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   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Conyers was honoured to welcome Michael Gove, Secretary of State for 
Education on Friday 1 February, a  visit that coincided with our conversion 
to an Academy.  Mr Gove and James Wharton MP met with our Student 
Leaders and observed a Year 10 Maths lesson.  Mr Gove was ‘hugely 
impressed’ with the school and ‘what has been achieved here at Conyers is 
amazing and fantastic’ and said it was good to see ‘outstanding schools like 
Conyers doing a fantastic job for young people’. 

“Conyers is an outstanding school and I believe we provide an excellent 
education and opportunities for our students.  Academy conversion will 
allow us to continue to develop this provision, focus upon those things which 
are important to us and encourage all our young people to achieve their 
potential. 

We will continue to develop our curriculum to enable all students to succeed. 
Our core offer is strong with all students studying English, Maths, three 
sciences, a foreign language, ICT and RE.  We will not divert from this path, 
nor will we place students on predetermined pathways which don’t meet 
need.  At Conyers students choose what is right for them and as testimony to 
our success no student left Conyers without a route into education, 
employment or training last year. 

At Conyers, teaching challenges, inspires and delights and our aim is to ensure that every lesson is outstanding.  
Success here is built upon our passion for excellence and a love of learning.  The fact that a member of our staff, with 
us since her NQT year, was awarded the TES Inspirational Teacher of the Year 2012 says a great deal about the 
quality of teaching at Conyers, it is our core business and we ensure that business is right.  Academy conversion offers 
us further opportunities to share this passion with colleagues from other schools. 

We also care for our students and work tirelessly to address barriers to learning and narrow gaps.  We strive to 
ensure that all students engage with the curriculum and fulfil their potential.  It is our responsibility to target support 
to those who need it most, and that whatever chaos rages in the lives of some young people they have a safe haven 
here in their school. 

Academy conversion will not see Conyers cast adrift from its 
local family of schools.  We remain fully committed to all of 
the young people within the borough and will continue to 
play an active role in local partnerships to improve provision 
in all schools - that is our moral responsibility.  Academy 
status allows us to play a great role in shaping the lives of 
young people for the better and therefore our commitment 
to Campus Stockton remains undimmed. 

At Conyers, life is good.  Whatever the turbulence in the 
wider world, the financial crises, the cuts, recession and 
conflict, here a sense of optimism pervades.  Our young 
people give us hope for the future and we will continue to 
strive to ensure that future is a bright one.  As we stand on 
the brink of a brilliant new dawn, I thank you all for helping us to take those first confident strides to further success.” 

Academy Opening Speech, 1 February 2013 

Name: 
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 Conyers See How the Professionals Do It! 
Fifteen rugby players from across Conyers’ teams had the 
opportunity of a lifetime; to get up close and personal with the 
England Rugby Union squad at a training session, prior to this 
season’s Six Nations Tournament.  The boys travelled to Headingly 
Stadium, Leeds, to watch the squad being put through their paces 
by head coach, Stuart Lancaster.  After observing the drills and 
match practices at pitch-
side, the boys had an 
unprecedented opportunity 
of meeting their heroes.  

The wait for autographs was well worth it as the whole England squad 
tirelessly signed memorabilia and posed for photographs in spite of freezing 
temperatures.  Treasured photographs were taken and immediately 
translated into screensavers to send to envious friends.  The school gained a 
signed shirt and rugby ball that will be proudly displayed in the PE 
department.  An outstanding day ended with welcome warm drinks in the 
café, talking tactics with the England coaching staff! 

Maths 
Competition has once again been a feature of the Maths Department this half-term.  Students in Years 9 and 10 
participated in the Intermediate Maths Challenge, and we look forward to getting the results in the coming weeks.  
Lauren Perley and Amal Al-Afifi have won the Maths Department Challenge for the best solution of the 3D noughts 
and crosses problem, and will receive their prizes.  Students in Mrs Stewart's Year 9 Maths class are in the process of 
entering the Edge Hill University Mathematics Challenge, and we wish them good luck for their success. 

English 
Year 11, 12 and 13 students took the long coach journey to see       
Stephen Fry in Twelfth Night in London.  The production was excellent.  
We even spotted Mr Fry on his way to the theatre!  And thanks to the 
wonders of satnav, we got out of London quickly in the evening and were 
safely home before 11 p.m. 

Focus Day 

Say Two Productions brought their version of Priestley's An Inspector Calls 
to school for our Year 11 students, who will do an exam on the text in 
May.  Students were given a chance to “hot seat” characters and 
workshop key moments in the play after the production.  One student, in 
particular, made a memorable contribution as Eric in the full length 
production: "Steady the buffs!" 

Conyers’ Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Group 
On 23 December 2012 thirty young people from Conyers’ Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award group took part in the annual sponsored walk, raising £911.20 for James 
Cook Hospital’s Holistic Cancer Centre in Middlesbrough.  The group walked a six 
mile circular route from Newton under Roseberry, taking in Roseberry Topping 
and Captain Cook’s Monument.  This gave them all some valued training as well as 
raising valuable funds as they walked. 

