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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Conyers Virtual School – Easter ideas for Parents 

Whilst Conyers Virtual School is closed over Easter, we have provided a range of ideas to keep children active and 
entertained… 

  

Keep active with Joe Wicks and other daily fitness 
routines.  YouTube provides a lot of great daily tips 

to keep families active. 

We have put together a huge range of digital fiction and 
non-fiction, suitable for all age ranges.  All books are 

available via the ‘iBooks’ app on iPads.  

  

Keeping students connected and talking is vital.  To 
facilitate this, we have created an online discussion 

forum, for students to share views, opinions and 
ideas.  This is available via the ‘VirtalForum’ App on 

iPads.  

We have also put together a range of ideas and activities 
which might be useful for families.  The full document is 

available on our website. 

 

 

Conyers Virtual School re-opens at 9.00 a.m. on Monday 20 April 2020. 

 

A huge well done and thank you for an amazing first two weeks of the 
Virtual School!  We are all so very proud!  

Name: 

Conyers School 

 

Date: April 2020 
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Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher’s Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Ellie Burbidge 10E, Libby Bullock 10T, Alliesse Georgiou 10C, Erin Scott 10O, Niamh Ruddock 10O, Lucy Murphy 10S 
and Ruby Dodsworth 10N for delivering an outstanding e-safety workshop at Layfield Primary. 

Callum Tranter 9E, Ben English 9E, Ethan Jones 9S, Isabella Parkin 9S and Mary Makaure 9S for your presentation to 
the Executive Team about the Youth Support Trust project encouraging students to be active. 

Obed Wise 10S, Bradley Downing 10N, Franco Williams 10S, Alex Reed-Kirby 10R, Ethan Jones 10N, Jamie Richardson 
10R and Ethan Harrison 10S for an above and beyond contribution putting out the chairs for Year 10 assembly. 

Ned Parker 7N, Nath Vine 7O, Holly DeMain 7S, Izzy Phipps 7Y, Logan Cummings 7C and Lincoln Pawlak 7R for a 
super effort and completing the 2020 Newcastle University Maths Challenge to a high standard. 

Isabel Cowan 9E, Kadhim Kadhim 9C, Keira Donoghue 9Y, Joe Fixter 10T, and Alice Montgomery 10C for a super 
effort and completing the 2020 Newcastle University Senior Maths Challenge to a high standard: 

Darla Mason 10Y for gaining a place at the Matrix Challenge 2020 regional semi-final. 

Millie Bullock 6NG for her continued support in lessons with 7pq3 & 9rs1 and for volunteering to take on extra 
support with another group. 

Lewis Wormald 6RA for your incredible revision guides for Government and Politics.  Superb on every level. 

Tanisha Roy 6JW and Lewis Wormald 6RA for your brilliant opening speeches at the Youth Question Time Event. 

Eve Rigby 9N, Kadim Kadim 9C, Maria Edmundson 9T and Max Saddington 9C for their achievement in the UKMT 
Intermediate Maths Challenge, Bronze Award. 

Bradley Downing 10N, Ethan Harrison 10S, Grace Burkin 9C, Nathan Magnone 10R and Sami Khelifi 10Y for their 
achievement in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge, Silver Award. 

Annika Casson 11T, Joe Brown 10R, Matthew Rose 10T, Obed Wise 10S and Seb Robinson 10S for their achievement 
in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge, Gold Award. 

Hot Chocolate Awards 
A huge well done to all these students selected for all their efforts, hard work and commitment. 

Year 9 - Romani Loxley, Adam Levick, Lewis James, Maria Edmundson, Sukhraj Kaur and Belle Hunter. 

Year 10 - Joe Brown, Finn Marsh, Alex Reed-Kirby, Harry Gowland, Abi Saddington and Laura Brown. 

Year 10 - Ross Jenney, Meisha Jones, Himank Yogesh Kulkarni, Amy Lister, Robyn Walker and James Bainbridge. 

 

 
  

Coronavirus (COVID-19): What You Need To Do 

 

Stay at home 

• Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot work from home) 

• Stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people 

• Wash your hands as soon as you get home 

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms. 

