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F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 4  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

The Conyers tradition of Sport Relief challenges 
stretches back to 2008 when Mr Morgan walked 
from his home to school, a marathon distance of 
26.2 miles.  This set the standard and since then, 
following in his footsteps, Conyers staff and 
students have completed a series of sporting 
challenges to raise money for Sport Relief.  In 2010 
staff and students completed the Coast to Coast 
cycle ride; in 2012 Mr Downs led the march up the 
Yorkshire 3 peaks challenge, and in the process we 
became one of Sport Relief's top 50 fundraisers. 

This year we are keeping things much closer to 
home with our challenge, in the process drawing on 
our local heritage.  Our challenge is 'Tees - Head to 
Mouth', a three day challenge combining 2 days of 
walking and a final day of cycling covering the length 
of the Tees and notable beauty spots.  The team of 
staff and sixth formers led by our Director of Sport, 
Mr Plows, ranges from the supremely fit to the 
absolute beginner.  All have been training hard and 
have pledged to raise a minimum of £100 for Sport 
Relief. 

As usual we are asking all students to participate 
and have dedicated an entire Focus Day for Years 7-
10 to a mix of the traditional Sport Relief mile with 
sports challenges and citizenship events.  Our theme 
is 'be a hero' and this will be launched in assemblies 
after half term.  We will be asking staff to reflect on 
the idea of 'being a hero' and how this applies to 
those less fortunate both at home and abroad.  We will be encouraging students to raise money for Sport Relief, but 
what is most important is captured in our third core aim in which we encourage our young people to make a positive 
contribution to their community, as enthusiastic and empathetic participants. 

Sport Relief provides welcome relief, however briefly from our 
preparation for vital examinations.  For Year 11 parents, Friends 
of Conyers are hosting an event to provide support and guidance 
as students approach GCSE.  Next half term a series of revision 
events will take place and these will be continued during the 
Easter holidays to ensure all students are fully prepared for their 
examinations. 

Have a lovely half term break.  We look forward to welcoming 
students back on Monday 24 February, 8.55 a.m. 
 
 

Name: 
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Focus Day 3 

Year 7 - Health – Change 4 Life Day 

Activities included sponsored Jump Rope for Heart, a workshop on 
Healthy Lifestyles, Puberty and a talk from Evaluate. 

“We really enjoyed jump rope for heart - this was everyone's 
highlight!” - 7KD 

Year 8 - Poverty 

The Year 8 Poverty Focus Day was a great success, with students 
having the opportunity to reflect on the issue of poverty, both at 
home and abroad. 

Some students had the chance to make bracelets and learn about child labour and the role of Fairtrade in tackling 
this issue.  Others were part of the debating team, deciding the extent to which charity starts at home. 

All students were able to participate in the 'Save the Children' 
session which contributed to their understanding of the types of 
preventable diseases that kill millions of children around the world.  
In addition to this session we were lucky enough to watch a small 
presentation from a group of brave, inspirational Year 10 students 
(Rebecca Schott 10JW, Jennifer Buckingham, Emily Simpson, Joe 
Toombs 10KC) who shared their experiences of building houses in 
Mexico, to help those in poverty. 

Moreover, all pupils participated in the ‘Emergency Aid Team 
Challenge’, which allowed them to develop their leadership and 
teamwork skills to achieve set aims, under pressure. 

Furthermore, all students were able to show us their culinary skills during the 'Bake a Budget Pizza' session, which 
helped them to assess how they can save money, yet still produce 
healthy, tasty food. 

Finally, as part of the 'Save a Life' bingo game, winning pupils were 
able to pick a gift to send to a child living in poverty. I am pleased to 
say the gifts are on their way (including Educate a child, Plant an 
allotment, Family food basket and Chickens for a family). 

Thank you to all students and staff involved for helping to make it a 
great day full of learning and reflection! 

Here are some of the student’s highlights of the day:  

“I enjoyed learning about poverty as it made me more aware of all 
the places in the world that suffer from poverty and what I can do to 
help.” 

“Baking a pizza - good to eat and not the kind of thing we would make in lessons, good to learn that we could make 
such a nice pizza on a small budget”, “Jewellery making- an experience into how people in other countries could make 
their money”, “Good to learn of the different ways poverty affected others by Cluedo”, “Team work in one of the 
sessions was really good” - 8JW. 

