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J u l y  2 0 1 5  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
This has been a difficult half term as we have had to face the deaths of two members of our community. Jenny Hayes 
a cleaner and lunchtime supervisor died after a short illness and will be sadly missed by us all. Year 10 student 
Michael Sadler was killed in a tragic accident which has had an impact upon us all. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you all for the wonderful support given during this difficult time.  The kind words and messages 
upon the website proved an enormous source of comfort in the darkest of days following Michael’s death.  Students 
were magnificent supporting each other as well as the staff.  They conducted themselves with quiet dignity during 
the funeral service and were a credit to their families and our school.   

Despite the awful news we faced, we still needed to move forward and this was an action packed half term.  As Year 
13 students departed the process of selecting the Head Boy and Girl was underway.  

Congratulations to  

Head Boy – Aaron Mitchell 

Head Girl – Jessica Belch 

and their deputies – Fraser Belton and Sarah Zaranko 

Congratulations also to the 173 students in Year 10 who have passed the 
selection process to ensure they are part of the Student Leadership 
Programme in Year 11.  These students will wear their Student 
Leadership uniform from the start of the new school year. 

Despite concerns about transport disruption and strikes 6 groups of 
students and staff have journeyed abroad this year.  Year 8 students 
enjoyed improving their language skills in Strasbourg, Normandy and 
Paris.  Year 10 PE students have developed their water sports skills on 
the coast in South West France and our musicians have entertained the 
crowds performing in concerts in Disneyland and Montmartre Paris.  In 
the great Conyers tradition, Year 12 students are heading to Eastern 
Europe and will visit Prague, Krakow and Berlin a trip which includes a 
thought provoking day spent at Auschwitz. 

Term will begin at 8.55 a.m. on Wednesday 2 September 2015 

 

  

Name: 

A2 and AS Results Day 

Thursday 13 August 

From 9.00 a.m. 

Sixth Form 

GCSE Results Day 

Thursday 20 August 

From 10.00 a.m. 

Big Cook 
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Farewells 

First we say a temporary farewell to Kate Dickinson who is taking maternity leave.  We wish her very well. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank those staff who have covered long term absences on a temporary 
basis this year.  Callum Shields, Dan Spence and Liana Georgescu have done a wonderful job in providing continuity 
for students and have supported colleagues most effectively. 

Two members of staff who joined us as newly qualified teachers are moving on to pastures new.  Maths teacher 
Melissa Brabanski is moving to All Saints School in Ingleby Barwick and Ryan Smith from the Science team is pursuing 
a different career direction. 

Fiona Robinson who joined us as Head of Physics in 2010 is moving to a promoted post in Redcar.  She will be 
remembered for her wonderful work transforming Physics and her care and support as a form tutor. 

Peter Hook who joined the ICT and Computing team in 2005 is also moving on.  Peter has taught ICT, iMedia and 
Computing across the school was at the vanguard of the creative use of technologies.  Peter led the development of 
the Apple project across Stockton and was responsible for the very first Mac Suite.  His work in the very early days 
shaped our approach to technology which ultimately has led to the wonderful work being done in classrooms on 
iPads today. 

Claire Mullen is also leaving us.  She joined the English department in 2002 and has taught Sociology and Psychology 
as well as English during her time with us.  In recent years Claire has been providing small group support for those 
students who struggle with literacy.  They have made excellent progress in her care and we will miss this support 
very much. 

Our final leaver is Anthony Myers from the Creative Arts department who joined us in 2001.  Anthony has taught 
Film Studies and Drama and provided wonderful support for school productions and the School Shakespeare 
Festival.  Anthony will be remembered as a wonderful Sixth Form tutor who has provided invaluable support and 
guidance to students worrying about examinations making crucial decisions about their future. 

Celebrating Achievement 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Katie Taylor 8JB and James Polson 8CG for a wonderful ghost story written in response to the Dickens story ‘The 
Signalman’.  You have consistently impressed your English teacher with your talent and determination.  Very well 
done! 

Natasha Cousin 10GS for most impressive assessments in English this year.  You have exceeded expectations in terms 
of your teacher’s expectations.  Very well done. 

Amritpal Singh 9AB for wonderful progress in English.  You have worked very hard and have really challenged 
yourself.  Your recent Macbeth assessment was the culmination of an excellent year.  Your teacher is very proud. 

Chloe Walker, Safiyyah Ammash, Elliott Smitheringale, Saher Shakeel, Samuel Wilcock, Andrew Lowes 10JT, Bethany 
Pickering 10RB, Michael Walters 11LO, Erin Thorpe 11KC, Sophie Hall, Lois Tooke 10DY, Sophie Blenkinsopp 10RC, 
Sophie Shore 10AA, Lucy Adams 10SB for making a wonderful contribution to the Reading for Pleasure programme.  
You have proved extremely reliable and have shown leadership skill in the role.  You are a positive role model for 
younger students. 

Tegan Downes and Renee Garbutt 9BA for a beautiful poetry reading to honour Joanna Millan and her powerful 
witness testimony.  Your reading and presentation showed our gratitude to her.  Well done you made us proud.  

Kelsey Anderson 9CB, Jasmine Clark, Harry Grimes, Ellis Smith 9JT, Adam Din 9WA, Sree Shankarganesh 9GS for 
writing such an inspirational and touching letter to thank Joanna Millan for her visit.  You conveyed your deep 
gratitude for her witness testimony.  We are very proud of you.   

Edward Hamblett, Eve Hewett, Zoe Ingledew, Ethan Lowery 7KG for a beautifully scripted, rehearsed and recorded 
news bulletin based upon ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.  You worked very hard and made sense of a confusing and 
complex plot. 
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Elise Brady, Amy Haines, Charlotte Murray 6HL, Ben Evans, Lucy Henwood 6JW, Emma Barlow, Chris Breeze 6HC, 
Michael Williams 6JM, Sarah Kane, Anna Warburton, Katie Watts 6NH, Elena Puente 6RH, Elisha Millington, Gabrielle 
Scotchbrook 6KA, Phil Brooks, Laura Hale 6HW, Hannah Bewley, Connor Bassett, Sophie Lawton 6RA, Amy Tunnicliffe 
6AM for your wonderful work helping at the Sixth Form Transition Conference.  You did a fantastic job informing 
Year 11 students about the right approach to Sixth Form life. 

Jonathan Krakue 7HS and Immanuel Makure 7HS for your rap about Martin Luther King, his impact and how he was 
influenced by religion. Your performance was fantastic and I am impressed by your effort and hard work. 

Kieran Glass 7KG, Adam Docherty 7CR, Danish Rizwan 7HS, William French 7CR, Raheel Matloob 7SP, Emily Gray 7SP 
and Megan Speight for working really well on your reading programme this year. Your teacher was delighted by the 
commitment you showed towards your work. 

Steven Simpson 7DP, Harry Redshaw 7AH, Charlie Adamson 7KH, Yusif Al-Shawk 7KH, Emily Gray 7SP, Benjamin 
Sheard-Raby 7WB and Joshua Ellerby 7CR for your success in the recent “sumdog” Maths competition.  I was 
delighted to see your position on the leader board.  You should be very proud of your achievement. 

Niamh Corser 10RB for working consistently hard in English and making excellent progress.  Your teacher describes 
you as well motivated and willing to go the “extra mile”!  Very well done. 

Eduardo Puente 10RB, Abi Saunders 10RB, Josh Dandy 9CB, John Hall 9JH, Alex Hall 7AH, Rushdi Abdelbaqi 8JB, Alfie 
Bartley 8AG, Nicole Bassett 8KD, Isabel Beauchamp 8CG, Sydney Belton 8KD, Anissa Dardoury 8KD, Erin Bowkett 
8KD, Milina Caley 8AG, Finn Cousin-Dawson 8AF, Ben Cummins 8AG, Maisie Dickson 8JB, James English 8RS, Sophie 
Greener 8AF, Lauren Hubbert 8KD, Varda Jasingh 8KG, Katherine Lacey 8EB, Harriet Marshall 8KD, Finlay McCullagh 
8RS, Thomas Murphy 8AG, Isabella Orr 8RS, Lauren Pettit 8RS and Lewis Wormald 8RS for a wonderful contribution 
to the primary languages festival.  You provided fantastic support for staff and acted as a “linguistic role model” for 
younger students. 

