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   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

At Conyers we aim to ensure that all students leave us, whether at 16 or 18, literate, numerate and able to 
communicate effectively.  Our work in this area reaches beyond English and Maths lessons across the whole school.  
We ensure that students are given many opportunities to practise their reading skills, that they have a clear 
understanding of arithmetic and are able to communicate clearly whether in speech or writing, whether face to face 
or using new technologies. 

We know that this is very important to you as parents as mastery of these skills ensures young people can move 
successfully into the adult world and secure gainful employment.   

To help you help your children in this area we have organised a special evening with Friends of Conyers.  A number 
of staff will be giving valuable insights into the work we are doing and how you can build upon this as a family, the 
invitation is below. 

You will see from the rest of the newsletter how busy we have been with much to celebrate.  There are some 
wonderful photographs of our Celebration of Achievement evening in 
which we recognise those students who worked particularly hard 
during the last academic year.  You can see a range of winners from 
Andrew Camsell who was awarded the John Morgan Special Award for 
an outstanding GCSE performance and wonderful contribution to the 
life of the school, to Year 8 students who were recognised for making 
a fantastic start to life at Conyers.  Student Leaders gained their prizes 
from Miss Bringloe who runs the Student Leadership Programme.  
With a staff team she had the opportunity to assess the next group of 
leaders during the Student Leader Residential at Lakeside YMCA 
centre on Lake Windermere.  It was a wonderful weekend and gave 
Year 11 leaders the chance to work alongside the Head Boy and his Deputy on a range of leadership challenges. 

Also being rewarded this term were those Year 7 students who had been elected Associate Leaders and those who 
had produced wonderful ‘Sparking the Gap’ booklets.  These students had the special honour of receiving their 
awards in assembly from Kat Copeland.  She gave an inspirational talk about her journey from shy schoolgirl to 
Olympic Gold medallist and gave us all hope that by working hard we can achieve success. 

May I remind you that for those 
students facing examinations, the 
January modules and multiple re-sit 
options are no longer available.  
Therefore we have brought back 
mock examinations to ensure 
students are properly prepared for 
the final examination period in May 
and June.  The date for these are    
9 – 13 December.  Students need to 
seize this opportunity and revise 
thoroughly as this will be vital to 
achieving summer success. 
Have a lovely half term break.  We 
look forward to welcoming 
students back on                    
Monday 4 November, 8.55 a.m.

Name: 
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Presentation Evening 
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Boro Star Opens New All Weather Pitch 

On Thursday 10 October, despite driving rain and 
gale force winds, Boro star Ben Gibson was invited 
along to the opening of the £200,000 replacement 
pitch.  He played penalty shoot-outs with pupils on 
the pitch and took part in photo opportunities.  
The new ligaturf 260R+ has a shock pad layer 
providing great conditions all year round.  The 
pitch can be used for other sports as well as 
football and also as a teaching resource. 

The pitch is also available for local sports clubs and 
the public.  The replacement was supported by 
funding from Sport England. 

 

 

National Poetry Day 
There was an enthusiastic response to National Poetry 
Day on the 3 October.  Students of all ages, and some 
staff, wrote poems on the theme of water.  The prize 
winning poets were: Charlotte Burgess 9AW, 
Charlotte Bergman 10SG, Lauren Hubbert 7KD, Kyi 
Aye 9JT, Emily Luffman 8AB and Jess Hugill 10LO. 

Year 12s Compete in CIPFA’s Business Competition 
During our CIPFA (Chartered Institute for Public Finance and Accountancy) Business Competition at the South 
Tyneside College, we were given two tasks, with the aim of the day being to propose a budget strategy to a fictitious 
council.  Each task lasted for two hours, one in the morning and then another in the afternoon.  During the course of 
the day, we were given interruptions that depicted real life scenarios and had to divert our course of thinking to 
adapt to the new situation.  Every team was given a Mentor to guide and help them through the day’s challenges. 

Once we had decided upon which budget strategy to propose, we had to present it to the council members, who 
then gave us their opinion and feedback, as well as grilling our suggestions. 

At the end of the day, after having presented our budget strategy, we were given a presentation on CIPFA itself and 
then the winner was announced.  Sadly, we only finished second falling just a few points short of winning. 

