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M a y  2 0 1 3  

   CONYERS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Reminder: Students return after the summer holidays on Tuesday 3 September 8.55 a.m. 

It seems such a short time since our Easter break, however, we have managed to cram lots of hard work into this 
hectic half term.  It has been wonderful to see the students engaging with staff to ensure that they achieve their 
best.  Attendance at revision sessions has been good and students have been working well with their teachers. 

For those of you with children taking examinations this year, examination timetables should have been brought 
home and revision should be taking place on a daily basis.  If you have any concerns or queries please contact school 
and we can provide advice and support on revision matters and would be delighted to do so. 

The quality of teaching at Conyers has again received national 
recognition.  The Department for Education spent a day in school 
filming in Mrs Houchen’s French lessons and Dr Webber’s Maths 
classes to capture what they consider outstanding practice.  The 
footage will be used on the Department’s social media sites to 
promote high quality and innovative teaching.  

The Humanities Team has received a prestigious honour in that it 
has been shortlisted for the Humanities Team of the Year Award.  
Mrs O’Boyle, Mr Cochrane and Mr Winter will represent the team 
at the awards ceremony in London when they will find out if they 
have been lucky enough to win the prize.  To give you a flavour of 
why the team has been selected, below is an extract from a 

student submission which formed part of the nomination. 

The teaching is varied and things never get boring.  A range of methods are used – we often work in groups in 
Geography and debates feature prominently in RE.  In History my teacher develops variations of games like Monopoly 
to enable us to remember complex ideas such as the Stock Market Crash.  It is not just about lessons and exams 
however.  As a student leader, I have been involved in a range of extra-curricular activities related to Humanities.  I 
am a ‘Citizenship’ leader and as preparation for Focus Days, I have had to prepare and deliver presentations during 
tutorial time.  I have had to deliver a presentation on religious cohesion to my fellow students.  This is challenging 
intellectually but has also helped me grow in confidence; I feel if I can present to my peers I can present to anyone.  
Working in groups has encouraged me to become a peer mentor as part of the student leader programme and I now 
provide support for Year 7 struggling readers on a weekly basis.  We are encouraged, through our work with 
Humanities, to take a compassionate world view and therefore I have been part of a ‘clean up your community’ litter 
pick as part of a Focus Day, and assembled shoe box Christmas gifts for charities both at home and abroad. 

Dominic Simpson Year 11 

Although this half term is a very busy one, students still found time for extracurricular activities and the Leavers’ 
Concert at the Georgian Theatre in Stockton was an 
example of this.  It was a superb evening with 
memorable performances; some from those we heard 
for the last time as Conyers students and some who will 
return into Sixth Form in September.  Many 
congratulations to both staff and students; it was a very 
special evening. 

Have a lovely bank holiday – we will see you all again 
on Monday 3 June at 8.55 a.m.

Name: 

www.parentpay.com 

ParentPay is a quick efficient way of paying online for 
school lunches, art materials, school visits etc. 

If you have misplaced your login details or passwords 
please contact finance@conyers.org.uk or ring school 

on 01642 792418. 
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 Maths 

Students in Years 7 and 8 have been celebrating the results of the national Junior Maths Challenge competition.  A 
special mention must go to Max Jarvis, Dale Ettridge, Ella Hunter, Ben Campbell and Alastair Eales in Year 8 and 
Lewis Clarke and Jacob Billing in Year 7 who were all awarded Gold Certificates.  Eleven students gained Silver 
Certificates and a further twenty five were given Bronze Certificates.  

Nathaniel Cornforth and Ben Campbell have been attending maths master classes at Teesside University after 
excellent performances in the Junior Maths Challenge in 2012.  These master classes are organised by the Royal 
Institution in London.  

In Year 11, Adam Dadvar has been selected for invitation to the UK Mathematics Trust Summer School following an 
excellent performance in the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge.  The summer school is being held at Balliol 
College, Oxford at the end of August. 