“All of the activities were fun and provided an excellent means of learning”, “The day was well-organised and there 
was a good range of activities”, “The activities were not focused on writing, but instead enabled students to develop 
other, wider skills”, “It was nice to work as a tutor group as there are limited opportunities to do this” - 8MS. 
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Year 9 - Language Day 
Activities included studying a children’s book, writing their own 
story in teams, producing the children’s book with the Art 
department and presenting their story with the help of the Drama 
department. 

“The students were really into creating their books... they wanted to 
do their drama based on their new creation. I'd have quite happily 
had the whole day based on the creation of their book, making it and 
then producing mini dramas based on it.” – Year 9 Tutor

 

Year 10 - STEM/Preparing for Work Day 
Activities included workshops from the Happy Puzzle Company, Newcastle University and Stockton Riverside College, 
and sessions on careers. 

Year 11 Focus Day 
Year 11 students watched a Theatre presentation of “An Inspector Calls” and undertook activities relating to 
Personal Finance in the afternoon. 

Year 11 were treated to a visit from the SayTwo Theatre group, who performed “An Inspector Calls” - one of the 
exam set texts.  Students enjoyed the performance and were then given a chance to participate in some drama 
workshop activities, which really brought the play to life.  There was a particularly magical moment when one 
student's rendition of Gerald's proposal to Sheila received a spontaneous round of applause - twice! 

A Year 11 tutor said the highlight of the day was the “Drama presentation and workshops on “An Inspector Calls”. 
Excellent questioning from actors and thoughtful student feedback”. 

Year 12 students had a workshop on Safe Driving/Safety and visited Newcastle University. 
12GW said “Tour of university really useful.  Fire safety was really beneficial” 

Aim ‘A’ Little Higher 

The annual Lowmill Residential saw twenty-five Year 11 students head for 
the Yorkshire Dales to combine subject masterclasses and outdoor 
challenges in a weekend designed to raise aspirations to achieve top 
GCSE grades. The students followed a programme of History, Geography, 
Languages, Maths, Science, Business Studies and Drama sessions, packing 
in revision techniques and exam paper practise to help them to reach 
their best possible grades. 

We are confident that the weekend gave our students a much needed 
boost to strive for the best that they can achieve this summer. At least 
they all know more about themselves, including their true colours, and 
that they shared the time with ....BEETLE! 

 

iPads for Learning 
The iPads for Learning project is on-going as we move towards roll-out in the summer term.  A big thank you to all 
parents for registering their intentions.  In the coming half term, we will be delivering assemblies to students about 
the programme, and also inviting representatives from Cleveland Police to discuss safety procedures.  Students will 
also develop an acceptable use policy for appropriate conduct when using iPads.  Packs will go out to parents about 
the next phase of the programme, upcoming information events and an outline of the ordering procedure.  The 
'iPads for Learning' page on our website has an overview of the entire programme, and a blog of events as they 
occur. 
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Calendar Dates 

 

Friday 14 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 24 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 4 March, 4.30 p.m. Year 12 consultations 

Tuesday 11 March, 4.30 p.m. Year 13 consultations 

Wednesday 12 March Year 11 photographs 

Friday 21 March Focus Day 4 – Sport Relief 

Friday 4 April, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 5 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Friday 23 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 2 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 18 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 1 September Staff Preparation Day – school closed to students 

Tuesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

Wednesday 22 October, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Thursday 23 October Staff Development Day 

Friday 24 October Staff Development Day 

Monday 3 November, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 19 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2015  

Monday 5 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 13 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 23 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 27 March, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 13 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 4 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Friday 22 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 1 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Thursday 16 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 31 August Bank Holiday, school closed 

Tuesday 1 September Staff Preparation Day 

Wednesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 
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Holocaust Memorial Assembly 

At Conyers we marked Holocaust Memorial with assemblies commemorating those whose lives were lost during the 

Second World War.  A group of Year 10 students impressed our staff by delivering these assemblies all week and 

encouraged students to empathise and think about why we mark this day. 

Also during our 25 minute tutorial period, students were involved in several reflection activities, and thought about 

how both individual lives and the world, has been affected as a result of the Holocaust. 

Two sixth form students, Holly Barker and Ethan Gren, recently visited Auschwitz and are working hard to create and 

deliver a workshop about the Holocaust later on in the school year. 