See https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for the latest updates and guidance 

 

Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has either: 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough 

Check the NHS website if you have symptoms 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms-and-what-to-do/
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Andorra 2020 
Fifty-seven Year 8 and 9 students enjoyed a fantastic experience on the ski trip this year.  Despite a tricky start - the 

M62 in a double decker bus with Storm Dennis and a 7 hour delay at Manchester Airport we arrived in the early 

hours of the morning at our hotel, the Hotel Patagonia. 

No time to rest, we were all up and breakfasting by 7.00 a.m. and ready for our ski boot fitting at 9.00 a.m. on the 

first morning.  As we hit the slopes the sun was shining and everyone was very keen and excited to get learning. 

We had bowling activities on 2 evenings, a pizza night and a live singer in our hotel which was one of our ski 

instructors - he was incredible! 

Despite sore legs and tiredness, the students progressed amazingly well in just 6 days - 2 groups were hitting the 

black slopes while every group negotiated and survived a blue run. 

This ski trip was enjoyed by students and staff - and we are looking forward to 2021 in Andorra. 

  

  
  

Are You On The Correct School Website? www.conyers.org.uk 

When checking the school's website for information about the school please could parents ensure that they 
are on the correct school website address, www.conyers.org.uk as the school has been informed that some 
websites have incorrect information about the school when searches are being done such as the wrong holiday 
dates.  Unfortunately, the school does not have control over these websites claiming to have information 
about Conyers School. 
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Youth Question Time 
On 25 February Conyers School in cooperation with Stockton Council's Bright Minds Big Futures campaign, hosted a 

Youth Question Time event featuring an esteemed panel of experts in the field of crime and community relations.  

The reason for hosting this event at Conyers is because the topic of knife crime was the key issue that the vast 

majority of Conyers students stated was their main concern in their local area, and it is something that the Student 

Council wanted to raise awareness of.  At the event itself the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland, Barry 

Coppinger, alongside the Chief Constable for Cleveland 

Police, Richard Lewis, answered very challenging 

questions from the students in attendance. 

Many of the questions asked dealt with the issue of 

reducing crime within our local area, which 

unfortunately has the highest rates of crime throughout 

the country.  The frank answer was that most people 

need to be educated on the effects of drugs and alcohol 

as these are some of the main drivers of crime.  One of 

our Student Councillors asked what the police were 

doing in relation to mental health services as that is 

usually overlooked when attempting to deal with causes 

of crime.  The Cabinet Member for Access, Communities 

and Community Safety, Councillor Steve Nelson stated 

that mental health provision, especially for young 

people, is something that our area is trying to improve following some tragedies that have recently occurred.  There 

was no easy answer to this question but the point was made not to directly link mental health with crime as it is an 

'invisible illness' and requires specialised care. 

On the issue of knife crime, which was raised by many students, the panellists were very clear - do not carry knives; 

do not associate with anyone carrying a knife and do not pick up a knife if you find one on the floor.  The message is 

clear: carrying a knife is a criminal offence.  Chief Constable Lewis reinforced the message that the police are doing 

what they can to educate young people about the dangers of knife crime.  Most police stations have a knife bin 

where people can go and deposit their knives; if you find a knife on the floor rather than picking it up, inform a 

responsible adult and most importantly carrying a knife 

puts you in danger of getting injured. 

The event was a great success and Conyers School would 

like to thank both Head Boy, Lewis Wormald and the 

Stockton Youth Parliament Rep, Tanisha Roy for opening 

the proceedings.  There is no doubt that the advice 

dispensed will go on to save lives and help young people 

make informed choices.  As Conyers School is a Rights 

Respecting school it is more important than ever that we 

all work as active members of our community to look out 

for one another. 

