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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

This has been a long and challenging term for both staff and students.  Students rose to the challenge of the exams 
season brilliantly and we had a visit from Ofsted.  The report has been circulated and is available on our website.  We 
were particularly proud of the way students conducted themselves during the inspection and the report that 
inspectors; 

‘saw high standards of behaviour throughout the inspection, both in lessons and around the school.  Inspectors saw 
no instances of poor behaviour.  Pupils conducted themselves with politeness and respect.  Relationships between 
pupils and staff are strong and help to create a purposeful, calm and orderly learning environment.’ 

We are delighted that the inspection team were able to verify that Conyers School is a good school and supported 
the view that we have high expectations of our students and a ‘deeply held belief in their potential’.  We were 
delighted that our curriculum is considered ‘aspirational’ and enables students to take the next steps with 
confidence. 

As is customary we say farewell to a number of staff at this time of year and this year 4 members of staff head 
towards retirement. 

Anne Baker leaves Conyers after 27 years of dedicated service. She has been an influential and inspirational teacher 
for generations of students and in her roles as Specialist Leader of Education and Lead Practitioner she has 
supported colleagues across Stockton, worked closely with the primary schools and developed Maths teaching 
within Conyers.  With students her high standards, insistence on good conduct and sense of fun have resulted in 
excellent outcomes. Anne is determined that students will succeed and will never give up, despite the best efforts of 
some students to resist the Baker approach Anne has always won them over in the end. She will be sadly missed. 

Three staff leave our support staff team for retirement following many years of ensuring that Conyers remains such 
a lovely place to work and learn. Julie MacDonald has transformed many students’ perception of school dinners and 
has ensured our whole school community have a tasty, healthy and varied breakfast and lunchtime offer.  Julie has 
built brilliant relationships with students ensuring that they are well mannered and enjoy their meals.  Christmas 
lunch has always been a particular highlight with Julie trying to keep Mr Downs in line as he serves too many ‘pigs in 
blankets’.  The kitchens will be a much quieter place without Julie. 

Also retiring are Neil Carter from the site team and Stephen Giles one of the lab technicians.  Both have provided 
wonderful support for staff and students.  Stephen enabling students from Year 7 to 13 to get excited about practical 
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lab work and Neil ensuring that the school remains a pleasant environment for us all.  

Zonerah Ismail leaves Conyers after three years to take the ‘gap year’ she has always dreamed of.  She hopes to 
return to teaching sometime in the near future and we wish her well wherever her travels take her.  Kate Dickinson 
is leaving the music department after 4 years to take up a post at Kings Academy.  Many students have enjoyed 
working with her whether in class, their music lessons or in the band or choir.  We thank them both. 

Finally three teachers leave us having successfully completed their newly qualified teacher year at Conyers.  All three 
have secured permanent posts, Lucy Farrar will join Settle School as a PE teacher; Natalie Metcalfe is taking up a post 
as a Health and Social Care lecturer in Durham and Marc Kerrault will be working with autistic young people in a 
County Durham School.  We know all three will be an absolute asset to the teaching profession. 

Finally, I would like to thak you all for your support. 

Term will begin at 8.55 a.m. on Tuesday, 4 September 2018. 

Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher’s Commendations 

Were awarded to: 

Kate Murphy 9Y for playing a significant role in the Head Boy/Girl interviews. This is a great responsibility and you 
were brilliant! 

Jen Toombs 10KG, Eve Brookes 10CR, Gabrielle Ware 10JK, Emily Rose 10JK for providing excellent support for 
parents and staff at Year 7 Consultation Evening. 

Daniel Georgiou, Angel Maggs, Charlotte Evans, Lucy Williams 10CR, Luke Roberts 10AB, Ben Sheard-Raby 10ER, Will 
Laird 7N, JaehJay Marsay 7O, Georgia Whaley 7S, Alice Williams, Kate Matthews 7R, Callum Tranter 7E for helping to 
make the Lego Competition such a success.  Many thanks. 

Niamh Prior, Beau Hutchinson 9T, Liam Stokes 9N, Natasha Vandirai 9S, Tamara Mills 9C, Jack Thompson 9S, Lewis 
Wright 9O, Charlie Adamson 10JK, Rosie Adamson 10KG, Jamaal Glanville 10JK, Kirsten Hawcock 10KG, Kelsi Lees 
10ER, Minnie Moffat 10AB for being brilliant ambassadors for Conyers School at a Teesside University STEM Event. 

James Cole 7R, Eve Austin 7S, Ben English 7E for being fabulous uniform models at our Y6 Parents’ Evening. 

Katy Greer, Kyle Swinerton-Gismondi 10JK, Aisha Ali, Tanisha Roy, Holly Shore, Shannon Worton 10DY, Maddie 
Evans, Robyn Mash 10DP, Amelie Harrison, Hafsah Hussain, Sonia Kaur, Queen Uzomah 10SP, Mia Burnett, Ellen 
Campbell, Megan Donovan, Harriet Drake, Maddie Law, Minnie Moffat, Olivia Murphy, Emily Powell 10AB, Serina 
Rola, China Ryan 10ER, Ellie Railton, Karmveer Singh 10LD and Annabel Thompson 10KG for your wonderful work at 
the Yarm Primary School RE day.  Very well done! 

Essah Khan 7T, Cole Edwards 7R, Belle Hunter 7R, James Cole 7R, Estee Bickenson 7R, Maria Edmundson 7T, Izzie 
Lewis 7T, Jake Manning 7Y, Hollie Manning 7R, Jaehjay Marsay 7O, Shay Larkin 7C, Tillie Livingston 7O, Sam 
McKechnie 7O, Eleanor Bailey 7N, Emma Swales 7N, Aaron Ajith 7O, Joe Cummins 7O, Jay Forster 7O, Phoebe 
Lancaster 7R, Beth Davies 7S, Oakley Cassar 7O, Isla Mellis 7T, Laurie Morland 7Y and Christopher Hutchinson 7R for 
being a brilliant ambassador for Conyers School when visiting their Primary Schools. 

Jamaal Glanville 10JK, Reubyna Glanville 8Y, Ben Sheard-Raby 10ER, Chris Turnbull 10KG, Kirsten Hawcock 10KG, Lily 
Grace Husband 10AB, Katie Parkes 10AB, Maddie Evans 10DP, Ellen Campbell 10AB, Leah Jordan 10JK, Rosie 
Pickering 10SP, China-Jazz Ryan 10ER, Lucy Lancaster 10DP, Chloe Peel 10JK, Niamh Thomas 10JK for a fantastic 
contribution to the ‘Friends of Conyers’ Prom Fashion Show.  The night was a real success. 

