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J u l y  2 0 1 3  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Reminder: Students return after the summer holidays on Tuesday 3 September 8.55 a.m. 

As the school year draws to a close it is an opportunity to thank every one of you for providing the support necessary 
to ensure that our young people thrive.  Particular thanks are extended to those teachers and members of the 
support staff who are moving to pastures new.  Their contributions are formally recognised in this newsletter and I 
am sure you will all join me in wishing them well.  As we move forward into next year I am pleased to be able to tell 
you we have a full staff team for September and know you will join me in welcoming new teachers into the Conyers 
community. 

I am delighted to introduce our Head Boy and Head Girl and their deputies.  Congratulations to Head Boy Toby 
Chapman, Head Girl Elinor Baird and their deputies Zara Retallick and Jonathan Breeze.  Selection for these posts is 
robust with a presentation, student vote and interview ensuring we have the right candidates in post.  I am sure you 
will be seeing more of them as the year progresses.  

We have also been selected to be the feature of a CBBC documentary focusing on the transfer from Primary to 
Secondary School, and filming is already underway in primary schools and will continue at Conyers in September.  
We are delighted to have been chosen for the programme which will be screened next summer.  There will be 15 
half hour programmes made, each focusing on a different story as part of the transition process.  The programme 
aims to support young people as they make the move to big school and will showcase the wonderful work done by 
the Care Support and Guidance team with the primary schools.  More details will follow on this exciting story.  If you 
have any queries you can contact the production team on 07513 779010 or email grace.gibbons@twofour.co.uk. 

Finally, another aspect of the excellent work being done at Conyers was shortlisted for a prestigious award although 
this time we did not win the prize.  The Humanities team, which is wonderfully led by Angela O’Boyle, reached the 
final of the TES Humanities Team of the Year Award.  Although narrowly beaten by a school from Essex, to reach the 
final of such a prestigious national competition is an accolade in itself and representatives from Humanities made 
the trip to London for the award ceremony. 

Farewells 

We also must say goodbye to several members of staff this summer and thank them for the hard work and 
commitment they have shown to our students and our school. 

This year we say farewell to three cover supervisors.  Sean Campbell, who arrived at Conyers in September, is leaving 
to become a trainee teacher and we wish him the best of luck as he begins his new career.  Derek Fielden has also 
been with us since September and he moves on as his contract ends.  Christine Payne is also leaving her post as a 
cover supervisor and is heading towards retirement.  Lyndsey Form leaves us after 3 years at Conyers in a variety of 
roles.  The final change to the support staff team is Claire Stage who is leaving us having provided wonderful support 

Name: 
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to many of our most vulnerable students and to the tutor group she supported from Year 7 to 11.  Students and 
parents have very fond memories of Clare and she will be missed by us all as she pursues other interests.  

We also say farewell to seven teachers who are changing direction.  Rebecca Marwood joined us in September 
teaching Languages part time; she has a young family and is taking a career break to look after them.  After 7 years 
at Conyers Liz Hepworth leaves the Design Technology department to spend more time with her children.  Also 
leaving the Design Technology team is Hayley Garland who will focus upon her work as an examiner with AQA.  Ruth 
Owen-Hughes leaves Food and Textiles after 10 years at Conyers as both teacher and teaching assistant: Ruth is 
leaving to spend more time with her family.  Scott Henderson who joined the Maths department two years ago is 
leaving the profession to re-train as a physiotherapist.  Also following a new path is Ron Guckel who is leaving the 
languages department after 6 years to pursue a passion for bread making.  Finally, after 11 years’ service, Gill Hook is 
leaving the Science department and is joining the special education sector; I am sure students and staff alike will 
miss her and her fantastic contributions on non-uniform days!   

A number of teachers are moving on to new posts and the first of these is David Edwards who has secured a teaching 
post at English Martyrs School.  

Moving further afield is Vicky Miles.  Vicky joined the staff in 2007 as a newly qualified teacher and quickly 
established herself within the English department.  Vicky is an excellent teacher, particularly of A level English 
Language and she is leaving us to relocate to Malaysia where she has secured a teaching post.  We wish Vicky well 
and will miss her teaching and her wonderful contribution to the school choir. 

Securing more senior positions are Jayn Barnfather and Mike Parrott.  Jayn arrived at Conyers in September 2006 as 
second in English and since then students have gained benefit from her extensive knowledge of both English 
Language and Literature and her skills as a form tutor.  Jayn has the ability to get the best from all students and there 
are many students who thought they hated ‘poetry’ who have been engaged by Jayn’s approach.  Jayn has gained 
the position of Head of English at Northfield School.  This is a prestigious position as Northfield is the largest school 
in Stockton and we wish her every success in the future. 

Mike Parrott has been at Conyers for 12 years and has held a number of posts including Head of Chemistry, Assistant 
Head of Science and most recently Advanced Skills Teacher.  Mike is an outstanding teacher and many students have 
been inspired by his extensive knowledge, passion for his subject and the energy of his delivery.  Mike has not only 
inspired Conyers students but also those in the primary schools who have been wowed by Dr Parrott’s experiments.  
Mike has been appointed Head of Science at Northallerton College; another prestigious position for a ‘Conyers 
graduate’.  Mike will be missed and we wish him well. 

Retirements 

The first of our retirees is Kathleen Browne.  Kathleen joined the staff in 2002 having previously been an instructor in 
the prison service.  Kathleen has taught Food, Textiles and Health and Social Care although textiles is her particular 
passion.  Many students will fondly remember her attention to detail and no nonsense approach as she demanded 
ever higher standards in coursework.  As a staff we will miss her ability to support students of all abilities and the 
wonderful cakes she makes as leaving presents for those retiring. 

Finally, after 22 years, we say goodbye to David Lynch who is finally retiring having worked on a part time basis for 
the last couple of years.  Students certainly remember David - for his theatrical voice, his passion for his subject and 
his promotion of literature.  Many students will recall him in the hot seat as Macbeth or his wonderful lessons on 
‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ which could reduce even the most hardened non-reader to tears.  

We wish all our departing staff happiness and success in the future and thank them for their contribution to our 
school. 

 

 Medication 
Please note that medication cannot under any circumstances be given to students without written permission 
from a parent, due to Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to send your child to school with 
medication, due to Department for Education standard guidelines, all student medication must be in its 
original packaging bearing the prescribers instructions.  This includes antihistamines, paracetamol and all 
generic painkillers. 
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School Uniform Reminder 
As of September 2013 all students will be expected to wear the new style uniform.  Both the school sweatshirt and 
polo shirt will bear the school crest with Conyers School written underneath in white. 

Dress code for students 

 Red polo shirt with the Conyers Crest embroidered on the left side at the front; 

 Plain black school trousers for girls, no fashion trouser styles; 

 Plain black school trousers for boys; 

 Plain Black/navy school knee length skirt for girls, not lycra material; 

 Sweatshirt with the Conyers Crest embroidered on the left side at the 
front; 

 Plain sensible shoes in black, no trainers or plimsolls, boots, high heels 
or platform shoes; 

 Plain black or grey socks for boys.  

 Plain black or grey socks with trousers, or tights with skirts for girls. 

Any parents who wish to recycle their old style uniform for a good cause can 
bring it in to Student Support.   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for helping us maintain 
standards of school dress this term and look forward to your continued support 
in the future. 

 

Time Out of School Including Holidays in Term Time 
Missing school can have a detrimental effect to any students' progress and whilst we appreciate that some illness 
cannot be avoided other absences can be accommodated in the school holidays. 

Under the new regulations headteachers MAY NOT grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances.  We would therefore request that if there are exceptional circumstances under which 
you require to remove your child from school the request should be submitted in writing to the Year Manager.  
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Calendar Dates 
Friday 19 July 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 15 August 10 a.m. A level results day 

Thursday 22 August 10 a.m. GCSE results day 

Tuesday 3 September 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November Half term holiday 

Friday 20 December 3.40 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays 

Monday 6 January 2014 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Christmas holidays 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February 2014 Half term holiday 

Friday 4 April 2014 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22 April 2014 8.50 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 5 May 2014 Bank Holiday, school closed 

Monday 26 – Friday 30 May 2014 Half term holiday 

Friday 18 July 2014 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

 



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Year 6 Family Fun Evening 
On Friday 12 July we invited all the Year 6 children who are joining 
Conyers School in September to come along with their families to take 
part in a Go Sport Family Fun Evening. 

