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J u l y  2 0 1 4  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

As the school year draws to a close it is an opportunity to thank every one of you for providing the support necessary 
to ensure that our young people thrive.  Particular thanks are extended to those teachers and members of the 
support staff who are moving to pastures new.  Their contributions are formally recognised in this newsletter and I 
am sure that you will all join me in wishing them well.  As we move forward into next year I am pleased to be able to 
tell you we have a full staff team for September and know you will join me in welcoming new staff into the Conyers 
community. 

This has been a most successful term.  Examinations passed without a hitch and our team of invigilators were most 
impressed by the exemplary conduct of all the students.  To ensure that Year 10 are ready for their final exams next 
year internal end of year exams were conducted to ensure students understand the demands of preparing for 
multiple papers in a short time frame.  Initial results were promising but much needs to be done to ensure a 
sparkling performance next summer. 

Activities Week proved to be a thought provoking, solemn occasion 
with students immersed in a commemoration of the Great War 
designed to increase their understanding of the historical 
importance and local impact of the events which took place 
between 1914 and 1918.  Students were divided into battalions each 
named after an individual on the Conyers War Memorial and 
researched the stories of former students who gave their lives for 
their country.  The week culminated with a moving performance 
combining the orchestra, choir and drama students.  The drama had 
been written and prepared during the week and was skilfully woven 

around songs 
and hymns of 
the time.  The performance showcased both the pity of war and 
the talent and sensitivity of our students. 

Over the past few months the business and site teams have been 
successful in securing funding to improve the quality of provision 
at Conyers.  Over the Easter break the fire protection system was 
replaced as we had secured £322,000 from the Academies 
Capital Maintenance Fund.  The new doors which are part of this 
system have brightened the building considerably.  Our second 
successful bid to the Academies Capital Maintenance Fund is for 
£366,544 to refurbish our older science laboratories and the 
work will be completed over the holidays.  We have also 
benefitted from £58,051 with contributions of £37,927 from 

Sport England and £20,124 from the Local Authority to regenerate our grass pitches, and £1,000 from EMI for new 
music equipment.  Such bids take skill and dedication to prepare and we are very grateful to the staff involved for 
their efforts. 

I wish you all a warm and happy summer break and look forward to welcoming students back to school on Tuesday  
2 September 2014. 

  

Name: 
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Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher’s Commendations 

Were awarded to: 

Ben Warburton 9SC for a wonderful Geography assignment focusing on tourism in Menorca.  Your homework piece 
is beautifully written and presented and your controlled class piece thoughtful and detailed. 

Zahra Tasneem 7HM for producing classwork and homework of an exceptional standard.  Your teachers are most 
impressed by the quality of your work and your wonderful attitude to school.  Well done. 

Scarlet Fox 7MB for excellent work in Maths producing a fantastic ‘shark’ as part of the topic ‘Nets of 3D Shapes’.  
You have worked hard on this project and we are proud of your hard work. 

Harvey Dennis 7AG for excellent work in Maths producing a fantastic ‘pig’ as part of the topic ‘Nets of 3D Shapes’.  
You have worked hard on this project and we are proud of your hard work.  

Harry Harland 7AG for an excellent speech on the topic of rights for disabled people.  Your focus on the World Cup 
and the lack of facilities was relevant and thought provoking.  You delivered the speech with emotion and 
enthusiasm.  Well done Harry!  

Ben Boyd 7CG for excellent work in Maths producing a fantastic ‘giraffe’ as part of the topic ‘Nets of 3D Shapes’.  You 
have worked hard on this project and we are proud of your efforts. 

Lexi Turner 7JB for excellent work in Maths producing a fantastic ‘night scene’ as part of the topic ‘Nets of 3D 
Shapes’.  You have worked hard on this project and we are proud of your efforts. 

Owen Hutchinson 7AG for an excellent speech on the topic of amputees returning from war zones.  You had the 
courage to deliver to your class and did so beautifully with real passion.  Well done. 

Olivia Jackson 10JW for outstanding Student Leadership.  Your delivery of the coding session during Activities Week 
to students was simply brilliant.  You are a teacher in the making.  Many thanks. 

Alwyn Owen 12JT and Luke Bedford 12GS for recording and producing a wonderful CD for Appleton Wiske Primary 
School.  You were excellent ambassadors for the school and your efforts were greatly appreciated. 

 

Farewells 
We also must say goodbye to several members of staff this summer and thank them for the hard work and 
commitment they have shown to our students and our school. 

This year we say farewell and thank you to Lauren Whitelock, Helena Walker and Lisa Bentham whose contracts 
have come to an end and who have all provided subject specific expertise and great enthusiasm as they have 
covered for absent colleagues.   

Becky McCartney came to Conyers on a temporary contract in early 2013.  She quickly became indispensable and 
was appointed to a permanent role in the Curriculum Admin Team in June 2013.  She leaves us as she is starting a 
PGCE in Design and Technology at Sunderland University in September.  She will be missed by the BITE, English, 
Maths, MFL and Primary Liaison teams. 

Helen McIntosh is also leaving us after successfully completing her NQT year.  She is relocating to the North West 
where she completed her training and will be missed for her engaging and dynamic approach.  Having spent two 
years in the Geography department Max Samson is returning to academic life and will begin his PhD in the next 
academic year. 

We lose two colleagues from the Maths department, both of whom are moving into sixth form teaching.  Jan 
McCabe is joining the team at Middlesbrough College where she will teach A level Maths.  She will be missed for her 
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knowledge, experience and ‘have a go’ approach.  Jan will be particularly missed by the student leadership team as 
she was a regular on the autumn residential in her fabulous fleece and beanie hat and her ability to motivate her 
groups to win the challenge every year. 

Head of Maths, Mark Webber is moving nearer to home pastures having accepted the post of Head of Maths at 
Huddersfield Sixth Form College.  Mark has transformed both the teaching of Maths and our perceptions of Maths 
teaching during his time at Conyers.  He has been a wonderful role model, teaching in our Training Room and 
allowing his lessons to be captured on video in order for exemplary practice to be shared. 

Pat Quinn has worked at Conyers since 2000 as a member of our cleaning team.  Pat has been a dedicated member 
of the team and will be missed by the whole of Conyers.  We wish Pat well in her well earned retirement. 

Finally we say goodbye to our other two retirees this year, both of whom are from the Science Department, Janet 
Thompson and Sue Braney.  Janet has been a lab technician at Conyers since 2005 and has worked tirelessly in 
support of the science team.  Her quiet and efficient manner has ensured that teachers have been able to deliver the 
exciting science lessons which are such a feature of life at Conyers. 

Sue Braney started teaching at Conyers in 1985 and has been a science department stalwart ever since.  Mrs Braney, 
the Mum of the science team, with legendary organizational skills and a love of post-its and highlighters has 
provided excellent teaching and great subject knowledge.  She has also been an excellent form tutor and is much 
loved by students and staff alike.  We hope both of our retirees have a long and happy retirement. 

