
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

As the strangest term in the strangest of school years draws to a close, this newsletter will celebrate what we have 
achieved whilst the school buildings have been closed to the vast majority of students. 

The school motto ‘Perseverando’, through perseverance, has never been more apparent than during this period of 
lockdown.  As a community, we have worked together tirelessly to ensure that our students have continued to learn 
and develop their skills even though face to face contact with their teachers was not possible.  I must pay tribute to 
the staff who have worked so hard to ensure that students were able to access high quality learning whether that is 
the teachers or the technical teams supporting in the background.  Also to the pastoral teams and teaching 
assistants who have supported students in what has been a very challenging time for us all.  Every single member of 
our community has played a part and contributed to the success of the virtual school. 

September will bring a welcome return to school for us all and we are working very hard to ensure that we return as 
safely as possible.  Guidance will be issued to all families this week and helpful guides and videos will be available on 
the school website.  The school will look and feel quite different however once in classrooms with teachers students 
will quickly fall into familiar routines. 

We will be in touch before the end of the holidays to confirm these arrangements. 

Student Leadership 

The process of appointmenting  of our Headboy, Headgirl and their Deputies was completed online with video 
presentations rather than the usual hustings, an online student vote and a zoom interview. 

Congratulations to: Headboy  – Matthew Gordon, Headgirl – Daisy Mellis, Deputies – Amelie Harrison and Harrison 
George 

Here is the photograph of the zoom meeting in which the good news was received by the delighted candidates. 
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Staff Leaving 

We say farewell to a number of staff who are moving on to pastures new.  First, Emily Nelson leaves us having spent 
the year with the Business Studies team covering Mrs Lawrence’s maternity leave.  Many thanks for all of your work 
with some important exam classes. 

David Pinder is leaving the Science team after 7 years at Conyers.  He has worked brilliantly with students across the 
range of age and ability from A level chemistry students to those who really struggle with science.  All have 
appreciated his calm and caring approach and ability to support students and ensure they really understand key 
concepts.  David was also a very effective form tutor and supported groups through some of the most difficult and 
dark times.  David is leaving us to join the Catholic Church to train as a Priest and his skills and the warmth of his 
personality suggest this will be a perfect fit. 

We also say farewell to Steven Clayton our Head of Maths.  Steven arrived at Conyers 9 years ago as a Maths teacher 
holding a junior responsibility within the team.  He was subsequently promoted to Assistant Head of Maths and then 
Head of Team and the team has gone from strength to strength.  Students speak of Steven in glowing terms referring 
to the ‘Clayton factor’ the ability to exceed your target grade if Steven teaches you.  His lessons are outstanding and 
he has built brilliant relationships with students.  As a leader, his organisational skills and precise use of data has 
ensured that students have made strong progress in Maths and enjoyed their lessons.  Steven is moving to a well-
deserved senior team role at Teasdale School in Barnard Castle. 

Staff Retiring 

For most parents their first point of contact with Conyers School is our office team and we are saying farewell to our 
School Administrator, Val Swansbury and Receptionist, Kathrine Walton who retire at the end of this term. 

Val has spent the last 17 years as School Administrator here at Conyers but has an incredible 46 years continuous 
service within the local authority.  In that time, she has amassed incredible knowledge and has been the go to 
person for all matters regarding admissions, policy and governance.  For many of you Val has been the first point of 
contact for queries and her warm, patient and friendly manner have been vital during stressful times. 

Kathrine Walton arrived at Conyers in June 1987 expecting to stay a few weeks and retires this week having spent 33 
years with us.  Kathrine, has looked after reception and has got to know many families well as forgotten PE kits and 
packed lunches have been dropped off or phone calls transferred to the pastoral team. 

I am sure you will join me in wishing Val and Kathrine long and happy retirements as they have been quite a team 
and will be missed. 

Calendar Dates 

Thursday 16 July, 2.30 p.m. students finish for summer holidays 

Tuesday 1 September Staff Development Day 

Wednesday 2 September School open to Year 7 and Sixth Form only 

Thursday 3 September, 8.55 a.m. Year 10 & 11 students return after the holidays 

Friday 4 September  8.55 a.m. Year 8 & 9 students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 21 October, 3.40 p.m. Students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 26 - Friday 30 October October half term holidays 

Monday, 2 November 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 18 December, 2.30 p.m. students finish for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2021  

Monday 4 January 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 12 February 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 22 February, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 26 March 3.40 p.m. students finish for Easter holidays 

Monday 12 April 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Monday 3 May Bank Holiday - school closed 

Friday 28 May 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 7 June  8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 16 July 2.30 p.m. students finish for summer holidays, buses early. 