The event started at 5.45 p.m. and for the next 2 hours, on a beautiful 
summers evening, families enjoyed a variety of family based fun 
activities including rounders, netball, dodgeball, arts and crafts and a 
family quiz.  The day finished with all involved taking part in a tug-of-
war. 

The aim of the evening was for the children to meet up with others 
from their Year 7 tutor group but also to meet members of Conyers 
staff and Conyers Student Leaders in a relaxed and fun atmosphere.  

Parents had the opportunity to meet and chat and also get to know 
some of the Year 7 staff. 

The evening was an incredible success enjoyed by everyone involved. 

 

Free School Meals 
Parents are encouraged to apply for Free School Meals online in via: 

 https://www.forms.stockton.gov.uk/ufs/ufsmain?esessionid=D318018B7F3322E1A25E4C839E6ACA8B_1&form
id=CESC_020_FSM 

or telephone Customer Services on 01642 526606 to complete an application with an advisor over the 
telephone rather than complete a paper application.  This will speed up the application for both the parent and 
school. 

https://www.forms.stockton.gov.uk/ufs/ufsmain?esessionid=D318018B7F3322E1A25E4C839E6ACA8B_1&formid=CESC_020_FSM
https://www.forms.stockton.gov.uk/ufs/ufsmain?esessionid=D318018B7F3322E1A25E4C839E6ACA8B_1&formid=CESC_020_FSM
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The Year of the Cake Sale…. 
When I was offered the job as Year 7 Manager in April this year, I was full of anticipation and curiosity.  I wondered 
what the months ahead would hold in store for me.  As it happened, I did not have to wait too long to find out!  I can 
only describe my initiation to Conyers as an absolute rollercoaster of events and happenings, some amazing highs 
and some avoidable lows!  However, it is something I would not have wanted to miss being part of and I feel this is 
the perfect opportunity to say thank you to all the Year 7 students, tutors and Student Support Staff who have made 
me feel very much a part of Conyers School life. 

Reflecting on the year, there are key events that stand out and should not go without recognition or mention.  
Without doubt Year 7 have proven themselves to be a highly charged, energetic year group.  Fulfilling the Olympic 
Legacy, they have achieved amazing success in the sporting arena, both individually and as teams.  There have been 
notable results in school Football, Netball, Tennis and Athletics events.  All of which were well deserved.  We are 
very proud of all our young sportsmen and women.  

In addition to representing the school, I was massively proud of 
the effort and time that Year 7 gave to participate in National 
Sports Week.  To quote Mr Plows “the Year 7s were the BEST year 
group”, when it came to participating in events arranged around 
school.  Well done to everyone who took part. 

To add to this, a massive well done to all students, who have 
helped to raise money for various charities throughout the year.  
Most memorably the ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ which saw Year 7 skip 
their way to raising over £1400 for The British Heart Foundation,  
an excellent effort.  

Other charities that have benefited from your generosity are The 
Dogs Trust, St. Tiggywinkles Hedgehog Rescue Centre and The Emily Simpson Fund.  Year 7 are definitely the Kings of 
the Cake Sale!  

Year 7 students have also involved themselves in improving their literacy and the value placed upon reading.  We 
have amongst the year group a wonderful cohort of Student Librarians, a Reading Group and a Book Club.               
Mrs Dawson describes these students as “Outstanding and committed”.  To reward the efforts of the reading group, 
Mrs Dawson arranged a visit to Seven Stories in Newcastle, on Friday 12 July.  Well deserved! 

The annual Year 7 trip to Richmond was another success story 
for 2012/13.  All Staff and students reported to have enjoyed 
a wonderful day, in spite of the miserable weather!  So many 
members of the public approached staff to comment on how 
well behaved the students were, even the coach drivers 
praised the conduct and attitude of all students.  Another 
example of excellence. 

I could not finish this article without a few special mentions 
and thanks to all students who have helped and supported 
the Year 6 Students who will be joining us in September.  You 
have represented Conyers in the best possible way, as role 
models to our future students, making their transition as 
smooth as possible.  You are all Stars! 

 

www.parentpay.com 

ParentPay is a quick efficient way of paying online for school lunches, art materials, school visits etc. 

If you have misplaced your login details or passwords please contact finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 
01642 792418. 
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Year 8 
Year 8 students have continued to be a pleasure to have around school; both in terms of behaviour and taking part 
in the activities that make school memorable.  Nearly all of them have grown, on what seems to be a daily basis, and 
I find myself now needing to look up to them.  The students have had great fun with many new experiences, the 
rocket building using real explosives was certainly an experience I will remember, especially the one that chose to fly 

horizontally rather than vertically!  We also explored the creative arts, 
visiting various venues to sample theatre, dance, and music.  As a group 
the students have been outstanding in supporting charities; rising to the 
challenge to raise money for Oxfam after their Focus Day on poverty.  
Each tutor group came up with their own ideas to raise cash from 
simply a jar for loose change through to organising a staff car wash.  
Others raised money by running an X Box FIFA competition, sponsored 
silence and, possibly the most adventurous, Splash for Cash, where 
students paid for the privilege of throwing wet sponges at teachers.  
This proved very popular.  Another fund raiser was organised by girls in 
8SC who ran the most fantastic cake sale, the money for this went to 
the RVI at Newcastle.   

The Year 8’s also embraced the Movember event and sported some 
of the finest moustaches around raising more money for cancer 
research.  As you can see the girls looked particularly fetching. 

I personally think the generosity of time and thought for others 
shown by all the Year 8’s is to be applauded.  Well done to you all. 

Many students have achieved personal success whether in sport, 
music or dance, in individual events as well as part of the school’s 
teams.  It has also been great to see the Year 8’s taking part in 
school productions such as Wiz and the Christmas Concert.  It will 
be nice to see even more auditioning for the next production The 
Little Shop of Horrors. 

The boys football team did exceptionally well winning the County Cup 
in what can only be described as the most extreme weather conditions.   
Withstanding the hail, wind and rain deserved a medal in itself. 

We have finished the year with a superb trip to France, which was 
enjoyed by many - see the article later on in the newsletter - and a 
reward trip to Flamingo Land.  It is always nice to get positive feedback 
saying how well the 
students have 
behaved. 

As you may know we 
are losing 3 of the Year 

8 tutors, Mr Edwards and Mr Henderson are moving on and         
Mrs O’Boyle is taking up a new responsibility within school.  They 
have all given their students an excellent start at Conyers and we 
wish them well for their futures. 

All is left now is to wish you a relaxing and hopefully sunny summer 
break and I look forward to you all returning in September, for the 
start of the adventure that will be Year 9. 
 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to contact 
our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk


Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Year 9 
What a great year it’s been!  We returned to school last September after the feel-good summer of the Olympics and 
all the medals Britain won, which gave us lots of material to inspire our students to work hard to achieve goals.  I am 
writing this after a wonderful weekend full of sun and sporting successes, with the Lions victory in Australia and 
Murray’s fabulous Wimbledon win, we can say that our Year 9 was book-ended with great successes for our nation 
and hopefully will be memorable for many more reasons.  

