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D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
Wow!  As you read this newsletter you will see just how much has been crammed into this half term.  Year 11 have 
completed their trial exams and await results in January and the rest of our students have been working hard.  In 
addition a huge range of extra-curricular activities have taken place 
and we have welcomed many visitors to Conyers. 

Of particular note was the visit of Chief Race Engineer for the 
Mercedes F1 Petronas Team and former Conyers’ Head Boy,                
Dr Andrew Shovlin.  During his visit Andrew gave a fascinating 
presentation about his work and the conversation was littered with 
household names: Jenson, Lewis and Nico!  There was a very clear 
message to students about seizing opportunities and the value of 
working hard.  Andrew spoke most warmly of his time at Conyers and 
was delighted to learn that we share his passion for science and 
engineering.  Although life on the Grand Prix circuit sounds 
wonderfully glamorous the 90 hour weeks in testing and long periods 
away from the family suggested that hard work doesn’t end after 
exams.  We were still left, however, with the sense that Dr Shovlin 
might have one of the ‘coolest’ jobs in the world. 

The highlight of the term for many was Conyers Company’s 
performance of ‘Peter Pan’ at The Arc from the 18 to 20 November.  
There were 8 performances in 3 days; three sell out evening shows and 
matinee performances for those in Year 7 and 8 and primary school 
pupils.  This year puppeteers as well as actors and musicians kept 
audiences enthralled and the sheer size of the cast highlighted just 
how important this event is to our community. 

Within school, one of our priorities is to ensure that all students in Years 11-13 facing examinations in January are 
fully prepared.  Our preparations are progressing well 
but we still need to ensure that students find 
sufficient time to study over the Christmas period.  
Students should be engaging in a sensible 
programme of preparation to allow them to relax 
and enjoy Christmas as well as ensuring they are 
ready for the challenges of trial examinations at AS 
and A2 and early entry GCSEs for some in Year 11.  
Planning a revision programme in advance is helpful 
and tutors in school will be able to assist before the 
end of term. 

Two Conyers’ traditions have again provided a festive 
ending to the term; the Carol Service was a magical 
evening in the beautiful setting of the parish church 
and the Christmas dinner gave members of the 
Executive Team the opportunity to wear our aprons 
and Santa hats and serve lunch to students.  Wishing 
you all a peaceful Christmas and a restful holiday.  
Students return on Monday 4 January 2016, at     
8.55 a.m.  

Name: 
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Celebrating Achievement 
Alex Wins A Pure Potential USB Award for Being an 
‘Outstanding Student’ 
Alex Grant was successful in winning a Pure Potential UBS Award for being an ‘Outstanding Student’.  Almost 300 
nominations were made by teachers, parents and peers, and Pure Potential (a careers and guidance organisation) 
was overwhelmed with the high calibre of the students. 

Alex is a Year 13 student here at Conyers, who achieved six ‘A’ grades 
at AS level (a new school record).  He has been described by his 
History teacher as an “exceptional and most able young historian, 
who has a genuine thirst for knowledge”.  There are not enough 
superlatives to describe Alex, however we have frequently referred 
to him as an ‘unsung hero’. 

Alex’s day does not stop when school has finished.  He has a huge 
interest in music and sport.  Alex plays both the piano and the 
trumpet to Grade 8.  He plays in the school ‘Brass Band’ and 
Orchestra and has recently been on tour with the school to Paris.  
Alex has shown amazing commitment and gives back to the school in 
many ways such as taking part in the annual school show with the 
orchestra and playing for the school rugby and tennis teams.  Alex has played squash for his local club at county 
level, and now volunteers there as a coach.  As if all this was not enough, Alex has recently started distance running 
and competed in the 2014 National School Cross Country Championships.  Furthermore he has completed the Duke 
of Edinburgh award and participated in the National Citizen Service.   

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Leah Robinson 10GS, Thomas Magnone 10JT and Eve Springhall 10GS for a wonderfully informative and poignant 
contribution to the Remembrance Day assemblies.  These are important assemblies for Conyers School and students 
learned a great deal from you. 

Ellis Farndale 8DP for a wonderful model of the Brandenburg Gate which is used to illustrate basic German 
vocabulary.  This is a fantastic piece of work, creative and thoughtful, which exceeds expectations. 

Olivia Dann 10CB for outstanding work for the ‘Reading for Pleasure’ programme you have shown dedication and 
commitment and real skill when supporting younger students.  Well done! 

Humanities 

Kyle Swinerton-Gismondi 8KH, Zak Kelly 8DP, Connor Guilfoyle 8DP, Joshua Brown 7KC, Jamie Brown 7KC, Elise Potts 
7LO, Josh Waller 6GH, Nathan O'Boyle 6JR, Josh Finegan 10JH, Holly Alderton 6AR, Charlotte Teasdale 6JR, Anna 
Covell 11RC, Holly Ingledew 11PC, Lewis Wormald 9PS. 