Brandon Morrison 8AF and Azaan Mahmood 8AG for your wonderful contribution to the Science Festival.  Your 
meticulous approach and hard work on the propeller car paid off.  Your teacher felt your contribution was 
exceptional. 

Jack Colley 9JT, Millie Cooper 9JT and Kari Roberts 9AB for academic excellence and a consistently excellent attitude 
to learning in English.  You generate excellent ideas and supportive learning of others.  Your teacher is very proud! 

Year 7 
Year 7 has flown by fast!  Starting from everyone having their 
lovely photo taken and settling into their new tutor groups with 
lots of new things to get used to, planners, timetables, moving 
round school, where to go at break, where to go at lunch!  And 
also don’t forget all those new scary lessons.  I think that 
everyone one got lost at least 3 times before they found their 
way around.  September also gave us a chance to celebrate all 
the hard work that had gone into the transition, with a fantastic 
presentation assembly recognising some of the wonderful work 
done on the Sparking the Gap Booklets.   We started our Focus 
Days off with a lovely trip to Beamish in October and everyone 
really seemed to enjoy the day.  November gave Year 7 the 

opportunity 
to see an 
amazing production given by our own Conyers students held at 
the ARC in Stockton, with some budding stars from Year 7 already 
hitting the stage.  Then wow what a talent show we had with Isla 
Underwood 7CR shining as a singing star, the disco showed off all 
the dancing talents of all the students and the staff which was 
quite entertaining. 

Heading into January the work really began with students having 
to do homework, remembering equipment, being on time and 
getting into the routine of life at Conyers.  Year 7 also took part in 
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fundraising for charity with some outstanding effort put in by both students and staff.  Louis Heathwaite 7WB went 
above and beyond with arranging his own fundraising and managed to raise £156.88 single handed, for his charity, 
Daisy Chain.  Katy Greer 7KH recently attended an award ceremony with a close friend, Katy was there to recognise 
all the help and support she has given her friend who suffered a stroke.  Already Year 7 students are inspiring us all. 

We are all looking forward to the next phase at Conyers School and I am sure as we move into Year 8 there will be 
even more adventures, trips and outstanding effort to come. 

Year 8 
Year 8 has flown by and seems to have gone by faster than Year 7.  Over the year we have had some fantastic 
sporting achievements with the girls table tennis team reaching the National Finals weekend at Hinckley finishing a 
creditable fourth.  Well done to Kelsey Bradley, Lily Williams, Madelaine Dunn and Sophie McDonald who all 
performed brilliantly.  Ben Cummins continues to train with Middlesbrough Football Club and Brandon Morrison 
with Hartlepool United Football Club. 

We have seen the students participate in some fantastic Focus Days 
throughout the year starting with an amazing day back in October 
looking at Poverty and Citizenship and finishing with two days of fun 
with the Science Festival, with some superb workshops to be involved 
with especially the firework display. 

This year has seen students start to choose options for subjects going 
into Year 9 with a choice between Design Technology and Food and 
Textiles. 

As you will be aware we are losing two of our Year 8 tutors, Mr Smith 
and Mrs Brabanski moving on to pastures new. Both have helped 
tremendously with their respective tutor groups over the last two years and we wish them all the best for the future. 

We have also had the pleasure of the CBBC returning with the cameras for a catch up episode of Our School and look 
forward to seeing it aired in the near future. 

The year has come to an end with the students going to Paris, 
Normandy and Strasbourg and also some representing the school 
on a music tour to Paris all of which were fantastic.  The highlights 
of the trip for myself were watching the school band and choir 
perform at Disneyland who were brilliant and on a personal note 
whilst in Disney being asked by a group of students from a school 
in the Southeast if they had seen me on television, Our School has 
travelled far and wide. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the 
summer and look forward to seeing you in September as we enter 
exciting times in Year 9. 

Year 9 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself for those 
who have not yet met me as Mrs Adam, the Year 9 Manager since 
October 2014. 

My first meeting with the Year 9 students was at Middlesbrough 
Football Club where much fun was had by all. 

Our next Focus Day was again a huge success and students got an 
opportunity to try something completely different and had the 
honour of meeting Lee Fawcett who is a former Paralympian 
athlete having won medals in wheelchair basketball and wheelchair 
fencing. Lee shared his story of how he acquired his disability when 
he was 13 following an operation and how with courage and 
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determination you can achieve your goals. 

We then had much focus on careers and development in light of the Year 9 
option choices looking to the future as to what opportunities lay ahead and 
deciding on the correct academic pathway to achieve these goals. 

Year 10 will see you starting to knuckle down for some serious work ahead of 
your all important final exams. 

It has been a pleasure working with and getting to know you all so far so I 
would like to wish you all a fabulous summer and look forward to welcoming 
you back in September. 

Year 10 
It has been a very difficult and tremendously sad end to the year for all Conyers students but none more so than for 
the Year 10 students and teachers, especially so for those friends who have attended school for the past 11 years 
with Michael.  They have grown up, fought with, laughed alongside and matured into delightful young people.  It is 
with great sadness that we will be going into Year 11 without him.  Michael’s funeral was attended by a large 
number of the year group who conducted themselves beautifully, these students know that Michael’s family do not 
want us to be sad forever but to enjoy our lives and make the most of the opportunities that come our way.  

This last year has flown by and I am pleased to say that the majority of students are working hard and well on their 
way to achieving their GCSE qualifications.  Many have already sat external exams in French, Maths and Science and 
will await August in eager anticipation of what news that special envelope will hold.  Good luck to all of you.  For all 
of you the next 2 terms will see the culmination of the last 11 years education, so spare a thought to that primary 
teacher who taught you to read and write and do your best for them and every other teacher who has shown you 
the way since. 

It has not been all work and no play and we have had our fun over the last year too.   

 

Boot camp on our Health Day had many begging for 
mercy. 

 

Fine dining at Rockliffe Hall. 

 

War Hammer finalists 

 

Working hard in Barcelona 

Many of the year group have “taken the pledge” and will take on the role of Student Leader in Year 11.  This will 
involve them being excellent role models to the younger students and also taking on leadership duties in order to 
progress their skills and provide opportunities to become well rounded young people. 
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So I wish you all a safe and happy summer and if we can take anything positive from the death of Michael it is to 
remember to live life to the full and make the most of the opportunities that come your way. 

Year 11 
Our Year 11’s deserve a collective pat on the back for getting through a year that demanded much of their time and 
effort, they were certainly kept very busy by their teachers!  Our young people felt the pressure of their GCSE’s and 
rose to the challenge, most students taking full advantage of the extra sessions and interventions planned by their 
teachers outside of normal lessons.  When it came to exam time they conducted themselves beautifully, really taking 
the exams in their stride and showing determination and focus. 

As well as the demands made of them with their GCSE courses they have managed to pack other activities and 
responsibilities into their year- leaving a trail of success behind them for other year groups to aspire to. 

We are so proud that Jessica Hugill was voted as Stockton’s member of Youth Parliament.  Jess has been an 
exemplary student here at Conyers, her integrity as a person are the perfect attributes for a budding politician. 

Other students have made the news this year, Jenni Buckingham and Emily Potter for continuing their charity work, 
Jenni and Emily have previously travelled to Mexico with a youth group from Yarm Methodist Church and taken part 
in a project to build homes for homeless families.  This year their work has been closer to home, providing meals in 
school holiday times for disadvantaged families whose children miss out on their Free School Meal.  The fact that 
these students give up their own holiday time to help and think 
of others is highly commendable. 

Some of our Student Leaders showed their skills in leading Year 
7’s through a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ programme.  Highly 
commended were: Katie Williams, Gideon Harrison, Amy 
Hampson, Eden Buck, Faeza Ahmed, Holly Alderton, Emma 
Langley, Charlotte Teasdale, Emma Carveth-Marshall, Alicia 
Rose, Sophie Robinson and Chris Pettit. 

Student Leaders also of note who showed exceptional 
Leadership through the scheme were: Allana Gray, Natalie 
Smith, Lucy Clydesdale and Grace Barrow.  These students 
supported younger students in Conyers through the Peer 
Mentoring Scheme.  These students helped to get younger 
students through tougher moments at school. 