Year 7 at the BBC 
Over 50 students marked the end of their first year at Conyers as 

they had begun it, under the spotlight of the BBC cameras.  As a 

conclusion to the filming and production of the Our School 

documentary series, students had the opportunity to visit Media 

City in Salford, Manchester to get a close up, hands on 

experience of working at the BBC.  Groups of students toured the 

studios, including a chance to read the news and present the 

weather, from the Breakfast sofa, and introduce the line-up of 

shows from the 

CBBC Office.  

Others met the 

Newsround team and completed a series of activities to learn about 

putting together a news bulletin.  They also spent time meeting CBBC 

presenters and actors from The Dumping Ground to learn about what it 

feels like to see yourself on the TV screen for the first time.  Good 

preparation for the screening of two episodes of the finalised Our 

School series, where students, for the first time, saw the completed 

version of their early days at Conyers, as it will appear on the CBBC 

channel in a few months. 

Staying Safe in Conyers. 
Bullying is always a topic that evokes strong emotions and not normally a topic for a Newsletter.  Unfortunately 

bullying in all its ugly forms happens, and as parents you need to know how you can support your child if they are a 

victim.  We deal with and support both the student being bullied and the student who is the offender.  The myth 

that “it” will get worse if I report “it” gives the bully their best weapon – secrecy, it is therefore important to 

encourage your child to speak up if they are being bullied.  As a school we work hard to educate and encourage our 

students to have a strong culture of RESPECT, respect for each other and respect for the community and we are 

proud to say this usually is the case.  If your child reports that they are being bullied please let us know.  We have 
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good reporting systems and your child can report bullying online by clicking on the Report Bullying icon found on 

Conyersnet home page.  Students can also speak to their form tutors, year managers or any other member of staff 

they feel comfortable talking to. 

We have just held our first meeting of an Anti-Bullying Steering Group which has been formed to ensure that the 

school is as effective as possible in preventing acts of bullying.  If you, as a parent, are interested in joining this 

steering group please contact your child’s Year Manager. 

Activities Week 
From 30 June - 4 July the students at Conyers School hosted a week long 

commemoration event to mark the centenary of World War One.  During the week all 

the students were grouped together in Pal’s battalions and named after either a soldier 

from Conyers very own war memorial plaque or after a relative of a student at Conyers 

that was connected to the war.  The students were involved in various activities 

including building a trench that features war poems, a mock-up of a soldier in uniform 

and a door display covered with poppies.  Students were also involved in making 

‘rationed’ food, creating glass poppies and 

decorating Tomee hats.  Nathan Evans, a Year 

9 student, said ‘I really enjoyed the week as it 

allowed me to appreciate some of the terrible 

conditions that the soldiers had to face during 

their time in the trenches.’ 

Other activities included re-enacting scenes 

from War Horse in order to understand the 

role of animals during the war, a code 

breaking activity and re-enacting the 1914 Christmas Truce as well as the 1916 

Olympics (that never occurred due to the war).  Poppy Barrow, a Year 7 student, 

commented: ‘I enjoyed Activities Week because it allowed me to spend a lot of time 

on a topic that I didn’t learn much about at primary school.’  In addition to this, the 

students contributed to the Conyers Commemoration E-book which features 

information about the soldiers on the Conyers War Memorial Plaque and the families 

of current Conyers students and staff.  Year 8 student Lauren Spence wrote about her 

granddad, Dawson Spence, who grew up in Thornaby and had participated in the      

D-Day landings.  ‘I’m glad I had this opportunity to honour his memory’, said Lauren, ‘It’s an experience I‘ll 

remember for a long time.  My family really appreciate what I did and are proud.’ 

On the Thursday all students went on a visit.  Some went to RAF 

Leeming to learn about aircrafts, others went to the Hartlepool 

Heugh Museum to look at World War One era artillery and others 

went to Preston Park to attend poetry and cookery workshops.  ‘I 

loved going on the trips.  I learnt so much about the war and how 

the people fought.  It was fantastic’, said Charles Taylor, a Year 10 

student.  The week ended with an amazing drama and musical 

production that traced the rise and fall of young soldiers going to 

fight in the war.  The outstanding acting of the students 

complimented by the harmony of the choir brought home the 
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tragic consequences of war. 

The legacy of World War One has not been forgotten by Conyers School and the students demonstrated this as they 

laid down wreaths and listened to the Last Post at the final commemoration event on Friday.  To this day, a sign 

made up out of hand prints created by the students in the shape of ‘Lest we forget’ still hangs on the front gate.  The 

passion, creativity and hard work of the students has not gone unnoticed as a local passer by phoned especially to 

congratulate the school and the students on their hard work.  This is the legacy of the students at Conyers School.  

Well done.  

 

iPads for Learning  
 

 

It has been an amazing two months of iPad exploration at Conyers, as the 
iPads for Learning Programme begins.  Students are now using iPads right 
across the curriculum in a vast variety of ways to strengthen and support 
learning.  This has proven to be an extremely exciting time, engaging students 
to be creative and independent learners.  iPads are beginning to enrich the 
curriculum; enhancing learning and encouraging exploration and 
collaboration.  Below we have outlined a few small examples of how iPads 
have been used to date.  This is the beginning of what promises to be an 
incredible adventure. 

See our website for an information video that shows how iPads have been used to date at school. 

Maths has been using electronic flash cards which have been used to engage students in equations and ordering.  
They have begun sharing resources electronically with students for instant access.  The team has also been using 

interactive quizzes to assess student learning and recording topics on digital 
whiteboard apps to film key skills to send to absent students, or students who 
needed more support. 

English has been working on a video creation, producing reviews of books.  
Students filmed themselves discussing the book and then mashed it up in iMovie. 
Students have also been exploring Padlets and the collaborative ‘BaiBoard’ to 
engage students in group discussion and debate. 

Science has been making and filming volcanoes in science, and comparing them 
with real life ones.  The team has also been 
exploring interactive quizzes and sharing 

resources.  Students have been using iPads to video science experiments.  
Students were then able to play back to review and make notes and analyse 
the experiments. 

Computing  students have been using their iPads to storyboard their 
assessments and pitch ideas for their coursework.  Students have recorded 

and edited videos directly on their 
iPad.  Students in Year 7-9 have 
been exploring computer 
programming concepts using interactive sequencing Apps: CargoBot and 
LightBot. 

Languages are using voice recording tools to record speaking work and 
animation apps to create short role plays.  Annotation and presentation 
tools have been used to allow students to take notes and present their 
work to the class.  Flashcards have been used to rehearse vocabulary and 
explore memory techniques. 
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PE has been using Übersense to record sports.  Students have then played them back and reviewed performances to 
evaluate.  They have then been able to pause, slow down or speed up movement and add annotation over videos for 
feedback. 

Wish to join the programme? 
If you wish to join the iPads for learning programme, please contact the school directly, where arrangements can still 
be made.   Full details of the programme can be found on our website. 