For more information on the Bright Minds Big Futures 

programme visit: https://www.stockton.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/bright-minds-big-futures/ 

  

https://www.stockton.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/bright-minds-big-futures/
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Conyers Virtual School 
English 

The Virtual School has shown students working really hard on their English.  We feel lucky that we have such strong 

systems in place, and we have been enjoying the positive attitude that so many students have been showing to their 

English studies.  Meanwhile, with all this time on everyone's hands, we feel confident that everyone will be reading 

more than ever, which is always good for us.  This is just one of the sites offering easy access to free books online: 

https://manybooks.net/ 

Maths 

There's been loads of fantastic maths going on during the first 
week of Conyers Virtual School lessons, including completion 
of MyMaths lessons, Quizziz challenges, Sumdog and Quizlet 
Live. If you want even more maths to do to keep you busy, see 
https://www.transum.org/Software/Fun_Maths/Holiday.asp 
for ideas.  Keep up the great work everyone. 

 

 

 

 

MFL 

During this period of distance learning the MFL team have been working closely together to provide students with a 
challenging and engaging curriculum.  Students have enjoyed using a range of apps and websites to consolidate their 
learning.  Much to the delight of students we are able to 
continue using Quizlet live to build vocabulary, a game which 
brings out the competitive side in most learners.  Students 
have also taken part in Socrative quizzes to check their 
vocabulary.  We have enjoyed seeing very creative use of pic 
collage to present information about daily 
routines.  Students have uploaded voice notes on Showbie to 
give a narration for their work, which provided a good 
opportunity to speak in the target language.  Year 12 are 
rising to the challenge to engage with authentic material and 
are watching the news in French.  All in all, we have had a 
very varied and positive first week of distance learning and 
look forward to continuing this journey with our students.   

 

 

Parent's Contact Details 

Please could parents ensure that the school has their current telephone landlines and mobile numbers and 
email addresses when they change them as during the bad weather last year a number of the messages sent to 
parents could not be delivered as the school did not have their current details.  Changes to telephone numbers, 
email addresses and addresses can be emailed to sims@conyers.org.uk. 

https://manybooks.net/
https://www.transum.org/Software/Fun_Maths/Holiday.asp
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PE Department - #Healthyselfie Challenge 

Take a selfie of yourself being active.  Share with your class teacher via Showbie or Twitter @ConyersPE 

       

       

 

Creative Arts 

Year 10 Art students taking photographs to inspire them for their next piece of work. 
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GCSE photography students 

 

Year 8 Art Challenge 

 

Drama 

The Drama department were getting geared up for practical exams and the students were disappointed that they 
didn’t get to showcase their work but the journey they have been on and the work they produced was incredible 
and  we were extremely proud of them. Sixth Form went on a theatre trip to see Kneehigh’s UBU! at Leeds 
Playhouse.  We had some trial sixth form lessons in the new studio and had a live streaming of Macbeth from the 
RSC to Year 10 and Year 12 drama students in the new hall.  Year 12 have been getting to grips with virtual Drama 
lessons and practicing the art of self-taping their performance work. 

Smartphone App for Parents 

Want to spend less on text messages?  

The free School Gateway Smartphone App for parents is unique to Schoolcomms  

Parents 
• Receive instant notification of messages 
• Receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 
• No charge for sending replies back to the school 
• Easy to download, use and send messages to school 
• Secure and reliable 
• Store and receive messages all in one place, even if children are at different schools (providing the 

schools are using Schoolcomms) 
The App uses your mobile phone number and email address that we have on file for verification.  Please email 
sims@conyers.org.uk if you have recently changed either of these, so that we can update our records. 

Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to 
www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android). 

Install the App and if you are asked then say “yes” to “Allow Push Notifications”. 

 

mailto:sims@conyers.org.uk
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Following government guidance all Go Music lessons are suspended until further notice. 

Please note that any invoices from us need to be paid as they are for lessons that have already taken place, and not 
for any future lessons. 

Some of our teaching staff may contact parents offering online lessons via Skype or Zoom.  These are not 
compulsory, and will be charged on a lesson by lesson basis. 

Wellbeing 

Here are some tips to help beat those self-isolating blues.... 

Sing! 