Our Year 11 Sports Teams have done Conyers proud this year, winning cups and awards (more details in the PE part 
of our newsletter).  Representing Conyers outside of school, conducting themselves in a way that promotes our 

school is valued and it’s been great seeing the teams 
regularly collect cups and awards in our assemblies. 

Our Leavers’ Assembly on the afternoon of their last GCSE 
exam was a lovely look back at their five years- reminding 
everyone that Conyers isn’t an ‘exam factory’ that their 
education has gone further than the confines of the 
classroom and given them opportunities for travel, 
leadership, enrichment and fun together.  We celebrated 
those students who just come to school regularly and meet 
all our expectations, giving special mention for students 
who have managed to be in school every single day from 
the first day in Year 7 until their last in Year 11 were: Eden 
Buck, Chris Carling, David Cliff, Faye Edemenson, Shane 

Hammond, Chloe McCormack and Sean Prior.  100% attendance over the five years is an immense achievement.  

We then poked a bit of fun at a few with our Year 11 ‘Bin of Sin’.  The Year 11’s were really good natured and 
honoured their tutors for sticking with them through thick and thin.  We also heard some lovely video testimonies of 
teachers’ favourite Year 11 moments which were both touching and funny- sitting in the gym together for the last 
time as the year group will be a lasting memory for me and hopefully for them. 
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The ultimate celebration is always the Prom, we had such a lovely evening that will always be memorable in terms of 
the weather - the hottest July day since records began!  Take a look at our photographs, memories of a lovely 
evening full of wonderful, smart and happy young people ready to take on the next level of their education/training.  
I really relaxed and just enjoyed them over the evening, absolutely 
no short skirts or training shoes to worry about!  We had a few 
hilarious moments in the photo booth. 

I hope everyone has a great summer - I’ve had a few conversations 
with some students who, now that the exams are over, don’t quite 
know what to do with themselves now that they’re not revising - 
enjoy yourselves, do something you’ll be proud of- I know some are 
involved over the summer with the National Citizen Award and 
some are still working towards their Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards.  
All we need now is some great holiday weather to take us through 
to (deep breath) results day on Thursday 20 August. 

Sixth Form 
By the time you are reading this 78 of our Year Twelve students (which is a record) will be enjoying themselves on 
the annual trip to Eastern Europe.  As in previous years, we are visiting Prague, 
Krakow, Wroclaw and Berlin.  Last year’s was thoroughly enjoyable – and the 
students were fantastic company and an absolute credit to the school.  The 
trip to Auschwitz concentration camp remains an overwhelming experience 
and as always, leaves a lasting impression on all those who participated.  It 
remains as a stark reminder of how brutal humans can be to one another.  

Other ‘highlights’ included 
admiring the Berlin Wall, 
‘Czeching-out’ Prague and 
gnome hunting in the centre of 
Wroclaw. 

One of the highlights of the year was the visit by two esteemed 
politicians. First, we were graced with the presence of Mr. Boris 
Johnson in March, who officially launched the Conyers General 
Election and stayed for a question and answer session with our 
students (he later enjoyed a ‘parmo’ in the Food Technology rooms 

and proved to be a huge hit with the Year 11 girls).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following month we were visited by Mr Ed Balls who similarly 
addressed our students, took part in a question and answer debate 
and gave our five Election candidates a few top tips.  Apparently,    
Mr Balls was so enjoying taking selfies with our students, that he 
was late for his next appointment. 

Thank you and well done to the many other students who have 
given their time and support to the school: by either fund raising, 
mentoring younger students [which continues to be a massive 
success], or by contributing to the many organisations and activities 
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within the wider school community.  Equally a big ‘shout-out’ to those students though who have mentored 
students regularly at our local primary schools: your efforts are greatly appreciated 

Focus Days were used to visit local universities 
[Leeds and Newcastle] and to prepare Year 12 
students for their university applications. 
Moreover, Year 13 students organized activities 
in some of our local care homes and helped 
organize activities for students in the lower years 
here at Conyers. 

Massive congratulations to Andrew Camsell 
[Chemical Engineering] and Adam Dadvar 
[Chemical Engineering] for receiving university 
offers from Cambridge.  We wish them all the 
best, as we do every other member of the year 
group, and hope that the opening of the dreaded 
results envelope in August is a memorable and 
pleasurable experience. 

Big congratulations too to Jess Belch [who becomes our new Head Girl] and Aaron Mitchell [who becomes our new 
Head Boy].  They will be supported by Sarah Zaranko [Deputy 
Head Girl], and Fraser Belton [Deputy Head Boy].  

Another highlight of the year was the annual Year 13 Leavers 
assembly which has now become an established part of the 
Sixth Form calendar. The theme of ‘retro-geek-chic-St.Trinians’ 
continues to be a huge success, and there was hardly a dry 
eye in the house following the final farewells from the tutors 
and the Sixth Form Team – and words of wisdom from the 
wise old leader, Mr. Webster, who was thrilled with his gorilla 
onesie (rumours abound that he looks more like a grisly bear 
though!)  Congratulations to all those of you who achieved an 
‘award’ for your endeavours [alas, due to publishing 
restrictions and libel laws, we are unable to produce a full list 
of the winners here!] 

The Summer Ball [we don’t do ‘proms’ in Sixth Form] was held near 
Sedgefield at Hardwick Hall and this offered another opportunity to 

wear prom dresses and 
swanky suits. Naturally, our 
Sixth Form students had far 
too much style to arrive in 
white stretch limos and pink 
fire engines. Instead, we 
absorbed the sophistication of 
the regal surroundings and 
danced the night away in 
style. It was a fitting end to a 

fabulous year: we wish our Year 13 students all the very best for the future and hope they achieve the success and 
happiness they deserve. 

Notifiable Illnesses 

If your child is diagnosed with chickenpox, shingles or measles please could you inform the school 
as soon as possible. 
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Friends of Conyers 
Friends of Conyers is run by parents and teachers working closely together to raise 
money by organising various events to support our children/students, to provide extra 
funding to departments. 

This extra money enables the departments to buy additional equipment and materials 
that otherwise would be unachievable. 

This year we received bids from various school departments for extra funding, and the committee decided to 
financially support the following bids: 

 Drama/Production won a bid for head microphones 

 Science will be supported in the Bloodhound Project 

 Library will be supported to start the Arts Award 

 And there will be prizes for the Unsung Heroes of Conyers. 

Fundraising Events that we have organised in the past include: 

Christmas Fayre 

This is our biggest fundraising event of the year.  Packed full of fun.  We have Santa’s Grotto, our School Choir and 
Orchestra perform Christmas Carols and the hall is packed with exciting stalls offering all manner of seasonal gifts 
and produce. 

We also provide refreshments on the evening. 

100 Club 

Our 100 Club runs from January – December every year.  Each month 3 numbers are pulled out of the draw.  All 
parents will be notified monthly of the winning numbers and cheques are sent out to the winners. 

Parents can join this fundraising event for only £24 for the whole year. 

Y7 School Disco 

This event runs every year and Friends of Conyers provides the Disco Entertainer for the night and sells hot dogs, 
burgers, crisps, sweets and drinks to the students.  

Help your Child with Homework 

On this event Friends of Conyers is providing wine, cheese, tea and coffee to encourage parents to join us. 

Our next project is to set up an Online Directory where parents can advertise their businesses on the school’s 
website to support our local community. 

Humanities 
The Humanities team have worked harder than ever to ensure our students achieve their potential academically as 
well as providing the vast array of ‘enrichment’ activities that engage students to ensure they both achieve and 
enjoy learning.  A special congratulations to all three new 
members of the Humanities teaching team who have settled well 
at Conyers in their first year and they have all secured a 
leadership position within Conyers next year. 