Creative Arts  

Dan Clemenson 6JR, Connor McRobb 9EB, Jack Ingram-Dove 9EB, Zahra Tasneem 9EB, Yekta Hedari Haratomeh 
10WA, Abbie Williamson 10GS, Charlie Hughes 10BA, Jordan Manning 10JT, Lauren Fishburn 10JT, Emily Green 10JT, 
Georgia Donaldson 10JH, Eve Springhall 10GS, Sandeep Bhandal 10GS, Annabel Jupp, 10CB, Lottie Burgess 11AB, Joe 
Toombs 6HL, Sophie Spoor 6JR. 

Science 

Jamaal Glanville 8KH, William French 8CR, Joshua Bailey 8AH, Kelsi Lees 8ER, Angel Maggs 8CR, Oliver Tranter 8HS, 
Aimee Clarke 8ER, Ellie Robinson 8ER, Rachel Sewell 8ER, Aaron Singh 8SP, Sophie Valentine 8CR, Harvey Trotter 
8CR, Simon Littlefair-Dryden 8CR. 
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MFL  

Emily Rose 8KH, Phoebe Todd 8SP, Ellis Farndale 8DP, Abigail Cooper 8DP, Oliver Tranter 8HS, Kirsten Hawcock 8KG, 
Charlotte Evans 8CR, Eve Hewett 8KG, Katie Simpson 8DP, Maddy Evans 8DP. 

Maths 

Ryan Richardson 7ES, Eva Carrasco 7JW, Himank Kulkarni 7KC, Jake McKenna 7LO, Lauren Salt 7LO, Ellie Stolweather 
7LO, Lottie Watson 7MT, Jonathan Mudd 7PY. 

P.E. 

Will Bennett 11RB, Ollie Ketteringham 11GS, Alex Clark 11DY, Kate Murphy 7PY, Kate Clark 7PY, Faye Mcdonagh 7LO, 
Emma Grant 7AW. 

SEN 

Freya Savory 7KC, Josh Rees 11GS, Bethany Metcalfe 11RB.   

For a wonderful contribution to the Open Evening.  You proved an excellent ambassador for Conyers and your 
contribution was very much appreciated. 

Sofia Couso 7MN, Charlie Julian 7AW, for being a wonderful ambassador for Conyers School at the Remembrance 
Sunday Service in Yarm.  You were smart, respectful and reliable and we are very proud of you.   

Rebecca Begley 6JW, Beth Dennis 6JT, Chloe Dalton 6HC, Eleanor Thornton 6RA, Katy Robinson 6HC and Jess 
Brownless 6AR, for your fantastic contribution to raising awareness of homelessness by ‘sleeping out’.  You showed 
resilience, good humour and compassion and are a wonderful ambassador for Sixth Form. 

Hannah Bewley 6RA, Elise Brady 6HL, Elena Puente 6RH for being such a wonderful ambassadors for Conyers School 
at a Sixth Form Recruitment Event.  Your confidence and professionalism created a fantastic impression. 

Brandyn Murphy 10CB for demonstrating excellent citizenship and concern for other students.  Mr Maggiore was 
most impressed by your actions and so am I. 

Matthew Gordon 8HS for a fantastic effort with Duolingo languages.  You have worked incredibly hard and have far 
exceeded expectations in terms of French homework.  Well done. 

Evie Adamson 7PY, Katie Baker 7KC, Emily Brown 7MN, Sofia Couso Naranjo 7MN, Erin Dale 7ES, Hollie Evans 7MT, 
Nicholas Fawcett 7MT, Charlotte Harland 7PY, Sophie Hill 7MT, Charles Julian 7AW, Anna Kindleysides 7MN, Holli-
Mae Lamb 7MN, Katie Minto 7MN, Niamh Prior 7KC, Kate Sanderson 7LO, Freya Savory 7KC, Izabella Scott 7ES, 
Yasmin Smith7MN, Daisy Stuart 7AW, Holly Taylor 7KC, Charlotte Verrill 7AW and James Whaley 7MT. 

Rosie Best 8ER, Millie Bullock 8KG, Nathan Campling 8KG, Rachel Davies 8KH, Holly Emmerson 8DP, Madeline Evans 
8DP, Patrick Fawcett 8KH, Mia Finegan 8KH, Harrison George 8AH, Chloe Hyde 8DP, Katerina Jordan 8ER, Angie Lee 
8ER, Kelsi Lees 8ER, Olivia Murphy 8AH, Katie Parkes 8DP, Emily Powell 8AH, Luke Roberts 8AH, Ellie Robinson 8ER, 
Lily Robinson 8KG, Grace Smith 8ER, Jack Spooner 8KH, Kyle Swinnerton-Gismondi 8KH, Niamh Thomas 8KH, Jennifer 
Toombs 8KG, Isla Underwood 8CR, Queen Uzomah 8SP, Rumbidzai Aesha Veremu 8DP and Lucy Williams 8CR. 

