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This lessons considers the growing amount of child poverty in

the UK, especially in Teesside.

Child poverty is becoming 'normal' in parts of Great Britain, according

to a new study.

The study carried out by sociologists at the University of

Loughborough found that in some of Britain's biggest cities more than

50% of children are living in poverty.

The data has been shared with the organisation End Child Poverty,

who are the UK's leading child poverty action group.

The group has called on the government to set up a plan of action to

reduce the number of children living in poor conditions.





End Child Poverty is made up of 70 organisations, including charities

and religious groups who want to end child poverty in the UK. The

organisation estimated the number of children living in poverty in each

constituency, which represents a particular area of the country.

They found that child poverty is rising particularly quickly in parts of

major cities, especially London, Birmingham and Manchester,

suggesting that inequality between areas is growing.

They also found that 500,000 more children are living in poor conditions

today than at the start of the decade. End Child Poverty is calling on the

government to come up with a new strategy to tackle child poverty. In

particular, they're asking for more investment in children's services such

as mental health, education, childcare and social care.





Twenty years ago, then-Prime Minister Tony Blair said he wanted to end

child poverty within a generation in the UK. It was his "20-year mission".

According to government figures, 34% of children in the UK were living

in poverty 20 years ago.

It's now down to 30%, which is now around 4.1 million children.

Seventy per cent of children in poverty in the UK are in working families,

up 3% on the year before.

However, the Resolution Foundation, which is a research company

studying poverty, has recently predicted that child poverty will rise to

37% by 2024 unless changes are made.





Poverty in Teesside

Middlesbrough has seen the biggest increase in child poverty in Britain 

over the last five years.

A new study from the University of Loughborough has revealed the parts of 

the country that have already endured the steepest rises in the number 

of children living below the breadline in recent years.

Middlesbrough has been hit harder than any other constituency in Britain, 

with more than four in 10 children classed as being below the breadline, 

even before housing costs are taken into account.

Around 42% of kids in the area are affected - a huge increase from 27% in 

2014/15.





Teesside's estates can be among the most difficult places in England for 

youngsters to grow up.

Almost half of all neighbourhoods in Middleborough are hit by childhood 

poverty. An area of the Thorntree estate is in the top ten worst 

neighbourhoods in England, according to the data, which records how 

many children aged up to 15 are living in income deprived families.

Two other neighbourhoods in Teesside – both not far from Thorntree - in 

South Bank and an area covering Grangetown are the 14th and 17th 

worst for childhood poverty, comparatively.

Local politicians say almost a decade of benefit upheaval and cuts to 

children's services have led to a perfect storm of deprivation, that is now 

starting to bite hardest.





Teesside Live revealed last month that almost 30,000 children are 

living in poverty across Teesside - and half are from working families.

The picture is worst in central Middlesbrough - as official Government 

data revealed three quarters of all kids in one neighbourhood are living 

below the breadline. 

Nationally, the proportion of children living in poverty has increased by 

around two percentage points over the last five years, increasing from 

16% of children in 2014/15 to 18% in 2018/19.





If you were the Prime Minister, what would you do to help children 

growing up in poverty in the UK?

[01] Write down five things you could do?

[02] Read the article ‘Life in a Poor Neighbourhood’, which is about life 

in a deprived area of Leeds. I want you to imagine that you are now a 

resident living on this estate – write a letter to your local MP which 

outlines the suggestions you made above.

[03] Look at the statistics on the next slide – which two statistics do you 

find the most worrying?

[04] Complete the ‘agree/disagree’ grid on ‘poverty’.

Remember, there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers. 




