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A Level English Language Course Summary 
 

In English Language you do 2 exam papers and 2 pieces of coursework 
 
Paper 1 
Write an analysis of the linguistic features of two texts – short extracts from websites, newspapers, 
older texts 
Write a comparison of the two texts 
Write a discussion essay on a topic relating to Child Language Development – how children learn to 
speak and write 
 
Paper 2 
Write a discussion essay on a topic relating to how language is affected by gender, occupation, social 
groupings, dialects and ethnicity OR write a discussion essay on how language changes over time 
Write a comparison of two articles about language and how it is affected by gender, occupation, 
social groupings, dialects, ethnicity or language changes 
Write your own article about the topics discussed in the articles you read for the previous question 
 
Coursework 
Write your piece of original writing and commentary on how you did it – 1500 words 
Write an investigation into a topic relating to English Language – 2000 words 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary of Tasks 
 
 
To prepare to do A Level Language in Year 12, please carry out the following tasks.  
 
There are four sections to the pack. Read through and respond to everything there. 
 

1. Child Language Acquisition 
2. Accent and Dialect 
3. Terminology 
4. Language Change 

 
And here is another general task you can do that will help you get ready for A Level Language: 
 
Collect a range of different uses of language in everyday life: adverts, articles, notices, signs, 
packaging for food or other goods, snippets of speech – things people say in everyday life, examples 
from TV or radio. 
 
For every example you find, make notes on the following: 
 

1. What is the purpose of the text? How can you tell? 
2. Who is the intended audience for the text? How can you tell? 
3. What are the most noticeable features of the language used? 

Techniques like metaphors, similes, listing etc 
Emotive language 
Repetitions of sound – like rhyme or alliteration 

4. If it is a written text, how is it presented? What colours, fonts etc are used? What is the 
effect? 

 
Produce a little portfolio of annotated texts. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Child Language Acquisition 
 

One of the most interesting parts of the A Level Language course is where we look at how children 
learn to speak and to write.  
 
To prepare for this do the following tasks: 
 
If possible, ask relatives for information about how you learnt to speak – first words, odd 
expressions you used, comical mistakes etc. Some of you might have some video material that you 
can access. However, if this isn’t possible, don’t worry.  
 
What do you remember about learning to speak? Not much probably, but maybe some of the daft 
things you used to say when you were little. 
 
Learning to write, you might remember more about. See if you can find any examples of your early 
writing that your family might have kept. Did you write before school? How was writing taught in 
those early years in school? 
 
Next, type “Children Learning to Talk” and watch some of the videos there. Make some notes on 
what you notice about how the children learn. 
 
KEY TASK:  
Write a fact file about how children learn to talk and/or write. 
Include information about yourself or your relatives. 
Include information from the youtube videos. 
Do some more research if you wish. 
 
EXTENSION:  

Try to develop your understanding of key theories surrounding CLA by watching the 
following videos:  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jr_hK2Owq8o  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xuovu3Uk3dc  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbbNWoo4N2s 

Further develop your understanding of CLA by watching the TED talk delivered by MIT 
researcher Deb Roy:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE4ce4mexrU&t=287s 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jr_hK2Owq8o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xuovu3Uk3dc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbbNWoo4N2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE4ce4mexrU&t=287s


Accent and Dialect 
 
Below is a table named: The International PhoneticAlphabet. 
 
This table represents all of the sounds that we use and is constructed based on a form of 
pronunciation called Received Pronunciation (RP). 
As you will see, the sound symbols are of key interest, and the sounds that are represented are 
demonstrated through the underlining of the specific sound within a common word. As you will see 
the way you say ‘oo’ in ‘good’ and ‘shoot’ is very different. 

 
 
Use this table to write out the sound of your name. We always use dashes (/) before and after the 
representation of sound to make it clear. 
E.g.  
 
