
GCSE German 

Secret Success Sheet 

Q1) 90 word writing (16 marks).  

 CHOICE OF 2 QUESTIONS, ONLY ANSWER 1!  

 Translate all bullet points across both questions and answer the one you understand the most 

bullet points for.  

 Use the language in the bullet points in your answer but DON’T use dein(e)/Ihr(e) (your), change these to MEIN/MEINE. E.g. ‘Dein 

Lieblingsessen’ to ‘mein Lieblingsessen ist…..’. 

 Give 3 opinions and reasons. 

 Use past, present and future tense (1 example of each - see examples below). 

 Tailor the answer to allow you to use vocab you know… keep it simple and secure the marks, you are being marked against founda-

tion students! 

Writing 

Higher 

Q2) 150 word writing (32 marks).  

 CHOICE OF 2 QUESTIONS, ONLY ANSWER 1!  

• Aim to write roughly the number of words required and plan your answer before 

starting to write. 

• Read the bullet points and the scene setting carefully, ensuring you know exactly 

what they require in terms of response. 

• Ensure that what you write relates to the bullet points in some way. 

• When including complex language, check that your verbs and spellings are accurate. 

Q2) Translation (12 marks).  

 1 paragraph to translate into German 

with multiple tenses involved. 

 Practise high frequency words and 

phrases, especially connectives and 

prepositions. 

 Check carefully that all aspects of the 

translation have been addressed accu-

rately, particularly the little words. 

Timing  

Suggestions 

(1 hour 15 

minutes) 

Q1 = 15 

minutes 

Q2 = 35 

minutes 

Q3 = 15 

minutes 

Proof read = 

10 minutes 

 

PHRASES TO LINK BACK TO BULLET POINTS TO ENSURE RELEVANCE: 

...deswegen ist es mir sehr wichtig (that’s why it’s very important to me) 

...also war es sehr wichtig / besonders (so it was very important / special) 

Was ich ganz / sehr wichtig finde ist….. (what I find very important is….) 

MUST USE STRUCTURES: 

Links: jedoch, leider, auf der anderen Seite 

Opinions: es lässt sich nicht leugnen, dass / ich muss 

zugeben, dass (I must admit that) 

Variety: of vocabulary, particularly adjectives! 

Extended structures: obwohl es….. ist  

 

Interesting vocabulary: wäre , hätte  

Tenses: present, perfect, future, conditional  

Use the Quizlet links in Showbie to practice topic specific vocabulary and German 

spellings for every unit.  
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Tips for answering questions with specific  

structures 

 Beschreib ….. (describe) 

 Erzähl ….. (speak about) 

 …ideal (needs conditional tense e.g. wäre—
would be, hätte—would have) 

 Warum (needs a reason - weil, da (verb to 
end) denn (doesn’t change word order)) 

 Als du jünger warst (needs imperfect - ich 
war) 

 Wenn du älter bist (when you are older - 
needs a future/conditional tense) 

Role Play: AQA Advice for students  
• Read the introduction carefully – it’s there to help you 

understand the scenario. 

• You can write down exactly what you are going to say 

for each of the bullet points if you want to. 

• Prepare only the information required by each 

bullet point - if it says ‘one detail’, only prepare 

one detail. 

• Listen carefully to the question that your teacher asks 

you for the unprepared task – it might be in two parts. 

• Make sure you know common question words such as 

when, what, how, where. 

• You can ask for repetition of a question. Say ‘encore’ (again). 

Speaking 

Higher 

General Conversation: AQA Advice for students  
• Ask your teacher a question during the discussion of your nominated 

theme to make sure you don’t forget. 

• Try to vary the language you use, for example learn different ways of 

expressing opinions, have a bank of different adjectives, try and use connec-

tives to make your sentences longer/more complex where possible. 

• Try to remember to give and justify your opinions without 

always being prompted by your teacher. 

• Don’t worry if you can’t answer a question – 

your teacher will move on to something else. 

• Work hard on your pronunciation 

• You can ask for repetition of a ques-

tion, but make sure it is in the target 

language. Practise how to do this. You can 

say ‘Wiederholen, bitte’ or ‘(wie) bitte?’, for 

example. 

Photo Card: AQA Advice for students  

• Prepare answers of at least three sentences 

for each of the three questions on the 

card, using a verb in each one. 

 At least one of the questions will 

require an answer in a time frame other than 

the present (mostly 1 past and 1 future across 

all 5).  1 question will most likely include a 

different subject e.g. elle/tes amis.   

• Listen carefully to the un-

seen questions your teacher 

asks you. 

• If your teacher inter-

rupts you during any 

of your answers to 

the first three questions, 

it’s to make sure there is time 

for the two unprepared ques-

tions so don’t be put off if this 

happens. 

• Keep to language you understand – there are no 

marks in this part of the test for complex language, only 

for communication, so keep it simple and clear. 

