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   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

It is wonderful to see projects come to fruition and this term has provided many examples of this. Our student 
leadership work has been highly successful and fulfils the school aim of ‘developing young people who contribute 
positively to their community’.  There are many fantastic examples of great leadership across school; in sport and 
the arts and in the day to day interaction in classrooms and on corridors at breaks and lunchtimes.  Conyers’ 
students show a great pride in their community and care passionately about the issues that matter to young people 
today.  Therefore we are very proud that one of our students, Jessica Belch, has been elected Stockton’s Youth MP. 
Jessica ran a great campaign and attracted votes from across Stockton.  However, as well as being a personal 
triumph for one student this was a cause for celebration across the school.  Jessica’s victory is a product of all of the 
hard work which is given to student leadership and citizenship within our community: every member of our school 
community played a part in that victory. 

Another project of which we are very proud was the A level 
Theatre Studies performance.  I was fortunate enough to 
observe students at the very early stages of creating an original 
piece of theatre in January.  Last week was the final 
performance for both AS and A2 students and these were 
stunning pieces of work.  It was wonderful to see students at 
the end of their time at Conyers produce work with the power 
to provoke emotion, whether humour or sadness, in the way 
these groups did.  Similar projects are coming to an end in Art 
and Music and in the written pieces produced across school in 
many subjects.  Students have worked very hard and shown 
great determination and the work produced is a reflection of 
that effort.  We hope that such effort will be replicated in the 

coming weeks as the exam period approaches.  All students facing examinations during May and June should be 
revising during the Easter break putting the vital hours in for examination success in the summer. 

Although the weather is determinedly wintry, the Spring Fete on 27 April will soon be upon us.  Many departments 
across school have benefitted from Friends of Conyers donations to enrich the experiences of students.  The group 
work incredibly hard to raise funds which have an impact upon our whole school community.  Therefore I would ask 
that all families try to contribute in some way, however small, to the fundraising efforts.  Details of how to 
contribute to the Spring Fete are detailed later in the newsletter. 

Have a happy and restful Easter break we return (hopefully to sunshine and warmer skies) on Monday, 15 April at 
8.55 a.m. 

A Level Drama and Theatre Studies Students Perform Examination Pieces 
Year 12 and 13 Drama and Theatre Studies students produced two 
stunning pieces of theatre for their A Level Examination, playing to 
full houses on 20 and 21 March in The Studio.  Audiences were 
enthralled by a moving extract from The Women of Lockerbie by 
Year 12, performed in the style of Frantic Assembly using physical 
and naturalistic theatre elements.  Year 13 students entertained us 
with a hugely creative  adaptation of a Grimms Brothers’ tale, re 
named The Lucky Child, and introduced  some memorable 
characters such as The Devil’s Grandma , The Haughty Queen, The 
Miller’s Wife and even a naughty lady or two.  The external 
moderator was impressed and students gained very pleasing grades. 

Name: 
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 Stockton's New Youth MP Elected 
Jessica Belch from Conyers School, Yarm, has been elected Stockton 
Borough’s MP for the UK’s Youth Parliament.  She polled 1,174 votes and her 
Deputy is Ciaran Poole, from Northfield School, Billingham who received 
1,075 votes. 

Over 7,700 pupils from nine schools were invited to vote in the elections 
which were held in schools for the first time this year.  They were run exactly 
like formal elections for national MPs, with secret ballots and carefully 
controlled counts.  The interest from all the schools resulted in a 72.69% 
turnout. 

Jessica Belch said: “I am delighted at being elected a Member of Youth 
Parliament (MYP) for Stockton-On- Tees!  I am over the moon by the response 
by young people in the area, especially Conyers!  I can't wait to work with 
Councillor McCoy and Ciaran to secure a good future for Stockton's Young 
People. I am looking forward to delivering my points of views to the House of 
Commons in London and meeting other MYP's . It is an exciting new prospect 

and I can't wait to get started!” 

