
GCSE French 

Secret Success Sheet 

Listening 

Foundation 

Listening exam: AQA Advice to students 
• Read the rubric introduction to the question carefully. This will help you to give 

sensible answers. 

• Answer every question, especially where you have to write a letter. If in doubt, 

have a guess. 

• Listen carefully to the whole utterance – don’t base your answer on the first thing 

you hear. There will be distractors in some questions. 

• Don’t give up if you find a question difficult – some more accessible questions will 

come up later in the test. 

• Look carefully at the wording of the question – are you giving the specific infor-

mation required? 

• If you are asked to give one reason or one detail, only give one. 

Distractors To make the answer less obvious and the 

task more challenging examiners often put “distractors” 
into the text. For example, if you had to choose how some-
one prefers to travel between 3 pictures (a car, a plane, a 
train ) it is likely that you will hear all 3 words , but have to 
work out exactly what they say about them (e.g. I really 
like travelling by train. However, I hate going by plane or 
car).  

NEgatives: ne… pas (not), ne… jamais (never), ne...plus 

(no more/longer) 

Comparisons: plus… que (more than), moins… que (less 

than) mieux (better) meilleur (best). 
 

EXAMPLE 
Suzanne : « Mon frère aime les glaces, mais moi j’aime les bonbons. 
»  
Question: What does Suzanne like?  
Distraction: Opinion of brother  

AQA TOP TIPS 

Before the exam …  

 do approach the exam calmly - be relaxed!  

 don’t neglect listening revision - practise it! 

 do revise your vocabulary - keep it topped up!  

 don’t miss out the little words - learn to spot them!  

 do study different types of question - be prepared!  

 don’t leave out or predict topics - be thorough!  

 do learn to recognise distractors - be aware!  

 don’t expect to understand everything - be realistic!  
During the exam …  

 do read each question well - check it carefully!  

 don’t rush to give a quick answer - take your time!  

 do listen twice before answering - be sure!  

 don’t puzzle over a picture - keep it in context!  

 do follow a given example - it’s there to help!  

 don’t write while listening - one thing at a time!  

 do write all answers legibly - keep it neat!  

AQA      LISTENING 
STRATEGIES 

1. Predict what is going to be 
said. Use cognates and 
near cognates, practice how 
they sound through Quizlet so you are able to recognise them 
in listening.  

2. Make informed guesses of meaning of words in context. Listen 
carefully for word families, synonyms, high frequency phrases 
and negatives.  

3. Listen carefully for detail. Think about which tense is being 
used as this could be vital. Are there any time indicators to 
help with meaning and tense? E.g. le weekend dernier/
prochain. Can the tone of voice or intonation give any clues as 
to general or specific meaning? As everything said is not going 
to be relevant, try to  mentally summarise the key points.  

TIP: KNOW YOUR TIME PHRASES 

Souvent (often), toujours (always), quelquefois 
(sometimes), de temps en temps (from time to 
time), normalement (normally), la semaine 
dernière (last week), dans un mois (in a month), 
deux fois par an (twice a year), maintenant (now), 
à l’avenir (in the future), avant (before), après 
(after), hier (yesterday), demain (tomorrow). 

WHAT TO DO IN THE 5 MINUTES READING TIME 

 Read the questions AND ANY EXAMPLES carefully. 

 Circle/underline any important things in the question e.g. the con-
text (in a shop). 

 Check what language you are supposed to answer in (match the lan-
guage of the question). 

 Predict any French words you may hear and write them down. 

 Write down any French words which associate with pictures in a 

question. 

 Take a deep breath… get into the zone!! 

Use the ‘spell’ section of Quizlet to practice topic specific vocabu-

lary for every unit. You only need to recognise vocab, not spell 

You’ll hear each exercise twice. There 

will be lots of extra information to 

distract you, Learn to disregard some 

and only make note of what is re-

quired. 

Timings 

5 minutes 

reading 

time 

30 minute 

exam 