Insurance Claims during the holiday 
There will be a number of drop off days available over the summer break, should you need to make an insurance 
claim to have your iPad repaired.  To make a claim: 

1) Submit a claim by selecting “Make a claim” on the school website. 

2) Email scotts@conyers.org.uk to confirm you have made a claim. 

3) Take the iPad to school on one of the designated dates. 

Your iPad will be sent for repair and we will confirm when it is returned (normally 3-5 days of receipt).  

Dates:  

21st – 31st July 2014 

14th August 2014 

21st August 2014 

28th August 2014 

Year 7 
It only seems 5 minutes since Year 7 started on their first day.  It has been 
an exciting time for the year group, with the cameras from CBBC filming 
their transition from primary to secondary school.  The year has flown by 
with the positives always outweighing the negatives.  We have seen some 
great sporting achievements over the year.  The boy's football team played 
outstandingly, reaching the last 16 of the National Cup.  Brandon Morrison 
has trained with Sunderland Football Club all year and Ben Cummins has 
just been selected to train with Middlesbrough Football Club.  Not to be 
outdone, the girl’s table tennis team competed in the National Finals in 
Hinckley.  Lily Williams, Kelsey Bradley and Madelaine Dunn all performed 
brilliantly, helping the team become National Champions.  Nathan Wood 
Gordon has also shown his outstanding ability in the high jump clearing a height of 1.53m. 

Christmas came with students enjoying the Christmas dinner followed by the Year 7 Talent Show.  Many students 
took part in the show, all showing hidden talents.  A special mention must go to Delight Mushore on winning the 
show.  The school gym was then transformed into a disco with all students enjoying the evening with Mr Glendening 
taking the spotlight with his wonderfully lit Christmas jumper. 

Mrs Dawson has worked with a number of students on improving reading 
and literacy within the year group.  The students were visited by author 
Peter J Murray, and the majority of the year invested in buying his books 
to read.  We also have a superb group of school librarians.   

The year group has participated and enjoyed taking part in Focus Days 
throughout the year.  This started with an enjoyable trip to Beamish and 
finished with another successful day out with the annual trip to 
Richmond. 
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A big thank you to all the students that have helped with the transition of the Year 6 students, who will be joining us 
in September, by  visiting local primary schools, and helping out on Induction Evening and Induction Day. 

As you will be aware we are losing one of our Year 7 tutors, Mrs McIntosh, who is moving on.  She has helped her 
tutor group make an excellent start to their time at Conyers and we wish her all the best for the future. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the summer; hopefully it is a sunny and safe one for 
you all.  I look forward to seeing you all in September as we enter exciting times in Year 8. 

Year 8 
It's unbelievable to think that another school year has passed by so quickly!  So much has happened since 
September,it has been an incredible, exciting and action packed year. 

We have welcomed new students into our year group, from all over the country and we have said goodbye to some 
familiar faces.  Everyone who has parted company with the Conyers class of 2012 will, I am sure, remember their 
time here, and their friendships, with fondness.  For those who have joined us,I 
would like to think that the best 4 years of your lives have just begun! 

There have been some outstanding sporting achievements this year.  Amongst 
our year group we have the female National Table Tennis Champions, the District 
Athletics Team Champions, tennis, football, rugby and netball stars, as well as 
individual success stories in swimming and athletics. 

In December a number of Year 8 students took part in the school production of 
'Little Shop of Horrors'.  It was an inspirational performance by everyone who 
was involved.  The musicians, choir and cast were truly amazing and shone as 
great examples of what can be achieved with hard work, talent and dedication. 

Parents’ evening, in June, was another successful and enjoyable evening, 
allowing staff to share their positive experiences with parents.  It was a real pleasure to be part of it and to meet 
with so many families.  The evening was exactly what it should have been, a celebration of success and an 

opportunity to share thoughts. 

More recently still, we have enjoyed Activities Week and visits to 
France.  Behaviour throughout both endeavours, was reported as 
'excellent'.  To quote Mrs. Houchen, who was the co-ordinator of 
the French trips: 

'This has been the best trip we have run so far and the best 
behaved kids I've ever taken.  An absolute pleasure.' 

I feel that sums up our 2013/14 year perfectly.  Year 8's are an 
absolute delight to spend time with.  As a team (which I class 
myself as being part of), we are eclectic, different and not always 
perfect.  However, our humour, kindness, amazing work ethic 
and great friendships have been reflected by a brilliant year full 

of academic and personal achievements.  As Year Manager, the thing I am most proud of is the mutual respect I see 
between staff and students.  I never walk down a corridor, across the quad or down Yarm High Street, without 
someone saying, 'Morning Miss', holding a door open for me or flashing me a smile.  I feel very privileged to be 
continuing our journey together into Year 9.  I wish the whole year group and their families the happiest of summer 
breaks. 

Year 9 
What a fantastic year group the girls and guys are turning out to be, most, if not all of you are now taller than me, 
some of you look as if you have reached 6’ tall already, and growing up into mature young adults.  The talent in the 
year is amazing with superb singers, musicians, artists and sporting stars too all representing the school at various 
events.   I have thoroughly enjoyed watching students enjoying and achieving at football matches, the fantastic 
production of Little Shop of Horrors, the Christmas Carol Service and the recent Leavers Concert in Stockton.  Each 
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event makes me feel proud to be associated with such dedicated and talented young people.  Do not get me wrong 
it is not sunshine and roses every day and things do not always go to plan, but with a group of 200 teenagers there is 
bound to be the occasional hiccup.  It is seeing the willingness to learn from mistakes and work hard to put things 
right that makes me equally proud. 

This year has largely revolved around option choices, looking 
to the future as to what opportunities lay ahead and deciding 
on the right academic pathway to achieve those goals.  It will 
not seem like five minutes ago, to your parents, since they 
were teaching you to read books such as Biff, Chip, Kipper 
Floppy the dog and the Magic Key stories.  You are now 
starting on the important GCSE years to achieve those 
important qualifications, the culmination of 11 years 
studying.  So let’s start Year 10 with a real positive attitude, 
the next two years in secondary school will pass in the blink 
of an eye so make the most of them. 

Have a superb summer break and see you all in September. 

Year 10 
The students in Year 10 have experienced a really busy year full of opportunity and have coped with demands on 
their time from all angles.  Around 60 students are completing their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award which has 
seen them taking part in demanding expeditions, giving time to the community in volunteering and developing a 
skill.  

In the run up to Christmas the Year Group was given a challenge to raise money for their chosen charities, this gave 
them the task of working together, organising events that didn’t conflict with any of their lessons.  They rose to the 
challenge beautifully and came up with some great fundraising opportunities, organising raffles, soak a teacher, 
sweet jars, pick ‘n’ mix, hot chocolate sales amongst more.  Together the year group raised more than £2,500 in a 
week of events that benefitted charities of their choice including Macmillan Cancer Care, Teenage Cancer Trust, 
Motor Neurone Disease Association, the Butterwick Hospice and Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. 