 

Celebrating Achievement 
 

 

 

 

 

Local Business Build Home Workstations for Students 



 

A Huge thank you to the local family business Wilson Drummond, Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and Bathrooms and their 2 sons and former Conyers Students William 
(21) and Archie (19). 

During the early part of the national lockdown process which saw schools close 
their doors to the vast majority of students they contacted school with the offer 
to build completely free of charge 5 bespoke home workstations for students in 
either Year 10 or 12 to enable them to be as productive as possible whilst they 
were unable to attend school. 

Both Archie and William worked on the tables and William dropped the finished 
products off at school and was even able to have a catch up with his old tutor of 
7 years! 

All the workstations were delivered by the school to nominated students, they 
were greatly received by both parents and students alike! 

Many thanks Wilson Drummond for supporting our students during the 
educational lockdown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Are You On The Correct School Website? www.conyers.org.uk 

When checking the school's website for information about the school please could parents ensure that they are 
on the correct school website address, www.conyers.org.uk as the school has been informed that some 
websites have incorrect information about the school when searches are being done such as the wrong holiday 
dates.  Unfortunately, the school does not have control over these websites claiming to have information about 
Conyers School. 

Parent's Contact Details 

Please could parents ensure that the school has their current telephone landlines and mobile numbers and 
email addresses when they change them as during the bad weather last year a number of the messages sent to 
parents could not be delivered as the school did not have their current details.  Changes to telephone numbers, 
email addresses and addresses can be emailed to sims@conyers.org.uk. 



 

Year 11 and Year 13 
As we say farewell to our Year 11 and Year 13 students we would like to share their parting messages with you. We 
are immensely proud of you all and wish you all the best for the future. 

 



 

  



 

Maths 
The beginning of this academic year started with the usual Maths challenges: there were Sumdog competitions, the 
UKMT Maths Challenges, a poster competition, The Newcastle University Challenges and this year also saw students 
taking part in The Matrix Challenge.   

Brilliant work was done in lessons and STAR award certificates were issued to lots of students for a range of 
achievements including amazing effort, great homework and a willingness to ask for help.     

Puzzle Club continued to be popular on Wednesday lunchtimes with Mrs Beer and this year also saw the start of the 
Key Stage 3 homework club run by Miss Allanson, with the help of some Student Leaders every Thursday.   

Since Virtual School began, there has continued to be lots of amazing maths taking place during lessons – as well as 
continuing with regular weekly skills, students have been using MyMaths lessons, Mathswatch tasks, Quizziz 
challenges and Quizlet Live.   

Over the Easter break the first ever Conyers School Sumdog Competition took place for Key Stage 3 students, and 
there was a second competition over May half term; with lots of students keen to do some maths during lock-down 
there were some super scores from those who took part.   

There was also some amazing work done by students from years 8, 9 and 10 using the Desmos app, to investigate 
graphs and create amazing pictures.   

 

 
 

The Desmos app also allowed students to investigate different shape transformations, as has the new Mathspad 
resource.   

 

Year 7 have been creating some brilliant tessellations 



 

    

  
 

Well done to everyone for all your continued hard work this year.   

If you want to do some additional work over the summer, there are Mathswatch activities running each week... 

Week 1, Sunday 19th to Sunday 26th, is Number skills 

Week 2, Sunday 26th to Sunday 2nd August, is Shape skills 

Week 3, Sunday 2nd to Sunday 9th, is Algebra skills 

Week 4, Sunday 9th to Sunday 16th, is Data Handling 

Week 5, Sunday 16th to Sunday 23rd, is Ratio and proportion  

Week 6, Sunday 23rd to Sunday 30th, is a mixture. 

Tasks are differentiated for different year groups/levels of ability, all you need to do is log on each week to access a 
new task.  If you have any issues with this, email abeer@conyers.org.uk 

If you do nothing else this summer, try to improve your ability to recall your multiplication tables: logon to Sumdog 
or see the Transum website for lots of ideas for maths activities that will keep you thinking mathematically over the 
summer, while having fun and learning new skills.  The resources are free to use, either alone or with parents and 
friends.   