All in all, it was a great experience that could definitely be repeated next year and every member of our team 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Liam Hough 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and 
an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for 

you to contact our Student and Parent helpline if 
you have any concerns. 

Schoolcomms 
There may be times throughout the school year when we need to contact parents via Schoolcomms.  The 
Schoolcomms mobile telephone service only allows us to use 160 characters per message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be used.  Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them. 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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Conyers Going for Gold  

Year 7 students had the opportunity of a lifetime to meet and 
question a real life local hero in Olympic rowing, gold medalist Kat 
Copeland. A former student of Ingleby Mill School, one of our 
feeder primaries, Kat generously agreed to devote her time to 
inspiring the Conyers generation. Students had spent tutorial 
time reliving the excitement of Kat and rowing partner Sophie 
Hosking's stunning victory at Eton Dorney in the wonderful 
summer of 2012. Each tutor group prepared questions to put to 
Kat, ranging from her training regime to her pre race dietary 
requirements (parmos not included - at least not very often!)  

Kat spoke to Year 7 about her school days and how she 
became interested in rowing and developed her competitive 
spirit. The students were encouraged to get involved and keep 
trying to make small improvements. Kat then rewarded the 
successful students from our Sparking the Gap project with 
bronze, silver and gold medals for the most outstanding 
booklets. Kat was impressed with the standard of work and 
incredible care that had been taken to produce such 
wonderful results.The future leaders of the school were then 
awarded with their Associate Leader badges by Kat. Each 
student had been elected as the representative of their tutor 
group on the Year 7 Council. 

A final opportunity to talk individually to Kat and feel the enormous weight of her London 2012 gold medal was 
enjoyed by many students. We would like to extend a huge thanks to Kat for such an inspirational visit and look 
forward to seeing her visit Conyers again in the future. 

 

 

 

Medication 
Please note that medication cannot under any circumstances be given to students without written 
permission from a parent, due to Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to send your child to school 
with medication, due to Department for Education standard guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers instructions.  This includes antihistamines, paracetamol and 
all generic painkillers. 

New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages? 

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms 

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please 
email sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk


Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Macmillan's Coffee Morning 2013 

Citizenship Student Leaders would like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone for supporting Macmillan's biggest fundraising 
event, Coffee Morning 2013.  The school raised £2408. 

Year 6 Open Evening 
A big thank you to all students who helped at our Year 6 Open Evening.  The evening was a resounding success.  
Remember the school prospectus for 2014-15 can still be downloaded from our website, www.conyers.org.uk. 

 

 

www.parentpay.com 

ParentPay is a quick efficient way of paying online 
for school lunches, art materials,school visits etc. 

If you have misplaced your login details or 
passwords please contact finance@conyers.org.uk 

or ring school on 01642 792418. 

Maths 

Team 'Triple C' has been participating in the National 
Cipher Challenge.  The team comprises of Amy 
Neville, Lauren Perley, Harry Roberts, Natasha 
Cousin, Amal Al-afifi, Nathan Evans, Nathaniel 
Cornforth, Alistair Eales, Keaton Hold and Megan 
Gresty from Year 9, and Jacob Billing and Alfie Allison 
from Year 8. 

Triple C has successfully made it through the first 
round, and we wish them luck as we move into next 
half term. 

The Maths Department Fortnightly Challenge is once 
more to be found on notice boards and in classrooms 
around school.  Winners so far are Chunfang Pang, 
Anna Warburton, Morven Szulc and Charlotte Sellars.  
There are always two problems of different 
difficulties, with prizes to be won for the best 
solutions posted in Mrs McCabe's box. 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

Following the parent ballot, Paul Ettridge was duly 
elected to the Parent Governor Vacancy. 

http://www.conyers.org.uk/
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PE Department 
Rugby 

Year 7 boys have made an excellent start to their Conyers playing careers.  The enthusiasm and willingness to learn 
of the 20 player squad has been impressive in their weekly training sessions.  The boys have thrown themselves 
(often literally) into the action, making fearless tackles and dynamic runs.  In the round robin league competition, the 
team has recorded 2 convincing victories against Northfield and Redcar Community College.  They were involved in 
an exciting draw against Manor College and a narrow defeat to a much more experienced Macmillan College. 