As the year group are now half way through completion of their GCSE’s, planning for next steps are taking place.  
Students have visited Teesside University and Stockton Riverside College to get a taste of learning beyond school.  
Focus Days have included study skills, health and financial capability, preparation for work, citizenship and in this 
final week of school the year group visited the Tees Barrage for Team Building through Outdoor Activities.  We spent 
the day on the River Tees, raft building and taking part in team bell boat races, it was a fabulous day, we were lucky 
to have a lovely sunny morning and it was great to see the whole group with big grins on their faces, even the more 
nervous amongst the group got involved, infected with the spirit of the day and the support and encouragement 
they got from their team members is exactly what makes days such as these so worthwhile.  

It can’t go without mention the fantastic contribution the Year 10’s made during our recent Activities Week.  The 
drama/choir/orchestral production was outstanding and something they should all be very proud of- the production 
was so moving and empathetic to the mood of World War One.  A Special 
Mention to Allana Gray, Natalie Smith and Saeeun Kim who worked 
throughout the week producing scrapbooks and diaries of lives of families 
through wartime.  Another team of Year 10’s assisted with the 
production of the Conyers eBook, an account of experiences from 
families of Conyers students and staff’s grandparents and great 
grandparents during the war. 

As we end year 10 it is a proud moment to see so many students have 
earned the prestige of becoming a Student Leader, a role they will 
undertake in year 11 alongside their academic responsibilities.  If their 
hard work, great attitude and cheeriness is anything to go by they will 
become super role models for our younger students. 
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Year 11 
Year 11 students have been amazing.  The main focus of this year has 
been on preparing for exams and completion of any assessments.  
Year 11 rose to the challenge, with very little fuss and lots of sheer 
determination, with students attending any extra sessions that staff 
could squeeze in and Study Club having constant high attendance 
throughout the whole of year 11.  

Student Leaders continued to shine and a lot of volunteer time was 
given to help out at events and support other students.  Throughout 
Year 11 the students have represented themselves in such a mature 
and pleasant way.  They have been outstanding representatives of 
themselves and Conyers. 

I would like to give my thanks, not only to the efforts of the students 
but also to the staff who have gone above and beyond in support of 
the Year 11 students.  I cannot thank you enough and I am sure the 
students feel the same way. 

The final highlight for the year was the Prom at Blackwell Grange in 
Darlington.  Students certainly put on a very classy show and the 
evening was very enjoyable with some live music and lots of dancing.  

I can hand on heart say that this year group has been the best ever 
and it has been my pleasure to work with such an amazing group of 
people.  I wish all the Year 11 students every success in the future. 

 

Sixth Form 
It’s mid-July, the Summer holidays are just around the corner and that means one thing; over fifty of our Year Twelve 

students are currently enjoying themselves on the 
annual trip to Eastern Europe.  As in previous years, 
we are visiting Prague, Krakow, Wroclaw and Berlin.  
Last year’s trip was thoroughly enjoyable – and the 
students (as always) were fantastic company and an 
absolute credit to the school. 

The trip to Auschwitz concentration camp remains an 
overwhelming experience and as always, leaves a 
lasting impression on all.  It remains as a stark 
reminder of how brutal humans can be to one 
another.  Other ‘highlights’ included admiring the 
Berlin Wall, ‘Czeching-out’ Prague (and buying the 
obligatory ‘Czech-Me-Out’ T-shirts) and gnome 
hunting in the centre of Wroclaw (not to mention 

Summer Ball, Gisborough Hall 
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using the pizza vending machine in our Berlin hotel).  Of course, we’ll be wearing our England football shirts in Berlin, 
which these days, is even better than wearing a Brazil shirt! 

A big ‘wow’ to Toby Chapman [History] and Matthew Hill [Physics] for 
receiving university offers from Oxford.  We wish them all the best, as 
we do every other member of the year group, and hope that the results 
day envelope opening in August is a memorable and pleasurable 
experience.  The leavers’ day in May was a ‘happy-sad’ occasion; ‘happy’ 
because our wonderful students are free to fly the nest and experience 
pastures new; ‘sad’ because it was the end of thirteen years in schools.  
However, the annual tradition of the St. Trinian’s dress code gave us a 
last chance to enjoy the 
benefits of wearing 
school uniform! 

The Summer Ball [we don’t do ‘proms’ in Sixth Form] was held at 
beautiful Gisborough Hall.  This offered another opportunity to wear 
prom / cocktail dresses and swinky / swanky suits – Naturally, our 
Sixth Form students had far too much style to arrive in white stretch 
limos or pink fire engines.  Instead, we absorbed the sophistication 
of the regal surroundings and danced the night away in style.  It was 
a fitting end to a fabulous year: we wish our Year 13 students all the 
very best for the future and hope they achieve the success and 
happiness they deserve [and don’t they look absolutely fabulous in 
the photographs?] 

Focus Days were used to visit local universities [Leeds and 
Newcastle] and to prepare our Year 12 students for their 
university applications.  Year 13 students organized activities in 
some of our local care homes and helped organize activities for 
students in the lower years here at Conyers.  

Our ‘Coffee Zone’ snacks bar continues to be a massive success, 
and there are plans for even nicer [and bigger] biscuits, ice 
creams and trifle for next year.  Mr. Webster will be moving 
office and expanding his empire; all we need now is air-
conditioning and a few billiard tables.  

Thank you and well done to the many other students, far too 
numerous to mention, who have given their time and support to the school: by either fund raising, mentoring 
younger students (which continues to be a massive 
success) or by contributing to the many organisations and 
activities within the wider school community.  Equally a 
big ‘shout-out’ to those students though who have 
mentored students regularly at our local primary schools: 
your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Big congratulations to Cerys O’Boyle [who becomes our 
new Head Girl] and Dominic Simpson [who becomes our 
new Head Boy].  They will be supported by Chloe 
Blenkinsopp [Deputy Head Girl], and Oliver Snowdon 
[Deputy Head Boy].  And one final round of 
congratulations to the following five students who 
achieved our annual ‘unsung hero’ awards for their 
commitment to and enthusiasm for Conyers Sixth Form: 
Alex Russell, Emily Lawton, Nisba Hussain, Danielle Gamble-Thomson and Ben Saunders.  

It is also worth noting those who received a ‘special award’ on leavers’ day; these are usually issued for actions 
beyond the call of duty, but due to publishing restrictions and libel laws, we are unable to produce a full list of the 
winners!  Even so, the following deserve a mention; Academic Award = Sean Jarvis / Sporting prowess = Joe Davison 

Leavers Day 
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/ Passion for Fashion = Tom Barwick and Beth Collins / Loved-up Couples = Will and Emma and Tom and Jack / Most 
Likely to Become Prime Minister = Tobias Chapman / Most Considerate = Sarah Al-Afifi / Oriental Traditions = Lizzie 
Vickers / International Relations = Will Bainbridge / UCAS Award = Sophie Passmore / and our students of the year = 
Emma Goodwin and Scott Matthew.  Conyers Sixth Form remains a superb place to learn and to study for ‘A’ levels 
and we are proud to have so many absolutely fantastic students: you will all be remembered.  