  

Parent's Contact Details 

Please could parents ensure that the school has their current telephone landlines and mobile numbers and 
email addresses when they change them as during the bad weather earlier this year a number of the messages 
sent to parents could not be delivered as the school did not have their current details.  Changes to telephone 
numbers, email addresses and addresses can be emailed to sims@conyers.org.uk 

 

Thank you for your help with this matter. 
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Key Stage 3 Presentation Evening 
Key Stage 3 Progress Award 

Art   Year 7 - Katherine Williams 

   Year 8 - Scarlett Douglas Carr 

   Year 9 - Eva Carrasco 

Drama   Year 7 - Daniel Sauron 

   Year 7 - Belle Hunter  

   Year 8 - Mary Cunningham 

   Year 9 - James Whaley 

English   Year 7 - Isabel Cowan 

   Year 8 - Aisha Akhtar 

   Year 9 - Jessica Hutchinson 

Food Technology Year 7 - Amy Ingledew 

   Year 8 - Eve Cowley 

   Year 9 - Joshua Brown 

Geography  Year 7 - Adam Levick  

   Year 8 - George Gowland  

   Year 9 - Ethan Downes 

History   Year 7 - Liam Smith 

   Year 8 - William Robbins 

   Year 9 - Jessica Hutchinson 

I.C.T   Year 7 - Shannon O'Brien 

   Year 8 - Harvey Barker 

   Year 9 - Erin Dale 

Maths   Year 7 - Ethan Dover 

   Year 8 - Erin Scott 

   Year 9 - Joshua Brown 

Maths Challenge  Year 7 - Maria Edmundson 

  Year 8 - Obed Rola 

Year 9 - Ben Morgan 

MFL   Year 7 - Eve Rigby 

   Year 8 - Obed Rola 

   Year 9 - Hollie Evans 

Music   Year 7 - Max Saddington  

Year 8 - George Gayer 

   Year 9 - Laura Bainbridge 

Physical Education Year 7 - Megan Owen 

   Year 7 - Callum Trantor 

   Year 8 - Noni Muhuhu  

   Year 8 - Freddie Roberts 

   Year 9 - Jonathan Mudd 

   Year 9 - Bethan Gayer  

Religious Education Year 7 - Paige Spurgeon 

   Year 8 - Amina Marshall 

   Year 9 - Hira Ishaq 

Science   Year 7 - Isabella Parkin 

   Year 8 - Luke Evans 

   Year 9 - Tamara Mills 

Technology  Year 7 - Oliver Julian 

   Year 8 - Noni Muhuhu 

   Year 9 - Daniel Scott 
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Textiles   Year 7 - Oliver Best 

   Year 8 - Isabelle Kelly 

   Year 9 - Faye McDonagh 

Key Stage 3 Award 

Arrow 

Year 7   Lloyd Mellor 

Year 9   Jack Annis 

Reading 

Year 7   Keira Donoghue 

Year 8   Sami Khelifi 

Year 9   Freya Savory 

Excellence Exam Performance 

Year 7   Sami Khelifi 

Year 8   Noor Shabbir 

Year 9   Laura Bainbridge 

 

 

Resilience 

Year 7   Eve Rigby  

Year 8   Cameron-Jack Clarke 

Year 9   Rhys Longland 

Contribution to School Life 

Lottie Watson 

Contribution to Wider Community 

Grace Brown 

 

Sporting Honours 
International Level 

Nathan Wood-Gordon - Football; Jake McKenna - Judo 

 

National Representation 

Abbie Rowntree - Figure Skating; Annabelle Thompson - Equestrian; Ava Campbell - Tumbling; Alfie Chapman - 
Tumbling;  Emma Bunting - Gymnastics;  Daniel Payne - Athletics; Faye McDonagh - Swimming;  Jake McKenna - 
Judo;  Jasmine Clark - Athletics;  Lucy Brown - Acro Gymnastics;  Luke Pettit - Cross Country;   
Scarlet Douglas Carr - Tumbling; Dan Payne - Athletics; Simon Littlefair Dryden - Swimming; 

 

Regional Representation 

Amy Tate - Equestrian; Amy Ingledew - Gymnastics; Beth Stanton - Gymnastics; Callum Tranter - Tennis; Emma 
Swales - Football; Isabel Beauchamp - Swimming; Joseph Micklewright - Open Water Swimming; Sophie Brooks - 
Equestrian; Zoe Ingledew - Gymnastics 

 

County Representation 

Archie Polson - Rugby; Ben English - Cricket; Ellen Robson - Golf; Fin Montgomery - Cricket;  Harry Wilson - Cricket;  
Isabel Robson - Football; Joshua Bailey - Cross Country; Lucy Murphy - Hockey; Luke Hutchinson - Athletics; Marshall 
Guyll - Hockey;  Luke Petit - Athletics; Matthew Drake - Athletics; Matthew Shields - Cricket; Shritan Shankarganesh - 
Cricket; Thomas Payne - Cricket;  
 

District Representation 

Alec Gill - Football; Ethan Jones - Football; Jack Annis - Football; Joseph Watson - Cricket; Logan Breckon - Athletics;  

 

Academy 

Ben Beals - Middlesbrough FC; Jack Annis - Hartlepool Rovers FC;
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‘Staying Safe’ Over the Summer 
We have addressed with students some local issues in regards to staying safe over the summer.  These have included 
potential dangers related to the train line, open water swimming especially given the extended period of warm 
weather, along with our usual reminders about online activity, relationships and illicit substances.  If you have any 
concerns about the safety of your child over the summer break the following organisations should be able to provide 
advice and support:  

Samaritans   www.samaritans.org 

Children’s hub    01429 284288, childrenshub@hartlepool.gcsx.gov.uk 

CAMHs     01642 368400 

CAMHs Crisis Team  0300 0132000 Option 6 

THE MIX   0808 808 4994 (24 hours) 

B-EAT    0345 634 7650 (4pm – 10pm 365 days a year)  

CHILDLINE   08001111 (24 hours) 

STONEWALL   0207 593 1850 (Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30) 

FRANK    0800 7766 00 (24 hours) 

 

Year 7 
We’ve had such a busy year, settling in, finding our way, making new friends and getting used to secondary school 
life and all the demands and rewards that lay ahead.  

You will read all about the Year 7’s successes in sport and other areas throughout the newsletter.  Our Year 7 sports 
students have competed and helped at events throughout the year, some at County level.  It is a measure of the 
success of this year group seeing them get involved in so many things around the school.  We all watched a good 
proportion of our year group perform in Beauty and the Beast at 
the Forum Theatre back in November including being on stage 
and part of the very talented School Orchestra.  Others have 
joined clubs such as Warhammer and been out competing against 
other schools.  Our librarians have had a busy year helping Mrs 
Dawson keep the resource centre up to date and run the shop and 
ensure the library is a place of fun with the story/fiction inspired 
events throughout the year including author visits.  The Year 7 
science club has been a huge success over lunchtimes.  

It has been a joy to get to know all the individuals and characters 
that make up our diverse set of Year 7 students, so much talent 
and promise, there’s a definite feeling of excitement about what 
this lively bunch of 12 year olds will achieve in the years ahead.  

As we prepare to welcome the next Year 7 into Conyers School I 
took some students back to their old primary schools to speak to 
prospective students - they loved seeing their old domains and 
speaking to their Year 6 teachers who without exception 
commented on how they had matured.  Each student spoke 
confidently and positively about transition into Conyers and spoke 
about making new friends and what a positive experience that 
had been. 

I know for some, the friendship rollercoaster in Year 7 can prove 
troublesome to negotiate sometimes but with help and 
encouragement from school and home many are coming to 

http://www.samaritans.org/
mailto:childrenshub@hartlepool.gcsx.gov.uk
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realise that the changing friendships are part of growing up and how quickly they themselves are changing.  I will say 
that for each student in Year 7 they have different friends (sometimes more) than they had in Year 6.  