Sing like no one is listening (there probably isn’t!). There are loads of karaoke and sing along videos on YouTube, get 
the whole family involved and make an event of it. 

Play! 

Blow the dust off that guitar or dig out your old clarinet and have a go. Again, there are loads of resources on 
YouTube and get the whole house involved. 

Listen! 

Go back to old favourites or try and find something new. Have a dance, a full blown workout, or try and learn to 
play/sing your favourite tunes. 

If you’re feeling confident and have the technology then there are online groups of musicians that need players / 
singers..... 

#GreatBritishHomeChorus 

School Hall Update 
Our site team are applying the finishing touches to our new school hall, adding acoustic sound proofing.  Assemblies 
have taken place and before the closure community groups had been using the activity studio. 

When the school reopens this new, state of the art facility will be able to better support the school and the wider 
community for assemblies, lectures, drama, music and as a venue for public events. 
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Friends of Conyers Relaunch in September 
Dear All 

In light of the Coronavirus outbreak, we have decided to suspend Friends of Conyers activity until September.  Those 
who have already signed up to the 100 Club will be automatically entered for the new season of September 2020 - 
August 2021. 

We hope you all remain safe and well and we add our thanks, for the sterling work of the school in this time of great 
difficulty. 

Yours 

Friends of Conyers 

English 
Whilst we were still open the English Team celebrated World Book Day in its usual style: staff all came in as 

characters from famous books and we shared our favourite reads with the students.  About the same time, students 

were submitting their entries to the school's and the national 500 

Words Story competition.  Otherwise much energy was put into 

preparing Year 11 and 13 for their exams, which have since been 

cancelled.  The students were doing us proud and we are 

confident that they will still get what they deserve when the 

system becomes clearer. 

 

  

Free School Meals 
Free school meals are supplied to some students by reason of their parents’ income level in accordance with a 
scale determined by the Government. Every effort is made to ensure that children who receive free school 
meals cannot be readily identified by other students. Parents who wish to make further enquiries on eligibility 
for free meals can do so either by applying directly by using this link www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims or 
contacting Conyers School by either email conyers@conyers.org.uk or ring the school on Tel 01642 783253. 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
mailto:conyers@conyers.org.uk
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Maths 
There's been lots of competitions going on within the Maths department this term. At the end of January, KS3 
students had the opportunity to take part in a Stockton Schools Sumdog Contest; 7pq1 and 7pq4 were the highest 
scoring classes from Conyers, taking second and third place in the final leader board.  The highest scoring class in 
Year 8 was 8rs4 taking an overall 5th place on the leader board.  The highest scoring students were from Year 
7: Libby W, Ayan M and Ned P.  The next competition is a national one, this starts on 3 April - good luck to all those 
who take part. 

Then, on 6 February the UKMT Intermediate Mathematical Challenge took place for students from Years 9, 10 and 
11 .  The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute, multiple-choice competition aimed at students across 
the UK.  It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems.  The problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed 
to make students think. When the results came back in March, there were 17 students who had been achieved a 
Bronze Award, 10 who had achieved a Silver Award, and 5 students who had achieved a Gold Award.  Best in Year 9 
was awarded to Grace Burkin; Best in Year 11 was Annika Casson.  Best in Year 10 and Best in School was Obed 
Wise. Four students qualified for the next round: Annika Casson, Joe Brown, Matthew Rose, Obed Wise and Seb 
Robinson.  Congratulations to all those who took part. 

Over February half term, students were set the task of completing the 2020 Newcastle University Maths 
Challenge.  There were some great entries with the best being from Ned Parker, Nath Vine, Holly DeMain, Izzy 
Phipps, Logan Cummings, Lincoln Pawlak all from Year 7.  The best entries for the 2020 Newcastle 
University Senior Maths Challenge were:  Isabel Cowan 9E, Kadhim Kadhim 9C, Keira Donoghue 9Y, Joe Fixter 10T, 
and Alice Montgomery 10C.  Great work everyone.  In February some students also completed the Matrix Challenge, 
a Cyber Skills Competition set by STEM, and Darla Mason (10Y) successfully gained a place at the Matrix Challenge 
2020 regional semi-final; well done. 

