
 
March 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter break.  

It has been wonderful to welcome students back into school for face to face teaching this half term and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your support with our covid safety precautions particularly the 
wearing of face coverings and covid testing.  Both help us to keep our community as safe as possible and by 
continuing to follow covid safe guidelines hopefully the Government road map dates will be kept to and life may 
return to normal towards the end of the summer term.  As with all things we follow the guidance issued by the 
Department for Education and Stockton Public Health.  

Between 15 January and 22 March our wonderful testing team carried out 5,270 covid tests and was crucial in 
ensuring the safest possible return to school for staff and students.  I would like to pay tribute to the team who were 

redeployed from their usual duties to provide this vital service.  The test centre ran like clockwork thanks to the hard 
work of all those involved.  As you know we have all moved to home testing and I would urge you to ensure your 
child continues to home test twice weekly through the holidays and on the Sunday before we return.  Please test 
twice a week in accordance with the published schedule. 

It has been an important time for students in Years 11 and 13 who are in the process of providing evidence to inform 
their Teacher Assessed grades.  We have determined the requirements for each subject and there is a clear timeline 
in place.  As we have always said, our students' wonderful engagement with virtual school during both periods of 
school closure and when in self-isolation means that they should have every confidence of success.  

We look forward to welcoming back our students (following a negative test on Sunday 11 April) on Monday 12 April 
at 8.55a.m. 

 

 

 

  

Conyers School 

 



Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher’s Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Hannah Massey 11T and Robyn Harper 11H for showing dedication, independence and mastery of technique in your 
Art Culture pieces.  Exquisite work. 

Liv Wood 6PS for demonstrating community spirit and courage in volunteering to work on the ‘Covid wards’ at the 
hospital. 

 

Pre-loved uniform 
We welcome donations of any good quality school uniform, including PE kit.  All donations are professionally 
laundered so that they can be reused.  Please avoid filling the landfill sites and bring any uniform that 
no longer fits.  Any donations to assist with the cost of laundry is most welcome if you feel you are in a 
position to do so. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parents for their generosity and getting behind this 
scheme. 

To find out more about our pre-loved uniform scheme either contact the year manager or Mrs McLean.  

 

Calendar Dates 
Friday 26 March 3.40 p.m. students finish for Easter holidays 

Monday 12 April 8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Monday 3 May Bank Holiday - school closed 

Tuesday 4 - Friday 14 May Year 11 assessments 

Wednesday 5 - Thursday 13 May Year 13 assessments 

Friday 28 May 3.40 p.m. students finish for the half term holidays 

Monday 7 June  8.55 a.m. students return after the holidays 

Friday 9 July Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 16 July 2.30 p.m. students finish for summer holidays, buses early. 

School Term Dates and Holiday Dates - Academic Year 2021/2022 

Professional development days are to be confirmed. 

Autumn Term 2021 

The Autumn term runs from: Wednesday 1 September to Friday 17 December 2021 
Half term runs from: Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October 2021 
Christmas holidays run from: Monday 20 December 2021 to Tuesday 4 January 2022 
(Includes bank holidays on Monday 27 December 2021, Tuesday 28 December 2021 and Monday 3 January 2022) 

Spring Term 2022 

The Spring term runs from: Tuesday 4 January 2022 to Friday 8 April 2022 
Half term runs from: Monday 21 February 2022 to Friday 25 February 2022 
Easter holidays run from: Monday 11 April 2022 to Friday 22 April 2022 
(Includes bank holidays on Friday 15 April 2022 and Monday 18 April 2022) 

Summer Term 2022 
The Summer term runs from: Monday 25 April to Thursday 21 July 2022 
Half term runs from: Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022 
(Includes bank holidays on Thursday 2 and Friday 3 June 2022) 



The Conyers Covid Testing Centre 
The new Conyers School hall was finished just as the first lockdown started.  Never did we imagine its first duty for 
the school would be as a pandemic testing centre! 

Mrs Glynis Pattison the Testing Centre Team Leader reports “Arriving back in school after Christmas, we had the 
mammoth task of organising the mass testing of staff and students.  In a school of 1,350 students this was going to 
be quite an interesting challenge to set up and test in the required period of time so as to get students back in school 
from 8 March.” 