A big well done to all our students for negotiating their way through Year 7- they are soon to become our Year 8 role 
models to show the next group of young people their way through transition. 

 

Year 8 
Year 8 students have had a successful year, taking part in the Focus Day colour run, the Sport Relief Mile and a 
careers day to help them plan for taking their options in Year 9. They have taken part in a number of school trips, 
including the ski trip, and a languages trip to Spain, Strasbourg and Switzerland. 8N were the victorious tutor group 
in the best attendance battle and enjoyed cakes as a reward in their tutor lesson this week. 8S were victorious on 
Sports Day, leading the way for the Year 8 tutor groups. All Year 8 students took part in a fantastic Sports Day, their 
commitment and dedication was admirable. The Year 8 football team had some good wins this season, and a 
number of Year 8 students have supported the primary schools with their sporting activities. 

 

Year 9 
What a year it has been for Year 9! I am so proud of the young people in this year group, you are all growing and 
maturing into some lovely young adults. 

We have had such busy year - this year has seen the options chosen 
and in some cases GSCE French exams have already been taken. I 
know that you have all worked hard and Miss Dent has been so proud 
of the hard work and dedication she has seen from all of you. I hope 
that moving into Year 10 that the same hard work will be displayed by 
all of you across the subject areas.  
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Year 9 have had the opportunity to take part in some fantastic opportunities over this last year with trips to Italy, 
France, Spain and Andorra! 

So many of you also took part in the Christmas show, Beauty and the 
Beast. The talent in year is astounding not just in performing arts but 
we have seen students successes with the football team, swimming, 
judo, horse riding and gymnastics to name but a few.  

It has been a hectic year for Year 9 and I think we are all ready for the 
6 weeks holiday to rest and recuperate in readiness for Key Stage 4. 

Good luck with your GCSE's and thank you for making my year a 
memorable one! 

 

Year 10 
What a fantastic group of young people you are, you have faced some of the most difficult times life could throw at 
you but you have supported each other and the staff showing the true meaning of perseverando and resilience that 
has impressed us all at Conyers.  All of us, but especially Year 10, miss our friends Eddie and Suhail and wish they 
could have been with us to the end of our Conyers journey. 

So much has gone on this year but also a lot of growing!  Most if not all of you are now taller than me, many of you 
look as if you have reached 6’ tall and above already, and growing up into mature young adults.  The talent in the 
year is amazing with superb singers, musicians, artists 
and sporting stars too all representing the school at 
various events.  I have thoroughly enjoyed watching 
the boys enjoying and achieving at football matches 
under the guidance of Mr Livesey being crowned 
Stockton Cup Winners after super sub Immanuel 
came on to score twice.  The fantastic production of 
Beauty and the Beast, the Christmas Carol Service, the 
recent musical show at the Stockton Baptist Church 
and the Prom Preview.  Each event makes me feel 
proud to be associated with such dedicated and 
talented young people.  Don’t get me wrong it is not 
sunshine and roses every day and things don’t always 
go to plan, but with a group of 200 plus teenagers 
there is bound to be the occasional hiccup, it is seeing 
the willingness to learn from mistakes and work hard 
to put things right that makes me equally proud. 

This year has largely revolved around settling down to 
the serious studying for next year GCSEs.  The Year 10 
exams went extremely smoothly and the students all 
seemed well prepared so it’s a big thank you to 
parents for their help in making that happen.  Looking 
to the future, Year 10 have had opportunities to look 
at the next steps that are required to achieve their 
goals.  With visits to university and colleges and a 
Focus Day looking at the opportunities 
available.  Remember Mrs Croft is always around if you need to talk about plans for the future. 

It will not seem like more than 5 minutes ago to your parents, since they were teaching you to read books such as 
Biff, Chip, Kipper, Floppy the dog and the Magic Key stories. You are now starting on the important final GCSE years 
to achieve your important certificates, the culmination of 11 years studying.  So let’s start Year 11 with a real positive 
attitude, the next, final year in secondary school will pass in the blink of an eye, so make the most of it. 
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Year 11 
This year has been a fantastic year for the Year 11s. 

They have worked hard throughout the year attending class in 
preparation for their final exams. A well done to all students 
on their conduct during the exams and fingers crossed as they 
await results on 23 August.  

It has been a privilege to work with outstanding young people 
over the last five years and I will miss seeing you on a daily 
basis. 

I look forward to seeing those who return to be part of 
Conyers Sixth Form in September and wish all the best for 
those who attend pastures new. 

As a year group that has always had successful sporting results 
a big well done to the football team who won the Stockton 
league, with two of the team signing professional contracts. 

The final highlight of the year was the Year 11 prom at the 
new venue of Gisborough Hall which was well attended with a 
lovely atmosphere and a great night had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Form 
Our Sixth Form remains a fantastic place to learn with a strong sense of community.  It is always wonderful to watch 
our students leave at the end of Year 13, and comparing them with their rinky-dinky Year Seven photos! 

Thank you and well done to the many other students (far too 
numerous to mention) who have given their time and support to the 
school: by either fund raising, mentoring younger students (which 
continues to be a massive success) or by contributing to the many 
organisations and activities within the wider school community.  As in 
previous years, our Sixth Formers made a fantastic contribution to the 
school show.  

Big congratulations to Amelia Burns (who becomes our new Head Girl) 
and Dan Magnone (who becomes our new Head Boy).  They will be 
supported by our two new 

deputies, Kari Roberts and Yasmin Said.  And thanks to all the other 
students who applied for these roles, and by doing so, showed how 
much they care for Conyers and the Sixth Form.  Equally a big ‘shout-out’ 
to those students who mentored students regularly at our local primary 
schools: your efforts are greatly appreciated, and the younger generation 
is clearly in very capable hands.  

We maintained the on-going debates with our local schools, and as in 
previous years, we blew all completion aside and proudly remain the 
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debating champions of the Yarm Area.  Like all good citizens, our students continue to take a healthy interest in 
current affairs.  Indeed, you may have heard the lively debate on Radio Tees concerning lowering the voting age. 

The interest in social affairs could also be found in the quality of 
Extended Project Qualifications (EPQs).  Topics included the possibilities 
of time travel, the impact of the Zika Virus, attitudes towards mental 
illness and the media coverage of the financial crash.  Presentations 
were delivered to both staff and the governors, who all left with a deep 
sense of admiration for our students. 

Another highlight of the year was the annual Year 13 Leavers assembly 
and presentations which has now become an established part of the 
Sixth Form calendar.  The now established ‘old-skool-look’ continues 
fun and probably raised a few eyebrows in the local community! 

There was hardly a dry eye in the house following the final farewells from the tutors and the Sixth Form team – and 
words of wisdom (and photos) from the wise old leader, Mr. Webster.  Congratulations to all those of you who 
achieved an ‘award’ for your endeavours (alas, due to publishing restrictions and libel laws, we are unable to 
produce a full list of the winners here!).  And congratulations to those of you who won a prestigious prize in the 
leavers’ raffle . . . the indoor golf set always remains a favourite (and is absolutely essential for university along with 
the pop-up traffic cone!). 