Finn Allen 9AF, James Barker 9JW, Lydia Busby 9PS, Grace Cordey 9CG, Maisie Dickson 9JW, Kalic Hammond 9AF, 
Hannah Hesketh 9EB, Keiahna Jackson 9JW, Alissa Kirton 9PS, Lucy Mackereth 9JW, Millie Mccormack 9PS, Sophie 
McDonald 9JW, Emma Murray 9PS, Delight Mushore 9AG, Kate Owen 9PS, Megan Payne 9KD, Libby Robinson 9AG, 
Katie Taylor 9JW, Alexandra Turner 9JW, Dylan Welikela 9JW and Charlotte Wells 9PS. 

Lucy Bell 10JH, Olivia Callaghan 10CB, Josephine Clemenson 10BA, Dianna Couso Naranjo 10CB, Maiya Grieff 10CB, 
Ellie-May Haggas 10CB, Alicia Hunton 10GS, Sophie Leadbitter 10AB, Lauren Micklewright 10GS, Kari Roberts 10AB, 
Leah Robinson 10GS, Georgia Smith 10GS, Eve Springhall 10GS, Louise Watkins 10WA and Rebecca York 10AB. 

Lucy Adams 11RC, Romana Asghar 11CD, Francesca Berry 11RB, Sophie Blenkinsopp 11RC, Scott Campbell 11LD, 
Megan Clark 11DY, Nathaniel Cornforth 11GS, Grace Durkin 11RC, Louise Fawcett 11CD, Rachel Hinley 11RB, Rebecca 
Hudson 11AB, Sophie Huggins 11GS, Andrew Lowry 11AB, Jack Minto 11LD, Benjamin Oloman 11RC, Caitlin Palmer 
11GS and Chloe Walker 11CD. 

Holly Alderton 6AR, Charlotte Bergman 6HC, Isaac Black 6JT, Aidan Bowler 6HL, Brittany Brown 6HL, Daniel 
Clemenson 6JR, Lucy Clydesdale 6JR, Faye Edemenson 6HL,Jessica Hugill 6JW, Scott Marshall 6JM, Laura McCann 
6RH, Sean Prior 6JT, Samantha Readman 6AR, Sophie Robinson 6HC, Lucy Thomas 6RA, Hannah Thompson 6HC,   
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Erin Thorpe 6AR, Joe Toombs 6HL, Michael Walters 6HW, Stuart Whyte 6NH, Chloe Adams 6RA, Connor Bassett 6RA, 
Jessica Belch 6RH, Fraser Belton 6RB, Philip Brooks 6HW, Adam Campbell 6HL, James Eales 6HW, Alexander Grant 
6HL, Gillian Nicol 6JR, Alexander Papaioannou 6JW, Matthew Pattison 6JW, Thomas Rochester 6RH, Kate Springhall 
6RB, Emily Swan 6RB, Robert Sykes 6RH and Amy Tunnicliffe 6JM.  

For your contribution to the magnificent ‘Peter Pan’.  The show is a highlight of the Conyers Calendar.  Many thanks 
for your commitment and dedication. 

Lewis Wormald 9PS for an outstanding extended homework on 'Britain 20 years from now'. The quality of your 
research was exceptional and work was written and presented well.  Independent learning at its best. 

Aidan Bowler 6HL, Alex Grant 6HL, Gill Nicol 6JR, Stuart Whyte 6NH, Dan Clemenson 6JR, Sophie Robinson 6HC, 
Sarah Zaranko 6RA, Jessica Belch 6RH, Aaron Mitchell 6JW, Holly Alderton 6AR, Emma Langley 6HW, Frasier Belton 
6RB, Nathan O’Boyle 6JR, Josh Waller 6GH, Michael Williams 6JR, Rebecca Hudson 11AB, Caitlin Palmer 11GS, Megan 
Clark 11DY, Tom Wilson 11DY, Kaitlyn Barwick 11GS, Abigail Myers 11GS, Archie Drummond 10JH, Finn Allen 9AF, 
James Barker 9JW, Lily Grace Husband 8AH, Lottie Watson, Hollie Evans, Aman Ali, Grace Brown 7MT, Milly 
Schietekat, 7ES, Jessica Hutchinson, 7LO for a fantastic effort helping with the Christmas Fayre.  You made the 
evening very special and helped us to raise a magnificent amount of money for ’Friends of Conyers’. 