 

 

 

 

Easter Revision Sessions 
Year 11 Easter Holiday revision sessions for all subjects will take place between 

Monday 7 April and Friday 11 April 2014 

Your Entertainer 
Help Friends of Conyers raise money for the school by purchasing the “Your 
Entertainer” voucher booklet.  For each booklet sold, Friends of Conyers 
receives 20% of the selling price. 

Examples of saving: 

Go Bowling at Hollywood Bowl 

(3 vouchers in the book) 2 for 1 on a game of bowling for up to 4 people - 
save up to £19.80 with one voucher.  Other offers include, Yarm Martial 
Arts, Crazy Corner, Activ8, Ingleby Barwick Golf Academy and Rock Antics. 

Dine in one of the Restaurants 

4 people dine, use 2 main dish vouchers - 2 free main dishes, average saving 
£18.  Restaurants include, The Beckfields, Al-Forno, Talpore Beefeater Grill, 
KFC, Pizza Hut Delivery plus many more. 

 

Visit Diggerland for the day 

4 persons– 2 for 1 Admission – take along 2 vouchers and save up to £34 on the entrance fee. Other days out 
include Light Water Valley, Hartlepool’s Maritime Experience, and Scarborough Sea Life Centre. 

Visit one of the hair and beauty salons with a friend (one person’s use is also available in many salons - one 
person can visit twice) 

Two persons together can enjoy a colour, cut and blow dry and save up to £70 with one voucher.  Hair and 
Beauty offers include Saks, Deep Hairdressing, Loren St Klair, Groomen plus many more. 

More fantastic offers can be found at www.yourentertainer.co.uk 

Cost of the book is £17.99 and can be purchased via ParentPay.  Once paid, Friends of Conyers will notify you 
via email when your child receives your booklet. 

Thank you for your support. 

Friends of Conyers 
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New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing schools 

are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

School Payments 

Could you please pay for all school lunches, school visits etc 

by either using our online payment system  www.parentpay.com  

or by sending in a cheque payable to Conyers School. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact our Finance Office on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418/792414. 

Schoolcomms 

There may be times throughout the school year when we 
need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text messages.  
The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to 
use 160 characters per text message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be 
used.  Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so 
when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them. 
 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
 
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we 
have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

Medication 
Please note that medication cannot under any 
circumstances be given to students without 
written permission from a parent, due to 
Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to 
send your child to school with medication, due 
to the Department for Education standard 
guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers 
instructions.  This includes antihistamines, 
paracetamol and all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and 
an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for 

you to contact our Student and Parent helpline if 
you have any concerns. 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk


Conyers School is a company limited by guarantee (company No. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at 
Green Lane, Yarm, Stockton-On-Tees, TS15 9ET 

PE Department 
Athletics 

A group of girls from both Year 7 and 8 competed in the region’s indoor athletics competition held at the Eston 
Centre.  After qualifying for the event the girls were ready and raring to take on the more talented athletes.  Multiple 
track and field events were on offer including sprints, relays, speed bounce and vertical jump.  Each athlete 
competed in two events and the team relay.  Outstanding performances go to the Year 8 relay team who beat the 
other ten schools to be crowned relay champions.  Others winners included Jasmine Clarke and Emily McGee in Year 
8 who both won their 4 lap race by convincing margins.  Overall, the Year 7s finished 7th place and the Year 8s 
finished 5th. Well done to all girls who competed in the competition. 

District Cross Country 

Students performed well in the Cross-Country at Laurence Jackson School with 
Gemma Clark, Luke Pettit, Alex Quinn, Olivia Smith, and Nathan Wood-Gordon 
finishing in the top ten and qualifying for the next round.  Students competed 
well in the next round with Luke Pettit being chosen to represent the County in 
the English Schools Cross Country Championships, to be held in Leicestershire 
in mid-March. 

Football 

Year 7 boys have made a fantastic start to the season remaining unbeaten so 
far, winning their first two league games.  They reached the 7th round of the 
English Schools National Cup after an exceptional performance against William 
Howard School.  The team was just unlucky, losing on penalties.  The team 
racked up some miles during the competition travelling to York, Humberside and Cumbria as well as local games.  
Thanks to the team’s parents for supporting them so well by travelling to the games.  The tissue box certainly came 
in handy, for the team as well! 

Year 9 boys are playing some excellent football which has seen them progress to the quarter finals of the County 
Cup.  The boys’ attitude and approach to games and training is first class and we are very hopeful of some more 
silverware this season. 

The Sixth Form team was unfortunate to be knocked out of the County Cup, following a narrow defeat by Hartlepool 
FE College, and continue to compete for the league title despite some games been affected by the weather. 

Under 14 girls are ever improving with a win definitely around the corner!  The majority of games have been 
arranged for after half term so there’s plenty of time for perfection. 

Under 16 girls are playing consistently well and hoping to carry on that success into future games with local rivals, 
including Egglescliffe and Nunthorpe.   

All girls interested in playing for the school team or for a kick around are welcome to come to training on a Monday 
lunchtime, with Miss Holmes and Miss Murray.  

Netball 

Teams continue to play in the netball league with some highs and lows.  Any students wishing to join the team would 
be welcome. 

Table Tennis 

Under 13 girls have qualified for the National Semi-finals of the Schools Team Championships.  The four girls are 
training hard in the build-up to the event on 22 February in Blackburn.  Good luck goes to Lily Williams, Kelsey 
Bradley, Holly Williams and Yekta Heidari Haratomeh. 

 

 
 

 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results 

 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 
Starting 6 February 2014 

7.30 – 8.30pm 
Conyers School Gym 

 

Group based exercise class to help boost metabolism, reduce body fat, increase 
cardiovascular fitness and improve muscular tone. 

A 1-hour sweat busting calorie burner delivered by personal trainers  
Shaun McLaren and Charlie North. 

t-Fit offers functional fitness for all ages and abilities. 
 

Just £5 on-the-door plus a 20% discount for Conyers staff and students 
Get the results you want at affordable rates 

 

Limited spaces available 
To avoid disappointment book you place with 

Shaun 07894560543 
 

Adult Trampolining 
 Tuesday 8.30-9.15pm 

 

Adult Trampoline classes can be very 
rewarding and great fun for people who 

may be coming into the sport later in life. 
Classes are also good exercise where 

flexibility is increased. You don't have to be 
fit or confident, as we welcome all levels. 

Go on – It’s not just for kids! 
 

£4 per week 
 

BASKETBALL 
COACHING 
Wednesday 

5 - 6pm 
Y5 – Y8 

 
Coaching, drills and game play 

 
£3 per session 

 

 

BADMINTON 
COACHING 

Tuesday 
Y5 – Y9 
7 – 8pm 

 

Beginners and Improvers 
Equipment provided 

 

£3 per session 
 

  

Badminton 
Coaching 

Tuesday  
8 - 9pm 

Age 14 to Adult 
 

Beginners and Improvers 
£3 per session 

 



 

 

 

 
Course 

 
Day & Time Age Location Weekly cost Coach / Contact 

Badminton Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
7-8pm 

Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Badminton Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
8-9pm 

14 years - Adult Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
*Beginners / Intermdiates 

Ballroom and Latin 

Friday  
From 5.45pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Steve Walker at  
Strictly Dance Infusion 

07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
*Pre school 

Fundamentals 
Gymnastics 

Wednesday 
4.15-5pm 

3 – 5 years Gym £4 per week Terri Lambert 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday  
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

Monday  
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 
Thursday  
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Intermediate 
Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday  
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Footytots 

 

Saturday  
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday  
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Slimming World 

Wednesday 
7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 
07551715815 

 
t-Fit 

 

Thursday 
7.30-8.30pm 

16+ Gym £5 
Shaun McLaren 
07894560543 

 
Beginners 

*Trampoline Coaching 

Tuesday  
5.30–6.30pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3.50 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Intermediate 

*Trampoline Coaching 
 

Tuesday  
6.30-7.30pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3.50 Lisa Bosomworth 

*Trampoline Tots 
Friday 

4-4.45pm 
 

3-5 years Gym £4 Sam Stubbs 

*Little Bouncers 
Friday 

4.45-5.30pm 
 

6-8 years Gym £4 Sam Stubbs 

Advanced  
*Trampoline Coaching 

Tuesday  
7.30-8.30pm 

Advanced Gym £3.50 
 

Sam Stubbs 
 

Adult Trampoline 
Coaching 

Tuesday  
8.30 – 9.15pm 

18+ Gym £4 
 

Sam Stubbs 
 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 

AA cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss   ff oo rr   aa ll ll --   GG oo   SS pp oo rr tt   CC oo nn yy ee rr ss   
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at  
Green Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

 
 