Our year has been full of our own successes and triumphs with our sports teams doing well.  A special mention for 
our Rugby Team who featured in many assemblies as they just 
kept winning throughout the season!  They were runners up in 
the North East!  Yousef Butt from the team was also selected to 
play County Rugby.  We’re really proud of Hemin Mohammedi 
who broke the Stockton record in Shot Put last month and 
threw a whopping 12.87m.  He is now the Intermediate Boys 
Champion for both the County and Inter-County.  Daniel Nixon 
has had a few days away around the nation for the very best of 
reasons playing in the County Cricket Team and also qualifying 
for English Schools Athletics in Hammer Throwing.  He travelled 
down to Birmingham for this event, which was televised.  He 
came 12th nationally.  Niamh McDonagh has qualified for the 
National Swimming Championships.  Her dedication and 
training programme is paying off.  I often think of Niamh already having done lengths of the swimming pool each 
morning when I am  waking up to my 6 a.m. alarm.  Callum Roberts continues his apprenticeship with Sunderland 
Football Club and manages this training programme alongside his school work. 

Our Mathematicians have also represented Conyers nationally: Katie Taylor, Michael Walters, Serena Sani, Rebecca 
Best and Samantha Readman spent a day taking part in the final of the Edge Hill Mathematics Challenge. 

Sam Dryden and Faye Edemenson were both nominated for the prestigious ‘Dux Award’.  This is awarded to 
students based on their progress made and exemplary behaviour in school.  In June both Sam and Faye spent a day 
at Newcastle University being shown around various departments and generally being treated like VIPs.  Well done 
to both of them. 

We are always proud of students who go the extra mile to help others 
and, during the Easter holidays, four of our Year 9s literally went a few 
thousand miles to help deprived families on the other side of the world.  
Emily Simpson, Sean Prior, Jenni Buckingham and Charlie Stuart raised 
money and travelled with a group of young people from Yarm Methodist 
Church Group to a deprived part of Mexico in order to help the 
community build houses for themselves.  On their return the students 
made a presentation to the rest of their year group outlining their trip 
and the difference they had made to other people’s lives and the 
difference that it had made to their own lives and perceptions.  We are 
hugely proud of their contributions and delighted to hear that they 

intend to do it again, and will be raising money throughout the year to fund 
their next trip and project in 2014. 

We took the opportunity in Activities Week to let off some steam during our 
reward trip to Flamingoland.  The weather was delightful and everyone had a 
great day in the sun with their friends.  

We have so much to be proud of in our year group and I’m sure this 
momentum will continue into Year 10 as we encourage all our students to 
work hard as they embark on their GCSE studies and to look for opportunities 
to help others, both in school and beyond.  We hope that each of our students 
will take on the challenge as they become more senior in school, make their 
mark and inspire other students around school. 



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Year 10 
Year 10 students got off to a really fast pace with their option choices in full swing by the end of September.  This 
initial start was to set the tone for the rest of the year with a lot of hard work and determination being 
demonstrated by the Year 10 students. 

In amongst all this hard work, the students still managed to find time to contribute to others in school and through 
the wider community, with fundraising done through cake sales and a sponsored run, as well as students going to 
Mexico to help build housing for the less fortunate. 

Back in October, fifty three students applied for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme which is an unprecedented 
number.  Through negotiation, we were able to give every student who met the criteria a place, so this has been a 
tremendous success.  

The work alongside the Associate Leaders in Year 10 continued, with each session very well attended.  Every student 
who took part in this process was a credit to themselves and their 
tutor group, with a special thank you going to Christopher Breeze 
who helped with the smooth running of the sessions.  These 
sessions were about how we could improve the teaching and 
learning of the year group and what could be done to improve, as 
well as keeping in touch with any current issues or trends within 
the year group and generating support for fund raising. 

In January, Year 10 got the opportunity to attend an Enterprise 
Day at Middlesbrough Football Club.  The students thoroughly 
enjoyed the day with lots of budding entrepreneurs really 
demonstrating their skills.  

March produced a fantastic achievement for the year as Jessica 
Belch was chosen for the Youth Parliament to represent Stockton.  
Jessica was looking forward to being able to present her ideas to The House of Commons; this is a wonderful 
opportunity for such a hardworking and dedicated student at Conyers. 

Attendance at the Year 10 Consultation Evening in April was extremely high with only a few parents unable to make 
the evening.  This support has helped to make Year 10 a very successful year and increase the support and 
communication between school and home. A big thank you goes out to the students who helped with parents’ 
evenings this year especially Jessica Belch, Ethan Vicars, Christopher Breeze, Danielle Casentieri, Alex Campbell, 
Hayley Clements and Elle Hutchinson. 

The Student Leadership Programme was launched in April and this was a huge success with nearly all Year 10 
wanting to be a part of this programme.  Students went through training and identified areas of interest that they 
may want to focus on in Year 11.  Although not every student was successful at achieving a place on the scheme as 
the standards for this year were high, opportunities were created for the students to work at achieving the required 
criteria with students working extra hard to achieve a place.  This programme has been a hive of industry since its 
launch with students completing their pledges to help others or get involved with projects.  This programme has also 
linked in with the transition and support of other students from Primary School and demonstrates the high 
standards of respect and work ethic at Conyers. 

In June, 10NH girls and several staff took part in the Race for Life 
at Ormesby Hall to raise money for Macmillan Cancer.  This is a 
charity that is close to the heart of a lot of Year 10 students who 
have experienced the impact cancer can have and our thoughts 
go out to the families of those who are no longer with us.  We 
hope to give courage and support to those who are still fighting 
their battles. 

Students have also taken part in numerous Focus Days and 
Activities/Works Experience Week.  The Focus Days have covered 
topics such as Employability Skills, Careers, Study Skills, 
Enterprise, Finance, Health, Citizenship and Diversity.  Activities 
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Week was a mix of lesson based activities, support for other students and development of Leadership Skills.  All the 
students who went onto work experience placements represented themselves in a highly professional manner and 
we have had a lot of praise back from the employers, with some students gaining part time work through some of 
these companies. 

Year 10 have been exemplary whilst attending any trips or visits this year, with staff and the public commenting on 
their excellent behaviour at Middlesbrough Football Club, Geography Field Trips, Primary School Visits, Sports 
Tournaments, as well as Work Experience Placements and Alton Towers to mention but a few.  

To round off what has been the best year yet for this year group, I would like to thank all the Year 10 students and 
their families for their support in working through a very demanding year, and demonstrating what can be achieved 
together.  I look forward to working with everyone again in Year 11 and making this year even better. 

Year 11 
It only seems like five minutes have passed since I welcomed the 
Year 11s as new Year 7 students to Conyers.  This year has been a 
fabulous one for the Year 11 students, with no time to pause for 
breath.  It all started in the first week back with the launch of 
Study Club; which was brilliantly attended throughout the year.  
Next stop was a trip to Windermere in October for the Student 
Leadership Residential weekend.  As we arrived the rain did not 
last long enough to dampen spirits before the sun appeared.  The 
70 students showed great leadership qualities and a superb time 
was had by both staff and students.  As winter came, and students 
prepared for January exams, so did the snow.  We arrived at Low 
Mill for a weekend of study and catch up sessions for controlled 

assessment.  We still managed time to enjoy the snow along with 
activities such as high ropes and zip wire.  We finished our Focus 
Days with a well-earned rest from revision with a trip to the Metro 
Centre.  This gave students the chance to relax before the final 
push for exams. 

The final few weeks arrived; this meant it was time for the Leavers 
Concert which gave our fantastic musicians a chance to showcase 
their musical talents, along with students who did a brilliant job as 
technicians for the night.   

The Leavers Assembly was an opportunity to thank all tutors who 
had helped support the students over the last five years, and look 
back at some of our fondest memories.  The exam period came and 
went with the behaviour and punctuality of the students first class. 

The prom took place at Blackwell Grange Hotel.  Students looked 
stunning as they arrived on a beautiful summer’s evening.  The 
atmosphere was lovely and it was a pleasure to spend the evening 
with such fantastic people.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Year 11 for 
making the last five years such an enjoyable experience.  It has 
been a pleasure 
working with each 
and every one of you.  
Good luck in the 
future and I look 

forward to seeing you all on 22 August when we can celebrate your 
exam achievements. 

  

GCSE Results Day 

Thursday 22 August  

from 10.00 a.m. 