Two teams of Year 9 students have passed the first stage of the 
Edgehill Mathematics Challenge.  The succesful teams were the 
'Lucky Ducks' (Rebecca Best, Katie Taylor, Serena Sani, Samantha 
Readman, Michael Walters) and the 'The Code Breakers' (Katie 
Williams, Alicia Rose, Sophie Dawes, Alexandra Serafin-Johnson, 
Amelia Flaherty).  We now 
have our fingers crossed 
for Lucky Ducks who have 
progressed to Stage 2 of 
the competition. 

Students across all year 
groups have been working 
hard to win prizes in our 

fortnightly challenges!  The winners this half term were, in Year 9: Matthew 
Sharp, Scott Marshall, Molly Tudor, Dominic Wheatley, Aaron Leigh and Tom 
Morris.  In Year 8: Alistair Eales, Chloe Walker and Sophie Huggins.  In Year 10: 
Alex Grant and Danielle Casentieri.  

Our sixth formers have been busy preparing for their A Level modules, and 
enjoyed a C2 revision trip to Teesside University.  We wish them all luck with 
their exams. 

 

 

Some of you will have received this newsletter 
by email, if you have not, and would like to, 

please send an email to sims@conyers.org.uk 

Working towards a more sustainable Conyers 

Student and Parent Helpline 

There is an option on the main telephone line and an email 
address helpline@conyers.org.uk  for you to contact our 

Student and Parent helpline if you have any concerns. 

 

Schoolcomms 
There may be times throughout the school year when we need to contact parents via Schoolcomms.  The 
Schoolcomms mobile telephone service only allows us to use 160 characters per message, therefore some 
abbreviations such as ufn (until further notice) will be used.  Please could parents save the school’s 
Schoolcomms telephone number to their phones, so when future messages are received from the school they 
know that the school has sent them. 
Schoolcomms telephone number is 01642 688114.  
If you wish to be sent messages please ensure that we have your correct email and mobile telephone details. 

mailto:helpline@conyers.org.uk
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Year 13 Great Psychology Bake Off  

I think I speak for the entire class when I say that Miss Hodgson's announcement that Mrs Spellman would be a 
judge of the Great Psychology Bake Off was swiftly brushed off as one of her jokes.  Rather like the 'My dog's got no 
nose’.  'How does he smell?'  'Terrible!'  wisecrack that frequently makes us groan with, er, laughter.  Never the less, 
on the afternoon of Wednesday 27 March, Mrs Spellman materialised (along with Mr Robinson, whose judging style 
was reminiscent of Paul Hollywood himself, and the declaration of his final marking category of 'a certain...Je ne sais 
quoi' gave rise to hysterical laughter).  The instructions were simple - bake something, and link it to psychology in 
some way.  Miss Hodgson prepared a PowerPoint which made the whole assignment sound somewhat professional 
(even vaguely educational), but I have to say, the competition’s main appeal was spending a lesson eating cake and 
laughing at each other.  Don't doubt that this was a competition - I've never seen my class look prouder of 
themselves than when presenting their creations to the assembled.  From cupcakes representing Freud’s theory of 
our unconscious psyche to a model of the brain, there were cakes representing many areas of Psychology.  Judging 
continued, and concentrating didn’t get any easier as the cakes were sliced up and passed around.  For all the 
theatrical tensions the bake off caused in the preceding weeks, it was actually a light hearted end to what had been 
a particularly testing term; I maintain that my victory in the bake off, with a triangular brownie representing the 
‘hierarchy of needs’ proposed by American psychologist Abraham Maslow, was my proudest achievement between 
January and March. 

Lorna Hassall 

Friends of Conyers 
100 Club Winners 

April’s 100 Club winners were No. 31 (Louise Spellman) and No. 60 (Fran Johnson).  Well done to the winners, who 
won £50 each!  If you wish to join please email us at friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk. 

If anyone has any questions please contact friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk or telephone the school office on 
01642 783253 who will put you in touch with the right person. 