In the Under 14 league, Year 8 and 9 boys are playing together for the first time.  They have quickly gelled to form a 
well organised, passing side.  Wins in 3 out of their first 4 games have 
positioned the team 4th in the league with 3 games to go. 

Football 

Year 7 boys have made a fantastic start to the season remaining unbeaten so 
far, winning their first two league games.  They have also reached the 3rd 
round of the English Schools National Cup after an excellent performance 
against Macmillan, winning 8-1. 

Year 8 boys have had a good start to the season progressing to the second 
round of the Cleveland County Cup and doing well in the Stockton league. 

With a strong start to the season, Year 9 boys were disappointed to have lost 
in round 2 of the English Schools National Cup after a narrow 2-1 defeat in 
extra time.  The team is playing some great football and this has been helped 
by the new AGP surface.  We are competing on three trophy fronts and are 
hopeful of some silverware this season. 

Year 10 boys have performed well, winning all of their games so far this season. A strong performance against Dyke 
House at home has led to progression into the 3rd round of the English Schools National Cup. 

Under 14 and 16 girls are progressing in both the league and cup competitions, and are continuing to develop as a 
team. 

The Sixth Form have made a positive start to their season winning two out of the three games. 

Netball  

All year groups have been involved in lunchtime practices this term and matches will start in earnest following half 
term.  9A played in atrocious monsoon type conditions at their tournament, which ultimately had to be abandoned.  
Year 10 played in their tournament with 10A just missing out qualifying for the semi-finals.  Year 11 lost their first 
match to Teesside High.  Here’s hoping for better weather next half term and good luck to all teams. 

LTA School of the year award 

Conyers was awarded Secondary School of the Year 2013 by Durham and Cleveland Lawn Tennis. This was thanks to 
Conyers Students from Year 8 and 9 who were fully commited to the TBSF.  They worked closely with Anne Clayton 

from Yarm Tennis Club who delivered the organiser 
and competition course to them and ran a touch tennis 
tournament for them.  The students then successfully 
helped deliver the Stockton Final, showing great 
enthusiasm and commitment.  The students went on 
to repeat this performance at the Tees Valley Final and 
the County Final - each time receiving high praise and 
some fantastic compliments.  The award was received 
at the Stadium of Light as part of the North East Tennis 
awards.  Well done to all our leaders: Lewis Heap, Tom 
Morris, Tom Dodds, Dominic Tiffany, Emma Langley, 
Faye Edemeson, Sophie Robinson, Laura McCann and 
Sophie Huggins. 

Primary Tag Rugby Festival  

The Student Leaders that helped out at this festival were fantastic umpires - prior to the festival they took part in 
some training sessions where they practiced refereeing Year 7 students.  

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results 
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The training really helped them on the day and the students were praised for their efforts by parents and staff from 
the primary schools.  The final game, umpired by Richie Parkin and Elliot Walker, was a tough final with tries scored 
one after the other.  Elliot had to make a tough call and rule out the final try as the player drove over the line, which 
is not allowed in tag rugby.  This led to a Levendale win.  

Other umpires and helpers on the day were Nathan O'Boyle, Josh Waller, Mikey Williams, Subhaan Ali, Kate 
Springhall and Frazer Belton.  A big thank you to all as the festival would not have gone ahead without you. 

Primary Football Festival  

James Miller, Daniel Spence, Jake Ketringham and Harry Gibson refereed lots of games in the Football Festival.  
There was a fantastic turn out from all primary schools, with 9 teams entered. Emily Hugill helped with scoring. A big 
thank you to all who helped out on the afternoon.  

Calendar Dates 
Wednesday 23 October, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 4 November, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 20 – Friday 22 November School show ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, Arc, Stockton 

Friday 22 November Focus Day 2 

Tuesday 17 December, 7.30 p.m. Carol Service, Yarm Parish Church 

Friday 20 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2014  

Monday 6 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Christmas holidays 

Friday 14 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 24 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 4 April, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22 April, 8.50 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 5 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Friday 23 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 2 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 18 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 1 September Staff development day – school closed to students 

Tuesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

Year 11 Student Residential  

The Student Leadership Residential was a successful weekend 
with all thirty two students completing various tasks from night 
walking, high ropes and kayaking.  They developed skills 
individually and as leaders.  Each student had a variety of roles 
which allowed them to communicate, delegate and lead a team.  
A very successful weekend with the weather playing a key role in 
enabling all students to complete activities.  Staff and students 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, a brilliant weekend! 
 