The Summer Ball [we don’t do ‘proms’ in Sixth Form] was at the gorgeous location of Rockliffe Hall.  This offered 
another opportunity to wear prom dresses and swanky suits, but with slightly more sophistication than in Year 
Eleven.  We absorbed the sophistication of the surroundings and danced the night away in style.  Once again, 
congratulations to those of you who achieved an award (not always something to be proud of!) but perhaps the 
biggest cheer was for the suggestions that “football is coming home!”(*).  It was a fitting end to a fabulous year: we 
wish our students all the very best for the future and hope they achieve the success and happiness they deserve. 

(*) In case you are unaware . . . it didn’t!  
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English 
Another busy and successful year in English has seen students thriving in a variety of classroom and extra-curricular 
situations.  Following last year's excellent results with the new syllabuses, students and teachers have enjoyed 
getting grips with the challenges of the courses, now becoming more familiar and less daunting, perhaps, as Key 
Stage 3 lessons have reflected the big changes for some time now, and students are generally clearer about what to 
expect when they begin examination courses.  

Outside of lessons, the creative writing group has been a big success, with students attending lunchtime sessions and 
beginning to work towards a local award for writing. GCSE students have attended the Poetry Live performances, 
where they heard Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, amongst others, expound on her works.  Year 11 students were 
lucky enough to get a chance to participate in a Shakespeare Live event, where they sat in on rehearsals for Romeo 
and Juliet.  Talented GCSE students were also invited to Miss Jobson's literary lunch club, where they enjoyed poetry 
and cake.  At A Level, we had a visit from a tutor from Huddersfield University, who led various sessions including 
one on forensic linguistics.  The 500 Words writing competition was as well received as ever, with many fun entries 
submitted.  Staff dressed up as Shakespearean characters for World Book Day this year, even though the snow 
somewhat spoiled the fun.  It's been another joyful and enriching year: bring on the next! 

 

Science 
A busy and exciting year in Science, with the first examinations of the new GCSE specifications; students and staff 
have worked hard to get to grips with the new style of exams and required practical lessons.  Lunchtime 
masterclasses have enhanced the experience for all students whether working towards a combined or separate 
science qualification.  The March Focus Day was used to stretch the highly able Year 11 scientists.  The Year 10 
students completed the Biology Society Biology Challenge and Ben Thomason achieved the highly commended level.   

The Key Stage 3 Science Club has gone down a storm with Miss Ismail providing a range of exciting activities for 
students.  There has been overwhelming support for our Year 7 Science Club this half term, with queues out of the 
door for some sessions!  Over 70 enthusiastic students turned up to try their hand at making slime, snow and 
toothpaste big enough for elephants.  It was wonderful to see so many budding scientists!  There was a lot of 
learning taking place throughout these activities which helped develop thinking skills and teamwork, and plenty of 
laughter and smiles, too 

Sixth Form Chemistry Day A-level students spent the day carrying out longer practical activities to develop laboratory 
skills.  Bringing together a wide range of practical, technical and 
analytical skills, students this year had the excitement 
of carrying out of variable temperature experiments to 
determine activation energy and nitrating benzene! 

Year 12 Biologists spent a day refining their fieldwork techniques 
at RSPB Salthome.  Students had a tour of the site with a talk 
from the RSPB staff about the importance of the facility and the 

work they do.  Students 
worked in groups and 
gathered data to see how 
human activity impacted on 
the species at the site.  They 
gathered a huge amount of 
data that they then statistically analyse in their Biology lessons at school. 

It has been an eventful year in science for local primary schools.  Fully booked 
weekly Big Bang science sessions for all local primary schools have meant that 
Year 4 have experienced hands-on physics lessons on light and colour, and Year 
5, chemistry lessons looking at reversible and irreversible chemical reactions.  
Mr Thoburn has been out to deliver science assemblies locally, and also to 
launch and judge the yearly Layfield Science Fair – Some amazing science 
projects from some very talented young scientists who will soon be joining the 



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Conyers community.  There is also much buzz in the primary community around the annual Conyers School Primary 
Science Challenge.  Eight teams from eight local primary schools will battle it out on 18 July for the chance to lift the 
trophy and claim the title!  The Challenge consists of Key Stage 2 subject knowledge based gameshow, precision and 
accuracy challenges and practical work tests to name but a few. 

 

Learning to play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities a young person can do.  It is 
widely recognised that studying Music helps develop a wide range of skills and abilities that benefit the student both 
academically and emotionally.  This is especially true for students who participate in ensembles such as bands and 
choirs.  

This year the musicians at Conyers School have performed in Beauty and the Beast the Musical, the BBC Radio Tees 
Carol Service and Conyers Carol Service.  The final performance of the year was the Summer Concert at Stockton 
Tabernacle where students from Layfield, Kirklevington, Yarm Primary, Levendale and Ingleby Mill joined us on 
stage.  Over the last couple of weekends record results were achieved by students sitting grade exams as well.  
Overall a very busy and successful year for Go Music!  

Twitter: @gomusicconyers 

Email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

 

Creative Arts 
It’s been a very busy, exciting and fabulous year for Creative Arts, with regular theatre trips, workshops, gallery 
visits, performances and a visit to the Good Food Show in Birmingham. 

This last term has seen the hard work of staff and students come together for the GCSE, A Level and Music Graded 
exams.  All students worked extremely hard, producing some outstanding work.  The Art Exhibition for A level and 
GCSE students, and the A Level Theatre Studies and Music performances were wonderful evenings attended by 
parents, students and visitors to celebrate the exceptional quality of work and we wish the students the best of luck 
for their results.  In Music this year nearly 100 students took graded exams across two weekends at Conyers, ranging 
from grade 1 to 8; more students than ever before achieved results of a Merit or Distinction.  The work produced by 
our older students really inspires the younger, Key Stage 3 students, to achieve their potential.  One parent quoted, 
‘the work improves every year and I don’t know how you all do it.’   

We are delighted to share that former students Tom Powell and Joe Large have both been awarded First Class 
Honors degrees in Drama and Theatre Arts. 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
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The Summer Concert was our largest ever, involving nearly 200 performers and it was a sell-out audience at Stockton 
Tabernacle.  The full range of abilities were represented, from primary students who'd only had 10 lessons, right 
through to performances from leavers heading to study 
Music at University. 

The Year 6 Induction day was a fun filled day where 
students were given the opportunity to take part in Art 
and Drama lessons to help them in their transition from 
Primary School.  All students produced a personalised 
T-shirt and enjoyed their challenging sessions and 
getting to know their tutor group. 

The Creative Art teachers have really enjoyed working 
with Year 5 primary students doing clay work.  They 
then joined us for a day where they participated in 
drama and textile classes.  The primary school teachers 
gave lovely feedback saying how much the students 
and staff enjoyed working with Conyers. 

We are delighted to announce that our school 
production next year will be ‘Bugsy Malone’.  The 
audition process will begin in September and we are all 
excited to begin rehearsals. ‘Bugsy Malone’ takes place 
on November 15 and 16 at The Forum Theatre, 
Billingham.  Tickets are £10 and will be on sale from 
school.  All proceeds from the ticket sales go towards 
staging the production.  If any parents or businesses 
would like to sponsor us and in return we can place an 
advert / thank you in the programme please contact 
Mrs Pattison. 

A great year with students gaining experiences through lessons and enrichment to create everlasting memories. 