The walk was in memory of Lesley, group leader David Maddison’s late wife, who 
benefited immensely from using the independently run Holistic Centre.  The 
group decorated a tree out in the wild.  Seen here is one of the participants, Chloe 

Blenkinsop, adding her touches to the ‘Christmas tree’. 
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Focus Day 3 Photographs 

Geography 
On 4 February A-Level Geography students attended a lecture at Yarm School by Professor David Petley, who is a 
world leading expert in landslides and landslide mechanics and is based at Durham University.  It was an interesting 
experience for many students who are planning to go to university and an excellent opportunity to expand their 
knowledge of specific earthquakes that we have studied. 

Friends of Conyers 
100 Club 
Our 100 club is now into its second year.  We have had our January draw, with two prizes of £50.00, and the winning 
numbers drawn were No. 26 (Michael Fitzgerald) and No. 16 (Dorothy Smith).  It is not too late to join and try your 
luck.  Please email us at friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk for further details. 

Fete 

Our Spring Fete is on Saturday 27 April, more details to follow.  We will be holding a chocolate tombola, so any 
donations of chocolate would be welcome and can be left at the school’s Reception. 

Some of you will have received this newsletter by email, if you 
have not, and would like to, please send an email to 

sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 

Change of Email Address 

The school email address is now 
conyers@conyers.org.uk 

mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk


Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Low Mill Residential 
On 25 January a group of Year 10 and 11 students were selected 
to adventure the fantastic realms of the Yorkshire Dales for 3 
days of learning, activities and revision.  As we arrived at Low 
Mill, we stepped into a specular winter wonderland!  Firstly, 
once we had dropped off our belongings, we went on a country 
walk past some beautiful scenery.  Once we got back, we 
enjoyed a luxurious hot well-deserved meal and some revision 
sessions with Miss Pandher and Mrs Houchen.  After this        
Mrs Oxlee organised a treat by finding our ‘true colours’- a 
personality path, before we settled down for the night. 

The next day we woke to a filling breakfast before beginning our 
morning sessions of learning.  During the course of the day, half 
of us took to the zip wire whilst the other half went high roping!  

It was an exhilarating experience and a learning curve for those smaller students not to venture far onto the high 
ropes course, just in case they got stuck half way through!  After yet 
another fantastic meal, we settled down for a maths lesson with Mr 
Downs and his frenzy for a game of beetle bingo!  

We must firstly, give a huge thank you to the Low Mill staff for 
accommodating our needs.  The kitchen staff were marvellous!  The 
instructors that helped us with our activities were charismatic and 
very approachable.  The team at Low Mill is amazing and it is that 
what gives it its glowing reputation.  Secondly, a massive thanks to 
all the teachers for their patience with our whines and tantrums on 
more work! 

We all felt very privileged to be selected for this trip.  It was an 
unforgettable experience and I believe we all benefitted from extra 
learning time in the calming district of the countryside.  

Jessica Belch and James Eales 

UK Youth Parliament Elections 2013 
Year 10 student Jessica Belch is a candidate for the Stockton area in the forthcoming UK Youth Parliament elections.  
Voting will be held in school between Monday 25 February and Wednesday 27 February 2013.  Read Jessica’s 
election statement below. 

 

Jessica Belch 

They say a picture says a thousand words, but I only have 75!  My name is Jessica 
Belch and I attend Conyers School.  My dedication and passion goes to infinity and 
beyond.  My ideas expand like the universe into exciting new prospects.  I’m 
confident, outgoing and a very conscientious student.  If I was your MYP, Stockton 
Youth’s voice could be heard through my own diligence and commitment to better 
our local community. 

 

Reminder 
Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk for you to 
contact our student and parent helpline if you have any concerns. 
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PE Department 
The last week of December and first two weeks in January saw most of our outside sporting activities cancelled due 
to the weather conditions. 

Cross Country 
The Cleveland Cross Country Championships finally took place after being cancelled due to the weather conditions.  
In the Inter Girls section Emma Wortley Year 11, came 2nd, Gemma Clark Year 10, 4th and Elena Swinson Year 11, 
14th.  All of the girls qualified for the Cleveland team to run in the Inter-Counties , and fight for their place in the 
Cleveland squad to run at the National Championships.  In the Preliminary Boys, Josh Boyd Year 7, came 13th.  Josh 
needed to be in the top 8 runners to qualify for the Stockton team and to run at the Inter-Counties as there is no 
Year 7 National Championships.  His position was an excellent achievement as he was the 2nd runner home from 
Stockton schools.  We are proud of all of the competitors as they competed at their best on a very cold day! 
The Cleveland Inter-Counties Cross Country competition took place on Saturday 9 February at Laurence Jackson 
School.  Emma Wortley Year 11 and Gemma Clark Year 10 both qualified to represent Cleveland County in the 
English Schools Cross Country Championships to be held next half term. 

Football 
The Year 8 boys have progressed to the quarter finals of the County Cup and reached the last thirty-two of the 
National Schools Cup.  The boys are due to play away at St. Thomas More School of Newcastle once their pitches 
become playable.  The Stockton league matches are going well for the teams. Years 8, 9 and 10 boys are still in the 
Cleveland County Cup. 