• You can ask for repetition of a question, but make 

sure it is in the target language.  

The Setup 

Prep room with invigilator: 12 minutes 

preparation time to make as many notes 

as possible on role play and photo card. 

Exam room with teacher:  

1) Role Play (2 minutes) 

2) Photo Card (3 minutes) 

3) General Conversation (2 themes, 

2 and a half– 3 and a half minutes 

on each). 

KNOW YOUR THEMES/TOPICS 

Theme 1: Family, relationships, technology, free 

time, festivals. 

Theme 2: Home and local area, Social Issues 

(Charity and Healthy Living), Global Issues 

(Environment), Travel and Tourism (Holidays) 

Theme 3: School, Jobs and Future Plans. 

 YOU CHOOSE A NOMINATED THEME AND 

YOUR PHOTO CARD WILL NOT BE ON 

THIS THEME 

 ROLE PLAY could be on any theme/topic 

Role Play: Keep it simple, only 

answer the questions, no more.  

! = mystery question.  

? = ask a question. Give your 

opinion  on what it says on the 

card and then say ‘et toi’. 

Question Words 

Wo = Where? 

Wann = When? 

Warum = Why? 

Wer= Who (mit wem = Who with?) 

Welcher / welche / welches = Which? 

Wie = How? 

Magst du / hast du? = Do you like/have? 

Was = What? 

Was denkst du? = What do you think? 

General Conversation: Learn 

answers for theme 2 and memo-

rise structures you can use for 

lots of questions (high 5 struc-

tures). Always give opinions and 

reasons. 

Photo Card: 3 prepared ques-

tions to develop. Read your 

notes for these in the exam!  

2 mystery questions  - listen 

carefully and just answer these 

accurately. 

GOLDEN RULES 

1. Be organised! Come with notes to 
read through while you are waiting to 
enter preparation room. Use 12 minute preparation time 
wisely for role play and photo card (you’ll hand over notes before the general con-
versation). 

2. Be savvy! Only answer what is required in the role play – keep it brief. When ask-
ing the question, make sure it is about what is written on the card. Develop your 
answers in the photo card. You can guess what’s in the photo using ‘es scheint mir, 
dass’. Memorise answers for the general conversation so that you can talk with con-
fidence. Ask et toi after your first answer in the General Conversation.  

3. Be prepared! Learn set structures (e.g. cloud 9 phrases) which you can use in a 
variety of topics. Memorise examples of each tense including the pronunciation to 
win marks (e.g. ich bin gegangen / ich werde gehen). 

Use fillers to allow you time to think: 

also, naja, Moment 
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Listening 

Higher 

Listening exam: AQA Advice to students 

• Read the rubric introduction to the question carefully. This will help you 

to give sensible answers. 

• Answer every question, especially where you have to write a letter. If in 

doubt, have a guess. 

• Listen carefully to the whole utterance – don’t base your answer on the 

first thing you hear. There will be distractors in some questions. 

• Don’t give up if you find a question difficult – some more accessible ques-

tions will come up later in the test. 

TIP: KNOW YOUR TIME PHRASES 

Time phrases:  oft , immer, manchmal, ab und zu, 
normalerweise, am Anfang, später, endlich, 
nächsten Sommer, letzte Woche, in einem Monat, 
zwei mal im Jahr, jetzt, bald, in der Zukunft, vor 
drei Jahren, (be)vor, nach, früher. 

Distractors To make the answer less obvious and the 

task more challenging examiners often put “distractors” 
into the text. For example, if you had to choose how some-
one prefers to travel between 3 pictures it is likely that you 
will hear all 3 words , but have to work out exactly what 
they say about them. 

Negatives: nicht (not), nie (never), nicht mehr (no more/

longer) niemand (no-one), weder…. noch (neither, nor) 

Comparisons: mehr als (more than), weniger als (less 

than) besser (better) am besten (best) 
 

WHAT TO DO IN THE 5 MINUTES READING TIME 

 Read the questions AND ANY EXAMPLES carefully. 

 Circle/underline any important things in the question e.g. the con-
text (in a shop). 

 Check what language you are supposed to answer in (match the lan-
guage of the question). 

 Predict any German words you may hear and write them down. 

 Write down any French words which associate with pictures in a 

question. 

 Take a deep breath… get into the zone!! 
You’ll hear each 

exercise twice. 

There will be lots 

of extra infor-

mation to distract you, Learn to dis-

regard some and only make note of 

what is required. 

Timings 

5 minutes reading 

time 

40 minute exam 

 

AQA      LISTENING STRATEGIES 
1. Predict what is going to be said. Use cognates and near cog-

nates, practice how they sound through Quizlet so you are able 
to recognise them in listening.  

2. Make informed guesses of meaning of words in context. Listen 
carefully for word families, synonyms, high frequency phrases 
and negatives.  