Go Music 
Since the appointment of the two current members of the department in 2011 the Music Department has gone from 
strength to strength. Music Technology is now an option at KS4 and KS5 in addition to Music, and a complete revamp 
of the KS3 curriculum has seen a huge improvement in students’ perception of the subject.  Extra-curricular activities 
now include three bands and two choirs who perform regularly at school and community events.  The annual School 
Show is a highlight for both staff and students, as are the Carol Service and Leavers Concert. 

The School are investing in the department’s facilities by creating a new music room as well as updating the two 
existing rooms, practice rooms and recording studio.  All rooms will have workstations enabling students to explore 
music through software including Pro Tools and Sibelius, as well as enough instruments for whole class lessons on 
keyboards, drums and guitar.  In addition Mrs Dickinson has been appointed as a third full time member of staff in 
the Department. 

All of the above will enable Music to further expand and develop extra-curricular activities, as well as primary liaison, 
community groups and peripatetic provision.  This will be under the badge of ‘Go Music’ (following the success of 
‘Go Sport’) and promises to be an exciting and adventurous development. 

If your son/daughter would like to have peripatetic lessons could you please contact Mr Thompson to discuss this or 
alternatively email gomusic@conyers.org.uk and we will contact you. 

Berlin 

Prague 

Auschwitz 

Prague 

Krakow 

Berlin 
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Science 
It has been an eventful end to the term for the Science department as we 
prepare for our six new laboratories.  Designs have been checked through and 
modified to ensure that we have state of the art modern lab facilities for 
students and staff.  After much deliberation we have chosen a very modern 
grey design. 

As well as preparing for the new labs we have been working together to plan 
for our Science Festival next year.  This promises to be an exciting event, look 
out for more details next year. 

Science students have been involved in a range of activities this year.  Year 12 
Psychologists visited Teesside University for a Discovery Day about Psychology and the Law.  They were members of 
a jury for a mock trial and were quite surprised to learn how different their judgments were and, how the decisions 
they made, could impact on a person’s life.  They are currently carrying out their own investigations into the factors 
affecting face recognition, as well as a research project to try and answer the 
question, “Are serial killers born or made?” 

The Year 12 Biologists have been learning about fieldwork techniques.  They 
have had two fieldwork days, one at the sand dunes at Seaton Carew to 
investigate sand dune succession, and the other was at RSPB Salthome, where 
they looked at the work being carried out to manage and conserve the 
environment for wildlife.  They also investigated the impact of humans on 
plant species at different areas across the site. 

On Thursday lunchtimes a group of Year 7 students have been taking part in the Science Club, run by Mr Pinder.  The 
aim has been to promote science in school and to have fun along the way.  Activities have included making sparklers, 
fire writing, making slime, building structures and parachutes.  "I enjoyed making the sparklers, it was fun.  Now I 
know what gives fireworks their colour when I see them on Bonfire night". 

  
 

Mrs Waters’ Year 8 Science class has been studying rocks.  They 
produced a model of a volcano and filmed it on their iPads, then 
compared their model to real volcano to evaluate how good it was.  As 
a summary of the topic, students produced a poster presentation of 
the rock cycle along with a 
quiz on the iPad for other 
students to test themselves 
on.  Here are two of the best 
quality presentations! 

 

In Physics with Mrs Robinson, 7RS produced some wonderful models of the 
Solar System for homework.  The information their models contained was 
amazing, three students received Headteachers Commendations for this 
work. 
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Year 13 Physics students had the opportunity to attend a series of lectures on Quantum Physics at Durham 
University.  Whilst there, they were also given the chance to analyse some data from the Large Hadron Collider in 
CERN.  This helped bring to life the cutting edge work being done by the 
researchers there. 

Year 13 Chemistry students were given the opportunity and independence 
to carry out a two-week long investigation of their own design.  As with real 
research work, many challenges and frustrations had to be overcome; the 
resilience and self-reliance displayed was a credit to all concerned. 

Year 9 students spent a day 
looking into issues around water 
purification, and the problems 
that many people have around the 
world as a result of not having 
access to clean water.  The next 
generation of world citizens could 
(perhaps should) be the ones to 
end this serious problem. 

 

 

 

Humanities 
The Humanities team has been working harder than ever to ensure our students achieve their potential academically 
as well as the vast array of ‘enrichment’ activities that engage students to achieve and enjoy learning.  This year has 
been one of experimentation and reflection for the History Department.  We started off the year on a high, with the 

prospect of leading the way for Activities Week 2014, an event which would 
take the form of a school wide commemoration of the Great War. 

The 2014 Battlefield Tour trip was the real highlight of our year.  Whilst on 
location in France and Belgium, forty-four students from Year 10 were taken 
on a rollercoaster of a journey from the first landings of our soldiers in 
Belgium, right the way to the Last Post at Leper’s Menin Gate.  We quickly 
confronted a hard-hitting glimpse of the reality of war after encountering 
live/unexploded shells littered aside the roads, a sight that brought home the 
horrors of warfare to students and staff alike.  We went on to experience many 
emotional points during the week, including trench walks and underground 
tunnel tours which had us standing in the very steps where millions of our men 
perished.  It goes without saying that we were all moved to tears reflecting at 
the gravesides of the fallen at Thiepval and other sites.  Many students came 
with their own wreaths and personal messages to their family members who 
were lost in the Great War and it was a humbling moment to reflect, amidst 
the backdrop of a solitary bugle, on the seeming futility of war, and pause to 



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

give thanks to the sacrifices made for us all 100 years ago. 

Key Stage 4 was unusually blessed this year and the Geography Year 10 students 
completed the river fieldwork, where students investigate the changing features 
of a moorland stream in the North Yorkshire Moors on the day planned.  The 
weather was kind and made up for previous years. 

The Humanities department has worked exceptionally hard to ensure pupils 
achieve their potential, running a vast number of additional revision sessions 
during school holidays, at lunch times and after school.  

Early in the academic year, Year 7 visited Beamish Museum, where they enjoyed 
practicing skills to aid learning.  Since then they have completed several 
geographical fieldwork investigations 
within the school site and participated in 

discussions with the inspirational Gram Seed during R.E. lessons.  Year 7 also 
undertook some geography fieldwork in Richmond and then faced an 
‘Apprentice’ style challenge of producing a brochure to advertise Richmond to 
tourists in two hours.  Year 8 participated enthusiastically in a Humanities led 
Focus Day based on the theme of ‘Poverty’.  Year 9 students who are taking 
Geography at GCSE had the opportunity to complete a mini version of the 
GCSE Controlled assessment based on fieldwork at Saltburn. 