Over February Half Term, forty GCSE Geography Students went 
off on an exciting visit to Iceland.  It was a whistle stop tour jam 
packed with a range of activities.  On arrival in Reykjavik students 
were met with light snow fall.  Over night it gradually got thicker 
and by the next morning the snow was a foot deep with a 
temperature of -7᷾℃ and a wind chill of -14℃. A true winter 
wonderland!  On our first day we travelled to the Golden Circle 
and Thingvellir National Park taking in the Gulfoss Waterfall and 
the Geysir Area.  It was a tricky walk to the waterfall with more 
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snowfall adding to the already knee-deep snow, but it was worth the struggle as the view was truly spectacular.  
Tuesday we went to the magnificent surroundings of Europe’s largest glacier, Vatnajokull and the Jokulsarlon glacier 
lagoon.  It was amazing, with the icebergs an unnatural bright vivid blue.  We also called at the Seljalandsfoss 
waterfall, one of the only waterfalls in Iceland that you are able to walk behind.  On our final day we visited the 
Eyjafjallajökull visitors centre, which is a family-run exhibition giving a personal look at what it's like to live at the 
base of a volcano and how they dealt with the 2010 eruption. In addition, we went to Skogafoss waterfall, which is 
one of Iceland’s most famous waterfalls, with its legends of petrified trolls overlooking the falls, and the mud pools 
and steam vents of Gunnuhver.  They were incredibly smelly and made some of us feel very sick!  To finish our epic 
tour we relaxed in the stunning Blue Lagoon, a naturally heated spa.  This was a fantastic five days, filled with 
blizzards, snow, lost cameras, heroes and most importantly great memories. 

The Geography department has continued to enhance the student experience and offer various opportunities to 
take learning out of the classroom.  Most recently, 72 Year 9 students had their first taste of GCSE Fieldwork on a trip 
to Saltburn to look at the impact of tourism on the area.  Students were accompanied by Mr Pickering, Miss Dixon, 
Mrs Walker and Mrs Adam and showed exemplary conduct on the day.  The competitive spirit was released at the 
end of the day when students were set the annual beach challenge which involves making a world map using only 
material found on the beach. 

Year 10 students have been working hard on their controlled assessment during the summer term, after a series of 
successful, if a little wet, days in the North York Moors looking at the changing characteristics of river landscapes.  
The students demonstrated excellent teamwork skills and it was a very enjoyable experience for all.  

Key Stage 5 are to be congratulated for completing their summer exams, for some the end of a journey of discovery, 
enjoyment and exceptional hard work.  Luckily, students have taken part in a series of visits to further their 
understanding of topics on the course.  Students have completed both river and sand dune studies in Osmotherley 
and Seaton Carew respectively, along with a visit to Scarborough to look at coastal defence and Gresham to look at 
issues of urban decline.  We wish our students well in their future pursuits.  

In History, a group of highly able Year 9 students flexed their teaching prowess this term when they delivered a high 
impact lesson on Chamberlain’s policy of Appeasement.  The students independently learned the complex GCSE 
level content and then designed a lesson which they delivered confidently to a classroom full of teachers and senior 
Executive Team members.  The students rose to the challenge set before them and worked in groups to deliver a 
range of engaging tasks and activities for the staff, many of whom were left with some tips for their own practice 
after well and truly experiencing the ‘shoe on the other foot’ treatment.  We are in no doubts within the History 
department that this experience gave our most able young minds a rare opportunity to really challenge their own 
approach to independent learning, whilst also tasking them with a public speaking/delivery role - the likes of which 
would be too much for some adults.  Well done Year 9 - OfSTED would be proud, an outstanding lesson! 

History Battlefields Trip (October 2015); we are eagerly 
awaiting our second visit to the Battlefields of Belgium and 
France at the start of the next academic year (October).  A full 
coach of students will be travelling with the history 
department to experience a 4-day visit to one of the most 
thought provoking and important sites of 20th C. European 
History.  The battlefields of WW2, which saw over 8.7 million 
men from the Empire serving at some point over the 4 years, 
is a site that resonates deeply within the fabric of our whole 
community and is always a poignant experience for staff and 
students alike.  

Year 7 RE students have recently been learning about 
inspirational people and had the opportunity to meet local 
inspiration Gram Seed. Students had been learning about his 

turbulent life in lessons and recently Gram came into visit for a question and answer session.  This session allowed 
students to ask Gram some gruelling and heartfelt questions.  Students are now completing projects linked to 
inspirational people, which has this year seen some very creative responses from videos to clay models of Gram 
Seed.  

Students in Year 8 have studied a range of challenging units this year which have developed their ability to 
empathise, through investigation the evil and suffering in the world, Human Rights, Wealth and Poverty.  Students 
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have recently been working in groups to research and promote the work of Christian charities such as Christian Aid.  
This year has also seen Year 9 rise to the challenge of GCSE RE completing units of Believing in God and Matters of 
Life and Death.  The RE team have been particularly impressed with the maturity and effort shown by students.  

Alongside the many curriculum and specification changes being implemented Humanities are also offering a new A 
level in Government and Politics in September.  

We wish a fond farewell to Miss Natalie O’Boyle who is now training to become a qualified teacher, her 
contributions to the team were typically above and beyond and I am confident she will continue to benefit the 
students she will go on to work with.  As ever a huge thanks to Mrs Glynis Pattison who on a daily basis keeps us 
organised and does the majority of the leg work in arranging our many out of classroom experiences which students 
enjoy.  Finally I want to thank the team of Humanities teachers for all their hard work, determination and many 
hours put in to ensure our students achieve their potential. 

 

English 
Another busy year in English saw staff offering a wide range of extra-curricular revision opportunities to students 

preparing for examinations.  A Level sessions provided a study room atmosphere in which students could come and 

work with staff on areas of concern.  At GCSE we offered a free year-long weekly night school class for students 

targetting upper grades.  We also ran our creative writing club, where students who have a passion for writing could 

come and share ideas and approaches.  A large proportion of the group went on to sit the AS in creative writing and 

two students have now completed their whole A Level.  This class is targetted at students from Years 9 to 13.  Other 

events in the team this year included the annual Readathon, whereby Key Stage 3 students raised £1000 for the 

Roald Dahl Foundation by reading their own favourite books.  A big thank you to all the parents who supported us 

with this.  We also had a party for World Book Day, with quizzes and challenges and party food and drink.  And we 

supported the Learning Resource Centre in their Harry Potter Celebration Evening.  Throughout the year, we have 

offered intervention reading sessions for Year 7s during tutorial period.  These have been run by Mrs Whittingham 

and have targetted reigniting interest by offering access 

to exclusive resources.  At A Level, we took students to a 

university study day for English Language, which offered 

an excellent extension to the course whilst also preparing 

students for the coming examination.  In general, English 

has been a lead team in developing the use of iPads for 

learning.  Some excellent movies have been made and 

many apps have been employed for note-taking and idea 

development.  The access to the internet is of particular 

use to us, allowing us to download texts, use online 

dictionaries, carry out research, read models of different 

kinds of writing and use images to enhance 

presentations.  Classroom materials have been made 

available to all students via Google Drive, allowing students to check and reinforce key learning points outside of 

lessons.  At the end of this year, we say goodbye to one of our longest serving team members when Ms Mullen 

leaves us to take up a post at a school in Durham.  We wish her all the very best.  She will be greatly missed here.

School Payments 
When you are making payments for school lunches, school visits, revision guide books etc please could you use 
our online payment system www.parentpay.com and if possible, use your debit card rather than a credit card as 
the charges for school are less if debit cards are used. 

If you have misplaced your login details, passwords or have a problem paying by either of these methods, please 
contact Mrs Williams, Finance Office on finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school on 01642 792418. 

Alternatively make cheques payable to Conyers School. 
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Joanna Millan Visit 

On 23 June Year 9 students heard the witness testimony of Holocaust survivor Joanna Millan.  Joanna Millan, born 
Bela Rosenthal, was orphaned at the age of 2 and imprisoned in the Therenseinstadt concentration camp until it was 
liberated in May 1945.  Joanna spoke of the miserable 
conditions within the camps as well as the imprisonment 
and death of both her mother and her father.  However, 
amidst the heartbreak Joanna spoke of her hope for future 
generations. 

The visit by a Holocaust survivor had a transformative 
effect upon our students which is most keenly 
demonstrated by the letters that students wrote to 
Joanna.  Kelsey Alderson wrote: ‘I found your talk very 
inspirational and it was very good advice by saying we 
should always do something about something which is not 
right, which teaches me not to follow the crowd’.  Kelsey 
understood the key message that Joanna gave which is not 
to be a bystander to injustice and actively work to 
eliminate all forms of prejudice.  This moral imperative was 
also expressed by Ellis Smith who wrote: ‘I am very grateful you came as it has opened my eyes about the Holocaust 
and all the good and bad that humans can do. It taught me that the human spirit can overcome anything’.  

