
Conyers Writing 
Competition 

Life in Lockdown Britain



We are so excited to have you at 
Conyers, but usually at this time of 
year, you’d be invited to visit us so 
we could get to know you a little! 
Even though we can’t do these 
things at the moment, we still want 
to get to know you. This 
competition will let us see into 
your world. We can’t wait to read 
all about your experiences.

Mrs Farrow – Assistant Head Teacher, Director of 
Learning



What’s the 
competition?

The times we’re living in right now might seem 
strange and scary in ways, but you are 
experiencing something so unique that we think 
you should memorialise your experience in 
writing. In years to come, when all this is over 
and done with, your children, even your 
grandchildren, will ask you about ‘life on 
lockdown’ and how the world changed. By 
writing about it, you’ll be able to share with us at 
Conyers, as well as your family, how you see this 
situation. 

We would like you to write one of the following:

• A descriptive piece of writing

• A short story

• A poem



The Details

Don’t worry about having to rush this. You have until Friday 
5th June to complete and send the piece.

We will be rewarding those who have clearly made strong 
efforts to share their experience. Spellings and grammar are, 
of course, always important, but what’s more important is 
creativity and effort! 

You can complete it electronically if you wish, but if you prefer 
to write by hand, you can do this too. Simply take a picture of 
your work and attach it to an email.

Work should be sent to nfarrow@conyers.org.uk

The next few slides will give you some advice, some examples 
of writing to help you out, and some images to help to inspire 
you. We hope you enjoy yourselves: we can’t wait to read your 
work!
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Descriptive Example

I looked to that usually bustling place. On an 
ordinary day, it was a hive of activity: children 
buzzing quickly between swings, slides, climbing 
frames. Parents rushing to catch their toddlers as 
they wobbled uncertainly amongst the rush.

But now? It was a different place entirely.

Where there once was chaos, now there was 
calm. Though the swings no longer swung and 
shrieks of laughter no longer rang out, there was 
still life there. Where no footsteps now ventured, 
daisies and dandelions happily sprung. In awe, I 
spotted a family of chattering sparrows jumping 
playfully on the climbing frame. Where life 
seemed to have stood still for us, nature was 
beginning to thrive.

Things to Remember

• Descriptive writing is about 
painting an image for your reader. 
It’s about focusing on details and 
sharing how you see them.

• Vocabulary is key – really consider 
the words you choose carefully.

• Try not to begin every sentence in 
the same way. Vary your openers.

• If you’re struggling to find a 
subject, think about your daily 
exercise or looking out of the 
window from your home. If you’re 
lucky enough to have a garden, 
this would also be a good subject!



Poetry Example
Don't quit 
When things go wrong as they sometimes will, 

When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,

When the funds are low and the debts are high 

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 

Rest if you must, but don't you quit.

Life is strange with its twists and turns 

As every one of us sometimes learns 

And many a failure comes about 

When he might have won had he stuck it out; 

Don't give up though the pace seems slow –

You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out –

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 

And you never can tell just how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems so far; 

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit –

It's when things seem worst that you must not quit.

Things to Remember

• A poem is all about conveying 
images and thoughts in a unique 
and beautiful way

• Rhyming can be great, but it isn’t 
necessary. Some brilliant poems 
do not rhyme

• Focus on trying to convey how you 
feel to your reader

• Use poetic techniques like 
metaphors, similes, 
personification, vivid adjectives if 
you can

• Work hard on painting those 
images for your reader

This poem was written by John 
Greenleaf Whittier over a 
hundred years ago! However, 
the BBC asked Idris Elba to read 
this alongside images of people 
coming together to fight against 
Covid 19. Ask your parent/carer
if you can watch this online: 
search ‘Don’t Quit Idris Elba’ on 
YouTube. It will be the first link 
that pops up.



Literacy Help

iSpace Sentence Starters 

Planning
The best way to really get writing is 
to get planning! Think about how 
you plan writing with your teacher 
in school. Do you use mindmaps? 
Paragraph plans? Vocabulary lists? 
Whichever you feel comfortable 
with, have a try. Planning is the most 
important step to writing something 
fantastic! 

Resources to Help
• Dictionaries and Thesauruses 

(online will work if you don’t 
have a paper copy at home)

• BBC Bitesize: if you search 
Creative Writing KS2 English and 
BBC Bitesize, there are resources 
to help you plan, write and edit 
your work. They also have a ‘How 
to Write a Poem’ section if this is 
what you would prefer!
