Big Cook 
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Sixth Form 
It’s summer [yes! It has arrived!] and that means one thing: over fifty of our Year 12 students are busy preparing 
themselves for the annual trip to Eastern Europe.  As in previous years, we will be staying in Prague, Krakow, 
Wroclaw and Berlin.  Last year’s trip [which only seems like 
yesterday] was thoroughly enjoyable – and the students 
were fantastic company and an absolute credit to the 
school.  The trip to Auschwitz concentration camp remains 
an overwhelming experience and as always, leaves a lasting 
impression on all those who participated.  It remains as a 
stark reminder of how brutal humans can be to one 
another and is now a UNESCO world heritage site.  Other 
‘highlights’ included admiring the Berlin Wall, ‘Czeching-
out’ Prague and gnome hunting in the centre of Wroclaw. 

Forty Nine of our Year 13 students deserve credit for 
successfully completing an Extended Project.  The 
presentations in October were awesome and clear 
evidence of our students’ confidence and ability as they strive towards the big wide world.  It’s unfair to single out 
particular students, but congratulations to Ben Zaranko and Alex Farrow-Hamblen and for achieving A* grades.  

A big ‘wow’ to Ben Zaranko for receiving a university offer from 
Oxford [Economics] and Ritchie Ashmead Cambridge [Law].  
Ritchie is also excited about the prospect of visiting Syd Barrett’s 
local post-office.  We wish them all the best, as we do every other 
member of the year group, and hope that the results day envelope 
opening in August is a memorable and 
pleasurable experience. 

If the Sixth Form lads were wearing shorts 
in March you would have probably raised 
an eyebrow or two and asked yourself the 
question; “have they had their legs 
waxed?”  The answer is yes!  Thanks to Mr 

Coleman for organizing the leg-waxing session in the Sixth Form area, this is set to become a 
fixed event on the calendar.  The event raised £100 for Comic Relief as well as many strained 
faces of pain and anguish!  

Focus Days were used to visit local universities [Teesside and Newcastle] and to prepare 
Year 12 students for their university applications.  In March we were visited by James 
Wharton MP for a ‘question and answer session’, which included topics such as tuition fees, housing in Yarm and the 
Eurozone crisis.  Moreover, Year 13 students organized activities in some of our local care homes and helped 
organize activities for students in the lower years here at Conyers. 

The ‘Coffee Zone’ snacks bar in the Sixth Form area continues to be a massive success, and there are plans for 
further expansion next year – with even nicer [and bigger] biscuits, ice creams and trifle.  The addition of the new 
computers and work space in the study area also proved to be a success [and enabled the students to keep up to 
date with their ‘facebook’ status].  All we need now is air-conditioning!! 

Thank you and well done to the many other students, far too numerous to mention, who have given their time and 
support to the school: by either fund raising, mentoring younger 
students [which continues to be a massive success], or by contributing 
to the many organisations and activities within the wider school 
community.  Equally a big ‘shout-out’ to those students who have 
mentored students regularly at our local primary schools: your efforts 
are greatly appreciated. 

Big congratulations too to Elinor Baird [who becomes our new Head 
Girl] and Toby Chapman [who becomes our new Head Boy].  They will 

AS & A2 Results Day 

Thursday 15 August  

from 10.00 a.m.  

Big Cook 
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be supported by Zara Retallick [Deputy Head Girl], and Jonny Breeze [Deputy Head Boy].  

Another highlight of the year was the annual Year 13 Leavers 
assembly and presentations which has now become an 
established part of the Sixth Form calendar.  The theme of 
‘retro-geek-chic-St.Trinians-naughty-school-boy’ continues to 
be a huge success, and there was hardly a dry eye in the 
house following the final farewells from the tutors and the 
Sixth Form team – and words of wisdom from the wise old 
leader, Mr Webster, who even made himself weep with his 
words of wisdom.  Make sure that you check out the Year 13 
students singing Pink Floyd’s ‘Shine On, You Crazy Diamond’ 
on YouTube: it is genuinely moving and incredibly beautiful.  
Respect to Tom Powell [vocals], Mr Clarke [guitar] and Alice 
Pugh [tuba] for arranging such a wonderful performance. 

And good luck to Tom Powell and Elliott Robinson as their 
band ‘Sus2’ embarks on the long journey for global music dominance: let’s hope they knock One Direction – or the 
next brain-dead boy band - off the top spot.  

Congratulations to all those of you who achieved an ‘award’ for your endeavours [alas, due to publishing restrictions 
and libel laws, we are unable to produce a full list of the winners here!]  But, a few special mentions: Unsung heroes 
/ heroines = Alex Farrow-Hamblen, Bethan Waller, Jess ‘The most gorgeous girl you’ll ever meet’ Wilson, Helena 
Newton, Josh Butterwick and Beth Brady.  Biggest contribution to Sixth Form = Alice Pugh, Biggest Diva = Jessie Pink, 
Academic Award = Lilli Martin, Sporting prowess = Farah Abdel-Aziz, Passion for fashion = Amelia Yendall, Loved-up 
couples = Callum and Max and Sully and Bosh, Actions Beyond the Call of Duty = Rachel Degnan, and our student of 
the year = Natasha White. 

The Summer Ball [we don’t do ‘proms’ in Sixth Form] was 
once again held near Northallerton at the gorgeous 
Solberge Hall.  This offered another opportunity to wear 

prom dresses and swanky suits – and have photographs taken in the beautiful Yorkshire countryside.  Naturally, our 
Sixth Form students had far too much style to arrive in white stretch limos and pink fire engines.  Instead, we 
absorbed the sophistication of the regal surroundings and danced the night away in style.  It was a fitting end to a 
fabulous year: we wish our Year 13 students all the very best for the future and hope they achieve the success and 
happiness they deserve. 
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English 
A busy year in English has seen students working hard 
at all levels to match our high performances over the 
last few years.  

We started the year with a hugely successful 
Readathon with students in Years 7, 8 and 9.  Our 
students raised a staggering £2304.03 for the Roald 
Dahl Foundation, which supports a variety of child-
related charities.  The school benefits from this too, as 
we are also given vouchers for books.  Thanks to Miss 
Miles for her work in organising this event again. 

New basic skills lessons in Key Stage 3 were 
introduced this year, seeing students learning to 
"Keep Calm and Love Literacy!" 

In January, Mrs Whittingham arranged a successful 
trip for our A Level Students to see Stephen Fry in 
Shakespeare's Twelfth Night.  This provided excellent 
support to our work on this text this year.  We even 
caught a glimpse of Mr Fry on his way to the theatre, 
which somehow seemed to make it all a bit more 
exciting. 

In February, we took some of our gifted students to 
an English open day at Oxford University.  It was a 
very useful event, giving us all an insight into the 
application process. 

More Able sessions, supported by the More Able 
Booklet, have been offered to Key Stage 4 students 
throughout the year.  We have also begun working 
towards entry to the new Creative Writing A Level, 
which has been a focus for our After School Writers' 
Club.  We have some talented authors in our midst! 

Year 11 saw a production of An Inspector Calls in 
school this year.  The actors then offered workshop 
sessions about the characters and themes of this set 
text. 

As ever the English team has worked closely with   
Mrs Dawson in the library and supported some of her 
fantastic events - including author visits, competitions 
and trips. 

The end of this year sees the retirement of Mr Lynch, 
who has been a stalwart of the English team for over 
twenty years.  We thank him for his many years of 
dedicated teaching and genuine care for the students 
in his charge.  We wish him a long and happy 
retirement. 

Congratulations are due to several other members of 
our team.  Mrs Barnfather has been appointed Head 
of English at another local school - a much deserved 
promotion.  Sadly, of course, this means we will be 
losing her from our team.  We wish her well in her 
new role. 

Miss Miles has secured a prestigious post in a school 
in Malaysia.  We wish her all the best for this next, 
exciting phase of her career. 

Congratulations are also due to Mrs Millington, who is 
expecting her first child in the autumn. 

As ever, it has been a busy but enjoyable year.  Our 
students have done us proud again.  Thanks to their 
efforts - and a little effort from staff too! - the English 
team continues to thrive. 