Joanna Millan was overwhelmed by the maturity of our Year 9 students and the level of knowledge and 
understanding they displayed during the question and answer portion of her presentation.  This was truly a once in a 
lifetime opportunity and both Conyers staff and students benefitted from the visit.  Emily Brown relates: ‘After 
studying the Holocaust during my History lessons, I personally appreciate the time you gave to further our 
understanding.  I felt enlightened by the personal story you presented to us about your life and inspired by the 
words you spoke and the lessons you taught: to never do nothing as by doing nothing you are condoning an action.  I 
feel honoured by receiving a personal view of one of the most tragic events in history as many people will not get 
such a great insight into this event. 

Daisy Chain Project Fundraising Cheque 
Following fundraising at Conyers School a cheque was presented by Louis Heathwaite, Year 7 student, to a 
representative from the Daisy Chain Project for £508.92 on Wednesday 15 July during the Year 7 end of year 
assembly.  £156.88 of the money was raised by Louis Heathwaite, whose younger brother Tyler attends Daisy Chain. 

Since January 2015 students have raised a grand total of £5,523.83.  This money has gone towards various charities 
including Daisy Chain, Help for Heroes, Zoe's Place, Great North Air Ambulance and a host of cancer related charities. 

The school also had a very successful Red Nose Day.  After weeks of fundraising in the lead up to Red Nose Day on 
Friday, 13 March 2015 both students and staff donated generously raising more than £1000. 

Conyers’ students from across all the year groups took the initiative and organised raffles, cake bake sales, sponge 
throws and football tournaments to raise money for those less fortunate than themselves. 

 
Schoolcomms 

There may be times throughout the school year when we need to contact parents via Schoolcomms text 
messages. The Schoolcomms mobile text service only allows us to use 160 characters per text message, 
therefore some abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be used. Please could parents save the 
school’s Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so when future messages are received from the 
school they know that the school has sent them.  The Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114. 

If you wish to be sent messages, please ensure that we have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

Also, please add the Schoolcomms email address, SC8084023a@schoolcomms.com to your ‘safe  
senders’ list. 
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The Big Bang @ Conyers 
From supersonic cars to CSI scenes, circus skills to pyrotechnics  our students saw how science really can come to life 
in the most unusual of places… 

On 2 and 3 July the whole school spent two exciting days engaged 
in a range of science activities during the Conyers Science 
Festival.  The aim of the festival was to extend the students’ 
science experience and to hopefully raise their awareness of the 
range of exciting careers available in science.  

As one student from our fabulous Year 9 group said when 
interviewed live on BBC Radio Tees, the idea of a car going at 
1000mph is “mental”.  This is just what our students and staff got 
to experience in the Bloodhound supersonic car, currently being 
developed to break the land speed record and reach 1000mph; 
hopefully to become a reality in 2016 when testing starts in South 
Africa!  The students learnt about the engineering that goes into 
developing the car; it takes the engineering skills of formula 1 and aerospace experts to develop a car containing a 
jet from a Typhoon fighter, a rocket hotter than a volcano and wheels that turn 170 times per second.  Students then 
had the opportunity to design and test their own cars.  The Bloodhound ambassadors were very impressed by the 
engagement and enthusiasm shown by our students.  

 

Dr Ken entertained the students by explain the science that goes into Circus Skills, it is important that a clown knows 
the correct force to apply when sticking a custard pie in somebody’s face.  

Students learnt about the complex science that goes into firework displays, it was an explosive learning experience 
and the loud bangs could be heard around school. It was quite apt that our festival was named the Big Bang @ 
Conyers.  
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Year 10 students had a Classroom Medics workshop when they had 
a chance to explore the technology that goes into medical 
diagnoses and treatments. Even the coolest of students were 
fascinated by using an ultrasound to see their own heartbeat. 
Students got to try a range of techniques from keyhole surgery 
devices to learning how to take blood.  

Year 10 also had a Science Careers Fair where they had the 
opportunity to interview ambassadors from local business who 
kindly gave up their time to discuss the use of science in their jobs.  

Year 7 students had the unique opportunity to handle moon rocks 
that were brought back to Earth by NASA astronauts. They also had 
the opportunity to hold a 4.5 billion year old meterorite, they were amazed by how heavy it was, no wonder they 

cause so much  damage when they hit Earth.  Year 7 were also 
entertained by a science demo from John Kilkoyne of 
Sunderland University and Braniac.  They were intrigued by 
what happens when a banana is placed in liquid nitrogen. 

There were so many exciting opportunities in the science 
workshops for students from dissecting eyeballs to making 
their own slime. 

Students enjoyed making cheesecake in their food science 
session, propeller powered cars in their technology sessions 
and testing their athletic prowess in the sports science session. 
They also had the opportunity to learn about astronomy in the 
Star Lab planetarium and take part in an eco challenge.  We 
were lucky enough to have representatives in school from 
Teesside and Newcastle universities delivering activities 

ranging from extracting DNA from strawberries to using Forensic science to analyse a crime scene. 

Students and staff had a wonderful experience and the science department are very grateful to everybody who 
made the Science Festival possible. 
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Maths 
Stockton Maths Contest Winners 
This term has seen Year 7 students take part in a Stockton-on-Tees Sumdog contest for the first time.  Eight classes 
from Conyers made it onto the top 10 leader board with 7X1 the overall winners of the competition achieving an 
average score of 640 correct answers each. 

On the individual score board Conyers students were also dominant with seven of our students in the top 10 and a 
massive well done to Yusif Al-Shawk in top spot with an amazing 987 correct answers out of 1000.  WOW! 

Congratulations must also be given to 7DP who won the first inter-form maths challenge, where students worked 
together to solve puzzles and number problems. 

All the students who took part in both competitions, thoroughly enjoyed the challenges set and hopefully improved 
their maths too!  Students can log on to Sumdog anytime to help improve their skills but watch out for the next 
competition to be launched soon. 

Making Maths in Manchester 
We had the opportunity to arrive to ‘Making Maths at Manchester’ the day before which we did.  We were glad we 
did this as it allowed us to make friends with others that also chose to arrive a day early.  This allowed us to take 
time to stop in the city centre before arriving at Richmond Park (the hall we stayed in).  Steven Brooks the organiser 
brought us all together that night and we had pizza and did a ‘fun’ maths quiz.  On the following day, we had 
breakfast in the halls time then we got a bus to the Maths School to start at 11 a.m. 

We were randomly put into groups of 4 or 5 - again giving us the chance to meet new people.  Different groups were 
allocated different difficult maths problems.  Throughout the course of the two days we were given the time to work 
through the problems, prepare a presentation showing the other groups the progress we’d made over two days.  We 
also had the opportunity to listen to interesting mathematicians.  We finished off the two days with a question and 
answer session with the staff responsible for creating the problems. 

On the Monday evening, after dinner, we had the opportunity to go to the Trafford Centre, to spend the evening 
however we wished.  We decided to go shopping, others decided to do other activities such as bowling or dodgems. 

To anyone who is given this opportunity or is considering studying Maths at a higher level, we would highly 
recommend this experience as it was challenging yet enjoyable, giving us an insight to university life and maths in 
the real world! 

Kate Springhall, Anna Warburton and Morven Szulc 

Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  
The new, free, School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
 Receive instant notification of messages 
 Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
 No charge for sending replies back to the school 
 Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
 Secure and reliable 
 Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing the 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 

The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 
Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 
Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
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Careers 
The Careers department have had a busy term; firstly a team of 
enthusiastic Year 9s took part in the STEM championships at 
Middlesbrough College.  The team participated in two activities, a 
problem solving round completing various tasks and a knowledge 
team answering university challenge questions around STEM 
subjects.  All students did very well and got through to the semi-
final, with the problem solving team winning their quarter final 
round building a bridge out of paper that held 3kg, and the 
knowledge team destroying their opposition with their maths 

knowledge.  Well done!  

During the science fair 
all year ten students 
got to speak to various 
employers from a wide range of businesses, including GlaxoSmithKline, 
Jacobs and Cummins.  They spoke about the different careers that are 
available within STEM and how you can be successful in these fields.  
Year 10 got to speak to past students currently completing their 
apprenticeships as well as mechanical and pharmaceutical engineers.  
Well done for asking some very interesting questions. 

 

 

Work Shadowing for Year 11 
As mentioned in the Schoolcomms announcement to Year 10 parents; on 9 October Year 11 students will hopefully 
be taking part in a work shadowing afternoon.  This will involve students shadowing the work of their parents, carers 
or a family friend for an afternoon to get an insight into how the workplace functions.  