Big Tees Sleepout 
On Friday 13 November Year 12 Health and Social Care students, Ellie Thornton, Lauren Holmes, Rebecca Begley, 
Katy Robinson and Chloe Dalton (plus special guests Jess Brownless and Beth Dennis!) took part in a charity event to 
raise awareness, funds and collect donations of clothing for 
homeless charities across Teesside.  The event was hosted 
by Teesside Philanthropic Society and took place at 
Middlesbrough College.  It involved the girls sleeping on the 
streets for one night-from 8 p.m. - 6 a.m.  Giving up their 
creature comforts to experience what life is like for those 
less fortunate than us.  

It was an incredibly windy and bitterly cold night and despite 
our preparations we were all very uncomfortable, freezing 
cold and by 6 a.m. on Saturday morning we were all 
desperate for our own beds and central heating.  Without 
doubt, we gained a brief insight into the hardship 
encountered through homelessness.  The girls were amazing 
representatives for Conyers Sixth Form and for young people 
in general.  They exemplify all that is great about our school community-incredible spirit, compassion and resilience. 
Well done girls for supporting such a worthy cause. 

Seize the Moment 
In October, the Year 13 A-level Physics students enjoyed an inspirational lecture at Hartlepool by Helen Sharman, the 
first Briton in space who journeyed to the Mir Space Station in 1991 as a cosmonaut after hearing an advert on the 
radio.  While talking about her training and experiences, and explaining the physics of space travel, her theme was 
how we must take our opportunities when they present themselves.  Our students were suitably engaged and 
inspired. 

Also on a space theme, British astronaut Tim Peake will be bringing back some seeds from the International Space 
Station and Year 7 students will be growing them in the spring to see if their time in space has affected them. 

While not reaching space yet, Conyers students can go far: December had a visit from Dr Andrew Shovlin, former 
Conyers student and top Formula 1 Race Engineer for Mercedes, speaking to our Engineering and Physics students.  
Truly inspirational. 
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Conyers Launches Future Scholars Programme 
This term marked the launch of the Conyers Future Scholars Programme, a joint venture with Durham University and 
the Brilliant Club, designed to stretch our most able students and encourage them 
to think about entry into highly selective universities like Durham. 

Twelve students from Years 8 and 9 visited Durham University on 10 November 
to launch the programme, and to be introduced to both university life and their 
super-curricular subject that they were going to research. 

Students have been working hard with the specialist PhD tutor from Durham 
University to prepare papers titled "Do the means justify the ends?", a 
controversial topic requiring higher order thinking skills, the best of which are 

published in a national journal distributed 
around schools. 

Mr Pickering, Lead Teacher for the 
programme said "It's great to see our 
students engaged in such a challenging topic, practicing skills that are required 
for university study.  It has been a fantastic opportunity for the students and a 
hallmark of the quality of work we produce at Conyers". 

The final reports will be published on our website later in the year once they are 
complete.  Students have been challenged in their thinking and we look forward 

to continuing our offer for our very brightest students in our strive for academic excellence. 

Jess Delivers Speech From Westminster Dispatch 
Box 

Conyers Sixth Former Jess Hugill took to the Westminster political stage on Friday 13 November as the debate lead 
for the North East in the National Youth Parliament. 

Jess spoke passionately from the dispatch box to highlight the 
major issues facing young people in our region. 

“Every year, the U.K Youth Parliament holds an annual debate in 
the House of Commons where we decide on what our campaign 
will be for the upcoming year.  The top five issues from our National 
Youth consultation, Make Your Mark, are taken here and debated 
by the Members of Youth Parliament.  This year’s debate featured: 
Mental Health, Tackling Racism and Discrimination, Transport, A 
Curriculum to Prepare Us for Life and A Living Wage for All, with 
Tackling Racism and Discrimination and Mental Health being voted 
as our campaigns for 2016. 

I was extremely lucky to attend this debate on 13 November 2015 and represent the young people of Stockton in 
Parliament, but I also had the honour of being elected as the Debate Lead for the North East, meaning I got to stand 
at the Dispatch Box and deliver a speech summarising the debate for 'A Living Wage For All'. 

The Youth Parliament debate was amazing and a day I will certainly never forget!  To stand at the Dispatch Box and 
address the House of Commons was incredible and to be part of such an important debate for young people was a 
real honour.  The MYPs that took part in the debate are nothing short of inspirational and I am so proud to be a 
member of the UKYP and work alongside them in our national campaigns. 

I am also looking forward to working with the Stockton Youth Assembly and Stockton Council in the coming year as 
we aim to address the issues that 11-18 year olds voted as the most important to them in this year’s Make Your 
Mark ballot.” 

Jess Hugill  
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Residents Christmas Coffee Morning 

On Thursday 3 December, the Year 12 Health and Social Care class hosted a Christmas Coffee morning for residents 
from local care homes - Ayresome Court, Reuben Manor and Highfield Nursing Home.  The students independently 
organised the event, providing food, drinks, games, gifts and music to ensure that all our guests were well catered 
for and had a fabulous time. 