 

Some of you will have received this newsletter by 
email, if you have not, and would like to, please 

send an email to sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 

REMINDER 

Students must wear their seatbelts when 
travelling on school buses. 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 
During July and August Cleveland Land Services carried out  

refurbishing works to the AGP.  
The surface and shock pad were replaced with Ligaturf 260RS+  

with a 25mm shock pad.  
The surface is the latest in AGP technology with both Chelsea and 

Liverpool Football Clubs having Ligaturf 240RS+ at their training centres.  
 

The provision for football is a full size AGP with floodlights 
which can also be used for 7 a side football on reduced size pitches as well 

as the FA's soon to be introduced 9-v-9 pitch size. 
All goals and team shelters have also been updated to allow for an 

enhanced playing experience.  
 

The facility can be hired for training and match play  
at very competitive rates.   

Please contact the Go Sport office for pitch availability. 
 

This work was supported by Sport England funding. 
 

BADMINTON 
COACHING 

Tuesday 
7 - 8pm 
Y5 – Y9 

 

8 - 9pm 
Y10 – Adult 

 

Beginners and 
Improvers 

£3 per session 

Aero-Tone 
Ten Week Tone-Up 

Starting Sunday  
6 October 
6.15 - 7pm 

Blend of aerobics 
and legs, bums  

and tums 
 

10 weeks pay in 
advance £25 or 
£3.50 per week 

WADOKAI 
MARTIAL 

ARTS 
 

Wednesday 
6.15 - 7.45pm 

 
6 years to Adult 

 
£4 per session 

 

ADULT 
BEGINNERS 
BALLROOM 
AND LATIN 

 Friday 
6.45 – 7.45pm 

 

Booking essential 
Contact Steve 

Walker 
Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

Winter Cricket 
Starting January 2014 

we are able to offer 

winter training nets for 

 junior and senior 

cricket teams  

Available Sundays 

from 10am 
 

Booking essential though 

the Go Sport Office 

 

Blitzfit 70’s 
Dance Workout 

Friday  
5.45 - 6.45pm 

£4.50 per 
session 

 

Booking essential 
Contact Adele 
Dance Infusion 
07802440253 

In association with  
MFC Foundation we are pleased 
to offer female football coaching 

sessions free of charge 
 
 

Monday 4 - 5pm Y9 - Y11  
Conyers Sports Hall 

 
Friday 4 - 5pm Age 18+ 10 week course 

Conyers AGP 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Course 

 
Day & Time Age Location Weekly cost Coach / Contact 

Aero-Tone 
 

Sunday 
6.15-7pm 

16+ Gym 

£25 in 
advance 10 

week block or 
£3.50 weekly 

Lynsey Carter 

Badminton Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
7-8pm 

Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Badminton Coaching 

 
Tuesday  
8-9pm 

 

14 years - Adult Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Blitzfit 70’s dance workout 
 

Friday 
5.45-6.45pm 

16+ Gym £4.50 

 
Adele 

07802440253 
 

 
*Beginners 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday  
6.45–7.45pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Steve Walker at Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday  
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday  
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 
Thursday  
4.15-5pm 

 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Cricket Coaching 

 
 

Sunday 
6-7pm 

U9’s Sports Hall 
£45 for 9 
weeks 

Stewart Ballantyne 
07824140414 

 
Cricket Coaching 

 
 

Sunday 
7-8pm 

U11/U13’s Sports Hall 
£45 for 9 
weeks 

Stewart Ballantyne 
07824140414 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday  
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday  
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 
07551715815 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday  
5.30–6.15pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday  
6.15–7pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 

AA cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss   ff oo rr   aa ll ll --   GG oo   SS pp oo rr tt   CC oo nn yy ee rr ss   
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at  
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