This afternoon will allow students to build on the knowledge gained from the workshop activities, involving local 
employers, taking place on that morning.  We are looking for students to gain an understanding of what is required 
from employees, how the working day operates and skills that are needed to be successful at work.  This is so 
students can create a realistic action plan as they move towards making a decision about their post 16 options.  If 
you have any questions please get in touch by emailing jcroft@conyers.org.uk. 

Business and Economics – Computing and ICT 
ICAEW Business Competition 
A group of six Year 10 students took part in the annual Institute of Chartered Accountants for England and Wales 
(ICAEW) business competition at Stockton Sixth Form College on the 3 June 2015. 

The group performed extremely well in the business simulation, during which students have to take on certain roles 
and make decisions and judgements according to certain situations that may arise, generating many excellent ideas.  
Their presentation was of a very high standard; crisp clear and concise, but unfortunately the team was pipped at 
the post by an outstanding team from Red House School in Norton.  A thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile day! 

Hello and Goodbye 
We have said goodbye to Miss Green and are about to say goodbye to Mr Hook, both moving on to follow their 
passion of helping students to love ICT and Computing.  We have welcomed Mrs Kember-Lee whose enthusiasm for 
making computing fun knows no bounds. 
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STEM 
Our Year 8 and 9 girls attended a meeting of the STEMettes an organisation that aims to show the next generation 
that girls do Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths too.  The girls took part in a range of activities from 
learning about forces through the medium of dance, to writing their own web pages via the process of learning 
about the future of 3D printing. 

We would love to hear from any women out there who are working in the STEM industries who could spare a little 
time to be interviewed by our girls to find out just what makes a girl love STEM subjects and why they are good 
subjects to study. 

CREATIVE ARTS 
It’s been a very busy, exciting and fabulous year for Creative Arts, with regular theatre trips, gallery visits to London 
and to the CCAD summer shows, music concerts in all the feeder primary schools and the new exciting band and 
choir music tour of Paris.  The food department are challenging students with 1 hour recipes and cooking skills are 
improving.  The students enjoyed the visit to the Quorn 
factory, learning food processing which will support their 
knowledge for GCSE.  We hope this enrichment has added an 
extra and interesting dimension to the curriculum as the staff 
enjoy building relationships, helping students achieve their 
best. 

This last term has seen the hard work of staff and students 
come together for the GCSE and A Level exams.  All students 
worked extremely hard, producing some outstanding work.  
The Summer Concert, Art Exhibition for A level and GCSE 
students and the A Level Theatre Studies performances were 
wonderful evenings attended by parents, students and visitors 
to celebrate the exceptional quality of work and we wish the students the best of luck for their results.  A parent 
quoted, ‘the work improves every year and I don’t know how you all do it.’ 

Our Band and Choir went on a Music Tour in Paris, which saw them performing in Parc Montsouris, Square Jean XXIII 
just behind Notre Dame and Disneyland.  The performances were truly magnificent and the band and choir excelled 

themselves.  They sounded fantastic and attracted quite a crowd.  
The whole experience, from setting up, the sound checks and the 
performances were something none of us will ever forget.  It can 
only be described as truly magical in a very Disney way. 

The Year 6 Induction day was a fun filled day where students were 
given the opportunity to take part in Art, Food and drama lessons 
to help them in their transition from Primary School.  All students 
produced a personalised T-shirt and enjoyed their challenging 
sessions and getting to know their tutor group. 

The audition process for ‘Peter Pan’, which is our much 
anticipated School Production, will begin in September and we are 
all excited to begin rehearsals.  ‘Peter Pan’ takes place on 
November 18, 19 and 20 at Arc in Stockton, tickets are £7 and will 

be on sale from school. 

I would like to thank all of the Creative Arts Staff for their consistent energy and hard work, going that extra mile to 
provide our students with support and some amazing experiences.  I would also like to wish Mrs Dickinson the best 
of luck on her maternity leave from September and look forward to seeing her and the baby.  

I would like to thank Mr Myers and wish him the best of luck on his new adventure as he is sadly leaving Creative 
Arts.  We will miss him as we have enjoyed him being part of our team and his dedication to his role as a Sixth Form 
tutor, A level film studies and drama teacher.  
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Summer Concert 
It has been an incredibly busy and musical end to the year! After 
months of hard work and rehearsals, we began July with our 
annual summer concert at The Baptist Tabernacle in Stockton.  It 
was a wonderful event with fantastic performances from the 
School Band, School Choir, Jazz Band, soloists and student 
ensembles.  In addition, younger pupils from our local Primary 
Schools impressed us with their own performances with their 
Conyers ‘Go Music’ teachers.  The evening was enjoyed by all and 

we are very 
proud of all 
our young 
musicians 
who 
performed.  
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Concerts 
It was our pleasure to visit Yarm, Kirklevington and Layfield Primary Schools in July to perform for staff and children.  
Encouraging young children to take an interest in learning an instrument or singing is so important, and we hope 
that we provided some inspiration and food for thought on these days.  The schools were delighted by performances 
by the band and some demonstrations of different orchestral instruments.  From their enthusiastic singing, we were 
in no doubt that the children’s favourite performance was ‘Highlights from Frozen’!  We look forward to welcoming 
the Year 6 students from these schools to Conyers in September. 

Tour 
A few days after our summer concert, around 50 students and staff travelled to Paris for the first Conyers Music 
Department Tour!  What a wonderful opportunity for our young instrumentalists and singers – performances were 
given at Notre Dame, Parc Mont Souris and, the highlight of the tour 
for many, Euro Disney!  Performing in Disneyland is very competitive 
and a high standard is demanded.  As seen in the photograph, we 
had the privilege of performing on the main ‘castle stage’ and gave a 
stunning performance.  The students had a wonderful time; it was 
such a success that the tour is set to become a regular event in the 
future.  Again, well done to all of the students and staff involved! 

Dates for your diary 

Celebration of Achievement Evening – Thursday 24 September 2015 

School Show – Wednesday 18 – Friday 20 November 2015 

Carol Service – Tuesday 15 December 2016 

Summer Concert – Wednesday 6 July 2016 (TBC) 

 

  



Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

Author Curtis Jobling visits Stockton 
Author, illustrator and animator, Curtis Jobling, recently visited The Queen Alexandra Auditorium at Yarm School as 
part of the Crossing the Tees festival organized by 
Stockton, Middlesbrough and Darlington libraries. 
Students from Conyers, alongside other schools across 
the borough, listened whilst Curtis talked about some of 
the work he has done including his successful Werewold 
series, which features young werewolf Drew Ferren and 
his adventures as he battles werecreatures. 
Curtis, also well known as creator of Bob the Builder, 
explained how he created the character and 
demonstrated to the audience his drawings. 
Students then had the chance to chat to him whilst he 
signed and dedicated books. 
 

Lipstick Library Event! 
Recently, a group of eager reading girls from school attended 
an exclusive ‘Girls Only’ event, hosted by Stockton Central 
Library as part of the Crossing the Tees Festival. 
The guest speaker for the evening was bestselling author, 
Bea Davenport, who spoke about her recently published 
book “The Serpent House”, as well as her life and career as a 
writer.  Other activities included, crafts, nail painting, hair 
braiding, temporary and henna tattooing , mini makeovers 
from The Body Shop, as well as a free goodie bag to take 
away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Book Clubs Unite for Children’s Book Week   
Members of our Year 7 Book Club, 
celebrated their love of reading, during 
Children’s Book Week when they 
attended a reading group rewards day 
at the newly opened  Billingham 
Library.  Students from Conyers School, 
Northfield School, The Grangefield 
Academy and St Michael’s Catholic 
Academy , who had all taken part in 
reading the same  collection of books , 
provided by the literacy charity 
Booktrust, came together to discuss 
their favourite books from the 
collection before voting on the winning 
title.  During the day they also had a 
chance to meet local published author 
and councillor Lauriane Povey, as well as participating in other activites. 
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Student Librarian Awards 
2015 
On Thursday 23 April, Conyers students and their 
parents celebrated the 16th Annual Student 
Librarian Awards Ceremony held at Acklam Grange 
School. 
This year eight students completed the 
intermediate level whilst another eight achieved 
the advanced level.  All our students were 
presented with their certificates by the author of 
the popular series  ‘Scream Street’  Tommy 
Donbavand.  
 
