
GCSE French 

Secret Success Sheet 

GOLDEN RULES 

1. Be punctual! Failure to show up on time for your exam could result in no mark for speaking (25% ).  

2. Be professional! Wait to enter the exam in silence. You may not discuss anything about the content of the test to other students. This 
could result in disqualification. 

3. Be organised! Come with notes to read through while you are waiting to enter preparation room. Use 12 minute preparation time wisely 
for role play and photo card (you’ll hand over notes before the general conversation).  

4. Be savvy! Only answer what is required in the role play – keep it brief. When asking the question, make sure it is about what is written on 
the card. Develop your answers in the photo card. You can guess what’s in the photo using ‘je pense que’. Memorise answers for the general 
conversation so that you can talk with confidence. Ask et toi after your first answer in the General Conversation.  

5. Be prepared! Learn set structures (e.g. high 5 phrases) which you can use in a variety of topics. Memorise examples of each tense includ-
ing the pronunciation to win marks (e.g. je suis allé/ je vais aller).  

Role Play: AQA Advice for students  
• Read the introduction carefully – it’s there to help you 

understand the scenario. 

• You can write down exactly what you are going to say 

for each of the bullet points if you want to. 

• Prepare only the information required by each 

bullet point - if it says ‘one detail’, only prepare 

one detail. 

• Listen carefully to the question that your teacher asks 

you for the unprepared task – it might be in two parts. 

• Make sure you know common question words such as 

when, what, how, where. 

• You can ask for repetition of a question. Say ‘encore’ (again). 

Speaking 

Foundation 

General Conversation: AQA Advice for students  
• Ask your teacher a question during the discussion of your nominated 

theme to make sure you don’t forget. 

• Try to vary the language you use, for example learn different ways of expressing 

opinions, have a bank of different adjectives, try and use connectives to make your 

sentences longer/more complex where possible. 

• Try to remember to give and justify your opinions without always 

being prompted by your teacher. 

• Don’t worry if you can’t answer a question – 

your teacher will move on to something else. 

• Work hard on your pronunciation 

• You can ask for repetition of a ques-

tion, but make sure it is in the target 

language. Practise how to do this. You can 

say ‘Répétez s’il vous plait’ or ‘Comment?’, for 

example. 

Photo Card: AQA Advice for students  

• Prepare answers of at least three sentences 

for each of the three questions on the 

card, using a verb in each one. 

• One of the prepared questions will require 

an answer in a time frame other than the present.  

• Listen carefully to the unseen questions your 

teacher asks you. 

• If your teacher interrupts you during 

any of your answers 

to the first three 

questions, it’s to 

make sure there is 

time for the 

two unpre-

pared questions 

so don’t be put off if 

this happens. 

• Keep to language 

you understand – there are no marks 

in this part of the test for complex language, 

only for communication, so keep it simple and clear. 

• You can ask for repetition of a question, but make 

sure it is in the target language. Practise how to do 

this. 

The Setup 

Prep room with invigilator: 12 minutes 

preparation time to make as many notes 

as possible on role play and photo card. 

Exam room with teacher:  

1) Role Play (2 minutes) 

2) Photo Card (2 minutes) 

3) General Conversation (2 themes, 

1 and a half– 2 and a half minutes 

on each). 

KNOW YOUR THEMES/TOPICS 

Theme 1: Family, relationships, technology, free 

time, festivals. 

Theme 2: Home and local area, Social Issues 

(Charity and Healthy Living), Global Issues 

(Environment), Travel and Tourism (Holidays) 

Theme 3: School, Jobs and Future Plans. 

 THEME 2 will be your first general conver-

sation theme. 

 Your PHOTO CARD can’t be on any of the 

topics in theme 2 

Role Play: Keep it simple, only 

answer the questions, no more.  

! = mystery question.  

? = ask a question. Give your 

opinion  on what it says on the 

card and then say ‘et toi’. 

Question Words 

Où = Where? 

Quand = When? 

Pourquoi = Why? 

Qui = Who? 

Quel = Which? 

Comment = How? 

Est-ce que tu aimes? = Do you like? 

Est-ce que tu as? = Do you have? 

Qu’est-ce que tu penses? = What do you think? 

General Conversation: Learn 

answers for theme 2 and memo-

rise structures you can use for 

lots of questions (high 5 struc-

tures). Always give opinions and 

reasons. 

Photo Card: 3 prepared ques-

tions to develop. Read your 

notes for these in the exam!  

2 mystery questions  - listen 

carefully and just answer these 

accurately. 