Calendar Dates 

Monday 20 April, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 8 May Bank Holiday – school closed            

Friday 22 May, 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 1 June, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 1 July, 7.00 p.m. Summer Concert, Stockton Baptist Church 

Friday 3 July New Year 7 Induction Day 

Thursday 16 July, 2.30 p.m. students finish for summer holidays, buses early 

Tuesday 1 September Staff Development Day 

Wednesday 2 September School open to Sixth Form only 

Thursday 3 September, 8.55 a.m. Year 7 - 11 students return after the holidays 

Wednesday 21 October, 3.40 p.m. Students finish for half term holidays 

Thursday 22 and Friday 23 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 26 - Friday 30 October October half term holidays 

Monday, 2 November 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 18 December, 2.30 p.m. students finish for Christmas holidays, buses early 

2021  

Monday 4 January 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 12 February 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 22 February, 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 26 March 3.40 p.m. students finish for Easter holidays 

Monday 12 April 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Monday 3 May Bank Holiday - school closed 

Friday 28 May 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 7 June  8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 16 July 2.30 p.m. students finish for summer holidays, buses early. 
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Oxford Trip 2020 
Whilst Oxford may be a daunting option for university, this trip definitely helped in making the dream of studying 
there seem more attainable.  When we arrived, we started by having a small look around the city, led by  
Mrs Houchen and Mr Downs.  Among the things we saw were the Bodleian 
Library and the Radcliffe Camera.  Then, we were given a talk by the 
admissions officer at Trinity College which is one of the 39 colleges at the 
university.  She was very helpful and informative about the applications 
process.  Lunch was one of the highlights of the day as the food was 
fantastic and the lunch hall looked like something out of Harry Potter.  This 
was followed by a brief tour of the college from the university students 
who were friendly and showed us the different aspects of Oxford 
university life as well as their college cat.  We then met up with former 
Conyers student, Anna Covell, who studies German and History at  
St Peter’s College.  We had a brief tour of the college and saw what a 
potential dorm room would look like.  Afterwards, we got the opportunity 
to ask her questions about university life and how she chose her college 
and her subjects.  For us, that was extremely helpful.  After visiting the 
Natural History Museum, we went to Wadham College and saw another 
former Conyers student, Dom Simpson, who is completing his PhD in 
Biomedical Science.  Wadham was extremely hospitable as we got to have 
a look at their common room, the library, the chapel and we also had time 
to ask Dom questions.  Finally, we were able to have some free time and look around the city ourselves.  Overall, we 
would say that this trip is a must for anybody thinking of applying to Oxbridge.  Having been unsure before the trip 
as to whether Oxford was the place for us, Amelie and I are both now excited to be applying in October.  We now 
feel more at ease about the applications process and what studying at Oxford would be like. 

 
Daisy Mellis and Amelie Harrison, Year 12. 
 



 

 

 

Go Sport Update 
 

During the COVID-19 outbreak the Go Sport facilities and programmes will remain closed until Government and 
medical advice allows us to re-open. 

Go Sport advises that everyone Stays at Home and follows guidelines on social distancing and exercise.  There are 
many online resources available to support children and families to keep fit as well as looking after their physical and 
mental health.  These include websites, apps and YouTube channels in addition to Twitter and Instagram accounts - 
many of which are offer free access to resources at this time.  A short list of some of these can be found below there 
are many more to explore. 

Please also follow @ConyersPE and @GoSportConyers to see what our community are doing to stay healthy. 

Best wishes and stay safe, 

The Go Sport Team 

Online Resources 

https://www.nuffieldhealth.com/kidswellbeing 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

@englandrugby on Instagram 

centrfit on Instagram, Facebook and App 

FitBod App 

Gymshark App  

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               
Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 
Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 
Web Site: gosport.conyers.org.uk 
Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 
 

 

https://www.nuffieldhealth.com/kidswellbeing
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
mailto:sport@conyers.org.uk
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