English =   
 
 
Now, it would be a great idea to define some of the new words being introduced, so quickly create a 
poser/document (which you will later use of revision). Define, or research to understand, the terms 
below: 
- Received Pronunciation  
- Dialect 
- Idiolect 
- Sociolect 
- Accent 
- Phoneme 
- Diphthong 
- Monophthong 
 



You may at this stage realise that not everyone speaks with an RP (Received Pronunciation) accent. 
What other accents or regional dialect do you know about? 
Here are a few examples to get you started: 
- Geordie Dialect and accent 
- Cockney dialect and accent - you could look at Cockney Rhyming Slang 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s play around with sound!  Use the table to look at how different speakers of regional accents 
would pronounce specific words. Some of these cause great confusion and arguments across the 
nation. 
If you are struggling to understand any of the accents, you may be able to use Google or YouTube to 
find speakers with such accents. Interviews with celebrities or footballers is a good place to look! 
 
There are some gaps to add a few examples of your own. 
 

 Bath Scone Water House   

Received 
Pronunciation  

      

Cockney       

Geordie       

       

       

      
           
And finally, a little game! 
 
When I tell you I am going to get a pet ‘ghoti’, can you tell me what I am getting? 
 
Tell me the answer, and how you worked it out.  
 
When you do, you can be welcomed to the world of English Language! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terminology Task 
 

A key part of English Language A Level is learning new terminology to analyse language closely. 
Look up the terms listed below.  
Use more than one source to check the meaning. Make sure you are finding the linguistic/English 
language usage. 
Create your own glossary of key terms – offering definitions and examples of usage. 
Include these terms: 
Noun, verb, adjective, adverb, main clause, subordinate clause, lexis, semantics, phonology, 
pragmatics, preposition, pronoun, article, imperative, determiner, acronym, initialism, passive voice, 
participle 
This is how your resource might look: 
 

English Language Glossary 
 

Want to know what all those weird terms in English Language A Level mean? Read on: and be 
informed, educated, illuminated! 
 
Noun 

 
 
OK, so we are starting simple. You learnt this in pre-school. But it’s important to get the terms right. 
So nouns are the subjects of sentences, the things they are about. They are the key content words in 
our writing. How many nouns can you think of? Seriously, there are literally thousands, so making a 
list of them all might not be practical!  

________________________________________________________ 
 
OK. Now you do the rest  …. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Change 
 

Over time, the English Language has changed a lot. This is due to a number of reasons, including 
travel, technology, social changes and fashions.  

 
What did the English Language used to look like? 
 
Research task: Start by researching the famous texts below. What did the English language look like 
at these particular points in time? What did it sound like (listen to readings of the texts on 
YouTube)? Compile your research findings in an App like Piccollage (or similar).  

 Beowulf (written in the 6th Century- 500s)  

 The Canterbury Tales (written in the 14th Century- 1300s) 

 Gulliver’s Travels (written in 18th Century- 1700s)  

 

 
How has technology affected the English language?  
 
Read the article below (‘How txting is wrecking our Language’, by John Humphrys) 
https://www.christs-hospital.lincs.sch.uk/images/PDFS/English/Mobile_phones_lively_article.pdf 
 
Thinking point: Do you agree with the ideas in the article? What impact do you think technology is 
having on the English Language? How does it impact your own language?  
 
Data collection: Look through your recent instant messaging exchanges with your 
friends and family. Write down any interesting examples of the following: 

 Shortenings (where you have clipped a word) 

 Acronyms (e.g. WTF, CBA) 

 Slang  

 Word order 

 Omission (missing out words e.g. ‘Where we going’ rather than ‘Where are we going’) 

 Non-standard grammar (e.g. ‘no I never’) 

 Ellision (sliding together words e.g. ‘gonna’, ‘coulda’, ‘woulda’) 

 Homophonic representation (letters replacing sounds e.g. ‘c u’ for ‘see you’) 

 Hybrids (blending numbers and letters e.g. 2moro) 

 Emojis  

 Phonetic spellings (spelling a word how it sounds e.g. ‘yaknow’ ‘wot’ ‘o mi god’ 

 Large absence of punctuation 

What patterns do you notice about your language in your instant messages? How does it compare to 
the other people you are messaging? Do you use all of the features above? 
 
 
 

 

https://www.christs-hospital.lincs.sch.uk/images/PDFS/English/Mobile_phones_lively_article.pdf