Calendar Dates 

Monday 13 May – Monday 24 June A level and GCSE summer exam period 

Friday 24 May 3.40 p.m. School closes for half term holidays 

Monday 3 June 8.55 a.m. Students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 11 June 4.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Year 8 consultations 

Tuesday 25 June 4.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Year 7 consultations 

Monday 1 July – Friday 5 July Activities Week (including Sports Days) 

Monday 1 July – Tuesday 2 July Sixth Form Transition 

Thursday 4 July 7.00 p.m. New Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 4 July 6.30 p.m. Year 12 EPQ Evening 

Friday 5 July 9.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. New Year 7 Induction Day 

Tuesday 9 July 6.30 p.m. Year 12 UCAS Evening 

Friday 12 July 6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. New Year 7 Family Fun Evening 

Friday 19 July 2.30 p.m. School closes for summer holidays, buses early 

Thursday 15 August A level results day 

Thursday 22 August GCSE results day 

Tuesday 3 September 8.55 a.m. Students return after the summer holidays 

 

 

mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
mailto:friendsofconyers@conyers.org.uk
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Astronomy 
Conyers school site supervisor Keith Johnson will be recognised by 
students, as he goes about doing his daily duties, but some may not be 
aware of the fact that Keith has an interesting pastime which has allowed 
to him to become a regular contributor to the longest running TV 
programme in history. 

The Sky at Night is an astronomy and space science programme which 
was first broadcast on the BBC way back in 1957 10 years later, and as a 
10 year old boy, Keith watched the programme for the first time and 
became more interested in astronomy. 

Keith remembers the day that really got him interested in space and 
astronomy very well.  “It was 1969, I was fast asleep in my bed when all 
of a sudden, around half past three in the morning, I was woken up by my Dad shaking me frantically shouting  

‘Wake up, wake up, quickly come down stairs now!!’  The 
house was on fire!  I thought.  I ran downstairs to be greeted 
by my Dad staring at the TV set (a black and white one I might 
add!).  The next few words that Dad said have stayed with me 
ever since, ‘sit down and don’t say a word, watch the TV – you 
will remember this moment for the rest of your life.’” 

He wondered why he had been woken up at such an awful 
time, but all was about to become all too clear.  Not daring to 
look away from what looked like an old grainy black and white 
picture on the TV screen and, after a long silence, Keith heard 
the immortal words “It’s one small step for man, one giant 

leap for mankind” Neil Armstrong had set foot on the Moon!  

“That was it for me, I became more and more fascinated with 
astronomy and each month I would stay up late on a Sunday evening 
to watch the BBC programme The Sky at Night presented by arguably 
the most famous astronomer in the world Sir Patrick Moore.” 

Years later Keith was invited to Sir Patrick Moore’s home in Selsey on 
the South coast of England, where the BBC record the programme.  
This was to be the first in a number of invitations contributing to The 
Sky at Night, the very programme he watched as a young boy, and 
over a period of time he became friends with Sir Patrick Moore, and 
on one very special occasion he received a phone call from Sir Patrick 
inviting him to his home to take photographs of the Moon using his 
famous telescope! 

This July, as part of the Focus Day sessions, Keith will be delivering a 
presentation on astronomy and space.  He will be bringing in his own 
computer controlled telescopes, which are linked to planetarium 
software, means that 
students will then have the 
opportunity to operate 
which the telescopes to 
observe various parts of the 
sky.  Keith will also show 
images of the planets, sun, 
moon, galaxies and comets, 
all of which he has personally 

captured, and he will briefly 
explain how he took the images.  If there is enough interest from 
students, Keith would like to set up an Astronomy Club within the school. 

Sequence shot of a total eclipse of the Moon 

Saturn 

The Andromeda Galaxy 



Conyers School is a company limited by guarantee (company No. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at 
Green Lane, Yarm, Stockton-On-Tees, TS15 9ET 

PE Department 
The summer season started with some good weather, but of course this did not last long.  Students are playing in 
summer sports competitions in athletics, cricket, tennis and rounders over this term.  We know that students will 
have some success and achieve their personal best. 