Key Stage 5 students have risen to the challenges of A-Level Humanities 
subjects as well as contributing to the wider school.  Year 12 geographers have been on several fieldwork trips 
including a fluvial study in Osmotherley, an interpretation of census data focusing on implications of urban 
deprivation in parts of Middlesbrough and an investigation into psammosere succession at Seaton Carew. 

There are even more exciting opportunities for students through collaboration with Newcastle University.  There will 
be a very special archaeology outreach project at Conyers before the end of the year.  The plan is to dig our very own 
real life test pits with a group of students from across the key stages.  The findings will then be officially classified 
and analysed by the group, with the professors from Newcastle giving a real insight into the world of archaeology to 
our students. 

We have several changes afoot to our staffing for next year which began with Miss Bradley (Head of RE and 
Philosophy) who has been in post since Easter as Mr. Winter has left for a promotion.  We also have two new 
Geography teachers (Miss Dixon and Mr Pickering) joining in September who have already enthused the students on 
the Saltburn Year 9 trip, and a new History teacher Mr Sandhu who has already brought lots of exciting ideas about 
how to develop the experience for History students.  As of 1 June 2014, Miss Kennedy has taken over the Head of 
History role and Mr Ahmed the Head of Citizenship role.  Unfortunately we have to say a goodbye and good luck to 
Mr Samson who is leaving teaching to take up a fantastic opportunity to study for a PHD and a goodbye for now to 
Mrs Walker and Mrs Layton who are both on maternity leave from September. 

English 
It has been another busy year in English, with students producing remarkable work at all levels. National Poetry Day 
was celebrated across the school this year, with students and staff 
writing an extraordinary range of poems on the theme of water.  
Readathon was a huge success again: students raised hundreds of 
pounds for children's charities, whilst enjoying their reading to the full.  
This enthusiasm has been built on by our new reading schemes at Key 
Stage 3, which have fostered a passion for reading and given students 
opportunities to work in the Learning Resource Centre (the library!) on 
a range of projects.  We are, of course, very lucky in this school to have 
such a dedicated and creative librarian, Mrs Dawson, who has 
organised very successful author visits this year, which have inspired 
our students to queue to buy and borrow books by the authors who 
gave presentations for us.  The 500 words writing competition was 
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another big moment this year: students showing a real passion for story writing.  At Key Stage 4, we have offered A* 
evening classes and a wide range of interventions and support groups for students working to secure their target 
grades, at all levels.  Four of our Year 10 students and one in Year 12 were amongst the first candidates in the 
country to take the new Creative Writing A Level course this year - they produced some remarkable work in their 
after school workshop sessions and showed dedication and imagination in taking on this extra subject.  We also took 
students to a lecture day for English Language A Level at Newcastle University this year.  In general, the amount of 
coursework and exam practice completed by A Level students this year has been overwhelming: students have 
shown incredible determination and dedication in pursuing the highest grades within their reach.  Busy times lay 
ahead, with major changes in syllabus and curriculum at Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 coming into effect by September 2015.  
The department is excited about the opportunities that these new beginnings offer us. 

Pi and Chips Anyone? 
Raspberry Pi and microchips that is. Year 10 to 12 students have been playing with a batch of the new £25 
Raspberry Pi credit card size computers this year in computer club.  These 
clever little babies can be programmed in Python and attached to other 
electronic kit to create all kinds of gadgets and games.  

Students have been experimenting on a 
range of projects:- making Jelly Babies sing 
or scream (depending on how musical 
your hearing is), making a quick reaction 
game using switches and lights, creating 
automatic traffic lights (just like the real thing only smaller), creating a 
headless web server (no that’s not some kind of monster, although 
creating a robotic monster is an option), programming Minecraft (Oh 
yes! Minecraft Pi) and much more. 

Next year the Computing 
team will be looking for 

Year 7 to 9 students to take up the Raspberry Pi challenge and use their 
imagination to create some awesome projects. So girls and boys keep 
your eyes peeled early next year for announcements. In the meantime 
check out all the cool things you can create by looking at 
www.raspberrypi.org or just Google it.  

Let your digital imagination fly!! 

“Raspberry Pi is a trademark of the Raspberry Pi Foundation” 

CIPFA Business Competition 
A group of six Year 10 students took part in the annual CIPFA Business 
Competition at Stockton Sixth Form College on 4 June 2014.  CIPFA is the 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance Accountants.  The Conyers team 
competed against teams from 
13 other schools from the 
local area.  Students are given 
a range and variety of business 
and financial information 
about a particular company 
and based on this information 
are expected to produce a 
presentation of a business 

plan of recommendations and solutions to the business problem.  It was 
extremely pleasing when the Conyers team was announced as overall 

http://www.raspberrypi.org/


Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

winners for best presentation and best business plan.  The students were thrilled, with each receiving a certificate 
and trophy for being part of the winning team, well deserved for all their hard work, enthusiasm and creativity 
throughout the day. 

The six students were Faye Edemenson, Sophie Robinson, Christopher Carling, Faye Dunning, Isaac Black and Lewis 
Heap. 

MFL 
The MFL department kicked off the year in style with a celebration of languages for European Day of Languages.  
Students enjoyed ordering croissants, pastries and hotdogs in French and German in Big Cook and participating in 
language taster lessons in a range of languages including Russian, Japanese, Hungarian, Italian, German, Spanish and 
Sign Language.  In many ways it was the year of French cuisine, with students also tasting traditional French crêpes 
when La Petite Crêperie company visited school shortly after pancake day.  For the second year running we 
welcomed a French theatre company into school for Year 7 Focus Day and all students enjoyed an entertaining 
performance in French.  It was, however, the Year 9 'Conyers a du talent' show that saw our students taking centre 
stage when competing in a talent competition in French, demonstrating not only a wide range of talents, but 
excellent language skills.  Congratulations to our winner Elliott Smitheringale.  For the first year ever, Year 8 were 
able to choose from 3 different French trips during Activities Week, all of which were a huge success.  You can read 
all about them below and see the full gallery of pictures and the Paris trip blog on the Conyers website.  Sadly this 
year we must bid a fond farewell to Miss McIntosh and Mrs Walker who move onto pastures new and will be sadly 
missed.  We wish them all the best for the future and thank them for everything they have done this year. 

Paris  
The excitement was tangible as we set off on our French adventure in the 
early hours of Monday morning.  Many hours and numerous renditions of 
'Let it go' from Frozen later, we arrived at our accommodation, Bois du Lys, 
just outside of Paris.  An early night was much in order as the following day 
saw us taking in all of the major sights of Paris.  A leisurely ride on a Bateau 
Mouche, a visit to the Eiffel Tower and the Sacré Coeur, shopping in 
Montmartre, a meal in a 
French restaurant and a trip 
up the Tour Montparnasse 
for a panoramic view of Paris, 

made for an action packed day.  On Wednesday, after an interesting 
visit to Château de Fontainebleau, we relaxed in the pool before a fun 
filled day at Parc Asterix on Thursday.  The students were an absolute 
delight to be with, behaved impeccably and really got to show off 
their French skills.  Many thanks to all the staff involved and for Mr 
Robinson for writing our Paris blog, making sure that everyone back at 
home was kept up to date with our French adventures.    