Science 
AS Psychology students enjoyed the inaugural Teesside University Psychology Conference.  They had the opportunity 
to listen to final year Psychology students and lecturers discuss their research and the implications of their work.  
The students really enjoyed it and inspired many of them to consider Psychology as a degree course. 

Biology students have enjoyed putting their fieldwork techniques into practice with two field trips.  The initial trip 
involved a visit to Seaton Carew with the Geography department to look at sand dune succession.  This required 
students to do an interrupted belt transit through the dunes to look at the changes in the types of plant species.  The 
second trip was a visit to the RSPB centre at Saltholme to look at the conservation work that is done there.  Students 
collected data from different locations to compare the impact of humans.  
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Physics students have been investigating circular motion and momentum.  They have researched techniques that 
demonstrate these phenomena and are preparing videos and presentations for the rest of the group to share.  One 

group seemed to have more problems making the jelly than understanding the Physics though! 

The next task for our Physicists is the Great Catapult Scrap Heap Challenge, where they will put their knowledge of 
projectile motion to the test. 

On Wednesday 26 June, four Year 8 pupils attended the Salters 
Chemistry Festival at Teesside University.  The festivals are one-day 
fun events held at universities throughout the UK and Ireland and 
provide the opportunity for enthusiastic students to spend a day in a 
university department and to take part in practical chemistry 
activities.  

This year our team consisted of Kyi Aye, James Pettit, Callum 
Guilfoyle and Holly Ingledew, who battled against 15 other schools 
from the Durham and Teesside areas and managed to gain second 
prize in the Salters Challenge.  

All the students who took part enjoyed the challenges during the 
day; they all worked very hard and were a credit to Conyers. 

Maths 
Mrs Stewart's Year 9 team, The Lucky Ducks (Rebecca Best, Katie Taylor, Serena Sani, Samantha Readman and 
Michael Walters) had an epic journey to Ormskirk to compete in the final of the Edgehill Mathematics Competition.  

Well done to them for getting so far and for all the effort they put in. 

Sean Jarvis and Matthew Harkin attended 'Making Maths in 
Manchester', meeting with university lecturers and students to 
sample life as an undergraduate. 

Students across all year groups have continued to participate in    
Mrs McCabe's departmental challenges.  Congratulations this half 
term go to Louis Moore and Joe Clark in Year 7, Charlotte Burgess, 
Alistair Eales, Chloe Walker and Sophie Huggins in Year 8, and Tom 
Morris in Year 9.   

Conyers was pleased 
to be asked to host a new UKMT enrichment event.  Forty highly able 
Year 10 students from schools all over the North East of England 
descended on Conyers at the end of June to attend Mrs Baker's 
'Maths Circle': two days spent being introduced to some 
mathematically demanding topics and solving maths puzzles in the 
company of our very own Sarah Zaranko and Anna Warburton.  This 
was lots of fun, thank you to all involved. 
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Congratulations to Holly Ingledew who was awarded a winners certificate in this year’s 
2013 Maths Challenge organised by Newcastle University.  The challenge involves solving 
complex problems with the focus being on the presentation of the solutions rather than 
simply the answer.  There were over 1200 entries this year, so the standard for prize 
winning entries was very high.  Holly attended a prize-giving reception in Newcastle with 
her family and with Mr Robinson and Mrs Littlefair.  Her certificate was presented by 
Professor Robin Henderson, the Head of the School of Mathematics.  After the 
presentation a senior lecturer gave a talk on the different ways to measure infinity.  Well 
done, Holly! 

Adam Dadvar has been selected by invitation to the UK Mathematics Trust Summer School 
following an excellent performance in the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge.  The 
summer school is being held at Balliol College, Oxford.  

A new group of students from Year 5 in local primary schools have started to visit Conyers 
after school on a Tuesday to practice their maths skills and to test their skills in problem 
solving. 

Business and ICT
This year we welcomed Miss Wilkinson to the team.  
We have had a very successful year particularly in our 
January A level and GCSE modules.  The number of 
students choosing Business Studies in their Year 9 
options has increased this year and next year we look 
forward to introducing a new vocational qualification 
for a selection of these students. 

Year 10 Business Studies students attended the 
inaugural ICAEW (Institute of Chartered Accountants) 
Business Competition at Stockton 6th Form College 
competing against all of the other secondary schools 
in the Stockton area.  Although they didn't win, the 
organisers commented on the students' excellent 
presentation skills, superb attitude, and how much 
they had learnt from the process.  

Students were given a business scenario and asked to 
make a whole range of decisions based on this and 
other information that was constantly being passed 
on to them throughout the day.  The idea was to try 
and create a real life business simulation.  All students 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and Conyers is 
determined to win it next year! 

It has also been a busy year for the ICT department 
with the introduction of a new vocational course for 

our current Year 10s.  We ran our regular Lego 
Competition for our feeder primary schools, with a 
new format this year, which introduced more 
challenges to the day.  Mrs Brown took a group of 
Year 9 and 10 girls to Teesside University’s Computing 
for Girls, which aims to get more girls to participate in 
computing at school and in further education.  

Our Year 8 Innovations Focus Day was a big success 
with all students using new software to look at how 
learning and technology will develop, as well as 
completing a Dragons Den style challenge. 

With new courses being introduced at Key Stage 4 
next year we look forward to an exciting year ahead.

Some of you will have received this newsletter by email, if you have not, and would like to, please send an email 
to sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 
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Team NHG Race for Life

On Friday 14 June 2013, the newly formed           
Team NHG tackled their first challenge: the           
Race for Life.  

The Race for Life is a charity 5k run which raises 
money for Cancer Research UK.  On average 890 
people are diagnosed with one of the 200 types of 
cancer every day in the UK.  Every single day, almost 
nine hundred people have to go home and explain to 
their families that they have cancer, and that they will 
have to undergo vicious treatment to help them to 
survive. 

When the girls of the Year 10 form 10NH found this 
out, and realised that over 1 in 3 people will be 
affected by cancer in their lifetime, they were 
shocked.  And to hear that this number is increasing 
rapidly shocked them more so.  They then knew that 
they had to do something about it. 

So, Team NHG was formed.  NHG stands for NH Girls, 
although the team also includes female members of 
staff.  The head force of the team, Miss Hodgson, 
10NH’s form tutor, had this to say about how she felt 
when the girls of her form were so eager to 
participate in this emotional event, 

‘I was so proud that the girls participated in this 
amazing event.  They have all shown great 
determination to raise money for such a good cause’ 

Team NHG looked amazing on race day, having made 
their own t-shirts for the event.  The t-shirts were 
designed by 10NH’s very own Jenny Dupen, and a 
small handful of students from the form helped      
Mrs Lawton to iron the designs onto the t-shirts.  

Everyone in form 10NH helped to raise money by 
going around classes of all years for donations, big or 
small, speaking to staff in a staff meeting, and asking 

any and all family members and friends to help.  In 
total, Team NHG roughly raised a literally life-changing 
£800!  All of this money will go towards helping fight 
all cancers.  

Team NHG after completing the Race for Life 

After having completed their first challenge and 
feeling greatly inspired by all of the stories they have 
heard, Team NHG plans to expand in members and 
embark on another challenge that will help change 
the lives of those in need, also including some boys 
this time around! 

Everyone in Team NHG feels for the people going 
through cancer right now, and inspired and awed by 
those helping sufferers to get better and family 
members to cope.  The entire team would like to 
thank everyone who donated money and helped get 
Team NHG across the finish line.  

To find out more about Cancer Research UK and the 
amazing work they do, visit: 

www.cancerresearchuk.org/ 

Danielle Casentieri 

 
 
 

Schoolcomms 

There may be times throughout the school year when we need to contact parents via Schoolcomms.  The 
Schoolcomms mobile telephone service only allows us to use 160 characters per message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be used.  Please could parents save the school’s Schoolcomms 
telephone number to their phones, so when future messages are received from the school they know that the 
school has sent them. 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/
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Design and Technology 

Design and Technology continues to build upon the success from previous years.  Excellent examples of work have 
been produced in all areas of Technology and I hope that you have been proud of what your son/daughter has 
brought home.  Lunch time and after school activities are very popular at Conyers and students are given the chance 

to develop their interests and skills in a relaxed atmosphere. 