At Stockton School Games on 16 May students had the opportunity to participate in a variety of sports: fustal, 
duathlan, cycling, golf, basketball and dodgeball.  Nine schools played in the competition with Conyers being overall 
winners, adding another trophy to the cabinet. 

Stockton School Athletics Championships take place on Wednesday 22 May at Gateshead Stadium.  We are hoping 
for success over the different aged teams.  Students will also be competing in the Athletics League. 

All extra-curricular practice sessions are up and running at lunchtimes and have been very well supported by all.  

Cricket 

The Under 13 team has had a great start to the 2013 season with a splendid win against Teesside High. 

Football 

The Boys Year 11 team played St Patrick’s at Northfield in the final of the 
Stockton District Cup competition.  The team played an excellent game 
winning 4-0.  Well done to the whole team. 

The Boys Year 8 team won the Cleveland Schools County Cup and are to be 
presented with their trophy at an event to be held at the Riverside Stadium. 

All teams played well, finishing second in their league, although some fixtures 
were difficult to plan due to weather constrictions.  The Year 9 team gave 
some fantastic performances and had near-misses.  The boys were unlucky 
again to narrowly miss out on District Cup glory after conceding in the dying 
seconds.  Some huge individual player development suggests next season will 
be a huge success.  The Year 11 team was narrowly beaten as the winning 
team managed to play one more game, but ended the season on the same 
number of points.  They have won the league every year from Year 7 to 10, 
but at least they finished on a high by winning the District Cup. 

The boys Inter-form football was won by 7CG.  Well done to the team for turning up to every game.  They showed 
excellent sportsmanship, lending players to other teams if short and included all team mates. 

Under 16 girls represented Conyers in the County Tournament, narrowly being beaten 1-0 in the semi-final, all of the 
girls were a credit.   

Under 14 girls were in the same tournament but just missed out on a place in the semi-finals on penalties.  All 
represented the school excellently. 

The girls Inter-form football was won by 7AP with a special mention to Erin Jones and Maisy Best for turning up in all 
weathers to play.  Charlotte Easton and Lois Carling-Keeley also deserve a special mention for being the only two 
from 7DW to turn up for each game.  Well done girls! 

Rugby 

We are coming to the end of an increasingly successful season for the U14 team, culminating in qualification for the 
North East Finals at Gosforth RFC, Newcastle. 

The team has been crowned County Cup Champions, being awarded the Peter Carey Trophy, by defeating local rivals 
Egglescliffe, who pipped Conyers to the League title.  The rivalry continued in the Stockton Schools Sevens 
Tournament, where Conyers finished runners up. 

A particular highlight has been the continued emergence of Yousef Butt as outstanding individual player, gaining 
entry to the Durham County Academy Squad for the 2013-14 season.  Many thanks to Mr Henderson for two years 
of assistant coaching and well done to the team.   

Tennis 

The boys have trained hard with the Under 13 team and have a lot of matches coming up.  The Under 15 team has 
won one match and lost one to date. 

Both the Under 13 and 15 teams have played two teams with further matches planned. 

 
 

Follow Us 

twitter.com/conyerspe 

@conyerspe 

Keep up to date with the latest 
fixtures and results, especially 

during the adverse weather 

 



 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 
 

 

Soccer Summer Special 
From April 2013 

 

  £17 per third per hour                           

£45 whole pitch per hour 

 
 

Limited availability on 3G Floodlit Pitch 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Booking essential through 
Go Sport Office 

 
 

Children’s Running Group / 
Family session  

Monday 3 June - 5.30 – 6.15pm   
Y3 – Y6 – 7 week course £14 

Supervised running within Conyers School grounds 

Children must be provided with a drink 
 

Adult Running Group  
Monday 3 June - 6.30 – 7.30pm 
Beginners and Intermediates  

7 week course £14 
Please meet at Conyers dining hall 

 
To book a place please contact  - Group leader  

Rachel Braithwaite 07917087388 

 

 
 
 
 

Meet Conyers School Dining Hall. 