The students have worked very hard to continue to develop close partnership working with care services in our local 
area.  We hope that the event will be just one of many opportunities to provide enjoyable experiences for older 
members of our local community. 

The residents described their visit as 'marvellous', 'a lovely change of scene' and felt as though they 'had been 
treated like royalty'. 

It was wonderful to observe the interactions between the residents, the students and the care staff.  It was a 
thoroughly enriching and worthwhile experience for everyone who was involved.  

Well done again to this amazing group of students who have had an extraordinary start to their A level studies.  

  

UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge 
Our Year 10 computer scientists took part in the UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge.  This is a problem 
solving contest with a focus on computational and logical thinking.  The questions are inspired by topics in computer 
science. 

Two classes took part, with students competing for the title of best in school and best in each individual class.  Well 
done to Zak Storey who gained the title of best in school and therefore also best 
in his class and also to Oliver Bosomworth who was best in his class.  

We will be entering again next year with the hope of doing well enough for a 
visit to Oxford University.  Follow the Business, IT, Computing and Economics 
department on Twitter @conyersbite. 

  

GCSE and A Level exam certificates for June 2015 examinations are available to collect from Reception during 
office hours. 
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Go Music is an exciting new development of Go Sport that provides quality instrumental tuition to students in 
schools.  Our highly qualified and experienced peripatetic staff offer lessons on 
brass, woodwind, strings, drums, keyboard, vocals and guitar. 

There are many exciting developments planned for the future as well as plenty of 
room for more students.  We currently have ‘scholarships’ available on trumpet, 
trombone and flute, but places are limited.  If successful in applying for a 
scholarship your child would qualify for free loan of an instrument.  If you would 
like more information on your child learning an instrument please email 
gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

 

Creative Arts 
It has been a fantastic term for Creative Arts, with Drama, Art and 
Music students attending many out of school activities and 
events.  

Year 11 students went on a visit to the Harry Potter Studios and 
London’s West End, taking in performances of Miss Saigon and 
Memphis.  Students had an amazing time soaking up the 
atmosphere of the shows, Covent Garden and the National 
Portrait Gallery. 

The Drama and Theatre Studies students have attended theatre 
visits to see performances such as “Grow Up Grandad”, “The 
Glass Menagerie”, “Brave New World”, “Dead Dog in a Suitcase”, 
“Other Love Songs” and “The Wizard of Oz”.  

Our school production this term was “Peter Pan” at Arc in 
Stockton.  We had seven shows over 3 days, which included 
performances to the local primary schools and our Year 7 and 8 
students.  This was another superb performance by our 
students who never fail to impress with their commitment and 
endless talents and they richly deserved the standing ovation 
they received.  Comments we received included “The students 
performed brilliantly, with great confidence and talent.  I was 
particularly pleased to see your orchestra playing and thought 
that they 
were 
excellent” 
and “It 
was a 

fabulous production.  The children came back buzzing (not to 
mention singing 'I believe in fairies')”.  

We are already planning and are excited about our next show 
at Arc, which we will be announcing shortly. 

Our Christmas festivities this year included our annual Carol 
Service which took place at Yarm Parish Church.  The service 
was a special evening and celebrated Christmas with readings, 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
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carols and student performances.  The atmosphere created was a wonderful start to the Festive Season.   

A very special thank you to the students who practiced and performed through the autumn term, and to the 
dedicated staff who made these events such memorable occasions. 

Follow the Creative Arts department on Twitter @conyersarts. 

 

Conyers Students Become Dementia Friends 
During our first term of 2015/16, Health and Social care students from Year 10 - Year 13, have all taken part in 
training sessions that have the aim of increasing awareness and, challenging stigma associated with Dementia.  The 
sessions have been delivered as part of the Alzheimer's Society 
national agenda to create a network of 'Dementia Friends' 
throughout local communities.  Volunteer staff, funded by the 
Alzheimer's Society, have taught our students to understand 
what happens to the brain once affected by this disease, and 
how we can best support those affected.  Student feedback 
about the sessions has been emphatic and best of all, we all got 
a free badge confirming that we were officially 'Dementia 
friends'!  

The value of this training has been unquestionable.  Dementia is a high profile health issue in the UK and it is 
therefore important that our students recognise and understand the signs, difficulties and best methods of support 
for those affected.  

As part of Conyers ongoing community cohesion work, we have forged a strong working relationship with the 
Dementia Hub in Thornaby.  This relationship, along with the training received, has allowed us the opportunity to 
start working towards becoming a 'Dementia Friendly School'.  This is a status we hope to achieve by the end of this 
academic year.  