The Technology exhibition of GCSE and A level work was 
exceptionally well attended.  This was our fourth year.  Examples of 
their work are on the school 
website.  A lot of work was put into 
our Technology Focus Day which 
allowed students to see and visit 
Nissan, Caterpillar, National Railway 
Museum and the National Glass 
Centre, as well as local visits to 
Cleveland College of Art. 

CAD/CAM (Computer Aided 
Design/Computer Aided Manufacture) continues to be very popular and all students 
have been given the opportunity to further develop their skills, experiencing the use 
of ‘state-of-the-art’ Laser Cutting technology which is at the forefront of technology 
in schools.  The laser cutting machine has had particular impact in upper school with 
students manufacturing outcomes at GCSE and A level. 

I feel this is also an opportunity for me to thank all parents who have supported 
Design and Technology throughout this year with their contributions – it 
does make a big difference especially with the continued high cost of 
materials.  

Visits and after school activities have thrived this year with visits to industry, 
universities and local community providers have proved to be very popular 
with students as well as having guest speakers.  This ‘vocational’ education is 
an essential process in developing students’ Design and Technology 
knowledge.  More visits are planned for the next academic year. 

 

Creative Arts 
It’s been a busy, exciting and fabulous year for Creative Arts, with 
theatre trips, gallery visits and externally provided workshops, all of 
which we hope has added an extra and interesting dimension to the 
curriculum. 

This last term has seen the GCSE and A Level exams.  All students 
worked extremely hard, with some outstanding work being produced.  
The Leavers Concert, the Art Exhibition in June and the A Level Theatre 
Studies performances were wonderful evenings attended by parents, 
students and visitors to celebrate the exceptional work and we wish 
the students the best of luck for their results.  

Jack Westerberg, A level Art student, exhibited his work at The 
Heritage Gallery in Middlesbrough. 
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The Conyers School Band, Big Band and Choir go from 
strength to strength and were invited to perform at 
Kirkfest, Kirklevington’s annual summer festival.  Elliot 
Robinson and Tom Powell, A level students, who make up 
local band SUS2 were invited to support Olly Murs at the 
Middlesbrough outdoor summer concert. 

The Year 6 Induction Day was a fun filled day where 
students were given the opportunity to take part in Art and 
Drama lessons to help them in their transition from 
primary school. 

The audition process for ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, the much 
anticipated School Production, has begun.  We are all 
excited to begin rehearsals when we get back in 
September.  The show takes place on November 20, 21 and 22 at Arc in Stockton-on-Tees; tickets are £7 and will be 
on sale from school.  A group of students helped to make props for the show during Activities Week. 

Miss Cullen has auditioned Year 8 and Year 9 students for GCSE Dance; well done to the students who were 
successful in gaining a place on the course. 

We say goodbye and best wishes to Mr Jones on his new appointment, he has done a great job in covering for Miss 
Cullen, and congratulations to Mr Dunn on the birth of his son.  We want to wish Mrs Browne a great retirement and 
thank her for her endless energy and support during her time in Food and Textiles. 

Humanities 
The Humanities team has been working harder than ever to ensure our students achieve their potential 
academically, as well as the vast array of ‘enrichment’ activities that engage students in our subject area and enjoy 
learning.  In July the team’s achievements were recognised nationally at the TES Awards when we were shortlisted 
into the top three Humanities Teams in secondary schools. 

Early in the academic year, Year 7 visited the Beamish Museum where they enjoyed practicing skills to aid learning.  
Since then they have completed several geographical fieldwork investigations within 
the school site and participated in discussions with the inspirational Gram Seed during 
R.E. lessons.  Year 7 have also undertaken some geography fieldwork in Richmond and 
then faced an ‘Apprentice’ style challenge of producing a brochure to advertise 
Richmond to tourists in two hours.  Year 8 participated enthusiastically in a Humanities 
led Focus Day based on the theme of ‘Poverty’ and we have found this year’s Year 8 to 
be a group of students that will rise 
to any challenge thrown at them, 
from ‘Elizabethan blind date’ to 
investigating the ‘threats to 
Antarctica’. 

Key Stage 4 has seen huge challenges 
in trying to run the Geography Year 10 students river fieldwork, 
where students investigate the changing features of a moorland 
stream in the North Yorkshire Moors.  Due to the weather 
conditions the river levels have been deemed unsafe and so we are 
postponing the trip until September, so keep your wellies on 
standby!  The Humanities department has worked exceptionally 
hard to ensure students achieve their potential, running a vast 
number of additional revision sessions during school holidays, at lunch times and after school.  These sessions 
certainly paid dividends for History students who re-sat exams in January and we hope this success is also reflected 
in the summer results. 

Key Stage 5 students have risen to the challenges of A-Level Humanities subjects as well as contributing to the wider 
school.  Philosophy students have assisted in debates; leading an assembly in Year 13 and have taken an active role 
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leading younger pupils during Humanities Focus Days.  Year 12 geographers have been on several fieldwork trips 
including a fluvial study in Osmotherley, an interpretation of census data focusing on implications of urban 
deprivation in parts of Middlesbrough and an investigation into psammosere succession at Seaton Carew. 

We are very fortunate to have a very stable team for next year without any personnel changes and our two NQTs 
have passed this year with flying colours.  All of the Humanities trips, Focus Days and background work are 
coordinated by our Curriculum Support Clerk, Glynis Pattison, in two half days a week!  Without her super human 
efforts we would not be able to deliver the enriched curriculum that Conyers students have enjoyed this academic 
year. 

Learning Support 
This term we have seen a selected group of Year 6 students from our partner primary schools visit the department 
for enhanced transition.  This has involved a walk around activity so that students feel comfortable within the school 
setting, a practical science lesson, which looked at acid and alkali reactions and a lovely session where they cooked 
vanilla cookies.  As a result of these visits Year 6 students have reported back to their primary schools about their 
activities with great enthusiasm and vigour. 

One of our Year 9 English as Additional Language (EAL) students has become Cleveland Shot Put champion for under 
16s.  Also, one of our other EAL students has sat a GCSE in Russian two years early. Well done to both of them. 

The Learning Support area continues to be a hub of activity at lunch and break times, with games, crafts, help with 
homework and a caring support when needed.  The team is led by myself, Claire Pack, and a committed group of 
Teaching Assistants who have a wide variety of experience and talents.  Within the department they run Homework 
Club, Sign Language Groups, mentoring of students, Handwriting Club, ASD Social Group, and Behaviour 
Improvement Sessions.  Most importantly there is a welcoming smile and a caring atmosphere which makes the 
students feel welcome at any time.  If you have any concerns in the future please contact me.  

Languages 
This year has been an action packed year in MFL, which saw students ordering food in French and German in the 
school canteen for European Day of Languages, Year 7 students enjoying ‘Vive la France’, a French theatre 
production on our first ever MFL Focus Day and three Year 8 trips heading to France.  Read below to find out more 
from the students on how they enjoyed their time abroad. 

Paris 

Paris was magnificent for all and a great opportunity to 
improve our French speaking skills.  We had a brilliant time 
visiting some well-known landmarks.  On Tuesday, we had an 
excellent day strolling the streets of Paris and later enjoyed a 
beautiful boat ride viewing the wonderful sights.  We went to a 
French restaurant with a relaxing ambiance, and afterwards we 
went to the Tour Montparnasse, formally France’s tallest 
building, which was great, and from which the views were 
magnificent.  Wednesday was a very interesting day out to the 
Palace of Versailles.  We had a tour of the Palace and found out 
some historic facts that really fascinated us.  It was truly 
fantastic!  On Thursday we had a thrilling day on an outing to 
Parc Asterix theme park.  It was so fun going round the theme 
park with our friends.  Overall, Paris was an amazing trip filled 

with new and fun things to do every day and we had lots of opportunities to put our French into practice.  We loved 
Paris!  Many thanks to Mrs Houchen, Mr Plows, Mrs Pattison and Mr Braithwaite for making the trip possible. 

