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D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 3  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

The outstanding performances of students from Year 8 to 11 during this term have been rewarded with a special 
Christmas treat.  On their Big Day Out, the students spent the 
morning testing their skills at Hollywood Bowl.  After being treated to 
lunch, the group headed for the multiplex for an afternoon of big 
screen entertainment and popcorn.  This was made all the sweeter by 
the thought of friends back at school in classrooms. 

The successful group were selected for their consistently impressive 
behaviour and effort in all lessons this term.  Competition for places 
was fierce in each year group, especially in Year 10, where 50 
students met the requirements of a perfect set of results.  All 
students will be desperately keen to secure the chance to win a place 
on next term's Big Day Out following the publication of the 
monitoring data. 

This term's winners are: 

Year 10: Charles Cavilla, Sam Dryden, Lauren Minto, Samantha Readman and Sophie Short 

Year 9: Lucy Adams, April Airey, Kyi Aye, Nathaniel Cornforth, Rebecca Hudson and Somer Milburn 

Year 8: Leah Amoah, Jericco Celeste, Charlotte Barber, Chloe Benjamin and Lucy Bell 

Year 11 winners were Michael Witherwick, Michael 
Williams, Charlotte Murray, Eleanor Poole and Chloe 
Platten.  Due to trial exams, they will be rewarded with a 
trip out next term.  

Year 7 have not missed out on the rewards either.  Each 
half term, Year 7 students have the chance to enter the 
credit prize draw to win one of 11 prizes, including 
shopping vouchers.  To gain a credit, Year 7 students simply 
have to meet the basic requirements for Conyers students 
in every lesson - punctuality, correctly equipped, 
hardworking and polite.  The more credits that students are 
awarded, the more tickets they can enter into the prize 
draw.  Competition is fierce and credit draw assemblies are 
always eagerly anticipated.  

This term's winners are: Yassaman Seyedsalehi, Harvey Dennis, Sana Ahmed, Delight Mushore, Millie McCormack, 
Chloe Joseph, Daanish Khan, Sam Purvis, Rachel Morris, Kathrine Lacey and Isabel Beauchamp. 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a restful holiday.  We look forward to welcoming students back on                    
Monday 6 January, 8.55 a.m. 

  

Name: 
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Focus Day 2 
Once again we had a very successful Focus Day.  Year 7 and Year 8 
had the opportunity to watch live theatre when they went to see the 
school production ‘Little Shop of Horrors’.  Both year groups enjoyed 
the show especially as they got the chance to see their classmates 
perform. Year 7 also took part in team building activities in the 
afternoon, whilst Year 8 participated in a Dragon’s Den activity, led by 
Year 12 students, where they had an introduction to the world of 
business and risk taking. 

Year 9 participated in a STEM day.  In teams they completed Maths 
puzzles.  They had to produce a water purification system using 
simple equipment and at minimum cost.  Year 10 had factual talks 
about health and finance.  Year 11, also, had a fact finding day in 
Active Citizenship to improve their understanding of the criminal punishment systems and improve their language 
skills. Year 12 assisted with the Year 7 team building and Year 8 Dragon’s Den sessions.  Year 13 students completed 
their UCAS application forms and visited local care homes. 

Student Feedback 

7KD 

“We enjoyed the show and seeing our classmates perform” 

“Everyone joining in football” 

“Team building hoola hoop game because everyone got involved” 

“I loved sit down volleyball” 

8GP 

“We enjoyed watching the matinee show of the ‘Little Shop of Horrors’” 

“Presenting the Dragon's Den inventions” 

“We had a great debate after Dragon’s Den” 

“I liked the animal movie at the end of the day” 

“It was great working with different people” 

9SB 

“The Maths Challenge puzzles were inventive and fun; good for team- 
building” 

Maths: "Dan was enthusiastic and kept us going; he made the 
challenges sound exciting" 

Science: "Mr Pinder brought the activity to us in an interesting way 
through the videos in a real-life situation" 

10KC 

“Good overall information about drugs, particularly sentencing and drug 
types, really impressed with personal element to presenter of body 
image session” 

11RA  

“We found it very interesting and the debate was also very good.” 

13SB  

“I thought it was rewarding, working one to one with residents and that we added to their day.”   

“The day raised awareness of life in a care home.”   