Adult Ballroom and 
Latin Classes 

Friday 
Beginners 6.45 - 7.45pm 
Improvers 7.45 - 8.45pm 

 
Learn the basics of Ballroom and Latin in a fun 

and relaxed atmosphere 
 

Booking essential 
Steve - 07952070726 

 

Ballroom Blitz Fit 
Starting Friday 17 May 

5.45 – 6.30pm 
£4.50 per session 

A mixture of Latino fitness and the best of 
Ballroom all in one high energy Latino workout. 

No partner required 
 

Walk in – dance out 
 

Limited places so booking essential 
Steven 07952070726 

 

Beginners Trampoline 
With Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Tuesday 5.30 – 6.15pm 

 
£3 per session 

 
Y4 – Y7 

 
Limited places 

Booking essential through the Go Sport Office 
 
 

Primary Gymnastics 
Monday 

5.50 – 6.35pm 
£4 per session 

Age 5+ 
 

With Basic gymnastic skills coached by former 
British Team Member and British and 

European Champion Glenn Smith  
Links to British Gymnastic Badge Scheme 

 
Limited places 

Booking essential through the Go Sport Office 
 

 



 

 

   Course Day & Time Age Location 
Weekly 

cost 

 
Coach / Contact 

 

 
*Beginners 

Ballroom and Latin 
 

Friday 
6.45–7.45pm 

Adult Gym Ongoing 
Steve Walker at  
Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
*Ballroom Blitz Fit 

Starting 17 May 
 

Friday  
5.45 – 6.30pm 

Adult Gym Ongoing 
Steve Walker at  
Dance Infusion 
07952070726 

 
Basketball Coaching 

 

Wednesday  
5–6pm 

Y5–Y7 Gym £3 Jonathan Hart 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday 
5–5.45pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastic 

 

Monday 
5.50–6.35pm 

5+ Gym £4 Glenn Smith 

 
*Beginners Gymnastics 

 

 Thursday 
4.15-5pm 

5+ Gym £4 Joanne Swash 

 
*Intermediate Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
 5–6pm 

Intermediate Gym £4 
Joanne Swash/Lisa 

Bosomworth 

 
*Advanced Gymnastics 

 

Thursday 
6-7pm 

Advanced Gym £4 Glenn Smith/Joanne Swash 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Tuesday 
4.15-5pm 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Micro-tots 

 

Saturday 
9-10am 

3-5 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
DF Soccer School 

 

Saturday 
10-11am 

6-8 years Gym 
Contact 
Coach 

Dan Fowler 
07947740136 

 
Running Group 

3 June 2013 
 
 

Monday 
6.30–7.30pm 

Beginners and 
intermediate 

adults 
Local area 

£14 for 7 
weeks 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

Running Group 
3 June 2013 

Monday  
5.30 – 6.15pm 

Children/Family 
session 
Y3-Y6 

Conyers 
School 

grounds 

 
£14 for 7 

weeks 
 

Rachel Braithwaite 
07917087388 / 

rachbug84@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Slimming World 

 

Wednesday 
 7-9pm 

Open to all Dining Hall 
Contact 
Coach 

Debbie 01642 789829/ 
07551715815 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
5.30–6.15pm 

Beginners 
Y4-Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
*Trampoline Coaching 

 

Tuesday 
6.15–7pm 

Intermediates 
Y4-Y7 

Gym £3 Lisa Bosomworth 

 
Wadokai Martial Arts 

 

 Wednesday 
6.15–7.45pm 

6 years-Adult Gym £4 
Gene Buchanan 

07879627217 

 
Zumba 

 

Monday 
6.50–7.35pm 

16+ Gym £3.50 Sue Wilkinson 

AA cc tt ii vv ii tt ii ee ss   ff oo rr   aa ll ll --   GG oo   SS pp oo rr tt   CC oo nn yy ee rr ss   
Please note classes marked with * must be pre-booked before first lesson  

Go Sport is a trading name of Conyers School, a company limited by guarantee (company no. 08366005) and exempt charity registered in England and Wales at Green 
Lane, Yarm, TS15 9Et 

 
 