FOCUS DAY 2 – FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2015 
YEAR 7 
Year 7 went to see our amazing school production of ‘Peter Pan’ and took part in citizenship activities relating to 
Peter Pan.  Students created a mural of the themes from Peter Pan to be displayed in school. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Making the posters with my friends and getting glitter 
everywhere.” 

“Seeing friends and enjoying watching them perform.” 

“Everything was amazing, the acting was great and the 
songs were really good.” 

YEAR 8 
Year 8 also went to see Peter Pan and took part in a 
careers ‘Treasure Hunt’.  Students had to search for clues 
around school and match them with a career. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Taking part in the careers activity and learning about a 
certain job.” 

“The performance and the treasure hunt, the treasure hunt was challenging and fun and the performance was really 
good.” 
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YEAR 9 
Year 9 took part in an Enterprise Challenge in school, “How do brands promote their product?”   Students researched 
their brand, created marketing for their product and delivered an apprentice-style pitch. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Being able to work in a team and communicating to 
all team members whilst doing the activity.” 

“Watching the completed film trailers.” 

“Creating the t-shirts.” 

YEAR 10 
Year 10 took part in a Careers Day, raising students’ 
aspirations and getting them to consider their options 
post-16.  Visitors came in from Teesside University, 
Durham University, Stockton Riverside College and 
Middlesbrough College to do interactive activities and 
presentations about careers. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Learning about colleges and what we can do after school such as university” 

“Finding out what would happen in an interview.” 

“The games based on law from Newcastle University” 

YEAR 11 
Students participated in four activities centred on the theme of crime and punishment, including the history of 
crime, a debate about effective punishment, a research task and a hard hitting question and answer talk with a 
prisoner and prison guard. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Meeting the prisoner and guard and learning about different punishments.” 

“Being able to ask the prisoner questions about life in prison.” 

“The highlight of the day was the prisoner talk; this was because it was interactive and practical and met the idea of 
a Focus Day which is to learn outside of the traditional classroom.” 

”Hearing a real prisoner talking about their experiences, and how that has affected them and the consequences it 
will have when they are released.” 

YEAR 12 
Year 12 students went on a visit to Leeds University, to sample university life. 

Highlights of the day: 

”Opportunity to experience university atmosphere.” 

“UCAS progress.” 

“Seeing the amount of courses and opportunities on the campus.” 

YEAR 13 
Year 13 students visited local care homes to entertain and keep the 
elderly company. 

Highlights of the day: 

“Students working in care homes.” 

  

100 Club Winners 

October 2015 

1st prize (£25) -No 57 N Goldsborough 

2nd prize (£15) -No 15 K Orr 

3rd prize (£10) -No 9 S Evans 

November 2015 

1st Prize (£25) No 45 J Downs 

2nd Prize (£15) No 7 J Austin 

3rd Prize (£10) No 51 H Guy 
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Former Student Dr Andrew Shovlin  

visits Conyers School 
Sixth Former Jess Hugill had her dream come true on Tuesday, 15 December when 

she met the man who inspired her passion for Formula One engineering.  Former 

student Dr Andrew Shovlin, Chief Race Engineer for the Mercedes F1 Petronas 

Team, made a pitstop to Conyers after a hugely successful season in which his driver 

Lewis Hamilton claimed the World Championship Trophy for the second year 

running. 

As Lewis hurtled round the track at over 200mph, it was Andrew making all those 

crucial calls - from agonising over car setup to split-second decisions on race 

strategy. 

Over the last decade, Andrew has established himself as the man who can help the 

World’s fastest drivers go even faster.  No surprise then that he has inspired so 

many young students into science and engineering.  But for Jess, there is an extra 

resonance; Andrew himself studied at Conyers.  Jess recounts the moment she read a framed newspaper article 

about Andrew on the wall of the technology room when she was 11 and thought “wow, maybe I could do that”.  

Already in the fast lane with 8 A*/A grades at GCSE and 

kept busy by her duties as Youth MP for Stockton, Jess 

finds extra motivation for her A-level studies knowing 

she is in the same classrooms where Andrew studied, 

and has been taught by some of the same teachers! 

Headteacher Louise Spellman is delighted that Andrew 

has spared time to return to Conyers “Conyers prides 

itself in a strong science and technology tradition, and 

Dr Shovlin’s visit is a wonderful opportunity for our 

students to see what can be achieved with hard work 

and determination”. 

On 27 November Friends of Conyers held our annual Christmas fair.  

This year we had a larger range of stores and despite the horrific 

weather had a high volume of people in attendance.  Friends and 

family enjoyed a visit from Father Christmas along with drinking hot 

chocolate as they listened to the school band.  We would like to thank 

everyone who was involved in this event and look forward to seeing 

you next year.  
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New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing the 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

School Payments 

When you are making payments for school lunches, school visits, revision guide books etc please could you use 
our online payment system www.parentpay.com and if possible, use your debit card rather than a credit card as 
the charges for school are less if debit cards are used. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact Mrs Williams, Finance Office on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418. 