“The day was well organised and we knew in advance what we would be doing so we could manage our time.  We 
liked the fact we were given a choice and could work independently.”  
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Friends of Conyers 
We want to say many thanks to all of you who supported our Christmas 
Fayre.  It was a great success!  The school choir and band provided us with 
a lovely performance of festive music followed by Santa switching on the 
Christmas lights.  We collected over £700 on the night which will be 
matched by Barclays Bank.  There are some lovely photos on our website 
of the event. 

100 Club 

Just a reminder that the 100 Club starts again in January.  If you wish to 
renew/join please fill out the form and return it to the Main School 
Reception by 20 December 2013.  Forms can be found on our website, 
www.conyers.org.uk, by clicking on Parents/Friends of Conyers.  Payments 
can be made via ParentPay or cheque payable to Friends of Conyers.  
Numbers will be allocated after 15 January 2014 and the first draw will be 
held at the end of January. 

Friends of Conyers would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a very 
happy New Year. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Maths 
In Years 8 and 9, Team 'Triple C' successfully made it through to the fifth round out of eight in the National Cipher 
Challenge competition, being placed 450 out of 1500 entrants in our first year.  The team, comprising of Amy Neville, 
Lauren Perley, Harry Roberts, Natasha Cousin, Amal Al-Afifi, Nathan Evans, Nathaniel Cornforth, Alastair Eales, 
Keaton Hold, Megan Gresty, Jacob Billing and Alfie Allison have done so well!  If students want to help us do even 
better next year, they should join us on a Friday lunchtime next to the computers in the library. 

The Senior Maths Challenge took place on Thursday 7 November and the following students’ marks were awarded 
certificates: 

Gold Certificates 

Matthew Hill and Luke Hubbert 

Silver Certificates 

Alex Frankish, Will Bainbridge, Emma Goodwin, Charlotte Williams, Ben Saunders, Matthew Harkin, Zara Retallick, 
Andrew Camsell, Adam Dadvar, Elliott Berry, Ben Owen-Hughes, Joe Donley, Tom Outhwaite, Soumya Baxi, Alex 
Grant, Danielle Casentieri, Anna Warburton and Ethan Vicars 

Bronze Certificates 

Jonathan Breeze, Sean Jarvis, Scott Matthews, Sarah Al-Afifi, Jack Pickering, Joe Rodgers, Alan Nicol, Ellen 
Humphries, James Grant, Toby Chapman, Sarah Tooke, Luke Bamford, 
Hayley Palmer, Oliver Snowdon, Taleh Nadirov, Victoria Fenby, Tom 
Sullivan, Jason Hall, Nima Ebadi and Joe Boyd 

Also four students:  Matthew Hill, Emma Goodwin, Andrew Camsell 
took part in the Senior Team Maths Challenge and came third out of 
teams from all of North East England. 

It was a very close competition and one more correct answer would 
have meant that they were the winners.  Never mind, we have a goal for 
next year! 
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Creative Arts 
It has been another exciting and very busy term for Creative Arts, with Dance, Drama, Art and Music students 
attending many out of school activities and events.  

Year 11 students went on a visit to Harry Potter Studios and London’s West End, taking in performances of Matilda 
and Wicked.  Students had an amazing time soaking up the atmosphere of the shows, Covent Garden and the 
Portrait Gallery. 

The Drama and Theatre Studies students have attended theatre visits to see performances such as “Blood Brothers”, 
“Found, “Ugly Sisters” and “A Grimm Tale”,  

Our students put on a wonderful performance of “Henry V” at Middlesbrough Theatre when they took part in the 
Schools’ Shakespeare Festival.  Feedback from the Festival Co-ordinator said “Your students were professional and 
patient throughout the long day, and showed a truly mature attitude towards the teamwork and commitment that is 
required of a professional theatre ensemble.  Your production was a beautiful example of how great and powerful a 
piece of ensemble theatre can be.  The supporting ensemble beautifully heightened the performances of Henry and 
the rest of the principles.  The battle scenes were wonderful - they were delivered with such passion and 
commitment.  The entire production was a testament to the power of a committed delivery, and showed that we do 
not need sets to show where we are: your students created the battlefields so effectively.  To sum up, your cast put 
on a stunning performance and I hope they will never forget how it felt to stand on that stage and hear the applause 
of the audience.  I hope they left the theatre standing a little taller, full of pride in their achievements and more 
confident to tackle their next challenge.” 