Romana Asghar, Sidney Bowkett and Rhys Wardell 

The Loire valley 

The trip was amazing!  We went to the Loire Valley in France.  Even though the journey was long, it was still really 
fun because we could chat with our friends and watch movies.  When we arrived at the hotel we had a delicious 
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dinner and then relaxed in our rooms.  For the next three days, we went on trips out to a fairy tale castle, the town 
of La Rochelle and the Futuroscope theme park, which were all really good.  The hotel was lovely and we had a really 
great time with the teachers – we even got to meet our new French teacher, Madame McIntosh!  Many thanks to 
Mrs Baker, Mr Clayton and Miss McIntosh for making the trip possible. 

Safiyyah Ammash, Amy Laroche, Chloe Walker 

Strasbourg 

The bus journey to Strasbourg was a very short 16.5 hours 
because everyone talked and we had fun chatting to each other.  
Plus we got to watch lots of DVDs.  When we arrived at the 
Youth Hostel in Severne (on the outskirts of Strasbourg) we were 
all relieved.  Later that night, we were allowed to walk through 
the town of Severne, which was really nice and peaceful.  Well, 
until we arrived!  The next day we went into Strasbourg and 
were allowed to do some shopping before we went on our boat 
trip which showed us some of the main sights of the city, 
including lots of beautiful buildings and the European 
Parliament.  On Wednesday we visited a castle followed by a trip 
to the water park.  For many, the highlight of our sensational 
voyage to Strasbourg was Thursday when we went to Europa 
theme park.  It was a brilliant day and everyone had lots of fun.  

All in all, our trip was fantastic, and we would really recommend it.  Many thanks to Mr Hustwit, Miss Miles, Mr 
Gückel and Mrs Littlefair for making the trip possible. 

Lauren Perley, Elliott Smitheringale and Ben Warburton. 

Learning Resource Centre 
Andy Briggs Visits Conyers 

Author, screenwriter and producer Andy Briggs recently spent the day in Conyers talking to a wide 
range of students.  

Andy who wrote the Hero.com/Villain.net series of books has just finished rebooting Tarzan with 3 
action packed new books, bringing the character up to date with modern day matters such as 
deforestation, the illegal animal trade, hunting and extinction plus other environmental issues. 

He spent the morning in the Learning Resource 
Centre, with creative writers from Years 9 and 
10 as well as sixth formers who study Film 
Studies.  Andy talked about his career as a screenwriter and 
author, including his time in Hollywood, before getting groups to 
participate in a writing workshop. 

After a brief lunch break, student librarians flocked into the LRC to 
meet and have a chat with Andy, they also had copies of his books 
personally signed. 

The afternoon was 
then spent in the 

gym with all of Year 7 as well as Year 6 guests from Ingleby Mill, 
Yarm, Kirklevington and Levendale primary schools.  He told 
students all about his successful career writing books, comics and 
screenplays and encouraged them to use their imagination and try 
writing for themselves.  Andy spoke to the students about some of 
the interesting places he has travelled to and showed them some 
fantastic photographs and video blogs he had taken on his recent 
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trip to the Cameroon, where he visited an Ape Action Africa sanctuary, spent time with local Pygmy people and 
learned all about life in the Jungle - the home of Tarzan.  

Students then took part in a multiple choice survival quiz, viewed a trailer for the new 3D Tarzan movie due out in 
the autumn and afterwards they had the opportunity to have Andy sign any books they had purchased.  

Andy really inspired the students, and his enthusiasm for creating stories was catching.  A thoroughly enjoyable day 
was had by all. 

Bolinda Launch Event at Stockton Central Library 

A group of Year 8 students were invited to Stockton Central Library on 12 June, 
along with members from an adult reading group, to celebrate the launch of 
‘Bolinda’, which is a service that provides 
E-audio books which can be downloaded 
onto E-readers, Smart Phones, tablets or 
computers and listened to.  Special guest, 
author Elizabeth Wein, gave a talk to both 
groups, read an extract from her recently 
published book, ‘Code Name Verity’, and 
was followed by a question and answer 
session.   

A free raffle was drawn and one of our students, Sophie Thompson, was the 
lucky winner of an mp3 player.  The celebration was rounded off with cake and 
refreshments. 

 

Lipstick Library Event! 

Recently, a group of eager reading girls from school 

attended an exclusive ‘Girls Only’ event, hosted by 

Stockton Central Library. The guest speaker for the 

evening was bestselling author, Louisa Playa, who 

spoke to guests about her recently published book 

“Diary of a Mall Girl”, as well as her life and career 

as a writer.  Other activities included jewellery 

making, nail painting, temporary and henna 

tattooing as well as hand massage and eye make 

overs from The Body Shop.  

What a way to spend a Wednesday evening, 

combining our favourite pastimes… 

“ pampering, relaxing  and 

reading.”  
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Stockton Junior Story Tellers 

Congratulations to our first five students who have completed their 

training to be library approved storytellers at Conyers School.  

The workshop ran by Ivan Limon, Branch Librarian from Roseberry 

Library in Billingham, taught 

students the skills of 

storytelling before putting 

into practice what they had 

learnt with a fun filled story-

time session with nursery 

children at Layfield Primary 

School.  

The students who are all 

members of our Year 7 Book Club will now cascade the training to the 

other members of the group. 

Storytellers: Abbas Wajid, Renee Kauts, Isobelle Allen-Scarth,     

Annabelle Kennaugh, Yekta Heidari 

 

Student Librarian Training Scheme 14th Annual Awards Ceremony 

This year’s Award Ceremony was held at Yarm School on Wednesday 24 April. The guest speaker was author, 

screenwriter and director Andy Briggs. Students, parents, and staff, from 17 schools across the Teesside area 

enjoyed a talk by Andy about his books, his career as a writer and his recent trip to the Cameroon, followed by 

students being presented with their certificates to celebrate their completion of the Student Librarian Training 

Scheme. 

The scheme requires students to volunteer to work in the Learning Resource Centre in their spare time. They are 

trained in a wide variety of library skills and are also required to complete a set of worksheets and produce various 

guides as evidence of the knowledge they have gained. 

 

Congratulations to the following students from Conyers School who successfully completed the course: 

Trainee Level Award:  Romana Asghar, Kyi Aye, Leah Baker, Thea Emmerson, Emily Hamill, Annabelle Kennaugh, 

Lauren Micklewright, Sree Shankarganesh, Georgia Smith, Carly Taylor, Grace Wood. 

Advanced Level Award:  Amal Al-Afifi, Ikrah Ali, Emma Carveth-Marshall, Sophie Huggins, Hannah Spooner,      

Sophie Thompson.  

Special Recognition Award: Philip Brooks  
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Student Librarians Get Creative 

As part of a creative project a group of student librarians and 
reading group members are working with the textiles 
department to design and create a storytellers cloak for the 
LRC.  The cloak itself, which is will be reversible, was 
manufactured by Mrs Browne, and students then designed 
and are currently putting together the reverse side to result in 
a cloak fit for a king. 

 

“Booked Up and Ready” Book Club 

Students participating in our Year 7 reading group were rewarded this 

month with a fun filled visit to Seven Stories in Newcastle.  Staff from 

Stockton libraries and other participating schools from the borough 

also took part in the visit.  

Students from each school 

were given time to mingle 

together and participate 

in various reading based 

activities, based in the 

attic space, followed by a 

look around the current 

exhibitions on view as well as a visit to their fabulous book shop. 

Character in a Can Competition 

Students from 7GS and 7MS took part in a 
competition to design a ‘Character in a Can’.  The 
aim was to write a book report of a book they have 
read, pop it into an empty Pringles canister along 
with a clue to the story or main character.  The 
Pringles tube was then decorated into the main 
character.  During a reading lesson they presented 
their character and book report to the class.  The 
quality of entries was amazing and made it a hard 
task to choose a winner. 