3. Listen carefully for detail. Think about which tense is being 
used as this could be vital. Are there any time indicators to help 
with meaning and tense? E.g. letztes Wochenende / nächste 
Woche. Can the tone of voice or intonation give any clues as to 
general or specific meaning? As everything said is not going to 
be relevant, try to mentally summarise the key points.  

AQA TOP TIPS 

Before the exam …  

 do approach the exam calmly - be relaxed!  

 don’t neglect listening revision - practise it! 

 do revise your vocabulary - keep it topped up!  

 don’t miss out the little words - learn to spot them!  

 do study different types of question - be prepared!  

 don’t leave out or predict topics - be thorough!  

 do learn to recognise distractors - be aware!  

 don’t expect to understand everything - be realistic!  
During the exam …  

 do read each question well - check it carefully!  

 don’t rush to give a quick answer - take your time!  

 do listen twice before answering - be sure!  

 don’t puzzle over a picture - keep it in context!  

 do follow a given example - it’s there to help!  

 don’t write while listening - one thing at a time!  

IT’S ALL IN THE DETAIL 
Example: Q) What is the announcement saying you shouldn’t do?  
A) Use a mobile phone while driving.  
If you write ‘use a mobile phone in the car’ that is wrong because 
it doesn’t imply the car is moving! 

Look out for tricks and traps. If it sounds too easy, 

(e.g. using a clear cognate) it probably isn’t the correct an-

swer. This exam will not be easy! 

Use the ‘spell’ section of Quizlet to practise topic specific vocabulary for 

every unit (FOUNDATION AND HIGHER) You only need to recognise vo-

cab, not spell it. 



GCSE German 

Secret Success Sheet 
Reading 

Higher 

Paper 3 Reading - Advice to students 
• Read the rubric introduction to the question carefully. This will help you to give sensi-

ble answers. 

• Answer every question, especially where you have to write a letter. If in doubt, have a 

guess. 

• Read the whole of the sentence so that you can check that your first reaction is right. If 

you think the answer is ‘P’ (positive) for example, read on in the text to make sure that 

the correct answer is not in fact ‘P and N’ (positive and negative). 

• Do not copy whole chunks of the text because you might include the wrong answer as 

well as the right answer. 

• If you are asked to give one reason or one detail, only give one. 

• Make sure you leave enough time to complete the translation – manage your time 

across the different sections of the paper. 

The Setup 

Exam = 1 hour 

Section A = Questions and answers in English (around 33 

marks = 25-30 minutes) 

Section B = Questions and answers in French (around 17 

marks = 15-20 minutes) 

Section C = Translation into English (9 marks = 15 

minutes) 

DON’T BE SCARED OF SECTION B!  

Where questions and answers are in German, the answers 

are there for you already. 

Easy marks! Lift directly from the text and don’t worry about 

writing in full sentences, you are not being tested on gram-

mar or spelling but on understanding of text/listening pas-

sage. 

E.G. Q: Qu’est-ce qu’il aime manger? A: (le) chocolat 

COPY AND PASTE TASK! 

SECTION C: TRANSLATION (1 paragraph of approximately 50 words) 

Marking is chunked, so everything in that section needs to be correct for the 

mark. 

E.G. If you miss out ‘außer’ (except), you lose the mark for the whole chunk. 

It needs to make sense in English but if in doubt, be literal. 

The passage will assess you on: 

• nouns • adjectives • verbs, infinitives, modal verbs, impersonal verbs • verb 

tenses and verb endings • adverbs, including adverbial time phrases • prepo-

sitions • connectives • object pronouns.  

AQA Translation Top Revision Strategies: 

 recognising cognates / false friends,  associating vocabulary (words with similar roots) , 

recognising language patterns (structure, word order), dividing sentences into ‘sense’ 

groups of words 

 giving the ‘key meaning’, (not necessarily word for word  translation ) 

 making sensible guesses when necessary.  

 look to the end of the sentence for a verb as this may help you to better understand the 

meaning. 

Possible Question Types 

 Positive, negative, 

positive/negative (P, 

N, P/N) 

 True, false, not men-

tioned (T. F. ?) 

 Selecting the correct 

person from a list 

 Multiple choice 

sentences 

 Comprehension 

questions requiring 

written answers 

 Gap fills 

Revision Sources: 

 Revision guides 

(available on 

ParentPay) 

 Quizlet vocabulary 

links (available on Showbie) 

 Past paper and specimen questions (available 

on Showbie) 

 GCSE Pod, GCSE Bitesize, Duolingo 

 www.language-gym.com 

 Linguascope.com (U:  conyersmfl, P: 

#langs4life) 

 

VOCABULARY IS KEY! You have quizlet links with all of the specification vocabulary. Learn all of the meanings 

(not French spellings) between now and the exam and you will be well prepared for the reading paper.  