Ciaran, 14, from Billingham, was delighted to be elected and said: “I am really thrilled to be elected Deputy.  I 
thought I was going to come last!  One of the things I am most looking forward to doing is visiting the Houses of 
Parliament and meeting the other Youth MPs.  It is really exciting as I have only been to London once before.  My 
school and friends around the Borough have really supported me which has been great.  I can’t wait to get started.” 

Councillor David Harrington, Stockton Council, Cabinet Member for Corporate Management and Finance said: “I 
congratulate Jessica on winning this election, which was keenly fought and with a superb turnout.  All of the young 
people were first class in their professional approach to them.  It was great to see everyone’s enthusiasm which we 
hope they will carry forward in their adult life for general elections in the future.” 

Councillor Ann McCoy, Stockton Council, Cabinet Member for Children and Young People said: “I think this whole 
process has been a great experience for the young people of our Borough and given them a flavour of democracy in 
action.  I look forward to working with Jessica and Ciaran in the future. They have done extremely well to win these 
elections.” 

The other candidates who stood for election were Angelica Andrejczk (St Patrick's), Daniel Dennis (Egglescliffe), 
Ethan Jackson-McGlade (North Shore Academy), Henry Lidford (Ian Ramsey), Sam Plant (Red House), Laurianne 
Povey (Bede Sixth Form College) and Matthew Wilson (Stockton Sixth Form College). 

Year 9 Girls Visit Teesside University Girls and Gadgets Computer Conference. 

The Teesside University Girls and Gadgets Computer Conference is designed to get girls excited about using 
computers and destroy the myth that computers are for boys. 

Samman Khan, Samantha Readman, Charlotte Sellars, Emma Langley, Holly Alderton  and Zhuhaa Siddiq joined girls 
from other schools from across the county to find out more about the opportunities for women in the computing 
industry. We listened to Alison Brown, senior lecturer in the University Computing Department, talk about her love 
of computing, her career before joining the University and her commitment to the idea that you do not have to be 
male to love computing; that creating and using software was about helping people to achieve their day to day tasks 
and jobs.  We attended a workshop where we learned about 3D images and had the opportunity to make one. The 
process is actually very simple. The hardest part was getting accurate photos for left and right eye vision, particularly 
when taking photos of moving objects. It was agreed that this was a topic that the girls would like to do some more 
work on back at school. 

 Some of you will have received this newsletter by email, if you 
have not, and would like to, please send an email to 

sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 

Change of Email Address 

The school email address is now 
conyers@conyers.org.uk 
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Iceland Visit 

Upon arriving in Iceland, via a flight from Glasgow, it was 
straight to the Blue Lagoon geothermal spa for a bit of 
relaxation after a long day of traveling before staying in the 
group’s opinion the best hotel ‘Hestheimar’.  Our first full 
day in Iceland was spent covering the most popular tourist 
route in Iceland, ‘The Golden Circle’, which include the 
Geysir area, Gullfoss waterfall, and Þingvellir national park 
all with stunning views, before returning to Hestheimar for 
a second night.  On Day 3, we left Hestheimar for a day of 
driving along the south coast, stopping at an ash beach and 
basalt sea cave, Svartifoss waterfall, Vatnajokull glacier and 
a glacial lagoon.  After a very tiring day, we spent the night 
at Hotel Geirland.  Day 4 was the day of the waterfalls as 
we stopped at two different waterfalls in one day as well as 

a geothermal power station, Eyjafjallajökull volcano museum and the Reykjanes peninsula mud pools, before 
spending our final night in Iceland at the capital city, Rekyavik, where we had a meal in the centre of town before a 
good night sleep for the early flight home. 

Iceland was an amazing place to visit and it is a place that I will probably never forget, all of us agree that the visit 
was brilliant and truly amazing.  I hope school organises more trips to Iceland for the next couple of years so other 
people can enjoy the experience of visiting such a wonderful, unique place. 

James Eales, Year 10 

Year 10 Anti Bullying Animations 
Year 10s explored difference and diversity on Focus Day. Using 
plasticine, they created animations to raise awareness across the 
school, and to show that everyone has the right to freedom from 
bullying.  Visit our website www.conyers.org.uk, to view the animations. 