Our second performance of the term was “Little Shop of Horrors” at Arc in Stockton.  We performed seven shows 
over three days, which included performances to the local primary schools and our Year 7 and 8 students.  This was 

another superb performance by our 
students who never fail to impress 
with their commitment and endless 
talents.  They richly deserved the 
standing ovation that they received.  
One parent wrote “In these days 
where young people get ‘bad press’ 
for anti-social behaviour and lack of 
respect, here is a school and a 
collection of students ranging from 
Year 7 up to Year 13, who excel at 
promoting what is good about young 
people and what can be achieved 
with hard work, application and a 

desire to have fun, whilst creating so much enjoyment for others.  I therefore take my hat off to Conyers School and 
all the teachers, staff and students who had a hand in this truly amazing production.  How these students learn all of 
their lines and songs, whilst continuing to produce excellent academic results is beyond me.  But each year, they do 
exactly that and are a credit to Conyers and our local area”  

We are already planning and are excited about our next show at Arc.  We will be announcing the production shortly. 

Our Christmas festivities this year included our annual Carol Service 
which took place at Yarm Parish Church.  The service was a special 
evening and celebrated Christmas with readings, carols and student 
performances.  The atmosphere created was a wonderful start to the 
festive season.  Our musicians and choir also led the carol singing around 
the Christmas Tree at the Friends of Conyers Christmas Fayre. 

A very special thank you to the students who practiced and performed 
through the autumn term, and to the dedicated staff who made these 
events such memorable occasions. 
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Learning Support Christmas Party 
A special thanks goes to Lily Skerritt in Year 11 for making Christmas crafts with a group of lunchtime students as 
part of her Life Skills challenge. 

Year 10 Christmas Party for Primary School Students 

Students from Year 4 and 5 of Layfield Primary School attended a 
Christmas party organised by the Year 10 Life Skills Group. 

The Year 10 students have been organising and preparing for the 
party for several weeks and everything came together for an action 
packed morning of fun, festivities and treats.  Santa even made an 
appearance.  It was a wonderful team effort from the students and all 
of the primary students were very excited and had a great time.  After 
an early lunch of pizzas, sandwiches, cakes and biscuits students went 
back to school with a handful of treats.  Support staff also had a fun 
morning! 

 

Teaching and Learning Conference 
On Thursday, October 24, Conyers' Teaching Staff held their annual 
Teaching and Learning Conference.  This year it was held at 
Middlesbrough FC, Riverside 
Stadium. 

The day focused on 
outstanding Teaching and 
Learning and in particular Co-
operative Learning.  Staff were 
given practical examples of 
how Co-operative Learning 

can raise levels of student engagement and progress.  Everyone enjoyed 
the day and picked up plenty of ideas to take back to their classrooms to 
help students enjoy their learning. 

 

  
New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please 
email sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
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Schoolcomms 

There may be times throughout the school year when we 
need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text messages.  
The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to 
use 160 characters per text message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be 
used.  Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so 
when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them. 
 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
 
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we 
have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

School Payments 

Could you please pay for all school lunches, art materials, school visits etc 

by either using our online payment system  www.parentpay.com  

or by sending in a cheque payable to Conyers School. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact our Finance Office on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418/792414. 

Medication 
Please note that medication cannot under any 
circumstances be given to students without 
written permission from a parent, due to 
Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to 
send your child to school with medication, due 
to the Department for Education standard 
guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers 
instructions.  This includes antihistamines, 
paracetamol and all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and 
an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for 

you to contact our Student and Parent helpline if 
you have any concerns. 

SAVE  

10% OFF 
when you book your next  

FAMILY GETAWAY  

in the  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Pick up a discount voucher from the 
school’s reception. 

  

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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PE Department 
Football 

Year 7 have had an amazing start to the season and remain unbeaten.  They have played brilliant football in both 9-
a-side and 11-a-side competitions and are currently in the 5th round of the 
National Cup after an away trip to York, beating York High School 6-1. 

Year 8 have had mixed results so far this season but the score lines have not 
always reflected the performance.  They have played some fantastic football 
and will hopefully do well in the league. 

Year 9 continue with practice sessions.  They played some league games early 
in the season with great scores, and have fixtures booked in just before the 
end of term and the rest scheduled for next term. 

Year 11 have played most of their fixtures with mixed results.  They have 
struggled to maintain the team due to the other sporting commitments of 
some of the players.  We wish them luck in their final games. 

Sixth Form have had a brilliant start to the season and still remain unbeaten, 
with outstanding performances against last year’s league winners Prior 
Pursglove. 