Go to https://www.transum.org/Software/Fun_Maths/Holiday.asp 

 

English 
An extraordinary year in English, of course.  But what has been consistent is the amazing effort that students at all 
levels have made.  We've seen exceptional effort in the Virtual School and teachers are confident that all students 
can look forward to further success next year.  Before lockdown, we were having a strong and exciting year, with 
students attending a production of An Inspector Calls, participating in World Book Day celebrations and writing 
stories for the 500 word story competition.  A school magazine has been posted online, with regular 
updates.  Creative Writing clubs for Key Stage 3 and Sixth Form have flourished.  The work that students have 
produced in lockdown conditions has been amazing. but it will be great to see students back in classrooms soon.  

about:blank
https://www.transum.org/Software/Fun_Maths/Holiday.asp


 

MFL 
Trier Christmas Markets Trip  

Back in December, Miss Marshall, Mr Earl, Miss Caffry and Ms McLean 
took a group of 30 Year 7s to Trier in Germany for 4 days.  We set out on 
a Thursday straight after school and made our way to Hull to catch the 
ferry.  After a lovely buffet dinner, the students had some free time 
before an early night ready for our first day in Germany!  We drove 
through the Netherlands before reaching our destination of 
Phantasialand near Brühl in Germany, where we spent a day on the 
roller coasters!  It was then time to get back on the bus and travel to 
Trier.  We arrived just in time for dinner at the hostel, before wrapping 
up warm and making our way into the town centre to experience the 
Christmas markets at night.  There we sampled some traditional German 
food and soaked up the festive atmosphere before heading back to the 
hostel.  The following day was a chance to discover Trier in the daytime, 
take in some sights and do some shopping, before one last trip to the 
Christmas markets.  Although our time in Trier was short, we had a 
wonderful time and were sad to arrive back in England on Sunday.  

Bis zum nächsten Mal!  

 
Sixth Form Berlin Trip 

Just before February half term, Miss Marshall and her 3 Year 12 students headed to Berlin for 4 days of deutsche 
Kultur.  We set off from Conyers early on Thursday morning and were in Berlin by teatime, 
ready to check in to our amazing contemporary hotel, right next to the Berlin wall, get ready 
and go out for some traditional German food.  The girls were very adventurous with their 
choices and our first evening in Berlin was very German!  The following day, we were up 
early for a trip to the Reichstag (German Government Building).  We learnt a lot in 
preparation for the Politics topic in Year 13, before making our way to the Brandenburg Gate 
to take some selfies.  The rest of the day was spent in the Mall of Berlin for some much-
needed retail therapy, the Ritter Sport Flagship Store for some chocolate making and then 
the DDR Museum.  Here we learnt about how life used to be in East Germany, which links 
well to the film Goodbye Lenin that the girls are studying.  We also trusted Eve to drive the 
Trabant!  We rounded off our second day with a trip to the cinema and then to Vapiano’s for a unique dining 
experience!  Saturday was our last full day in Berlin.  We started the day with some art and headed to the Berlinische 
Galerie, where the girls imitated some of the more unusual art we had seen.  We then walked to Checkpoint Charlie, 
then to an exhibition about the Berlin Wall, before enjoying a Currywurst.  The rest of our final full day was spent at 



 

the Spy Museum, then back to the Mall of Berlin, then to KaDeWe for some more shopping.  We enjoyed our final 
dinner in the hotel restaurant, before getting up early and travelling home on Sunday.   

Erasmus Project – Eat and Meet Our Culture  

The MFL and Food Technology departments are currently working on an 
exciting project in languages with 3 other schools.  Our partner schools 
are in Austria, France and the Canary Islands and the focus of our project 
is food.  During this academic year, many of our classes have taken part 
in food tasting lessons and some have even cooked with Mr Youngs in 
Food Technology.  Over the coming two years, there will be lots more 
exciting opportunities for all of our students across all key stages and 
languages to take part so watch this space!  

During their language lessons students tasted different food and were 
asked to record their impression.  Bon appétit! Buen provecho! Guten 
Appetit!  

 
Virtual Learning 

During Virtual School, Conyers students showed their determination to do 
well despite the challenging circumstances surrounding them.  Listening 
tasks, songs, zoom lessons and class discussion with their peers and their 
teacher.  We were impressed with our students’ cultural projects.  All 
demonstrating progress and commitment.  

One word to sum it up: BRAVO! 