Red Nose Day 
Red Nose Day saw the school raise £1268.41, with students participating 
in a non-uniform day and a cake sale.  Some brave sixth formers even 
sacrificed the hair on their legs with a leg wax, in return for donations! 

REMINDER 
Parents are reminded not to use their vehicles on 

the main school driveway or drop off or collect 
students, unless it is an emergency. 

They should only use the bus-bay to drop off or 
collect students as stated on the signs there and not 

between 3.15 p.m. – 3.50 p.m. 

First Aid 
If your child sustains an injury out of school hours, 
please could you seek medical attention from your 
own doctor’s surgery or local hospital and not send 
your child to school.  The first aiders employed by the 
school are only allowed to deal with injuries 
sustained in school. 

http://www.conyers.org.uk/
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Oxford Visit 
The visit we made to Oxford on 1 March began 
with a very informative talk from one of the tutors 
at Keble College.  She outlined some of the many 
reasons why studying at Oxford would prove an 
excellent opportunity, and also dispelled a few 
myths about the application process and type of 
candidate who usually succeeds in acquiring a 
place at the university.  Studying at Oxford 
immediately seemed like a much more achievable 
goal, and after eating lunch in Keble main hall, we 
were taken on tours of some of the different 
colleges and student accommodation around 
Oxford by ex-Conyers students now studying there.  
This really helped us gain a feel for student life in 

Oxford, but also at University in general, and allowed us to get a feel for the different atmospheres and 
opportunities available at each college.  Any questions we had were answered with complete confidence and we had 
a full opportunity to learn everything we wanted to about the University and the city.  We also had some free time 
to explore the city centre and Oxford’s natural history museum, which certainly gave us a flavour of everyday life in 
the city, and an idea of what is available outside the university sphere.  An early start and late finish to the day 
meant we had as long as possible to explore Oxford, and it proved an incredibly enlightening day for all involved. 

Toby Chapman 

Highly Able Mathematics 
UKMT Maths Challenges 

Conyers students gained six Gold certificates, eleven Silver certificates and twenty one Bronze in the UKMT 
Intermediate Challenge.  Special praise should go to Adam Dadvar in Year 11, who has qualified for the Maclauran 
Olympiad (an international competition) and Soumya Baxi in Year 10 who has qualified for the Pink Kangaroo.  We 
are eagerly awaiting the results of these follow on rounds.  The junior competition takes place on Thursday 25 April. 

Year 10 Team Competition 

On 13 March, four Year 10 students represented the school in a 
team competition organised by the Further Maths Support 
Program.  The students were Soumya Baxi, Sarah Zaranko, Fraser 
Belton and Danielle Casentieri.  They performed very well but it 
was a very close competition and they finished 8th out of all the 
schools in the North East who entered. 

Maths Inspiration Lectures 2013 

Mr Clayton and Mrs Baker took over 50 students to Leeds 
Playhouse Theatre for the 2013 Maths Inspiration Lecture, where 
they were shown how vectors are used in computer games.  
Students and teachers alike were very nostalgic about Pacman!  
Also, did you know that without the ability to solve simultaneous 
equation Google would not have been developed? 

Year 6 Enrichment 

Every Tuesday, 35 Year 6 students arrive at Conyers for a 45 minute Maths session.  The main emphasis has been on 
problem solving but they have also learnt about new topics such as graph theory – they all know what a semi-
Eulerian graph is.  These students have been chosen by the local primary schools. 