Alternatively make cheques payable to Conyers School. 

Schoolcomms 
There may be times throughout the school year when we 
need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text messages. 
The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to 
use 160 characters per text message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be 
used. Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so 
when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them.  The Schoolcomms 
telephone number is 01642 688114. 

If you wish to be sent messages, please ensure that we 
have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

Also, please add the Schoolcomms email address, 
SC8084023a@schoolcomms.com to your ‘safe  
senders’ list. 

Medication 

Please note that medication cannot under any 
circumstances be given to students without 
written permission from a parent, due to 
Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to 
send your child to school with medication, due 
to the Department for Education’s standard 
guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers 
instructions.  This includes antihistamines, 
paracetamol and all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to contact 
our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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Calendar Dates 
Friday 18 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2016  

Monday 4 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 12 January, 7.00 - 9.00 p.m. Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wednesday 20 January Focus Day 3 

Tuesday 26 January, 4.30-7.30 p.m. Y11 subject consultations 

Tuesday 2 February, 4.30-9.00 p.m. Y9 subject consultations 

Friday 12 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 22 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 1 March, 4.30-7.30 p.m. Year 12 subject consultations 

Tuesday 8 March, 4.30-7.30 p.m. Year 13 subject consultations 

Wednesday 16 March Focus Day 4 

Thursday 24 March, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 11 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Monday 2 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Friday 27 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 6 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 15 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 18 August A Level results 

Thursday 25 August GCSE results 

Thursday 1 September Staff Preparation Day 

Friday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 19 October, 3.40 p.m. Students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 20 and Friday 21 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 31 October, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 16 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2017  

Tuesday 3 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 10 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 20 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 7 April, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 24 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Friday 26 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 5 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 21 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

 
 
 
  

Parents Collecting or Dropping off Children 

This should be done within the bus bay only.  However, the bus bay is closed to cars between 3.15 and 4.00 p.m. 
each evening to allow the buses to park ready for the journey home.   
Also, parents should not park blocking the school entrance roadway on the yellow lines when collecting their 
children on an afternoon. 
At no time before, during or after school should a vehicle enter the main drive to drop off or collect a student, 
unless in the case of a medical emergency. 
Only disabled students are dropped off and picked up from the disabled parking bays on the school site and 
children with temporary disabilities, ie broken legs, etc, likewise. 
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PE Department 
Athletics 
Year 7 and 8 boys and girls teams took part in the Stockton Schools Sportshall Athletics competition 
at Marsh House Campus.  Year 7 girls came 3rd, with stand-out performances from Kate Murphy and 
Kate Clarke and the Year 8 team were joint 4th.  Year 7 and 8 boys were both 1st with some very good 
performances.  Both boys’ teams will go on to represent Conyers and Stockton at the Tees Valley finals at Eston in 
January.  Well done. 
Cross-Country 
Well done to everyone who ran in the Stockton Schools cross country competition on a wet afternoon at Preston 
Park.  The school team consisted of 40 runners who did Conyers proud.  A special mention to runners who were 
placed in the top 30 - Kate Clark 11th, Kate Murphy 23rd and Jake Smith 11th.  Four runners progress to the Tees 
Valley round - Luke Pettit 1st and Cameron Spence 2nd in the Inter boys, Dan Bailey 1st and Josh Bailey 6th in the 
Junior boys.  We wish them luck.  An excellent afternoon despite the weather.  
Football 
A great start to the season for the Year 7 boys team as they are currently on a brilliant run of form being unbeaten in 
the league.  They continued their winning ways in the National Cup, beating Laurence Jackson 3-1 with a special 
mention to hat trick hero Bailey Hodgson.  The team are now through to the next round of the last 32 in the country!  
We are very proud of the team’s achievement and we wish them well in the next stage.   
The Year 8 footballers have played two league games.  They are through to the quarter finals of the County Cup and 
will play either St Peters or Nunthorpe.  We wish them luck. 
Year 9 footballers have continued their strong start to the season maintaining a 
100% record in the league with some very impressive performances.  They have 
also reached the quarter finals of the County Cup though were unfortunate to be 
knocked out of the National Cup after an extremely tough game against 
Macmillan. 
Year 10 remain unbeaten in the league with some fantastic performances which 
has led to a number of players being called up to represent the district.  
Unfortunately, they were beaten by a very good English Martyrs team in the 
National Cup. 
Year 11 have been training well and this has shown in some strong 
performances.  Unfortunately in the latest game the lads narrowly lost a very well contested match.  The season is 
ongoing and the team are still in the fight to lift some silverware in what will be for some the final year representing 
the school team.  Let’s hope we can go out on a high with a trophy! 
Under 16 girls have had a strong start to the league campaign with two convincing wins over UCA and English 
Martyrs.  Hopefully the wins continue with two games next week to look forward to.  We started a good English 
Schools Football Association cup run with a win away to Redcar Academy, however, unluckily were beaten by 
Laurence Jackson. 
Sixth Form footballers have had a mixed bunch of results with a narrow loss to local rivals Stockton Sixth Form as 
they scored in the final few minutes.  A great performance last week on a heavy pitch saw the team come out on top 
over Macmillan B.  The current form have won four games and lost two, so keep the wins coming lads! 