Upcoming Creative Arts events: 

Creative Arts Trip    London    28 and 29 September 2018 

Bugsy Malone    Forum Theatre   15 and 16 November 2018 

BBC Tees Carol Service   Middlesbrough Cathedral 8 December 2018 

Conyers Carol Service   Yarm Parish Church  18 December 2018 

Summer Concert   Stockton Baptist Church  3 July 2019 

Music Tour     Paris    8 - 12 July 2019  

 
  

School Payments 

When you are making payments for school lunches, school visits, revision guide books etc please could you use 
our online payment system www.parentpay.com and if possible, use your debit card rather than a credit card 
as the charges for school are less if debit cards are used. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, 
please contact the Finance Office, on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418. 

Alternatively make cheques payable to Conyers School. 
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Calendar Dates 
Friday, 20 July, 2.30 p.m.                                          students finish for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday, 3 September                                               Staff Development Day 

Tuesday, 4 September, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Wednesday, 24 October, 3.40 p.m. students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 25 and Friday 26 October                          Staff Development Days 

Monday, 5 November, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays  

Thursday 15 and Friday 16 November school production Bugsy Malone at Forum Theatre, 
Billingham 

Tuesday 18 December Carol Service, Yarm Parish Church 

Friday, 21 December, 2.30 p.m.                                students finish for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2019  

Monday, 7 January, 8.55 a.m.                                   students return after the holidays 

Friday, 15 February, 3.40 p.m.                                    students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday, 25 February, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday, 5 April, 3.40 p.m.                                          students finish for Easter holidays 

Tuesday, 23 April, 8.55 a.m.                                      students return after the holidays 

Monday, 6 May                                                          Bank Holiday – school closed            

Friday, 24 May, 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday, 3 June, 8.55 a.m.                                        students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 3 July Summer Concert, Stockton Baptist Church 

Friday, 19 July, 2.30 p.m.                                          students finish for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday, 2 September                                               Staff Development Day 

Tuesday, 3 September, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Wednesday, 23 October, 3.40 p.m.                           students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 24 and Friday 25 October                          Staff Development Days 

Monday, 4 November, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday, 20 December, 2.30 p.m. students finish for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2020  

Monday, 6 January, 8.55 a.m.                                   students return after the holidays 

Friday, 14 February, 3.40 p.m students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday, 24 February, 8.55 a.m students return after the holidays 

Friday, 3 April, 3.40 p.m.                                          students finish for Easter holidays 

Monday, 20 April, 8.55 a.m.                                      students return after the holidays 

Monday, 4 May                                                          Bank Holiday – school closed            

Friday, 22 May, 3.40 p.m.                                          students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday, 1 June, 8.55 a.m.                                        students return after the holidays 

Thursday, 16 July, 2.30 p.m.                                     students finish for summer holidays, buses early 

  

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to 
contact our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

Are You On The Correct School Website? www.conyers.org.uk 

When checking the school's website for information about the school please could parents ensure that they are 
on the correct school website address, www.conyers.org.uk as the school has been informed that some 
websites have incorrect information about the school when searches are being done such as the wrong holiday 
dates.  Unfortunately the school does not have control over these websites claiming to have information about 
Conyers School. 

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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Strasbourg Trip 
Our time in Strasbourg was short, but sweet.  We had three full days to spend there and managed to pack so much 
in!  Day one was spent in the historic and colourful city of Strasbourg, before we crossed the border in to Germany 
on foot and spent some time discovering yet another new culture that a lot of the boys fully embraced.  Day two was 
spent in the company of monkeys, then off to 
beautiful Colmar to soak up the French sunshine.  Our 
third and final day, the one we had all been waiting 
for, was the day of Europa Park.  After a slow and 
sleepy early start, once they saw the sheer size of the 
Silver Star Rollercoaster, the students were almost as 
excited as Miss Beeforth.  A truly fantastic and action-
packed day led to a very quiet coach ride back to 
France for our final fun-packed evening.  

 

Switzerland Trip 
Miss Dent, Mrs McLean, Mr Livesey and Mr Earl accompanied 42 Year 8 students to the picturesque mountain village 
of Torgon in Switzerland.  The breathtaking scenery amazed everyone and provided a unique setting for an 
unforgettable week.  

The itinerary was packed full with both cultural and 
exciting mountain adventure activities!  

The first day consisted of a gruelling but fun filled 
mountain hike up to an alpine gÎte, with the hardiest of 
students even hiking all the way to the French border!  
Once there, the fun continued with a BBQ, campsite 
games and even a talent show, which saw CJ Clarke 
achieve first place, entertaining everyone with his 
comedy dance routine. 

Day 2 was a little more indulgent - the beautiful 
Villeneuve pool, set amongst the stunning backdrop of 
Lake Geneva, in which everyone enjoyed playing in the 
pool, eating lots of ice  cream and even diving into the 
lake itself. 

Day three included a trip to Evian in France, where students and staff sampled the purest of Evian water straight 
from the source and were given the opportunity to practice their French speaking skills at the local market stalls.  
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The group then took a boat ride over the border back to Lausanne in Switzerland before enjoying a super 
competitive evening of sports back in Torgon.  

On day four, even more shopping was in store as the group headed to a traditional farmers' market in the postcard 
perfect town of Chatel.  Monthey pool awaited them on the 
afternoon, with more diving boards (and ice cream) to enjoy! 

The next day, students and staff were treated with the most 
exquisite of Swiss chocolate, in a tour of the Cailler factory.  
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed tasting the plentiful samples and 
many delicious treats were purchased for family and friends.  
Chocolate was then followed by cheese at the famous Swiss 
town of Gruyere.  Everyone danced off all of the extra calories 
later that evening at the camp disco! 

On the final day the group took part in archery and rock 
climbing and staff were super impressed to see every single 
student brave the rock climbing!  

Read more about our fantastic trip through the blog via the school website.  

Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The free School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing the 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
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School’s Policy on Medicines in School and  
First Aid in School Reminder 

Medicines in school 
Non Prescribed Medicines:  Students may not carry ‘over the counter’ non prescribed medicines with them in 
school.  Staff are not permitted to give or allow students to take non prescribed medication e.g. paracetamol.   

Prescribed Medicines:  These should only be brought into school when essential; that is where it would be 
detrimental to a child’s health if the medicine were not administered during the school day.  The Teaching 
Assistant with responsibility for Prescribed Medication will meet with the parent and draw up a Care Plan 
agreeing the circumstances when this medication can be given to the student.  

School can only accept medicines that have been prescribed by a doctor, dentist, nurse’s prescriber or 
pharmacist prescriber.   

Medicines should always be provided in the original container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include the 
prescriber’s instructions for administration and dosage.  A written letter of consent by the parent should be 
sent into school with the medication and a Care Plan is written.  

School cannot accept medicines that have been taken out of the container as originally dispensed nor make 
changes to dosages on parental instructions. 

It is helpful, where clinically appropriate, if medicines are prescribed in dose frequencies which enable it to be 
taken outside school hours.  Parents are requested to ask the prescriber about this.  It is to be noted that some 
medicines that need to be taken three times per day could be taken in the morning, after school and at 
bedtime. 

The only prescribed medications that can be carried by students themselves are epipens, insulin and inhalers.  A 
spare, complete with name of student, should be kept in the Medical Room for emergency use.  

All other medications must be stored, administered, and recorded in the Medical Room. 