Departmental Challenge 

Thanks to all students who have entered Mrs McCabe’s fortnightly maths challenge.  Winners this half term have 
included Amal Al-Afifi and Lauren Perley in Year 8, Matthew Sharp and Scott Marshall in Year 9, and Alex Grant and 
Danielle Casentieri in Year 10.  Winning entries receive prizes, so be sure to enter every fortnight! 
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 James Wharton, MP for Stockton South – Year 12 Focus Day 
 

We were delighted to welcome James Wharton MP to Conyers for 
the March Focus Day.  Mr Wharton took part in a ‘question and 
answer’ session with our Year 12 students.  Questions ranged from 
the concern over tuition fees, the development of the new ‘free 
school’ in Ingleby Barwick to the proposed defence budget cuts.  
Mr Wharton also 
enjoyed a tour of the 
school and was 
impressed with the 
conduct of our 
students from all year 
groups; further proof 

that Conyers is an excellent school with many wonderful students.  We 
hope to invite Mr Wharton back again in the future and kindly thank 
him for finding time from his busy schedule to visit us.  

 

Friends of Conyers 
Thank You 

Friends of Conyers would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has donated money to us via ParentPay; it is a 
very quick thing to do and helps our funds. 

Fete 

Friends of Conyers is currently raising funds to purchase outdoor equipment for students and will also be making 
small donations to various departments within school.  We will be holding our annual Spring Fete on Saturday         
27 April from 12 noon until 4.00 p.m.  There will be lots of attractions and stalls to suit all ages: 

 cream teas  

 climbing wall 

 rodeo bull 

 guess the teacher from baby photos 

 craft stalls 

 Year 6 to Year 9, 7-a-side football tournament 

 hot dogs 

 chocolate tombola 

 bottle tombola 

 old and young bouncy castles 

 plus many more fun things. 

 

Hopefully the weather will be kind to us, but there is a wet weather plan just in case.  The school will also be holding 
a non-uniform day on Friday 26 April to raise money too, more details to follow. 

100 Club Winners 

February’s 100 Club winners were No. 23 (Jackie Belton) and No. 60 (Fran Johnston).  Well done to the winners, who 
won £50 each!  As the newsletter goes to print at the same time as March’s draw we will inform you of the winners 
in May’s newsletter.  If you wish to join please email us at friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk. 

If anyone has any questions please contact friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk or telephone the school office on 
01642 783253 who will put you in touch with the right person. 

 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to 
contact our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

 

mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk


Conyers School is a company limited by guarantee (company No. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at 
Green Lane, Yarm, Stockton-On-Tees, TS15 9ET 

PE Department 
Football 
Year 8 footballers’ hard work in training has paid off, as the boys have reached the County Cup Final, District Cup 
Final and are set to go very close if not all the way to winning the Stockton Schools League.  The triple is still on – so a 
final push to the end of the season is now required! 
The Year 9 football team was unlucky to narrowly miss out with a hard-fought defeat to High Tunstall in the semi-
final of the County Cup. The boys are still unbeaten in the league, and have it all to play for. 
The Year 11 football team are progressing well in the league recently beating both local rivals All Saints and 
Egglescliffe.  They have also reached the District Cup semi-final, but the bad weather disrupted the competition. 

Netball 
The netball season has now finished and we have had a mixed season.  7A qualified for the League Finals at 
Thornaby Pavilion but was beaten by Teesside High 14-5.  7B came 3rd in the League.  8A and 8B came 3rd and 4th in 
the Stockton Schools League.  9A and 10A also qualified for League Finals, 9A drew with Ian Ramsey and 10A beat 
Northfield 11-10.  9B and 10B both finished runners-up in their Leagues. 
A big thank you to all the girls who have attended practices and represented the school in the Stockton District 
Netball League and here’s to looking forward to another successful season in September. 

Rugby 
The Year 7 boys’ rugby team has coped really well with the challenge of competing in their first full 15-a-side games.  
Performances are rapidly improving with each game played. 

Primary High 5 Netball 
Year 11 Student Leaders including Faye Lancaster, Joe Grant, Sam Hunter, Brogan Smith and Joe Dalton ran a 
successful festival with Faye umpiring really well. Levendale Primary won the 
festival. 

Touch Tennis 
Year 8 and 9 students are involved in a touch tennis tournament on Wednesday 
27 March. These students will also go onto lead Primary School tennis festivals. 

