
GCSE French 

Secret Success Sheet 

Q1) 90 word writing (16 marks).  

 CHOICE OF 2 QUESTIONS, ONLY ANSWER 1!  

 Translate all bullet points across both questions and answer the one you understand the most 

bullet points for.  

 Use the language in the bullet points in your answer but DON’T use votre/vos (your), change these to MON/MA/MES. E.g. ‘votre 

destination de vacances préférée’ to ‘ma destination de vacances préférée est...’. 

 Give 3 opinions and reasons. 

 Use past, present and future tense (1 example of each - see examples below). 

 Tailor the answer to allow you to use vocab you know… keep it simple and secure the marks, you are being marked against founda-

tion students! 

Writing 

Higher 

Q2) 150 word writing (32 marks).  

 CHOICE OF 2 QUESTIONS, ONLY ANSWER 1!  

• Aim to write roughly the number of words required and plan your answer before 

starting to write. 

• Read the bullet points and the scene setting carefully, ensuring you know exactly 

what they require in terms of response. 

• Ensure that what you write relates to the bullet points in some way. 

• When including complex language, check that your verbs and spellings are accurate. 

Q2) Translation (12 marks).  

 1 paragraph to translate into French 

with multiple tenses involved. 

 Practice high frequency words and 

phrases, especially connectives and 

prepositions. 

 Check carefully that all aspects of the 

translation have been addressed accu-

rately, particularly the little words. 

Timing  

Suggestions 

(1 hour 15 

minutes) 

Q1 = 15 

minutes 

Q2 = 35 

minutes 

Q3 = 15 

minutes 

Proof read = 

10 minutes 

 

PHRASES TO LINK BACK TO BULLET POINTS TO ENSURE RELEVANCE: 

...donc, c’est très important pour moi 

...donc, c’est très spécial pour moi 

...alors c’était vraiment important/spécial 

Ce que j’ai trouvé spécial/important, était... 

MUST USE STRUCTURES: 

Links: cependant, malheureusement, d’autre côté 

Opinions: je dois avouer que, autant que je sois con-

cerné  

Variety: il faut, après avoir, avant de + infinitive 

Extended structures: puisque, bien qu’il soit 

 

Interesting vocabulary: formidable, incroyable 

Tenses: present, perfect, imperfect, future, conditional  

Use the Quizlet links in Showbie to practice topic specific vocabulary and French 

spellings for every unit.  