First Aid in school 
1. Support for Children with Medical Needs 

Parents/carers have the prime responsibility for their child’s health and should provide school with information 
about any medical conditions.  Parents, and the student if appropriate, should obtain details from their General 
Practitioner [GP] or paediatrician, if needed. Parents should provide the school with full information about their 
child’s medical needs, including details on any required medications.  

2. Provision 
The school Medical Room is organised to provide treatment for all students and staff for injuries that occur 
during the school day 8.55 a.m. to 3.40 p.m. Although treatment will be provided by trained staff during school 
hours for incidents that arise at school, it is expected that for routine medical matters the student’s home GP 
will be consulted by the parents/carers.  A programme of preventative medical screening and immunisations for 
students is organised on a regular basis, subject to parental consent. 

3. Practice 
All accidents to students on the school site are recorded in the school’s Accident Book.  When accidents occur in 
school, a qualified First Aider may give first aid if appropriate. 

Nut allergy 
A number of our students suffer from nut allergies therefore it is requested that students do not have products 
containing nuts on the school buses or bring them into school. 
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BITE Primary Link 
This year has been a huge success in terms of Team BITE's link with local primary schools.  Both Kirklevington and 
Layfield enjoyed visits from Conyers future student leaders, who delivered important e-safety messages to Year 5 
and 6 students.  This is the second year of e-safety workshops and popularity with other schools rapidly increasing, 
we hope the workshops success continues to grow year on year.   

The 2018 Lego Competition was very exciting and was our closest competition yet.  Amazing presentations from 
both Layfield and Levendale gave Mr Thoburn a headache in his role of presentation judge and the perseverance of 
Bader impressed Mrs Hudson and Miss Martin in the Programming Challenge.  Levendale were victorious as overall 
winners for the second year running and overall where very impressive!  The challenge has been set and next year’s 
competition should be the most competitive yet. 

 

Andalucia Trip 
On 25 June twenty-seven Year 8 students, alongside Mrs Baker, Mrs Houchen and Mr Ahmed, went to Spain as part 
of the MFL Department’s ongoing mission to offer our students a taste of new cultures and languages.  It was an 
amazing experience, a great way for students to bond with each other and Mrs Houchen to try out her mastery of 
Spanish with several coach drivers (with mixed results!).  

Though we stayed at the Hotel Natali in Torremolinos, which had a pool 
that our students would dip into during the stay, there were lots of 
fascinating and awe inspiring sites to visit.  On our first day in Spain we 
went to Malaga and instantly you could see the contrast between it and 
the likes of Stockton and Middlesbrough.  Though parents and colleagues 
reported experiencing better weather in the UK than we were!  The 
students said that the look, feel and smell of the place was completely 
different to anything they had experienced before.  One of the most 
memorable sites were the remains of the Alcazaba fortress which dated 
back to the 11th century. 

On the second day we went to Ronda and were taken aback by the beauty 
of one of the cathedrals there.  There was a large shopping district and the 
students had the opportunity to practise their Spanish and sample the local 
cuisine – instead most of them went to the closest McDonalds.  Regardless, 
it was incredible to see the difference in tastes as there were many shops 
selling fans, wooden toys and lots of cafes.  One of the highlights of the trip 
was seeing the ‘Puente Nuevo’ or ‘new bridge’ in Ronda and the 
picturesque towns and villages surrounding it.   

The third day was one of the most memorable ever as we went to Granada and visited Alhambra, its many palaces 
and gardens.  No matter what words I use to describe the sheer beauty and scale of the architecture I feel I would be 
doing it a disservice.  Many of the palaces and buildings 
were the result of the Moors invading Spain and later 
generations inspiring what some historians may refer to 
as a ‘Golden Age’ of science, art and literature that 
would later pave the way for our very own renaissance.  I 
remember first hearing about Alhambra from the 
documentary ‘When the Moors ruled Europe’ by Bettany 
Hughes and to see the perfect symmetry and majesty of 
one of the most important periods in European history is 
awe inspiring. 

On the fourth day the students went into the Nerja 
caves, which were mercifully cool, and given a guided 
tour of the 5 million year old network of tunnels.  
Students were pointing out interesting shapes within the 
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rocks such as an owl, the outline of Italy or a football (it was World Cup season after all!).  The experience depended 
upon how well you enjoyed navigating through a complex maze of dark and claustrophobic rock formations.  At 
times it felt like a scene from Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom minus the booby traps.  However, no doubt the 
students much preferred what came next in the day which was 
a visit to Benalmadena, an old market town, that had ice 
cream, gift shops and most importantly of all – a beach!  The 
students, sweltering from the merciless heat, ran towards the 
sea as fast as their little legs could carry them…then ran right 
back again when they realised that there were jellyfish that 
can give you a painful experience.  Once the students 
reminded each other of one of the surest ways to neutralise 
the effects of a jellyfish sting, they decided to paddle in the 
shallow end instead.  Good call!    

As all good things come to end, so did our visit to Spain.  The 
Year 8’s dutifully packed their bags and said adios to Malaga.  
It was a memorable experience for all involved.  It also seems 
that we bought some of the good weather with us. 

Maths 
Maths Stars were awarded three times during the year; in July, 37 students from Key Stage 3 received certificates for 
a whole range of achievements including great homework and a willingness to ask for help when they didn't 
understand. 

There has again been several Maths competitions going on throughout the year.  All classes tackled a cross-number 
challenge on Pi day (3.14 or 14 March) and at Easter Miss Allanson organised an Easter Challenge.  Puzzle Club with 
Mrs Beer has continued to run throughout the year and the Maths Newsletter, which is sent out to all Key Stage 3 
students and parents via email every 4-6 weeks, contains puzzles and challenges for all to try.  

The Senior UKMT Challenge for Sixth Form students, took place in November and then the intermediate challenge, 
involving students from Years 9, 10 and 11 took place in February.  The Junior Challenge, in April, was for Year 7 and 
8 students and four students went on to compete in the follow-on Junior Kangaroo round in June. 

See the Transum website for loads of maths activities that will keep you thinking mathematically over the summer, 
while having fun and learning new skills.  The resources are free to use, either alone or with parents and friends.   

Go to https://www.transum.org/Software/Fun_Maths/Holiday.asp   

 

Health & Social Care 
As part of the Sixth Form Transition day, next year’s Year 12 visited 
Ayersome Court care home where they played skittles and boules. 
The students were beaten hands down by the residents and had a 
fantastic time! 

  



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Car Parking and Access to the School – Enforcement Action 
The Green Lane entrance to the school is extremely busy and subject to congestion around  
08:30 – 09:00 and 15:30 -16:00.  We are seeking the cooperation of parents to keep our students safe coming in and 
out of school. 

Stockton Council have put in new parking restrictions around the entrance to Conyers School, following a series of 
complaints from parents and local residents about inconsiderate or dangerous parking. This is in addition to the 
double yellow lines inside the bus bay.  
Stockton Council parking enforcement team will carry out spot checks and will issue fines to cars illegally 
parked.  The school is enforcing restrictions on access during these hours. 

Can we remind all parents / carers: 

 the bus bay is closed to all cars between 08:30 – 09:00 and 15:20 -16:00, to allow the buses taking students 
to and from the school safe access 

 parking on the double yellow lines is strictly prohibited  

 no vehicle is allowed onto the school site for collecting or dropping off students, without prior agreement 
(restricted to those students with limited mobility) 

 the disabled parking bays at the school are strictly reserved for the use of families with disabled students or 
with injuries, again with prior agreement 

 parking in the vicinity of the school should be done with due consideration for other users of the pavements, 
road and local residents. 