Inclusive Sport 
Sean Jarvis and Matthew Harkin were outstanding in their planning and delivery 
of 2 afternoons of games and activities where students were scored on their 
sportsmanship and team work.  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Emily Hugill has organised to go into Layfield Primary and deliver an Easter egg 
hunt session where pupils will take part in challenges to win prizes. 

Tumbling Championships 
Georgia Lane, from Middlesbrough Gym Club, won a Gold Medal in the Tumbling NDP Championships at South 
Tyneside.  She now represents the North East in June at a National Competition in Stoke. 

Calendar Dates 

Thursday 28 March 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 8 April – Friday 12 April Year 11 exam preparation classes (pre-booked) 

Monday 15 April 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Saturday 27 April 12.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. Friends of Conyers Spring Fete 

Tuesday 30 April 4.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Year 10 consultations 

Monday 6 May School closed for Bank Holiday 

Monday 13 May – 24 June A level and GCSE summer exam period 

Friday 24 May 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 3 June 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 11 June 4.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Year 8 consultations 

Friday 19 July 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Tuesday 3 September 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 
 

Follow Us 

Twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results, especially 

during the adverse weather 

 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 

Soccer Summer Special 
From April 2013 

 

    £17 per third per hour                           £45 whole pitch per hour 

 
 

Limited availability on 3G Floodlit Pitch 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Booking essential through 
Go Sport Office 

 
 

Monday 15 April 
Children’s Running Group / Family session 5.30 – 6.15pm  

Y3 – Y6 – 5 week course £10 
Supervised running within Conyers School Grounds 

Children must be provided with drink 
 
 
 

Adult Running Group 6.30 – 7.30pm 
Beginners and Intermediates – 5 week course £10 

Please meet Conyers dining hall 
 

To book a place please contact  - Group leader – Rachel Braithwaite 07917087388 / rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

Meet Conyers School Dining Hall. 

 
 

 

Beginners Ballroom and  
Latin Adult Course 

Friday 
Beginners 6.45 - 7.45pm 
Improvers 7.45 - 8.45pm 

 
Learn the basics of Ballroom and Latin in a fun 

and relaxed atmosphere 
 

Booking essential 
Steve - 07952070726 

 

Zumba 
Monday 

6.50 – 7.35pm 
£3.50 per session 

 
A popular, fun exercise class performed 

to a Samba beat, 
Get fit and have fun 

 



 

 

   Course Day & Time Age Location 
Weekly 

cost 

 
Coach / Contact 

 

 
*Beginners 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday 
6.45–7.45pm 

Adult Gym 
5 week 
course 

Steve Walker at  
Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
Badminton Coaching 

 

 Tuesday 
7-8pm 

Y5–Y9 Sports Hall £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

 Thursday 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday 
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday 
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
 5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Glenn Smith/Joanne Swash 

 
Futsal League  

 

Tuesday  
8.15–9.15pm 

16+ male Sports Hall 
Contact 
coach 

Peter Madden 
07795230804 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday 
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday 
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Micro-tots 

Starting 16/4/13 
 

Tuesday 
4.15-5pm 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Running Group 

From 15/4/13 
 

Monday 
6.30–7.30pm 

Beginners and 
intermediate 

adults 
Local area 

£10 for  
5 week 
course 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

Running Group 
From 15/4/13 

Monday  
5.30 – 6.15pm 

Children/Family 
session 
Y3-Y6 

Conyers 
School 

Grounds 

£10 for  
5 week 
course 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
 7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 
07551715815 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
5.30–6.15pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
6.15–7pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

 Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 

07879627217 

 
Zumba 

 

Monday 
6.50–7.35pm 

16+ Gym £3.50 Sue Wilkinson 

AA cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss   ff oo rr   aa ll ll --   GG oo   SS pp oo rr tt   CC oo nn yy ee rr ss   
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at Green 
Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

 

Go Sport office   :  01642 790296 
Email  :  gosport@conyers.org.uk 

Web Site  :  gosport.conyers.org.uk 

 


