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English at Key Stage 3

7 lessons a fortnight

• 5 English lessons (unit lessons - one unit studied 
per half term)

• 1 reading lesson

• 1 literacy skills lesson



What is your child aiming for?

• The hardest GCSE English Literature and Language 
exams there have ever been

• Linear approach to English GCSEs (exams at the end 
of the two year course)

• Challenging texts: 19th Century fiction and non-
fiction texts

• No texts allowed in the exam

• Grammar, spelling and punctuation being awarded 
marks (in essays as well as creative writing)



What will your child study?
Year 7 Units

• Sparking the Gap: Students study a range of non-fiction and 
fiction texts (based around the theme of school) including from 
the 19th century onwards.

• A novel (Haroun and the Sea Stories): Students study the novel 
in order to explore how a writer uses structural and language 
devices for effect. 

• Poetry: Students study a range of poems linked by the theme of 
‘This is England’.

• Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Students get to 
grips with a complex but entertaining Shakespeare play.

• Narrative writing skills: Students develop the ability to write a 
sophisticated narrative. 

• Speaking and listening tasks integrated throughout units. 



How will your child be assessed?
• 2 assessments per half term (with each assessment 

being awarded a ‘Step’ and used for the monitoring 
data). 

• The assessments are a mixture of reading and 
writing assessments completed in timed 
conditions. 

• End of year 7 exam (GCSE style exam question).



How is your child’s work marked and how 
can they make use of their feedback?

• Reading and writing steps

• Steps range from 1-9

• If a student comes up from Year 6 working at the 
expected standard (score of 100), then they would 
expected to be working at step 4. 

• Feedback grids

• Re-drafting help booklets (available on your child’s 
Showbie account once they get their iPads!)



What are the expectations with 
homework and independent work?

• Two pieces of homework due in every 
fortnight

• Set and handed in on ‘Showbie’ once iPads 
are here

• No need to be completed on an iPad or 
computer- can be handwritten and uploaded 
to Showbie

• Students choose from a range of tasks for 
each unit which vary in challenge 
(challenging, very challenging and genius 
level)

• Students should choose a suitable challenge

• 30-45 minutes should be spent on each 
homework task

• If homework is not completed to an 
expected standard, students will be asked to 
re-do it

• If a student is not working to expected 
standard in their assessments, they may be 
asked to complete full re-drafts of their 
assessments instead independently at home



Encourage your child to read 
widely at home

• The best English students are those who love 
reading and read widely

• Encourage your child to read a range of non-fiction 
and fiction texts

• E.g. magazine/newspaper articles, novels, short 
stories, biographies etc. 

Some recommendations…
Wonder by Raquel J. Palacio

One of us is Lying by Karen M. McManus
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

Finding Audrey by Sophie Kinsella
The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge



What else could my child be doing 
at home?

• Read or research the course texts in advance of studying 
them; perhaps they could find out about the contexts of 
the texts and the authors.

• Create a terminology revision booklet for English 
Literature studies.

• Create a punctuation revision booklet for English Language 
studies.

• Produce additional redrafts of class work to ensure targets 
are met.

• Spend some time researching recent targets and produce 
a related guide.

• Keep a vocabulary book of new and interesting words, 
along with their definitions, to use in their own writing at 
school.

• Practise spellings which have been marked as incorrect 
using the ‘look, cover, write, check’ method.
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