The bus bays are empty after 16:00 and Green Lane considerably quieter.  Parents / Carers may wish to consider 
arranging to collect their children from this time and so avoid the traffic and parking problems.  

These restrictions on parking and access are there to protect the students, parents, visitors and staff.  Can we please 
count on your cooperation with this to help ensure the safety of all concerned.  

Thank you for your help with this matter.  

John McCann  
Director of Finance and Operations  

Holidays in Term Time 

In line with the Local Authority policy for Penalty Notices (Code of Conduct and Procedure for Attendance and 
Exclusions) which was updated in June 2017, holidays in term time will be unauthorised unless there are 
exceptional circumstances to support the request.   

Therefore a penalty notice will be issued if a child has 10 sessions (5 school days) or more of absence in 6 school 
weeks which are classified as unauthorised. 

A warning letter will be issued in regards to an unauthorised holiday in term time if the request for leave is 
deemed not to meet exceptional circumstances.  

Any parent who feels that there are exceptional circumstances regarding their holiday request should put this in 
writing accompanied by any supporting documentation to their child’s Year Manager. 

Notifiable Illnesses 

If your child is diagnosed with chickenpox, shingles or measles please could you inform the school as soon as 
possible. 
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Friends of Conyers 
As the academic year closes Friends of Conyers are pleased to report yet another highly successful year. 

The 2017 Christmas Market was a big success.  Many parents, students and staff were in attendance.  Not forgetting 
a rather jovial Father Christmas dropped by.  We raised nearly £1,400.00 for Friends of Conyers to support extra-
curricular items and activities for Conyers students.  We are pleased to say we are holding the next Christmas Market 
on 23 November 2018, from 5.30 p.m.  One for your diary.  If you're interested in running a stall, forms are available 
via the website or from school reception. 

We are delighted to announce that we have donated funds for the following items: 

 new flat screen TV for the Sixth Form room, to help improve the facilities for our sixth formers  

 grant towards the school Warhammer Club for travel to competitions, in which they excelled earlier this 
term 

 providing props for the November 2018 school show production - Bugsy Malone  

 student leadership awards and prizes, to help celebrate the success of our students across the school 

Friends of Conyers are funded by the Christmas Market, donations and the 100 Club.  Sign up via the website. 

We would like to offer the opportunity to any parents, grandparents or staff to join our team.  Anyone who is 
interested can email friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk.  Meetings are informal and help make the school more of a 
community. 

The dates of all Friends of Conyers meetings will be on the 
website. 

We have just held another successful Friends of Conyers 
evening which was The Prom Extravaganza Fashion Show 
which featured some of our fabulous Year 10 students who 
modelled clothing from Joi Boutique and Perfect Partners 
Middlesbrough.  They all looked amazing!  We made over 
£200.00 

Can I say a big thank you to Mr Marc Kerrault, who was our 
fantastic photographer for the night.  Thank you to ex-
students Lucy Clydesdale, makeup artist, and her team Florrie 
Sewell, Emma Barlow and Chloe Dalton and another lady 
called Anya, who without them the night wouldn't have been 
able to take place.  Thank you to stall holders Forever 
Flourishing, Tilley’s Cupcakes, Anthony Finegan Prom Cars 
and Ruth Barker.  Not forgetting Franks Carpets for supplying 
the carpet for the catwalk free of charge.  Last but not least, 
thank you to all staff who helped on the night. 

Wishing everyone a great summer. 

Nicola Husband 

CIPFA Management Games 
Seven of our Year 12 Economics and Business students (Katie Gill, Lewis Clarke, Curtis Bartholomew, Oliver 
Bosomworth, Holly Smith, Myles Murray and Daniel Magnone) represented the school in the North East Sixth Form 
Management Games held at South Tyneside College. The CIPFA management games gave the students an insight 
into the type of decisions, as well as day-to-day operational issues, facing public sector organisations.  By dealing 
with the challenges of managing under time pressure and dealing with uncertain outcomes the students developed a 
range of team and individual skills. Each round involved the team producing a major piece of work, either in the form 
of a report or an oral presentation. The students were a credit to the school in their respective roles and Oliver 
Bosomworth received a prize for his performance as Chief Executive. 
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ICAEW Business Game 
Twelve of our students took part in the annual Institute of Chartered Accountants England and Wales (ICAEW) 
Business Game held at Stockton Sixth Form College. Competing with other schools in the local area and working in 
two teams of six, our students were given a business case study to analyse and make a recommendation to the 
ICAEW Board of judges in the form of a presentation. Both teams were complimented on their ideas and 
presentations as they developed a range of employability and business skills throughout the day. 

The students involved were: Tom Spencer, Sadie Jemison, Matthew Gordon, Grace Smith, Amelia Balmer, Georgia 
Bruce, Callum Cousin, Oliver Tranter, Abi Cooper, Joshua Ellerby, Rosie Best and Aaron Singh. 

Learning Support 
As usual it's been rather busy in Learning Support with getting the Year 11s through their GCSEs and preparing for 
the up and coming new Year 7s in September. 

There were induction days at college for some of our students.  A couple of them enjoyed their induction days at 
Conyers and now feel better prepared for their A Levels in September, others went to Stockton Riverside College and 
Middlesbrough Colleges for their induction days in Catering, Media, Painting and Decorating and Motor Mechanics.  
We also have a couple of students doing Beauty one at Darlington College and another is off to pastures new in York. 

Our department has introduced physio sessions called Future Steps.  This develops the students’ posture, sensory 
motor functions and promotes social engagement.  It uses simple exercises and is a fun activity for all our students, 
helping them with their posture and concentration in the classroom too. 

A few of our students were also taken to the cafe at Kirklevington Grange as a reward for helping out around school 
when new staff were here for their interviews and a couple have had a baking session as an acknowledgement of 
their hard work and perseverance over the last year. 

 

Careers 
On our Careers Focus Day in June, Year 10 were able to attend a Careers Fair where they met some of our fantastic 
Conyers Sixth Form team and a selection of other local colleges and training providers including among others the 
College of Art, Stockton Riverside, NCS and Askham Bryan.  This proved to be a really informative event helping Year 
10 in their future decision-making process.  The students really valued the opportunity to begin their initial enquiries 
into post-16 study options and this will continue throughout Year 11. 
Year 9 spent their Focus Day at the Riverside Stadium completing the National Enterprise Challenge.  In teams the 
students worked together to design, promote and pitch a 
business proposal to a panel of judges. The day involved the 
students developing key employability skills as they completed 
the challenges set.  
Years 7 and 8 used their Focus Day to learn more about the 
‘personal review process’ by exploring their changing aspirations 
and whether they are on track to achieve them.  They had the 
opportunity working with their tutor and outside agencies to 
explore their strengths, attributes and interests and how these 
might link to future choices in their career pathways.  They 
completed a range of activities throughout the day such as the 
“Buzz Test” run by Youth Direction. Year 7 were able to 
demonstrate their own employability skills in the “Bead 
Challenge” set by Young Enterprise, where they got to practice 
their communication, teamwork and presentation skills whilst developing their knowledge of finance. 
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Technology 
Technology continues to build upon the success from previous years, with the introduction of new GCSE courses in 
Resistant Materials and Engineering along with BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Engineering all of which are 
proving to be very popular and successful. 