“In our new school hall we setup a dedicated ‘test centre’, with 4 testing bays and 4 processing bays.  We had 12 
members of staff who volunteered to help, and they all undertook the required NHS testing and certification.  We 
started testing the 180 or so staff in January before moving up a gear, to the mass testing of students, which began 
on 4 March. The students and staff just took it in their stride with great maturity.  The whole operation ran incredibly 
smoothly and we had some laughs along the way, especially when one person thought they had to put the swab in 
their ear!” 

In total, since Friday 15 January we have carried out 5,270 covid tests. 

“The Covid Testing Team have been magnificent, in stepping forward and helping keep our school community safe” 
said Mrs Louise Spellman, Headteacher “I would like to say a big thank you to them all on behalf of our students, 
staff and parents”. 

 

How can you help tackle Covid19? 
The numbers nationally and in Stockton are going in the right direction, but the virus is still active in our 
community.  The national lockdown remains in place over Easter. There are things we can all do to help 
reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19: 

 follow the national lockdown guidance - you must not meet indoors or in most outdoor places with 
anybody you do not live with/not in your support bubble. 

 maintain two metres social distance with persons outside of your household wherever possible. 

 regularly wash your hands with soap and water; do this for at least 20 seconds, before and after you 
have been anywhere.  

 wear a face covering when using public transport or in a public place e.g. the shops  

 if your eligible for the Covid19 vaccine, please do get vaccinated, as that makes everyone safer but be 
aware you still need to follow all the above measures, to help keep everyone safe, until the pandemic 
is over. 

Stay Safe; don’t let your guard down over the Easter Holidays. 

Parent's Contact Details 

Please could parents ensure that the school has their current telephone landlines, mobile numbers and email 
addresses when they change them, as during the bad weather last year a number of the messages sent to 
parents could not be delivered as the school did not have their current details.  Changes to telephone 
numbers, email addresses and home addresses can be emailed to sims@conyers.org.uk. 



  



Maths 
This term has seen lots of great mathematics taking place through virtual lessons including completion of MyMaths 
lessons, tasks on Mathswatch, Desmos activities, Quizizz and Sumdog challenges, as well as continuing with regular 
weekly skills and problem solving.   

In the recent Stockton Sumdog Competition, 7pq1 came second overall and there were 4 other Key Stage 3 classes in 
the top 10 so well done to everyone who took part.  An extra special mention goes to three Conyers students who 
were the top 3 students in the whole competition. 

Well done and congratulations to: 

1st Place - Oliver W 7pq1 

2nd Place - Hanna D 8s1 

3rd Place - Adam A 7rs1 

Some students in Year 7 and 8 also completed a set of tricky problems in the Newcastle University Challenge, this 
year’s theme was Animals and Nature; we are still awaiting these results.   

A group of students in Years 9 and 10 also had the opportunity to take part in the UKMT Intermediate Maths 
Challenge.  This involved students being set a range of challenging problems to solve and it was fantastic to see so 
many certificates awarded again this year.  Twenty-nine students received a Bronze Certificate and nineteen 
received a Silver Certificate, a massive well done to Sami K who was awarded a Gold Certificate.  The best scoring 
students went on to try even harder problems in the follow-on Grey Kangaroo round which has just taken place.   

Next month it will be the turn of the Junior Challenge, allowing Year 7 and 8 students to apply their maths skills to 
some tricky problems.  Good luck everyone! 

Drama 

 

 

This term the Year 11 GCSE Drama students were incredibly lucky to have a digital online devising workshop with 
one of the UKs leading Theatre companies, Frantic Assembly.  Our Year 10 students took part in an amazing 
Hamilton workshop online with a London cast member.  We have had a virtual theatre visit, streaming a production 
of our set text ‘Yerma’ by Cervantes Theatre to our Year 12 A Level Drama and Theatre students.  
We have also been busy recording practical assessments that our Year 11 and Year 13 students have 
been working on in lockdown.  

  



Rights Respecting at Conyers  
This half term we celebrated Mother Language Day by finding 
out about all the Mother Languages spoken at Conyers.  We 
have over 20 mother languages within school ranging from 
Spanish to Punjabi and Hungarian to Shona.  For more details 
have a look at the new display located in block 5.  Next term we 
look forward to learning more about the different traditions 
and cultures in our community when we celebrate ‘Cultural 
Diversity Day’ on 21 May. 