Netball 
Year 7 girls have started their league matches and are so far, unbeaten.  Well done.  All other year groups have 
played against local schools, being successful in their league matches.  If they keep this up we can look forward to 
qualifying for the league finals in March. 

Sports Leadership/Enrichment 
Year 9 leaders who attended a leadership course decided to run an Inter-Form Netball Tournament, week 
commencing 11 February, for Year 7 girls.  Jess Hugill and Emma Langley are already proving to be outstanding 
leaders. 
Year 7 Inter-Form football is still running well thanks to the organisation of Sixth Form leaders Sean Jarvis and 
Matthew Harkin.  Ollie Snowden is the co-ordinator organising referees each week and these include: Sam Rogers; 
Nyle Khalid; James Vaughan; Joe Dalton; Jamie Stansbie.  Sixth Form leaders are also organising ‘Inclusive Sport’ 
sessions for the primary cluster where they will focus on rewarding pupils for their sportsmanship, communication 
and team work, rather than on activity results. 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
Conyers PE are collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers.  We have an opportunity to add 
some great items to our stock of equipment for all students to enjoy.  Please 
support us and collection boxes are located in the Learning Resource Centre and 
Staffroom. 

Calendar Dates 

Friday 15 February 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 18 February – Friday 22 February Year 11 catch-up sessions (pre-booked) 

Monday 25 February 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 1 March Oxbridge trip 

Wednesday 13 March Year 11 photographs 

Tuesday 19 March Year 12 consultations 

Friday 22 March Focus Day 4 

Tuesday 26
 
March Year 13 consultations 

Thursday 28 March 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 1 April Year 12 German work experience exchange 

Monday 15 April 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 
Starting Saturday 2 March – 11am to 12pm 

Beginners Trampoline 
Y4 – Y7 

£3 per week 
Places limited to 12 – booking essential through the Go Sport Office 

Starting Monday 4 March  
Children’s Running Group / Family session 5.30 – 6.15pm  

Y3 – Y6 – 9 week course £18 per person                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Supervised running within Conyers School Grounds 

Children must be provided with a drink 
 
 
 

Adult Running Group 6.30 – 7.30pm 
Beginners and Intermediates - 9 week course £18 per person 

Registration and payment 25 February or on night - Conyers dining hall 
 

To book a place please contact  - Group leader – Rachel Braithwaite 07917087388 / rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

Meet Conyers School Dining Hall. 

Beginners Ballroom and  
Latin Adult Course 

Friday 
Beginners 6.45 - 7.45pm 
Improvers 7.45 - 8.45pm 

Learn the basics of Ballroom and Latin in a fun 
and relaxed atmosphere 

Booking essential 
Steve - 07952070726 

 

 

Yarm Futsal League 
Tuesday from 8.15pm 

Age 16+ Male 
 

If you want to develop skill, vision and 
movement why not try Futsal, or if you 
just fancy a kick about why not give it a 

go? We are looking for teams to go into a 
league and individuals who could join 

teams as well. If you fancy giving it a go 
please drop me an email  

or give me a call  
 

peterdmadden@googlemail.com 
07795230804 

 

 

 

  

  Zumba 
Monday 

6.30 – 7.15pm 
£3.50 per session 

 
A popular, fun exercise class performed  

to a Samba beat 
 

Get fit and have fun 
 



 

 

   Course Day & Time Age Location 
Weekly 

cost 

 
Coach / Contact 

 

 
*Beginners / Intermediates 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday 
6.45–7.45pm 
7.45 - 8.45pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact  
Coach 

Steve Walker at  
Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
Badminton Coaching 

 

 Tuesday 
7-8pm 

Y5–Y9 Sports Hall £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday  
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Michelle Stephenson 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

 Thursday 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday 
5.15–6pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Saturday 
10–10.45am 

5+ Gym £4 Michelle Stephenson 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
 5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Glenn Smith/Joanne Swash 

 
Futsal League  

 

Tuesday  
8.15–9.15pm 

16+ male Sports Hall 
Contact 
coach 

Peter Madden 
07795230804 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday 
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday 
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Running Group 

              Starts 4/3/13 
 

Monday 
6.30–7.30pm 

Beginners and 
intermediate 

adults 
Local area 

£18 for  
9 week 
course 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

Running Goup 
Starts 4/3/13 

Monday  
5.30 – 6.15pm 

Children/Family 
session 
Y3-Y6 

Conyers 
School 

Grounds 

£18 for  
9 week 
course 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
 7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 

07551715815 

*Trampoline Coaching 
Starts 2/3/13 

Saturday 
11am-12pm 

Beginners 
Y4-Y7 

Gym £3 Lucy Stephenson 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
5.30–6.15pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
6.15–7pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

 Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 

07879627217 

 
Zumba 

 

Monday 
6.30–7.15pm 

16+ Gym £3.50 Sue Wilkinson 

AA cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss   ff oo rr   aa ll ll --   GG oo   SS pp oo rr tt   CC oo nn yy ee rr ss   
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at  
Green Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

 
 