Strasbourg 
The Strasbourg trip enjoyed a wonderful week on the Franco-German 
border.  The weather was beautiful and allowed us to see the region 
at its best.  A trip into Strasbourg itself saw the students take a boat 
tour around the historic centre with of course a little bit of souvenir 
hunting.  After a fascinating visit to Haut Königsberg castle, the 
students enjoyed a trip to Monkey Mountain, a great hit amongst staff 
and students alike where we were able to feed the monkeys roaming 
free around the mountain landscape.  The location of the youth hostel 
meant it was just a short stroll across the Rhine via a magnificent 
footbridge into Germany, another little souvenir hunt!  On the last day 
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we retraced our steps into Germany and visited the fabulous Europapark theme park, brilliant sunshine and a perfect 
end to the trip. 

Normandy 
After a long journey through the night an excitable group of Year 8 students 
arrived in Normandy, France for an action packed week.  Students quickly 
packed their things into tents before having dinner and getting straight into 
an evening activity.  The entertainment on the first evening involved a fashion 
show and students breaking oranges with their heads - don't ask!  On the first 
full day at the centre we took part in raft-building and bushcraft sessions. 
Everyone got involved and even Mrs Baker jumped in the river!  We finished 
the day off playing rounders at the 
beautiful beach and by having a paddle 
in the sea.  We continued with our 

activities throughout the week, the best ones were the high ropes and rock 
climbing.  Plenty of our group managed to conquer their fears and achieved 
more than they had ever thought possible.  We also managed to squeeze in a 
trip to the stunning Mont Saint-Michel, before some retail therapy in Saint 
Malo.  On the last day we headed to the market at Coutances and went for a 
lovely traditional meal.  Miss McIntosh, Miss Dent, Mrs Baker and Mr Youll 
were extremely impressed by the behaviour and mature attitude of our 
students.  You really were a pleasure to spend time with! 

Maths 
Year 12 students, Ben Owen-Hughes, Oliver Snowdon, Andrew Camsell and Matthew Bailey, spent two days working 
with leading academics at Manchester University's "Making Maths @ Manchester 2014".  Only the best 
mathematicians are selected for this event, with perks including an organised trip to the Trafford Centre. 

Creative Arts 
It’s been a very busy, exciting and fabulous year for Creative Arts, with theatre 
trips, gallery visits, concerts and our Creative Arts Summer School all which we 
hope has added an extra and interesting dimension to the curriculum. 

This last term has seen the GCSE and A Level exams.  All students worked 
extremely hard, producing some outstanding work.  The Leavers Concert, Art 
Exhibition and the A Level Theatre Studies performances were wonderful 
evenings attended by parents, students and visitors to celebrate the 
exceptional work and we wish the students the best of luck for their results.   

The Conyers School Band and Big Band go from strength to strength and they 
were invited to perform at 
Kirkfest , Kirklevington ‘s 
annual summer festival.  It was 
a great afternoon well 
supported by parents and the 
people of Kirklevington.  Two of 
our Sixth Formers, Megan 
Wardell and Sarah Tooke were 
invited to perform in the Yarm 
Gala and gave an exceptional performance. 

The Year 6 Induction day was a fun filled day where students were 
given the opportunity to take part in Art and Food lessons to help them in their transition from Primary School. 
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We have just held our first Creative Arts Summer School, which was a great 
success.  Ninety Key Stage 3 students spent 3 days in a Creative Arts subject.  
Our first day was a trip to The Forbidden Corner, an Italian restaurant in 
Newcastle for tea and then Newcastle Theatre Royal to see ‘Cats’.  Students 
used the influences from the 
first day to create displays in 
Art, Dance, Drama, Food and 
Music.  Parents attended on 
Friday evening to see what 
the students had created.  All 
students and staff had a great 
time and parents enjoyed the 

students’ achievements and performances, as well as the buffet! 

The audition process for 
‘Starlight Express’, which 
is the much anticipated 
School Production, has begun, and we are also performing ‘A Comedy of 
Errors’ in the Schools Shakespeare Festival, at Middlesbrough Theatre in 
October.  We are all excited to begin rehearsals when we get back in 
September. 

‘Starlight Express’ takes place on November 19, 20 and 21 at Arc in 
Stockton, tickets are £7 and will be on sale from school.   

 

Design and Technology 
Design and Technology continues to build upon the success from previous years.  
Excellent examples of work have been produced in all areas of Technology and I hope 
that you have been proud of what your son/daughter has brought home.  Lunchtime 
and after school activities are very popular at Conyers and students are given the 
chance to develop their interests and skills in a relaxed atmosphere.  Examples of work 
are on the school website.  A lot of work was put into our Technology Focus Day which 
allowed student to see and visit Nissan, Caterpillar, the National Railway Museum and 
the National Glass Centre, as well as activities taking place in school. 

CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacture) continues to be 
very popular and all students have been given the opportunity to further develop their 
skills experiencing the use of laser cutting technology which is at the forefront of 
technology  in schools.  The laser cutting machine has had particular impact in upper 
school with students manufacturing outcomes at GCSE and A level. 

I feel this is also an opportunity for me to thank all parents who have supported 
Design and Technology throughout this year with their contributions – it does make a big difference especially with 

the continued high cost of materials and ingredients. 

Visits, school activities and links with local primary schools have 
thrived this year, with visits to industry, universities and local 
community providers proving to be very popular with students, as 
well as having guest speakers.  This year has been especially 
successful as we have been working with Levendale Primary School 
building a greenhouse using recycled plastic bottles.  Children from 
Levendale attended Conyers during Activity Week to help design and 
build the greenhouse.  
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Calendar Dates 

Friday 18 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 1 September Staff Preparation Day – school closed to students 

Tuesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

Wednesday 22 October, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Thursday 23 October Staff Development Day – school closed to students 

Friday 24 October Staff Development Day – school closed to students 

Monday 3 November, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 19 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2015  

Monday 5 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 13 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 23 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 27 March, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 13 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the Easter holidays 

Monday 4 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Friday 22 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 1 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Thursday 16 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Monday 31 August Bank Holiday, school closed 

Tuesday 1 September Staff Preparation Day – school closed to students 

Wednesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

 

 

 

 

Dress Code for Students 

With the current school year coming to an end, I am conscious that you may be considering purchasing new 
school uniform for September. It may therefore be useful for you to read our Dress Code for Students. 