 

 

 

 Lost Property 

The school’s lost property box is overflowing.  If your child has lost any item of uniform please ask them to check 
the lost property box located in the student support base.  We will be donating any unclaimed items to a good 
cause at the end of September.  All items that are clearly labelled with a student name are returned to the 
rightful owner. 



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Diversity @ Go Sport Conyers 
 

On Sunday 23 June Conyers School was delighted to host an 
episode of “The Town That Danced Again”, filmed by Shine TV in 
the Sports Hall in front of an audience of approximately 300 
people.  Ashley Banjo and Diversity performed a routine with a 
group of Stockton Borough Council Public Sector workers, which 
will be shown on Sky 1 later this year. 

Work started on Friday 21 June when school closed to transform 
the Sports Hall into a wonderful arena for this event.  Many 
thanks to staff from both Conyers School and Go Sport for all 
their hard work.  

 

Friends of Conyers 
Friends of Conyers would like to thank everyone who came to the fete and supported the non-uniform day in April. 
All the money that was raised over the two days has gone towards buying outside table tennis tables for the whole 
school.  We would also like to thank all the parents who have donated to us on ParentPay, it is much appreciated. 

100 Club Winners 

June’s 100 Club winners were No. 21 (Jackie Belton) and No. 23 (Andy Robinson).  Well done to the winners, who 
won £50 each!  If you wish to join please email us at friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk. 

AGM 

We will be holding our AGM on 12 September 2013, when we will be electing a new team.  All are welcome to 
attend. 

If anyone has any questions please contact friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk or telephone the school office on 
01642 783253 who will put you in touch with the right person. 

First Aid 

If your child sustains an injury out of school hours, please could you seek medical attention from your own 
doctor’s surgery or local hospital and not send your child to school.  The first aiders employed by the school are 
only allowed to deal with injuries sustained in school. 

mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
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PE Department 
Athletics 

Stockton School Athletics Championships took place in May at Gateshead Stadium.  Students had some great 
successes and a great day at the stadium. 

Intermediate Boys: Matthew Bailey  1500m and 400m Hemin Mohammedi  Shot 
Junior Boys: Kieron Durham  200m Gavin Atmarow  300m 
Preliminary Boys: Oliver Williams  High Jump   
   
Intermediate Girls: Gemma Clarke  1500m  
Junior Girls: Relay Champions  4x100m  
Preliminary Girls: Emily McGee  70m Hurdles Jasmine Clark  Long Jump 
 

Cricket 

The Under 13 team has had a great start to the 2013 season with a splendid win against Teesside High. 

Year 8 girls took part in the Stockton Cricket festival held at Billingham Cricket Club in June, playing in 5 matches and 
gaining a place in the final.  They had a close game against Northfield but lost out by 4 runs.  A great day out.  Year 8 
and 9 have played against our local rivals Egglescliffe and have had very close games with honours, even.  It’s good 
to see so many girls enjoying the sport. 

The Under 15 cricket team has progressed to the semi-final of the Michael Covell Memorial Trophy, after a great 8 
wicket win against Nunthorpe.  They were then beaten in the semi-final by Laurence Jackson School on the 
penultimate ball. 

Golf 

Stockton School Games gave students the opportunity to participate in golf competitions at Hunley Golf Course, 
Saltburn.  Girls won gold in the Super Sixes, with the boys winning silver in their team event.  Will Drummond won 
silver in the individual event.  Well done to all the participants. 

Tennis 

Boys’ tennis teams have trained hard all year and it has been good to see a large number of Year 7 students 
attending matches.  Results have been mixed, but the Under 15 team recorded an impressive victory over Yarm 
School, but then lost out in a close match against Egglescliffe School. 

The Under 13s have competed well all year with the B team gaining vital match experience.  The A team played well 
all season with a strong internal contest for the top seed position.  We are waiting for other results to see the final 
league position and are hoping for a top 2 finish!  Great effort and commitment from the boys this season and we 
have had some good tennis weather for a change.   

Student Leaders – Sport 

Student Leaders who opt for the sport category have opportunities to take 
part in many activities.  They take an active part in the running of sports days 
and other sporting activities for the cluster primary schools.  Leaders can, on 
their own initiative, set up activities for the primary schools.  One such 
example was an Easter Egg Challenge which involved small group activities 
aimed at winning points to gain eggs.  Leaders assist in the running of cluster 
festivals where they take a lead in helping to set up equipment, scoring, 
umpiring and leading a tournament.  Students undergo a lot of training prior to 
competitions which takes place in their own time.  Leaders gain a lot of skills; 
organisation, social, presentation, planning, improves confidence, time 
keeping, using their initiative and building on their ideas. 

 
 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results, especially 

during the adverse weather 

 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 

Summer Sports Days 
With Joanne Swash and Lisa Bosomworth 
Gymnastics / Trampoline / Street Dance 

 

Thursday 8 & Friday 9 August 
Thursday 29 &Friday 30 August 

 

9am – 3pm 
 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 
 

Age 6 – 11 years 
 

Full Day - £20 per day (packed lunch required) 

Half Day - £10 per day 
 

Booking essential  
To book a place please contact 

Jo Swash – 07507861905/g.swash@sky.com 
 
 

 

Gymnastic Coaching 
With Glenn Smith 

A fun day of gymnastics for all abilities 
 

Friday 16 August 
 

10am – 3pm 
 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 
 

Age 5 – 12 years 
 

£15  
 

Booking essential 
To book a place please contact 

Glenn Smith - 07988895618 

Football Academy 
Monday 12 – Thursday 15 August 

10am – 3pm 
Age 5 – 13 years 

 

Training/Match play/ Quizzes/ Champions 
League/Tournaments 

Prizes to be won 
 

To book a place contact 
Dan Fowler - 07947740136 

SUMMER HOLIDAY FUN AT  
GO SPORT CONYERS 

 

“Get Up and Go” Playscheme 2013 
Multi-Sports, Age 8-11 years - 10am-3pm   
Various dates throughout July and August  

Football with Leven FC coaches 
Age 7-11 years, 4pm – 7.30pm, 1 August and 28 August 
All sessions - £6 per day booked in advance, £8 pay on the day 

 

Further information including booking form available on our website 
 



 

 

 

 
Course 

Day & Time Age Location Weekly cost Coach / Contact 

Badminton Coaching 
Tuesday 17/9/13 

7-8pm 
Y5-Y9 Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

Badminton Coaching 
Tuesday 17/9/13 

8-9pm 
14 years - Adult Gym £3 Sheila Boyes 

 
*Beginners 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday 6/9/13 
6.45–7.45pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Steve Walker at Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
*Ballroom Blitz Fit 

 

Friday 6/9/13 
5.45 – 6.30pm 

Adult Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Steve Walker at Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday 11/9/13 
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday 9/9/13 
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday 9/9/13 
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

Thursday 12/9/13 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 12/9/13 
5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 Joanne Swash/Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 12/9/13 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Glenn Smith/Joanne Swash 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Tuesday 3/9/13 
4.15-5pm 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday 
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday 
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 
07551715815 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 10/9/13 
5.30–6.15pm 

Beginners 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 10/9/13 
6.15–7pm 

Intermediates 
Y4–Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years – Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 
07879627217 

 
Dance fitness 

 

Monday 9/9/13 
6.50–7.35pm 

16+ Gym £3.50 Sue Wilkinson 
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Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at Green 
Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

 

Baby and Toddler Fayre 
Sunday 21 July 

11am-3pm             Free admission     
Conyers School Sports Hall and Gym 

 

 

Stage Coach Performance – 12pm 
 

Anne Stephenson (Children’s Author) – Book reading and Signing – 1pm 
 

Halfords Car Seat Safety Checks throughout the day 
 

A variety of stalls and much, much more 
 

www.secreteventdesign.co.uk 

 