 

During Justice Week, we launched an online 
photography exhibition, to feature the impact of the 
pandemic on young people, helping to give them a 
voice about how their freedoms have been limited 
and policed at times in controversial ways.  Photos 
may show study situations, living conditions, family 
life or a snapshot of a day in the life of a young 
person under lockdown rules.  Keep an eye out for 
the exhibition being launched soon.  

 

We have also raised awareness and shared information about the following events: 

National Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day 
National Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day aims to highlight the issues surrounding child sexual exploitation; 
encouraging everyone to think, spot and speak out against abuse and adopt a zero tolerance to adults developing 
inappropriate relationships with children. 
For more information: https://www.stop-cse.org/  
Rights Link: Article 34 - Protection from sexual abuse. 
 

Safer Internet Day 
Make sure you know how to stay safe online!  Calls upon young people, 
parents, carers, teachers, social workers, law enforcement, companies, 
policymakers, and wider, to join together in helping to create a better 
internet. 
Rights Link: Article 16 - Right to privacy; Article 17 - Access to 
information from the media. 
For more information: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
 

LGBT+ History Month 
What is it? - The aim of LGBT History Month is to promote equality and diversity for the benefit of the 
public. 
Rights Link: Article 2 - Non-discrimination; Article 13 - Freedom of expression  
For more information: https://www.stonewall.org.uk/ 
 

World Religion Day  
What is it? - A day to recognise, respect and accept the hundreds of differing faiths 
across the globe. 
Rights Link: Article 2 - The right not to be discriminated against; Article 14: Freedom of 
thought, conscience and religions.  
 

 

 

https://www.stop-cse.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/


 

  



Languages 
On 3 March students investigated influential French women through history for International Women’s Day. 

 

La Chandeleur was an opportunity to make delicious pancakes following a French recipe on Zoom. 

 

Languagenut is an MFL platform paid by the school to encourage students to work independently and improve their 
language skills.  Well done to Callum T has been top of the league table for the last 3 weeks! 

  



PE 
The PE Team is delighted with the fantastic engagement of so many pupils in virtual sports, activities and challenges 
throughout this term. Students have designed their own circuits, counted their steps and found creative ways to 
keep moving throughout the lockdown period.  They have produced many pieces of inspirational work, proudly 
sharing what they have been able to achieve in order to keep up 
their levels of fitness.  These activities have also contributed to 
positive mental health, allowing students the chance to get out in 
the fresh air and take a much needed break away from computer 
screens.  All of the PE Team want to thank the students for being 
so positive when taking part in these sessions; you are superstars! 

 

 

  



Learning to sing or play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities a young 
person can do.  It is widely recognised that studying Music helps develop a wide range of skills and abilities that 
benefit the student both academically and emotionally. This is especially true for students who participate in 
ensembles such as bands and choirs.  
Twitter: @gomusicconyers 

Email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

Conyers School Band have produced a third (and hopefully final!) lockdown recording.  Check out their performance 
of the music from The Mandalorian on social media. 

English 
Recently the English Team celebrated World Book Day, in a rather curtailed manner because of lockdown - no 
costumes this year!  However, we were still able to guide Key Stage 3 students through a series of activities on that 
day - provided by Key Stage 3 Co-ordinator, Mr Ferguson - which helped students remember the importance and 
pleasures of reading.  Overall, apparently, the lockdowns have seen an increase in interest in reading amongst adults 
and children alike.  Nothing takes you away from your worries like a book!  We will be looking to build on this over 
the coming months, working with our amazing LRC Manager Mrs Dawson, who is working tirelessly to make books 
available to students in a COVID-safe way.  We always emphasise, firstly, the sheer joy of reading, but there are also 
many academic benefits that come from being an avid reader.  Our most successful students across all subjects often 
tend to be those who read regularly outside school.  If any student (or parent) needs advice or support with regards 
to reading, please email the student's English teacher for recommendations and tips. 

 

 

 

 
What are the Symptoms of COVID-19 

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of a new continuous cough and/or a high 
temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).  If anyone in your 
household develops these symptoms, your whole household must remain at home and not go to work, school or 
public areas.  You should arrange testing for the person who has developed symptoms.  When the result is 
known, further advice will be available. 

Testing can be arranged by calling 119 or via the NHS website: nhs.uk/coronavirus. 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk

