
Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

As we approach the end of this cold and dark half term the longer days once again seem most welcome.  We have 
emerged from the winter months with almost no disruption caused by poor weather.  Attendance was excellent at 
both our Sixth Form Open Evening and Year 11 Consultation Evening and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your continuing support.  I hope parents and students found the events useful. 

Students facing examinations are working to complete controlled assessment pieces and also facing the annual 
countdown to the start of the exam season.  For these students the coming months are punctuated by revision 
sessions, study days and final deadlines.  Students in Year 9 are making their option choices and taking the first steps 
in determining their eventual career pathway.  It is vital that all students are fully prepared for what lies ahead and 
we will provide all the support necessary to ensure their success. 

For students in Year 7 and 8 it is vital that good habits are established early in order for them to make the best 
possible progress.  Therefore there will be a significant focus next half term on homework and attendance for Year 7 
and 8.  There is a clear link between excellent attendance and achievement and all students should aim to keep their 
attendance above 95% and as close to full attendance as possible. Attendance at 90% equates to 1 day of absence 
per fortnight - 20 days across a school year and 100 days between Years 7 and 11.  This means a child in this situation 
has missed more than a term at school and it has a huge impact on progress. In terms of homework we will be 
tightening up on those students who are regularly missing homework deadlines and not turning up to lessons 
properly equipped.  Establishing good study habits and homework routines is vital if students are to achieve success 
as they progress through school. 

Some of our students facing GCSE and A level examinations this summer are still insisting that they do not have 
homework: if you have any concerns about the amount of homework your child appears to be receiving, please 
contact their Year Manager and query this.  More often than not students receive significantly more than parents are 
aware of.  All students preparing for examinations should be working independently on homework and revision tasks 
for at least an hour every school night and in the case of post 16 students, much more than this. 

Have a lovely half term and we look forward to welcoming students back on Monday, 22 February, at 8.55 a.m. 

The Sky Is The Limit For Our Future Scholars! 
Conyers School are delighted to announce that eleven of our most able students in Year 8 and 9 have successfully 
completed a programme of intense study as part of our Future 
Scholars programme, a partnership between Conyers School, 
Durham University and The Brilliant Club.  Students celebrated 
their achievements with their families at a dedicated graduation 
ceremony at Durham University on Wednesday 3 February 
2016. 

Students have recently submitted theses titled ‘Do the ends 
justify the means? – A study of Deontology and 
Consequentialism’ and passed with flying colours.  A recent 
initiative to stretch our very brightest students, involved them 
studying a super-curricular subject, which is not covered in the 
key stage the students are in because of its academic and 
intellectual complexity. 

Name: 
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Students rose to the challenge of writing a 1500 word essay with determination and thrive for success.  Lewis 
Wormald of Year 9 said “My favourite part of the programme was learning about completely new topics.  The 
programme as a whole was pretty well explained as to what we would be doing, and the large network of support 
staff ranging from associated teachers at Conyers to Tutors from The Brilliant Club gave us the support when 
needed”. 

Mr Pickering, Lead Teacher for the programme, commented, “It is astonishing to see the quality of work completed 
by our students.  The academic flair demonstrated by the students is reassurance that at Conyers we are ensuring 
our most able are stretched to their full potential. I cannot wait to start working with our next cohort!” 

We encourage you to read a selection of the work on our website, www.conyers.org.uk, to see the quality of the 
work produced. 

Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher’s Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Mohammed Abid 10CB, Nathan Alford 10BA, Wendel Baltazar 10JH, Jamie Birth 10AB, Liam Cross 10BA, Ethan 
Foulger 10GP, Amy Lewis 10GP and Elle Miller 10JH, for a fantastic job organising and hosting the Layfield Christmas 
party.  You prepared well and ensured that they had a brilliant time.  Your teachers are proud of you. 

Isabelle Martin 9CG for writing a wonderful letter to students in your former primary school explaining how much 
you enjoy Conyers.  The letter was wonderfully informative and written in your own time. 

Anna Cook 7MN, Nina Turner 7AW, Anup Kaur 7PY, Naomi Law 7MT for your contribution to the Year 6 Open 
Evening.  You were wonderful ambassadors for Conyers School and impressed students and their parents. 

Tom O’Connell 7ES, Josh Brown, Nathan Chantel-Kirton, Harry Fishburn 7KC, Daisy Stuart 7AW, Olivia Holt,  

Lewis Wright 7MN, Hollie Evans, Sophie Hill, Lottie Watson 7MT, Laura Bainbridge, Matthew Feasby 7LO, Connor 
Atkinson, Beau Hutchison 7PY for a wonderful piece of RE homework.  You have demonstrated dedication and 
perseverance and shown the ability to work independently.   We are very proud of your wonderful effort. 

Nathan Campling, Daisy Mellis 8KG, Kirsten Hawcock 8KG, Emily Rose 8KH, Oliver Tranter 8HS, Isabel Beauchamp, 
James Polson 9CG, Alick Brownlee 9JW, Emma Redshaw 9TB, Georgia Tunnel 9AG, Lewis Wormald 9PS for your 
wonderful works as a member of the Brilliant Club.  You have produced outstanding work and risen ‘brilliantly’ to the 
challenge.  You should be very proud of your efforts.   

Elle May Robinson 11RC, Aimee Foxton 6HW, for providing wonderful support for a student who suffered an injury.  
You immediately gave assistance and helped staff in the situation.  As a school community we are very proud. 

John Calvert 6RA for your superb engagement with the self-defence class during Focus Day.  It cannot have been 
easy to be paired with your teacher.  Very well done. 

Brain Teaser Competition Winner 
Congratulations to Adam Sumner in 7JW for winning the Christmas Brain Teasers competition.  There will be another 

opportunity for Year 7 to do some puzzles over Easter.  Follow the Maths department on twitter @ConyersMaths. 

  

January 100 Club Winners 

1. Val Swansbury £25 
2. Linda Julian £15 
3. Carol Dunn £10 

Summer Concert 

Wednesday 6 July 

7.00 p.m. 

Stockton Baptist Tabernacle 
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A Level Geography Fieldwork 
The rain is pouring, the wind is howling, a perfect day for a Geography fieldtrip with Mrs O’Boyle... 

For A-Level Geography we are currently studying demographics and its impact on social welfare.  To further our 

understanding of the topic we visited Middlesbrough to compare an inner city area to an outer suburban area.  

Before the trip we analysed the census data from 2011 for the two areas and then investigated the areas to establish 

how data manifest itself in real life. 

The bus battled through the rain and shortly arrived at Middlesbrough centre where we had a look around, 

umbrellas in hand, and saw evidence of migration as there were Polish shops, the Cleveland Muslim Cultural 

Association and a Catholic Church which showed a strong sense of community and a mix of cultures.  The area also 

presented the opportunity to investigate the impact of both the influx of students and Government policy of 

redevelopment. 

We then jumped back on the bus and had a look around a suburb where we saw evidence that reflected the census 

data as there were lots of services suitable for older people such as frequent public transport and suitable housing in 

the form of bungalows.  Despite the weather we still managed to get a clear picture of these two contrasting areas 

which will definitely help in the exams.  

Alicia Rose, Year 12 

Focus Day 3 
Our third focus day of this school year was held on Wednesday 20 January 2016. 

Year 7 students took part in a Health Day, the aim of which was for students to understand a healthy heart - how 

regular physical activity and a healthy diet can lower your blood 

pressure - and staying active helps you tone muscles and improve 

your posture.  Students raised money for the British Heart 

Foundation by taking part in Jump Rope for Heart.  Students also 

found out how good relationships and puberty help development 

into an adult.  

Students’ highlights of the day: 

“I liked the body is a temple activity, skipping, science food testing 

activity and making good choices talk in the Drama Studio” 

“I liked the food testing in science” 

“The skipping, science and spending time with friends (it brought us 

together)” 

Year 8 students took part in a Creative Language Day; the aim of the day was to 

improve students’ awareness about other cultures, and to explore new cultures 

through the medium of music, drama, dance and cooking.  Students took part in 

salsa dancing, African drumming, Japanese, Urdu and a Living History workshop. 

Students’ highlights of the day: 

“I enjoyed the African drumming” 

“I liked the part where we had to make a movie about why languages were 

important” 

“I enjoyed the German history because we could touch the weapons and play a 

bit of dress up.  It was very interesting and fun.” 
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Year 9 students took part in a Careers Day.  The aim of the day was 

for students to gain an understanding of the options available post 

14, to identify what makes a successful options choice and to 

analyse the influences on your option choices. 

Students’ highlights of the day: 

“The law session - an excellent representation of what it would be 

like to be a barrister/lawyer/solicitor.  It was an interactive yet 

informative session.” 

“The treasure hunt, finding out about different jobs” 

Year 10 students took part in a study skills day.  Students learnt 

how to identify helpful targets and ambitions (goals) in the school 

environment and beyond and were taught simple, creative techniques to break these goals into manageable, 

measurable, achievable steps. 

Students’ highlights of the day : 

“The memory activities.  Learning that your brain often responds well to colour” 

“Goal setting was really helpful and it made really hard goals seem to be achievable” 

Year 11 students took part in a catch up/intervention day, providing them with the opportunity to catch up on 

coursework, improve their work or begin their revision. 

Year 12 students took part in a personal safety and career introductions day.  They had a talk from the Fire Brigade 

and a talk about Apprenticeships.  This was followed up in the afternoon looking at careers and universities in depth. 

Students’ highlights of the day : 

“The careers session in the afternoon was really excellent - it focussed students on what they might want to do 

next.” 

“Looking at what courses are available at different universities” 

“The car safety talk was excellent” 

Year 13 took part in a self-defence course and looked at the EPQ.   

Students’ highlights of the day : 

“The self-defence lessons with Owen Murray M.B.E which seemed to be very practically useful and time working on 

EPQ's.” 

 

Friends of Conyers 
Conyers hosted their annual Christmas Fayre to raise money for our Friends of Conyers School 

charity.  The event saw Santa Claus greeting children, a variety of stalls selling gifts and a brass band 

playing music whilst people enjoyed hot chocolate and mince pies.  

The weather did not appear to want to join in with our festive activities with rain 

constantly pouring down.  This did not affect the parents and friends of Conyers 

who battled and braved the weather to help make Christmas at Conyers that ever 

festive experience yet again.  

The Year 7 School Disco that coincided with the schools Christmas Jumper Day 
gave the new students of Conyers an opportunity to showcase their dance moves.  
Miss Guy set the tone, her dancing was particularly impressive, to all of Year 7.  A 
number of students expressed their gratitude for such a pleasant evening and Eva 
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decided she would like to put in writing exactly what she enjoyed and her thanks to the staff. 

‘The Christmas disco in December was really good and enjoyed by everyone.  There was lots of variety of food 
(sweets, hotdogs and burgers) and drinks. 

I thought though that overall, it was lots of fun and a successful night.  Everyone especially liked the competitions 
and games played to entertain people.  As well as that, I think that the music was brilliantly chosen as everyone 
thought it was lively and everyone kept dancing.’ 

 

PE Department 

Athletics 
Year 7 Boys were extremely dominant winning overall in the Stockton Indoor Athletics Finals with 
some stand out performers, including Ben Beales and Dan Errington, as they qualified for the Tees 
Valley final at Eston.  Year 8 boys were equal to the Year 7s also winning overall.  Dan Payne and 
Josh Bailey were stand out performers and they too qualified for the Tees Valley Finals. 

Both Years 7 and 8 performed very well and put in some very gutsy performances against the strongest athletes in 
the Tees Valley area.  Eleven schools were there representing their districts.  Out of the eleven Year 7 teams we 
came 5th overall which was a good achievement considering the high standard on show.  The Year 8 team came 6th 
out of eleven which again was an admirable achievement.   Stand out 
performers on the day were Dan Errington, Year 7, who won his sprint event and 
Dan Payne, Year 8, who won the 6 lap endurance event.  Well done to everyone.  

Football 
All teams are progressing in the league with some successes.   

Year 7 boys have had a fantastic run, unbeaten in all league and County Cup 
games.  They narrowly missed out on a last 8 spot in the English Schools National 
Cup after a hard fought defeat in difficult conditions at home against the very 
strong Cardinal Heenan School from Liverpool.   Well done! 

Year 11 boys are continuing to train hard despite the growing time pressures as the GCSE examinations loom.  They 
are on course to qualify for the District Cup semi-finals.  There are first league games still to play but they remain 
right in the mix for the league title.  The team lost out in the quarter finals of the County Cup in a thrilling game on a 
horrible Friday evening.  Some silverware would be great to finish off their five years at Conyers!! 

Netball  
All netball teams are progressing well in the league, they have had some tough opposition of late, but have come 
through fighting and narrowly missing out. 

Student Leadership 
Four Year 10 leaders attended a leadership day with the Youth Sport Trust, developing their skills 
further and hopefully integrating all they have learned back into Conyers.  All four were excellent 
representatives of Conyers; Olivia Dann, Holly Smith, Robert Hillier and Luke Pettit 

New Members 
With the annual cycle of students leaving from Year 11 and 13 to endeavours new we also lose committee 
members.  We now have a number of places for new members of the Friend of Conyers committee.  The charity 
itself raises money that is then used for Conyers School to purchase items to enhance our student’s experience of 
Conyers.  Last year we purchased wireless microphones that helped make the school production Peter Pan such a 
success.  If you would like the opportunity to be involved directly in your child’s experience at school and join 
Friends of Conyers please email crance@conyers.org.uk or friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk. 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the 
latest fixtures, results and 

revision tips 
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New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing the 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

School Payments 

When you are making payments for school lunches, school visits, revision guide books etc please could you use 
our online payment system www.parentpay.com and if possible, use your debit card rather than a credit card as 
the charges for school are less if debit cards are used. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact Mrs Williams, Finance Office, on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418. 

Alternatively make cheques payable to Conyers School. 

Schoolcomms 
There may be times throughout the school year when we 
need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text messages. 
The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to 
use 160 characters per text message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be 
used. Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so 
when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them.  The Schoolcomms 
telephone number is 01642 688114. 

If you wish to be sent messages, please ensure that we 
have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

Also, please add the Schoolcomms email address, 
SC8084023a@schoolcomms.com to your ‘safe  
senders’ list. 

Medication 

Please note that medication cannot under any 
circumstances be given to students without 
written permission from a parent, due to 
Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to 
send your child to school with medication, due 
to the Department for Education’s standard 
guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers 
instructions.  This includes antihistamines, 
paracetamol and all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to contact 
our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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Calendar Dates 
Friday 12 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Sunday 21 – Sunday 28 February Ski trip to Andorra 

Monday 22 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 1 March, 4.30-7.30 p.m. Year 12 subject consultations 

Tuesday 8 March, 4.30-7.30 p.m. Year 13 subject consultations 

Wednesday 9 March Year 11 photographs 

Wednesday 16 March Focus Day 4 

Thursday 24 March Coursework deadline for all Music and Music Tech 
courses 

Thursday 24 March, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 11 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Monday 2 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Friday 27 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 6 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 29 June, 7.00 p.m. Year 11 Prom 

Wednesday 6 July, 7.00 p.m. Summer Concert, Stockton Baptist Tabernacle 

Friday 15 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 18 August A Level results 

Thursday 25 August GCSE results 

Friday 26 August Sixth Form enrolment 

Thursday 1 September Staff Preparation Day 

Friday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 19 October, 3.40 p.m. Students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 20 and Friday 21 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 31 October, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 16 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2017  

Tuesday 3 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 10 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 20 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 7 April, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 24 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Friday 26 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 5 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 21 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

 
 
 

Parents Collecting or Dropping off Children 

This should be done within the bus bay only.  However, the bus bay is closed to cars between 3.15 and 4.00 p.m. 
each evening to allow the buses to park ready for the journey home.   
Also, parents should not park blocking the school entrance roadway on the yellow lines when collecting their 
children on an afternoon. 
At no time before, during or after school should a vehicle enter the main drive to drop off or collect a student, 
unless in the case of a medical emergency. 
Only disabled students are dropped off and picked up from the disabled parking bays on the school site and 
children with temporary disabilities, ie broken legs, etc, likewise. 