At Key Stage 3 we have adjusted our schemes of work and 
allow students to have a much more realistic experience 
developing their manufacturing skills in a wide range of 
materials and processes and lay the foundation for GCSE. 
Students experience working in resistant materials, 
engineering, electronics as well as computer aided design 
(CAD) and computer aided manufacturing (CAM).  All 
students throughout Key Stage 3 should have brought home 
several completed projects in which they have demonstrated 
their design and making skills.  Photographic evidence is on 
iPads.  We have found that students are able to document 
their progress on their iPads and using the ’Showbie’ app this 
has proved to be exceptionally successful as we are now 
environment friendly (paperless) at Key Stage 3.  Excellent 
examples of work have been produced in Key Stage 3 and I hope that you have been proud of what your child has 
brought home. 

At Key Stage 4 GCSE Resistant Material students have produced some outstanding products in which they have been 
able to demonstrate high levels of skill, accuracy and precision.  The introduction of ‘Electronic’ portfolios has 
improved presentation to a professional standard.  

This year has seen the end of the GCSE Engineering ‘Double’ award over the past years it has proved to be 
exceptionally successful.  It has now been replaced with a new course which I am sure will be just as successful.  We 
are very proud of the work produced by our GCSE students this year and are looking forward to seeing the results. 

A lot of work has been put into the development of BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Engineering.  This has included 
Industrial visits to Universities, Manufacturing Organisations such as Nifco, Nissan, Zumtobel and other local 
engineering providers.  Visits have proved to be exceptionally worthwhile and give students an insight to the world 
of work along with guest speakers invited to discuss career opportunities.  Over the years many students have gone 
on to secure apprenticeships with global organisation such as Siemens, Rolls Royce and Jaguar.  Others have 
successfully achieved university places to study Engineering at Newcastle, Northumbria, Teesside and Nottingham.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents who have supported Technology throughout the year with 
their voluntary contributions – it does make a big difference especially with the continued high cost of materials.  
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PE Department 

Keep up to date with all of the team’s fixtures and results via Twitter @ConyersPE. 

Student Leaders 

Conyers' Student Sports Leaders have had a busy year helping with over 20 primary events covering a wide range of 
sports; cricket, netball, football, tennis, athletics, rugby and cross country to name a few.  They were selected to run 
and officiate at a number of Stockton and Tees Valley finals which is testament to the fantastic work they have done 
with Conyers Cluster primary schools.  A group of Year 9 leaders took part in the Stockton Schools Leadership 
Academy and on the back of training planned 
and delivered PE lessons to Year 2 and 5 
students at Levendale Primary the feedback 
from Levendale was amazing and led to them 
winning an Athlete Mentor Session from British 
Olympian Chris Cook. 

This half term saw the introduction of a brand 
new Year 2 Activity Day, 20 Year 8 students led 
a "Stickman" outdoor activity trail at Preston 
Park to over 200 Year 2 students.  The feedback 
was fantastic from all primaries and the 
Stockton Schools Sports Partnership. 

Under 15 Boys Athletic Team 

The Under 15 boys athletic team have enjoyed an excellent season.  

They have been unbeaten throughout and were crowned League Champions at a wonderful afternoon down at the 
Middlesbrough Sports Village. 

The core of the team included Josh Bailey, Luke Hutchinson, Logan Breckon and Matty Drake who have performed 
exceptionally well in every fixture and their own individual events.  They were ably supported by Jonathan Krakue, 
Michael Evans, Dan Payne, Toby Radcliffe, Elijah Delapanosta, Oliver Watt and Will Purves during the season and 
especially on the League Finals Day. 

The Conyers squad dominated the 
afternoon with Josh and Jonathan coming 
1st and 2nd in the 800m, Olly scoring a 
double win in both discus and shot putt, 
Matty put in a fine performance winning 
the 200m and 400m races, Dan and Luke 
finished 1st and 2nd in the 1500m, Will 
Purves came 2nd in javelin and the 
outstanding relay team finished in style 
with a win at the end of the day.  The 
team scored 104 points overall and took 
the title. 

All the boys were tremendous 
ambassadors for the school and should be warmly congratulated on a brilliant performance. 

Cricket 

The Under 13 team won their 1st round match in some style away at Bedale school, winning by 71 runs, with 
excellent knocks from captain Fred Roberts as well as Matty Rose and Year 7 student, Ben English.  With the ball 
again Ben English and Shritan Shankarganesh were the stars.  
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Under 13 cricketers travelled to Redcar Cricket Club to play Huntcliffe in the Maltby Cup.  After a strong batting 
performance from Huntcliffe the boys faced an uphill battle to chase the runs needed for a win and lost by 40 runs.  
Standout performances from Matty Shields and Shritan Shankarganesh. 

Girls Cricket 

Girls cricket this year has been outstanding; with over 20 fixtures being played between the Under 13 A and B teams 
and the Under 15 team. Since May half term, 
the girls have played at least 4 fixtures a week, 
with continued enthusiasm, passion and 
encouragement. The U13 A team continued 
their winning form after their tournament 
earlier on in the year; with some sensational 
sixes, fours and catches. Lucy Murphy (Year 8) 
captained the team and led them to victory on 
numerous occasions; including a 3rd place 
finish in the Maltby Cricket Tournament. The 
U13 B team have been the most impressive; 
after having a tough start against Macmillan; 
they practiced more, tried even harder and 
completed the year with a win against 
Egglescliffe and a 5th place finish (out of 10 Teams) at Maltby Cricket Tournament. Both of the teams have shown 
teamwork, resilience and enthusiasm throughout, even though there was numerous fixtures we always managed to 

field a team. A special mention to Evie Shaw; who 
has participated in all fixtures, without any 
hesitation. All students have been a true asset to 
Conyers. The U15 Team has equally shown 
enthusiasm towards cricket this term; with 2 strong 
matches within the league. Playing in the very hot 
sun, they didn’t moan or complain and showed their 
competition what they were made of. Some 
incredible performances, catches and throws were 
seen throughout the matches- we can’t wait to see 
the progress made before next seasons cricket 
matches.  

U13 A Captain- Lucy Murphy  

U13 B Captain- Maisie Thompson and Evie Shaw  

U15 Captain- Libby Hetherington  

 

Durham County Cricket Trip 

On 21 June, on a glorious sunny day, students from Key Stage 3 enjoyed a day of cricket at the Riverside Ground, 
Chester-le-Street to watch England play Australia in a one day international.  Not only did the students enjoy the 
cricket, England won by 6 wickets, but they took part in the activities around the ground and purchased some cricket 
memorabilia. 

Watersports Trip 

Another successful trip to Argeles Sur Mer.  We were had great weather all week. A swift 24 hour coach ride got us 
there in time to watch England thrash Panama in the World Cup to start a great week.  

Our beach activities were kayaking, sailing, wind surfing and paddle boarding.  We went to the canyoning park as 
well as a high ropes course.  Matty Drake and Josh Bailey standing out on the ropes.  

This year we also went to a wake park where the students learned to knee board, water-ski and then wakeboard.  
Ewan Brown was the standout on this day. 
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Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
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