Rugby 

The Year 7 Rugby team have continued their development as a very promising set of talented players.  Their 
commitment to weekly training sessions has been exemplary, happy to tackle anything or anyone thrown at them!  
In their first season, the team finished at the midway point of the regional league table, playing and competing well 
against all opposition.  This was especially evident in the Yorkshire Cup fixture against Ripon School where the boys 
fought back from a first half deficit to run a much more experienced team close. 

Many thanks to the commitment of Student Leader coaching of Michael Williams, Nathan O'Boyle and James 
Murphy. 

 

Calendar Dates 
Friday 20 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2014  

Monday 6 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Christmas holidays 

Friday 14 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 24 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 4 April, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22 April, 8.50 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 5 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Friday 23 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 2 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 18 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 1 September Staff development day – school closed to students 

Tuesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 
 

 

Some of you will have received this newsletter by 
email, if you have not, and would like to, please 

send an email to sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results 

 

REMINDER 

Students must wear their seatbelts when 
travelling on school buses. 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 NEW FOR 2014 
Get fit, have fun, try something new for the New Year 

Aero-Tone - 5 week fitness  
with Lynsey Carter 

Starting Monday 13 January 7 – 7.45pm 
Blend of aerobics and  
legs, bums and tums 

5 weeks pay in advance £15 
Or £4 per week 

A 
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L 
T 
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L 
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Badminton Coaching 
Tuesday  
8-9pm 

 

Beginners and Improvers 
£3 per session 

Wadokai Martial Arts 
Wednesday  

6.15 – 7.45pm  
6 years to adult 

 

£4 per session   
 

For more information contact  
Gene Buchanan 0787962721 

Winter cricket 
Starting January 2014 we are able to 

offer winter training nets for 
 junior and senior cricket teams  
Available Sundays from 10am 

 

Booking essential though the  
Go Sport Office 

 

Beginners and Intermediate 
Ballroom Dancing 
Friday from 5.45pm 

Learn the basics of Ballroom and Latin in a 
fun and relaxed atmosphere 

Booking essential 
Steve & Wendy 
 07952 070726 

Adult Trampolining 
Starting Tuesday 21 January 8.30-9.15pm 
Adult Trampoline classes can be very rewarding 
and great fun for people who may be coming into 

the sport later in life. Classes are also good 
exercise where flexibility is increased. You don't 

have to be fit or confident, as we welcome all 
levels. Go on - Its not just for kids! 

£4 per week 

BADMINTON 
COACHING 

Tuesday 
7 - 8pm 

 
Y5 – Y9 

 

 

Beginners and Improvers 
Equipment provided 

 
£3 per session 

 

BASKETBALL 
COACHING 
Wednesday 

5 - 6pm 
 

Y4 - Y7 
 

Coaching, drills and 
game play 

 
£3 per session 

 

TRAMPOLINE 
COACHING 

Tuesday  
Y4 - Y7   

 

Beginners – 5.30 – 6.30pm 
Intermediates – 6.30 – 7.30pm 

Advanced – 7.30 – 8.30pm 
 

Places MUST be pre-booked 
before the first session through 

the Go Sport Office 
 

£3.50 per week paid in advance 
per half term 



 

 

 

 

 
Course 

 
Day & Time Age Location Weekly cost Coach / Contact 

Aero-Tone 5 weeks 
fitness 

Starts 13 January 

Monday 
7-7.45pm 

16+ Gym 
£15 pay in 
advance 

£4 per week 
Lynsey Carter 

Badminton Coaching 
Little Smashers 

Tuesday  
4.30pm – 5.15pm 

Y2 – Y4 Gym £3 
 

Sam Moore 
 

Badminton Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
7-8pm 

Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Badminton Coaching 

 
Tuesday  
8-9pm 

 

14 years - Adult Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
*Beginners / Intermdiates 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday  
From 5.45pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Steve Walker at  
Strictly Dance Infusion 

07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday  
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday  
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 
Thursday  
4.15-5pm 

 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday  
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday  
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 07551715815 

 
Beginners 

*Trampoline Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
5.30–6.30pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3.50 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Intermediate 

*Trampoline Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
6.30-7.30pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3.50 Lisa Bosomworth 

Advanced  
*Trampoline Coaching 

Tuesday  
7.30-8.30pm 

Advanced Gym £3.50 
 

Sam Stubbs 
 

Adult Trampoline 
Coaching 

Tuesday  
8.30 – 9.15pm 

18+ Gym £4 
 

Sam Stubbs 
 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 
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Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at  
Green Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

  