 Red polo shirt with the Conyers Crest embroidered on the left  side at the front;   
 Plain black school trousers for girls, no fashion trouser styles; by this we mean NO leggings/jeggings, tight 

fitting or “skinny” styles.  There should be no obvious embellishments. 
 Plain black school trousers for boys;  
 Plain black school knee length skirt for girls, not tight, short or made from a lycra or lycra type material; 
 Sweatshirt with the Conyers Crest embroidered on the left side at the front; 
 Plain sensible shoes in black, no trainers or plimsolls, boots, high heels or platform shoes; 
 Plain black or grey socks for boys;   
 Plain black or grey socks with trousers or tights with skirts for girls. 
 
Should students arrive at school wearing inappropriate uniform, they will be required to wear school issue 
garments, which are clean and stored in the Student Support Centre.  If there is a genuine issue with your child’s 
uniform, please contact their Year Manager to discuss the matter. 
Thank you for your support and co-operation in maintaining our uniform standards. 
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New Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing schools 

are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

School Payments 

Could you please pay for all school lunches, school visits etc 

by either using our online payment system  www.parentpay.com  

or by sending in a cheque payable to Conyers School. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact our Finance Office on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418/792414. 

Schoolcomms 

There may be times throughout the school year when we 
need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text messages.  
The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to 
use 160 characters per text message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be 
used.  Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so 
when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them. 
 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
 
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we 
have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

Medication 

Please note that medication cannot under any 
circumstances be given to students without 
written permission from a parent, due to 
Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to 
send your child to school with medication, due 
to the Department for Education standard 
guidelines, all student medication must be in 
its original packaging bearing the prescribers 
instructions.  This includes antihistamines, 
paracetamol and all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and 
an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for 

you to contact our Student and Parent helpline if 
you have any concerns. 

Notifiable Illnesses 

If your child is diagnosed with chickenpox, shingles or 
measles please could you inform the school as soon as 
possible. 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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PE Department 
Athletics/School Games 

Stockton School Athletics Championships took place in May at Gateshead 
Stadium.  Students had some great successes and a great day at the stadium.  
Daniel Brown, Sam Candlin, Jasmin Clark, Finn Cousin-Dawson, Kieran Durham, 
Kate Hampson, Rebecca Hudson, Oliver Ketteringham, Shoaib Khan, Niamh 
McDonagh, Emily McGhee, Kelland Moore, Plamedi Mukendi, Daniel Nixon, 
Luke Pettit, Katie Robinson, Adam Smith, Dom Tiffany, Max Wallace, Luke 
Wood, Nathan Wood-Gordon. 

Our congratulations go to Dan Nixon for setting a new school athletics record 
for hammer throw reaching 44.90m, to Luke Pettit for his achievements in the 
Stockton School Games gaining first place in duathlon, cycling relay, dodgeball 
and setting a new school record, and to Rebecca Hudson, Nathan Wood-
Gordon and Dan Nixon who have also broken school records this year. 

Conyers athletes Plamedi Mukendi, Rebecca Hudson, Shoaib Khan, Adam 
Smith, Kieran Durham, Daniel Nixon, Hemin Mohammedi have also 
represented Cleveland in their chosen discipline.  Plamedi is going on to represent Cleveland at the English Schools 
Championships. 

Cricket 

The Year 7 and 8 team had a brilliant season which culminated in winning the Stockton District Cup, and as a result, 
they were selected to represent Stockton in the Tees Valley Finals.  The team played well but were unlucky not to 
reach the final.  They finished joint in their group, losing out on runs. 

Well done to Alfie Bartley, James English, James Hewling for representing Cleveland Schools in Under 12 Cricket in 
the 2014 season. 

Tennis 

Both the Under 13 and 15 girls teams have competed in the local league with varying levels of success.  The Under 13 
team of Robyn Huggins, Isabella Orr, Sophie Greener, Amelia Burns won the local league and played against Durham 
High and Biddick School in the County Finals, which were held at the Puma Centre in Sunderland.  They finished 
second losing to Durham High, but beating Biddick.  Well done to all the girls. 

A good season for the boys Under 13 A team which resulted in them finishing 2nd in the league table, just missing 
out in representing Stockton in the next round.  The team produced good victories against Red House and 
Egglescliffe but just missed out on winning the league in a tight game against Yarm. 

The Under 13 boys B team produced some positive performances against teams from a higher division in friendly 
fixtures not always winning but giving 100% all the time.  Well done to both teams. 

PE Uniform Changes 
This term we have taken the opportunity to make a few modifications to the PE uniform.  The PE tops will be navy 
blue with a red and white stripe running down each 
side and will bear the school crest with Conyers School 
written underneath in white.  It is hoped the students 
will take a greater pride in Conyers especially when 
they are representing the school in the community and 
participating in sporting events.  The uniform can be 
purchased from Ross’s Ltd.  All of Year 7 will wear the 
new PE uniform from September 2014 and all other 
students can wear both the new and old style uniform.  
By September 2015 we expect all students to have 
moved entirely to the new PE uniform. 
 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results 

 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 

Summer Sports Days 
With Joanne Swash and Lisa Bosomworth 
Gymnastics / Trampoline / Street Dance 

 

Thursday 14 & Friday 15 August 
Thursday 28 & Friday 29 August 

 

9.30am – 3pm 
 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 
 

Age 6 – 12 years 
 

Full Day - £20 per day (packed lunch required) 

Half Day - £10 per day 
 

Booking essential  
To book a place please contact 

Jo Swash – 07507861905/g.swash@sky.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gymnastics Camp 
With Glenn Smith 

Fun days of gymnastics for all abilities 
 

Monday 28 July / 4 August / 18 August 
 

9am – 2pm 
 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 
 

Age 5 years + 
 

£15 per day (packed lunch required) 
 

Booking essential 
To book a place please contact 

Glenn Smith - 07988895618 

Holiday Sports Clubs 
Football and multi-sport academies. Daily competitions, prizes 

and medals. Enjoy a great summer of sport. 
 

Monday 28 July – Friday 1 August 
Monday 4 August – Friday 8 August 

Monday 11 August – Friday 15 August 
Monday 18 August – Friday 22 August 
Tuesday 26 August – Friday 29 August 

 

10am – 3pm 
Age 4 – 13 years 

 

£12 –individual days / £50 – 5 day course / £95 – 2 courses / 
£135 – 3 courses / 4+ courses by arrangement 

Discounts available for siblings 
 
 

To book a place contact Dan Fowler – 07947740136 or  
danny@dfcoaching.co.uk 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 
FUN AT  

GO SPORT CONYERS 



 

 

Pay & Play Tennis 
£2 per court, per hour 

 

Four courts available 
 

Max 4 per court 
 

Monday – Friday    -   6.00pm – 8.30pm 
Saturday    -   10.30am – 12.30pm 

 
To check Sundays and school holidays opening times  

please phone 
Go Sport mobile 
07779903215 

Soccer Summer Special 
 

July and August 
 

£20 per third per hour 
£45 whole pitch per hour 

 

Perfect for pre-match training 
 

Pitches can be block booked 
for the summer 

 

Limited availability 
 

Booking essential through Go Sport Office until 18 July  
Then please use 
Go Sport Mobile 

07779903215 
 
 

 

  

 