Netball  
All teams are competing in the Stockton District Netball league.  Under 16 have completed their games with mixed 
results.  Years 7, 8 and 9 have had some wins and losses and will complete their matches following the Christmas 
break. 
Table Tennis 
The Under 16 girls, Kelsey Bradley, Madeline Dunn, Holly Williams and Lily Williams, have progressed through to the 
Tees Valley finals and are hopefully on the road back to the nationals.  
Volleyball 
Stockton Under 13 Volleyball competition was the very first Year 8 competition.  The boys finished a strong fourth 
with the girls finishing second and coming away with a silver medal.  Well done to all involved. 
Student Leaders 
Sports Leaders have helped with primary school football and indoor athletics events.  Students help 
with organisation, running activities and officiating on the day.  They have received praise for their 
efforts from primary heads.  Ten Year 9 students have attained Level 1 Sports Leadership through the 
Stockton Sports Leadership Training Academy.  Well done to all those involved. 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the 
latest fixtures, results and 

revision tips 
 



 

 

 

 
  

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 

 

DFcoaching Christmas Sports Clubs with Go Sport 
 

We will be running our usual football academy and a multi sports camp for two days of the Christmas 
holidays from Conyers School 

Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 December 

10am-3pm for 4-13 year olds 

£15 per day or £25 for both days 

20% & 30% discounts for 2nd and 3rd siblings 

For bookings contact Dan Fowler on 07947740136 or at danny@dfcoaching.co.uk 

Cricket Training available at Conyers 
School 

All ages and Abilities welcome 
 

Thornaby CC Friday 6pm  – 8pm 
29 January –  

18 March 

Steve Wells 

07972030184 

Yarm CC Sunday 4pm –8.30pm 
17 January –  

20 March 

Chris Gibbons 

07739288169 

    

 

Badminton Coaching 

 

Tuesday 

Conyers School  

Sports Hall 

Y5 - Y9 - 7 - 8pm 

Y10 - Adult - 8 - 9pm 

No equipment 
needed 

£3 per week 

 

Monday 

7.15 – 8.15pm 

£4 per session 

Dance based fitness class 

Contact Amanda Waller 
07858589235 

 

mailto:sport@conyers.org.uk
http://www.gosportconyers.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 
Course 

 
Day & Time Age Location 

Weekly 
cost 

Coach / Contact 

 
Badminton Coaching 

 

 
Tuesday 7-8pm 

Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
 

Badminton Coaching 
 

 
Tuesday 8-9pm 

 
14 years - Adult 

 
Gym 

 
£3 

 
Sheila Boyes 

 
Dyspraxia 

 
Saturday12.15-1.15pm All Gym £2.50 

 
Ennalisa  

01642 723818 

 
*Pre school 

Fundamentals 
Gymnastics 

 

Wednesday 4.15-5pm & 
5.15–6pm 

 
3 – 5 years Gym £4 per week Terri Lambert 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

 

Monday 
5.20–6.05pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Gymnastics Bridging 

Class 
 

Monday 
6.10-6.55pm 

Age dependant 
On ability 

Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
Beginners Gymnastics 

 
 

Thursday 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 
 

Jo Swash 
 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 
Thursday 5-6pm Intermediate Gym £4 

 
Glenn Smith & Lisa Bosomworth 

 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 
 
Glenn Smith & Lisa Bosomworth 
 

 

FitSteps Monday 7.15-8.15pm Adult Gym £4 per week 
 

Amanda Waller 
07858589235 

 
Footytots 

 

 

Saturday 9-10am 2 ½ -5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

 
Dan Fowler 

07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 
Saturday 10-11am 6-8 years Gym 

Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Table Tennis Coaching 

 
Tuesday 4-5pm Y7  & Y8 Gym £3 Go Sport Office 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Friday 
4.30-5.30pm 

 
3-7 years Gym £4.50 

 
Jan Leonard & Hannah Hornby 

 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 
 

Friday 
5.30-6.30pm 

 
8-16 years Gym £4.50 

 
Jan Leonard & Hannah Hornby 

 

Wadokai Martial Arts Wednesday 6.15–7.45pm 6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 

A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a l l -  G o  S p o r t  C o n y e r s  
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson 