 

 
  

BADMINTON COACHING 
 

Tuesday 

7 - 8pm   -  Y5 – Y9 

8 - 9pm   -  Y10 - Adult 

Beginners and Improvers 

£3 per session 

No equipment needed 
Shorts and laced trainers essential 

Club Level Coach  
Sheila Boyes 

Cricket Training 
Thornaby CC  

Indoor Coaching Programme 

Conyers Sports Hall 

Friday from 6pm 

To book a place contact  

Steve Wells 

07972030184 

Cricket Training 
Yarm CC  

Indoor Coaching Programme 

Conyers Sports Hall 

Sunday from 4pm 

To book a place contact 

Chris Gibbons 

07739288169 

Dyspraxia Support Group  

now running sessions at Conyers School  

Saturday 12.15 to 1.15pm  

£3.50 per session, per child. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for your 
dyspraxic child to meet new friends and 

develop skills they may be finding difficult 
such as coordination, social skills, teamwork, 
etc.  If you are interested in your child joining 
the group please contact Ennalisa either by 
email ennalisachambers@yahoo.co.uk or 

telephone 01642 723818. 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               

Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 

Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 

Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 

 

 

 Trampoline Classes 

***Last few remaining places*** 

Age 3 – 7 years 4.30-5.30pm 

Age 8 – 16 years 5.30-6.30pm 

£4.50 per week (paid in advance per half term) 

Level 3.3 and Level 2 coaches will provide one to one coaching for all children and abilities 

Places are limited so booking is essential 

mailto:ennalisachambers@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sport@conyers.org.uk
http://www.gosportconyers.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 
 

Course Day & Time Age Location 
Weekly 

cost 
Coach / Contact 

Badminton Coaching Tuesday 7-8pm Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Badminton Coaching Tuesday 8-9pm 
14 years - 

Adult 
Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Dyspraxia 
Saturday12.15–

1.15pm 
All Gym £3.50 

Ennalisa 
01642 723818 

Dare-2-Dance Monday 4-4.45pm Y3-Y6 Gym £4 John Steele 

*Pre school 
Fundamentals 
Gymnastics 

Wednesday 
4.15-5pm & 
5.15-6pm 

3 – 5 years Gym £4 per week Terri Lambert 

*Beginners 
Gymnastics 

 

Monday 
5.20–6.05pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

*Gymnastics Bridging 
Class 

Monday 
6.10-6.55pm 

Age 
dependant 
On ability 

Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

Beginners Gymnastics 
Thursday 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Jo Swash 

*Intermediate 
Gymnastics 

Thursday 5–6pm Intermediate Gym £4 
Glenn Smith &  

Lisa Bosomworth 

*Advanced 
Gymnastics 

Thursday 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 
Glenn Smith &  

Lisa Bosomworth 

FitSteps Monday 7.15-8.15pm Adult Gym £4 per week 
Amanda Waller 
07858589235 

Footytots Saturday 9-10am 2 ½ -5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

DF Soccer School Saturday 10-11am 6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

 
Dan Fowler 

07947740136 
 

*Trampoline Coaching 
Friday 

4.30-5.30pm 
3-7 years Gym £4.50 

Jan Leonard & Hannah Hornby 
 

*Trampoline Coaching 
Friday 

5.30-6.30pm 
8-16 years Gym £4.50 Jan Leonard & Hannah Hornby 

Wadokai Martial Arts 
Wednesday 6.15–

7.45pm 
6 years – Adult Gym £4 

 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 

 

A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a l l -  G o  S p o r t  C o n y e r s  
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson 

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at 

Green Lane, Yarm, TS15 9ET. VAT No. 155752886 

 

 