 
 
 
 

MFL 
The year kicked off with a bang with Conyers celebrating 
the ‘European Week of Languages.’  Students enjoyed 
sampling a variety of meals from around the world in Big 
Cook and Little Cook all week, language assemblies and 
afternoon tutorials, culminating in a celebration of 
languages with a visit from La Petite Crêperie and 
language competitions.  We were also fortunate enough 
to have a visit from two Middlesbrough football players, 
who spoke to Year 9 about the importance of language 
learning and where and how a second language has 
helped them.  Students were keen to hear from them, 
and of course get that all important selfie and autograph!  
Our language trips continue to grow and this year, three 
different Year 8 trips enjoyed huge success (please read 

all about them below) as well as visits to the Festival of 
International Culture, and a Year 13 visit to Paris for their A-level 
cultural project.  Conyers MFL continue to work very closely with 
our feeder primary schools and Miss Dent has enjoyed working 
with all local primaries this year.  This culminated in a Primary 
Language Festival in which all local primary schools visited Conyers 
to enjoy our French café and language taster sessions.  Students 
have worked exceptionally hard all year, enjoyed great success and 
had fun with their language learning.  We look forward to next year 
– follow our adventures on Twitter @conyersmfl and receive more 
detail on our recent Year 8 trips by taking a look at our blogs on the 
website. 
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Paris 
What a trip!  Year 8 enjoyed a fantastic week in Paris in the penultimate week 
of term.   

Day One saw a brief but sunny visit to Boulogne followed by our arrival at our 
hotel in Paris; but it was our first full day in Paris that we were really looking 
forward to, and we certainly packed lots in!  A boat trip on the Seine, a 
sightseeing bus tour, lunch in the gardens at the Louvre, a visit to the Sacre 
Coeur, shopping in Montmartre, dinner in a French restaurant and then a trip 
to the top of the Tour Montparnasse for breath taking views of the Paris skyline 
– what a day!   

You would think we would have been exhausted after such an itinerary, but we 
were raring to go the following day, enjoying a tour of and spending time in the 
gardens at Château Fontainebleau.  Somehow we also managed to find the 
energy within us (Mrs Pattison certainly did!) for some shopping in one of 

Europe’s largest shopping centres, 
before enjoying an evening meal 
and writing postcards in French to 
send back home.   

The final day of our trip was our much anticipated visit to Disneyland.  
The highlight was not seeing Mrs Houchen and Mr Livesey being tricked 
onto scary rollercoasters, but all students gathering at the castle to watch 
Conyers Band and Choir perform.  What a privilege and such a huge 
moment of pride.  The performance was absolutely magical.  Rides 
experienced, parade watched and Minnie Mouse ears purchased, we 
returned back to our hotel to pack for our return to England.   

The trip was great fun; students impressed with their use of French and 
enjoyed a fantastic cultural experience.  Many thanks to all staff involved 
who made this trip possible. 

 

Normandy 
Thirty-six Year 8 pupils set off for Normandy late last Sunday afternoon and returned late Friday night after enjoying 
four days of fantastic activities.  All students jumped in with both feet on 
the first day trying outdoor rock climbing and kayaking.  Both activities 
pushed students out of their comfort zones and teachers were really 
impressed with how well they worked in teams and trusted their peers.  

Matthew Williams even belayed Miss 
Dent up to the top of a climb.  Kayaking 
was great fun with students playing 
survival games and racing in the water.   

The following day we headed off to 
Bayeux for some shopping then students 
took part in high ropes, fencing and 
archery.  Many students even triumphed fears of heights!   

On Thursday we travelled to a nearby traditional French market town and ate in a 
Moroccan restaurant which students loved and we spent our final evening at the 
beach.  A jam packed week filled with new experiences! 
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Strasbourg 
Forty-two Year 8 students took the long trip to Strasbourg to experience French and a little bit of German culture.  
Our first day there was challenging as the temperature climbed to 38 degrees.  Luckily our boat tour of the 
Strasbourg waterways was air-conditioned.  
Students were given the chance for some 
retail therapy while staff compared the 
relative merits of air conditioning systems in 
the shops.  Once the temperature dropped, 
we took the opportunity to walk over the 
Friendship Bridge into Germany and view the 
Rhine. 

Our second day took us to Haut Königsberg 
castle for a guided tour and amazing views 
over towards the Black Forest.  Just down the 
mountain we found the mountain of 
monkeys.  Our students were able to get up 
close to the Barbary monkeys and feed them 
out of their hands.  We completed the day 
with a trip to nearby Colmar, an amazing 
medieval town which has never been 
destroyed by war.  The Crepe stands did a 
roaring trade with our students. 

Our final day saw great excitement as we headed off towards Europa Park.  Students were stunned by the sheer 
scale of this theme park and its exciting rides.  The park is arranged into different country areas and everything is 
themed to that country, including the food and shops.  It was certainly a great hit with our students, even if some 
staff preferred the sedate pleasure of sitting at the meeting point café for much of the day. 

Another successful trip and here’s looking forward to Strasbourg 2016. 

 

Parkrun 
On Saturday 11 July Conyers School participated in our very first ParkRun.  The group consisted of thirteen Year 7 

Students and one Year 10 Student Leader (along 

with Mr Rance and Mr Skerry).  Conyers where 

announced at beginning of the race as new 

attenders.  The ParkRun is a weekly 5km run that 

is open for all, which is fortunate for Mr Rance 

who appeared to need oxygen at the finish line.  

All students represented Conyers proudly and 

had times ranging from 24 to 36 minutes for 

running the course.  Whether students finished 

1st or last all students thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience and look forward to participating in 

the event when we participate again in 

September.  
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Calendar Dates 
Thursday 16 July, 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 13 August A Level exam results 

Thursday 20 August GCSE exam results 

Thursday 27 August, 9.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. Sixth Form enrolment 

Monday 31 August Bank Holiday, school closed 

Tuesday 1 September Staff Preparation Day 

Wednesday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Year 7-11 students return after the summer holidays 

Wednesday 2 September 9.00 a.m. Year 12 Assembly followed by tutor time 
10.00 a.m. Year 13 Assembly followed by tutor time 

Thursday 3 September, 8.55 a.m. Sixth Form students start subject lessons 

Thursday 24 September, 7.30 p.m. Celebration of Achievement Evening at The Baptisit 
Tabernacle, Stockton 

Tuesday 29 September, 6.00 - 8.00 p.m. Year 6 Open Evening 

Wednesday 21 October, 3.40 p.m. students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 2 November, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 18 - 20 November Peter Pan at Arc, Stockton 

Tuesday 15 December, 7.30 p.m. Carol Service, Yarm Parish Church 

Friday 18 December, 2.30 p.m. School closes for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2016  

Monday 4 January, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Friday 12 February, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 22 February, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Thursday 24 March, 3.40 p.m. School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 11 April, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Monday 2 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Friday 27 May, 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 6 June, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 6 July Summer Concert at The Baptist Tabernacle, Stockton 
(tbc) 

Friday 15 July, 2.40 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 1 September Staff Preparation Day 

Friday 2 September, 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

  

Medication 

Please note that medication cannot under any circumstances be given to students without written 
permission from a parent, due to Health and Safety regulations.  If you intend to send your child to school 
with medication, due to the Department for Education’s standard guidelines, all student medication must be 
in its original packaging bearing the prescribers instructions.  This includes antihistamines, paracetamol and 
all generic painkillers. 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to 
contact our Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk


Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance  ●  Perseverando  ●  Through Perseverance 

PE Department 
Athletics 

The league season proved tough for the Conyers teams, with only the Year 9 and 10 girls 
qualifying for the Stockton Schools Athletics finals.  All girls who took part gave great 
performances finishing fourth overall.  There was, however, a number of individuals 
competing very well, breaking lots of school records along the way!  A big well done to 
Daniel Nixon and Matthew Bailey for competing at National finals this year held in Gateshead and televised live on 
Sky Sports.  Well done, an excellent season. 

Tennis 

The under 15 girls qualified for the Tennis Regional League finals but unfortunately were beaten and therefore, 
finished second.  A great seasonal performance from Ameila Burns, Sophie Huggins, Lauren Perley and Kari Roberts.  