 

  



 

Science 
Pre lockdown it was a busy and exciting year in Science as students and staff were working hard to prepare for 
exams and required practical lessons.  Lunchtime masterclasses were used to enhance the experience for all 
students whether working towards a combined or separate science qualification.  The January Focus Day was used to 
stretch the highly able Year 11 scientists. 

Year 7 girls science superstars attended a lunchtime club run by some of our wonderful Year 12 girl science 
students.  They did a range of exciting activities from learning about anatomy by watching a dissection of a rat to 
finding out how Darwin developed his ideas.  

 

Mr Blakemoore’s Science Club continued to be a huge success.  Students in Year 7 were excited to try out new 
scientific experiments and processes!  Students were not only enthusiastic to get stuck in with experiments but also 
were responsible enough to clean up after themselves.  Chromatography was used to make troll doll hair, a “secret 
formula” was devised to make fire write your name and students even 
got to see a screaming jelly baby!  We are delighted with the response 
from students with the Science Club and would love to see them back 
again in the future. 

This year the Year 8s and 9s along with Dr Hallam had the opportunity 
to visit Borough Hall in Hartlepool to listen to two of the top science 
communicators in the country as part of the Cheltenham Science 
Festival tour.  The first speaker was Simon Watt who spoke about the 
genetics of superheroes.  This went from the basics of how genes 
combine from mother and father to using examples of genetically 
engineered species to produce glow in the dark sheep.  The second 
speaker was Antonia Forster.  She showed how Neil Armstrong was 
reliant on the mathematicians and scientists of the past demonstrating 
how to use logical thought processes which lead to the computer 
programming which was used to land on the moon and safely return 
home again.  The whole experience was incredibly inspiring and 
demonstrated the many possibilities of studying STEM subjects and the 
different careers that they can lead to and it goes without saying that 
the students in attendance were exemplary in their behaviour and 
representing Conyers 
Even during lockdown we have been so pleased with the enthusiasm students have shown.  Here are some examples 
of their work.  



 

 

PE 
Our students have worked particularly hard over the half term with students working on their 100 virtual 
challenges.  Students needed to tick off and send evidence to their teacher each challenge that was completed.  The 
challenges consisted of; 10K, 5k, 10,000- steps, Joe wicks workouts and planks to name a few.  As a department we 
are so proud of the hard work and effort that has gone into this and several of our students have completed every 
challenge.  A huge congratulations to Sarah Adamson (first student to complete overall), Jack Page, Emma Swales 
and Jessica Birtwhistle.  Each of these students will receive a JD Sports voucher as well as a huge amount of virtual 
WOWs.  

A huge well done to all our students this half term for completing this and to our GCSE, BTEC and A-Levels classes for 
their work ethic and consistency.  

Mr Youll's classes have been outstanding throughout this very different summer term.  Starting off with great 
enthusiasm and maintaining their levels of motivation until the end of the school year.  The students have been 
engaging in a variety of 'Stay at home' PE and have shared photos, videos and descriptions of how they have 
completed their various challenges and activities.  

Top performers, who really have surpassed expectations for their levels of engagement and enthusiasm are; Year 7 - 
Luke Nesbit and Jacob Spence.  Year 8 - Muhammed Naeem and Logen Hilton.  Year 9 - William Laird, Kadhim 
Kadhim and Emre Ciftci.  

  



 

 

Music Tuition from September 

Wherever possible, our teachers will be going into schools to teach and following social distancing guidance.  If this is 
not possible then virtual lessons will be offered as an alternative. 

Learning to sing or play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities a young person can 
do.  It is widely recognised that studying Music helps develop a wide range of skills and abilities that benefit the 
student both academically and emotionally.  This is especially true for students who participate in ensembles such as 
bands and choirs.  

twitter: @gomusicconyers  

email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

Assisted Purchase 

We recommend that any student who has passed their grade 3 invests in their own intermediate instrument. The 
best way to do this is through our assisted purchase scheme where the cost of the instrument can be spread to the 
end of the academic year and the instrument can be bought without having to pay VAT. 

For more information please email gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 
Free school meals are supplied to some students by reason of their parents’ income level in accordance with a 
scale determined by the Government. Every effort is made to ensure that children who receive free school 
meals cannot be readily identified by other students. Parents who wish to make further enquiries on eligibility 
for free meals can do so either by applying directly by using this link www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims or 
contacting Conyers School by either email conyers@conyers.org.uk or ring the school on Tel 01642 783253. 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
mailto:conyers@conyers.org.uk
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