The under 13 table tennis girls proved their worth again by qualifying for the 
youth game.  We needed to beat four other teams across the Tees Valley and 
the girls won overall.  Another excellent performance by Kelsey Bradley, 
Madeline Dunn, Sophie McDonald and Lily Williams. 

A very good season for the boys tennis teams.  The under 13 team finished 
with good wins against Red House and Polam Hall, but unfortunately lost to 
Manor.  The under 15 team continued their fantastic form with wins against 
Red House to win the Stockton League putting them into the regional round 
against Barnard Castle resulting in securing the Durham and Cleveland League 
title.  Another great team win against Barnard Castle meant they then went 
on to play Southmoor in the northern section of the national knock-out Aegon 
Championship competition, just losing out 2-4.  A great experience and well 
done to Nathaniel Cornforth, Ben Dodds, Robert  Hillier and Arya Kamyab. 

Water Sports Activity 

Year 10 eagerly departed Conyers at 12.30 p.m. on the Saturday afternoon, parents waving and students excited 
with the prospect of a week with their friends and water sports activities. 

After arriving to La Rive campsite just outside 
Bordeaux, it was breakfast, unpack and then 
straight to the first activity.  Students learnt a 
range of new skills such as paddle boarding, 
sailing, wind surfing and kayaking.  Their time 
was also spent mountain biking, taking part in 
team cohesion games and a water park visit 
meant they had copious amounts of fun! 

Students hardly had time to relax as there were 
many night time activities, one in particular was a 
beach challenge, with students working together 
running through the lake, digging holes, and 
completing relay games which included 
commando rolls, nappy races and hard running.  
All students thoroughly enjoyed themselves with 
lots of sand, water and sweat at the end of the 
challenge.  A particular student stood out whilst taking part in this challenge and that was Bailey Fenwick - his 
triathlon skills came in useful! 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the 
latest fixtures and results 
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As well as students being on the water there was plenty of time for them to enjoy French crepes, waffles, beach 
volleyball, football and the campsite swimming pool.  With temperatures soaring to 44 degrees by the Friday, the 
relaxing aspect was certainly needed. 

A wonderful experience for staff and students alike, with a highly enjoyable and physically challenging week - well 
done Year 10! 

PE Honours List 

Jasmin Clark, Finn Cousin-Dawson, Matthew Drake, Rebecca Hudson, Oliver Ketteringham, Jonathan Krakue, Emily  
McGhee, Nicole Parker, Daniel Payne, Luke Pettit, Olivia Smith, Cameron Spence have all represented the District in 
athletics with Finn Cousin-Dawson, Rebecca Hudson, Daniel Nixon, representing the County. 

Owen Huggins representing the District and Alfie Bartley, James English, James Hewling, Fin Montgomery, Daniel 
Payne the County in cricket. 

Daniel Brown, Finn Cousin-Dawson, Ben Cummins, Ryan Johnson, Oliver Ketteringham, Shoaib Khan, Brandon 
Morrison, Joe Rogers, Oliver Wilson, Nathan Wood Gordon have all represented the District in football with Jordan 
and Kelsie Moore representing the County. 

Tennis District representatives were Amelia Burns, Sophie Huggins, Lauren Perley, Kari Roberts. 

Tilley Blanchard represents the County in archery, Luke Pettit in cross-country, Ellen Robson in golf and was also 
County Development Female Golf Player of the Year 2014, Joe Sawden in rugby, Leah Robinson in swimming and 
Sophie McDonald in table tennis. 

Georgia Lane has performed at National level in gymnastics tumbling, Lauren Perley in karate and Niamh McDonagh 
swimming. 

Kelsey Bradley, Madeline Dunn, Sophie McDonald, Lily Williams table tennis team were under 13 National finalists. 

Dan Nixon has attained the English Schools qualifying distance for hammer. 

The under 15 tennis team, Nathaniel Cornforth, Ben Dodds, Robert Hillier, Arya Kamyab won the Durham and 
Cleveland Championships. 

New school records were achieved by: 

Daniel Nixon for Hammer – 54.28m,  

Jasmin Clark for 200m – 27.6, 300m – 43.6, Hurdles – 12.2 and  

Luke Pettit for 3000m – 10.13.4.  

Conyers Teams 

Year 7 boys won Year 7 Sportshall Athletics and Stockton Schools Athletics Championships, Year 8 boys won Stockton 
Schools Athletics Championships and Sportshall Athletics, Year 11 boys won Year 11 Stockton Schools District Cup 
and Cleveland Schools Football Association, Under 15 boys were winners of Durham and Cleveland School Tennis 
Championships U15 and the U16 Girls won the Under 16 Cleveland Schools Football 
Association.



 

 

Go Sport Conyers Gymnastic Competition 

On Thursday 26 March 2015, Go Sport Conyers held their very first gymnastics competition.  It was well attended by 
42 children aged 5-16 years, who currently attend the evening gymnastics classes held at the Conyers site, and 100 
proud friends and family, cheering them on.  The gymnasts took part in both floor and vault apparatus and their 
combined scores determined placings in the various age groups. 
It was fabulous to see so many of the local community enjoying the facilities at Conyers as well as being impressed 
by the standard of the gymnasts taking part in the competition.  
1st, 2nd and 3rd medals awarded to the following children: 

Y1 & 2 
1st – Nina Gill 

2nd – Jessica Hutchinson 
3rd – Poppy Rafferty 

Y3 & 4 
1st – Kate Banks 

2nd – Jessica Wilcock 
3rd – Simone Sharma 

Y5 & 6 
1st – Alexa Graham 

2nd – Isabelle Drummond 
3rd – Nieve Dunning 

Y7, above & advanced class 
1st – Steph Short 
2nd – Holly Marsh 
3rd – Ellie Crinnion 

********************************************************************************** 

Are you a coach or do you belong to a sporting club looking for weekend 
premises?  

We can currently offer the school Gym for hire  
Saturday and Sunday 

This facility is 13m x 23m 

with a sprung floor and sound system. 
Ideal for martial arts, dance or fitness sessions 

 Our facilities are available all year round, including school holidays, evenings and weekends.  
We only close during the Christmas period 

 Uniformed, friendly, first aid trained and DBS cleared staff  

 Very competitive rates  

 On-site parking 

 Dining hall for refreshments 
 

Call the Go Sport Manager, Dee Carter for details and to arrange viewing of our premises 
Tel: 01642 790296 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sports Days 
With Joanne Swash and Lisa Bosomworth 

Gymnastics / Trampoline / Street Dance 

All abilities welcome 

Thursday 30 July  /  Friday 21 August 

9.30am – 3pm 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 

Age 6 – 12 years 

Full Day - £20 per day (packed lunch required) 

Half Day - £10 per day 

Booking essential  

To book a place please contact 

Jo – 07507861905 / joswash@sky.com 

DF coaching  
Holiday Sports Clubs 

If you’re not abroad, come on board – the best place 
to play sport all summer 

Monday 27 July – Friday 31 July 
Monday 3 August – Friday 7 August 

Monday 10 August – Friday 14 August 
Monday 17 August – Friday 21 August 
Tuesday 24 August – Friday 28 August 

10am – 3pm (wrap around care £3 extra per day) 

Age 4 – 13 years 

£12 –per day / £50 –per week  
£95 – 2 weeks / £140 – 3 weeks  

£185 – 4 weeks / £200 for 5 full weeks 
Discounts available for siblings 

 

To book a place contact Dan Fowler – 07947740136 
or  

danny@dfcoaching.co.uk 

Gymnastics Camp 

With Glenn Smith 

Fun days of gymnastics for all abilities 

20 / 21/ 27 /28 July 

9am – 2pm 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 

Age 5 years + 

£15 per day (packed lunch required) 

Booking essential 

To book a place please contact 

Glenn Smith - 07988895618 

SUMMER HOLIDAY FUN 
AT  

GO SPORT CONYERS 

 

 

 

FUN ACTIVITIES SUITABLE FOR  

BOYS AND GIRLS  

AGED 4-12 YEARS 

Go Sport Conyers School Gym 

Monday 10 August – Friday 14 August 2015 

9am – 3pm 

£10 per day or £40 for full week 

Please text Mandy on 07531138121 to book your 
place(s) 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               

Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 

Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 

Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 

mailto:sport@conyers.org.uk

