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Welcome to A Level Drama and Theatre. This booklet aims to guide you through the work of 
important theatre  makers and theatrical styles that you will need to be familiar with in studying A 
Level Drama and Theatre. One of the set texts we study on the course is Antigone – a greek tragedy 
and there are many resources here to lay the foundations for the historical and cultural context of 
this play, this is to help you gain an understanding of the conventions of Greek Theatre and their 

relevance to a modern audience. As well as productions to watch and analyse, podcasts to listen to, 
blogs to make… I have also given some suggestions at the end of the booklet on how you may want 

to develop and refine your creative writing and performing skills to produce some performance work. 

 This is not a reading list. Nor it is not a list of the very best in theatre. Like any art form, it is up to 
taste and great taste comes from a wide and varied diet. 

To ready yourself for A level study be guided  through the assortment of resources available here in a 
spirit of independent enquiry. Find what is new as well as digging deeper into ideas you recognise. 



Reflecting on your learning journey  

 

Should I make notes? 

Yes. But part of Drama is creating and documenting your process, so we would like you to blog 
instead. This could be a video, audio, written or mixed media. For instance, could watch a play and 

then record your reactions, or create an image that reflects the ideas you’ve read. 

 



Historical drama  

 

Listen  

 
1 - Mix up screen time with the pleasure of radio and podcasts. From informative discussion to creative audio production. 

Dig into something new or get to know a subject better. 

Direct link to course texts 

Tragedy - In our Time 

Aristotle’s Poetics - IOT 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p005464v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00xw210


 
2 - Widening your horizons  

History of the written word - IOT 

Originality - IOT 

The  Oresteia (Greek) - IOT 

Comedy in Ancient Drama - IOT 

The Odyssey- IOT 

Where are all the women in historical drama? An essential question to ask. Aphra Benn (IOT)  is the most famous, with 
many more pushed into the periphery. 

Watch productions 

 
3 - NATIONAL THEATRE COLLECTION 

Pre-20th Century Drama 

Use these details to access the films: 

Your access details are: 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/custom-browse?docid=nationalTheatreCollection 
Username:  FH191Y 

                              Password: KO522D 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b018xsmd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00548vy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003k9fk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003c1d3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004y297
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0977v4t
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/custom-browse?docid=nationalTheatreCollection


 
4 - Antigone by Sophocles (set text) 

Classical Greek (400BC) 

 
5 - Medea by Euripides 

Classical Greek (400BC) 

 
6 - The Cherry Orchard by Chekov 

19th Century Naturalism 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/antigone-nt-iid-190787
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/medea-nt-iid-190513
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/the-cherry-orchard-nt-iid-190521


 
7 - Julius Caesar by Shakespeare 

Elizabethan history play with a modern promenade staging at the Bridge Theatre. 

Watch contextual insights 

 
8 - Tragedy 

Prof Edith Hall and Tom Mackenzie provide short intros to key elements in Greek plays. 

YouTube playlist 

 
9 - Audience 

Prof Edith Hall and Oliver Taplin are the go-to people for this area of study. Follow the link below for short videos 
introducing topics related to the people and the times in Athens 400BC. 

Open University - Greek Theatre 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/julius-caesar-bridge-theatre-nt-iid-190522
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlS1ESmUb_tDWSYQ53VlanKVa6wH05G1J
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/history/greek-theatre?track=2


 
10 - Style 

5min introductions to different stylistic elements as well as further insight into Antigone particularly. 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/backstage/greek-theatre 

 
11 - Origins & Athens 

Crash course video on how it all began. 

Crash course video 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/backstage/greek-theatre
https://youtu.be/VeTeK9kvxyo


Modern Drama 

 
 
 

Watch productions 
 

 
12 - Use these details to access the films: 

Your access details are: 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/custom-browse?docid=nationalTheatreCollection 
 

Username:  FH191Y 

Password: KO522D 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/custom-browse?docid=nationalTheatreCollection


 
13 - Small Island by Helen Edmundsen (2020) 

Small Island follows three intricately connected stories. Hortense yearns for a new life away from rural Jamaica, Gilbert 
dreams of becoming a lawyer, and Queenie longs to escape her Lincolnshire roots. Hope and humanity meet stubborn 

reality as the play traces the tangled history of Jamaica and the UK. 

 

14 – Yerma by Simon Stone an adaptation of the original work by Frederico Garcia Lorca (2017)  

A young woman is driven to the unthinkable by her desperate desire to have a child in Lorca’s classic tragedy 
about honour, family and female empowerment. Set in contemporary London, Piper’s portrayal of a woman in 
her thirties desperate to conceive builds with elemental force to a staggering, shocking, climax. 
 

 
15 - A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams (1947) 

As Blanche’s fragile world crumbles, she turns to her sister Stella for solace – but her downward spiral brings her face to 
face with the brutal, unforgiving Stanley Kowalski. 

 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/small-island-nt-iid-192954
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/a-streetcar-named-desire-young-vic-nt-iid-192949


Now Create 

 
Now over to you to create SOMETHING. Perhaps perform a script, write your own, record a radio 
play, create a film on a phone. Below you will see ideas to get the ball rolling; illustrating the 
resources of artists. 

 
16- Dear Ireland 

Irish writers responding to the lockdown. What would you’re response be? 

https://www.abbeytheatre.ie/whats-on/dear-ireland/


 
17- Play at Home 

Major theatres in the US have came together to create a series of short plays from playwrights commissioned specifically 
for this moment of unprecedented isolation to inspire joy and connection for all. All plays are original, family-friendly, and 

ready to be downloaded and enjoyed by everyone. 

 
18- Tea with Emma 

Put the kettle on and settle down for a listen to the phenomenal director of ‘Wise Children’ as she interviews other theatre 
makers. 

Watch  

 
19- Phone Fictions 

From Scottish theatre company Visible Fictions comes the 1 minute challenge. All created on a phone. 

Films include and exciting mix of art forms including stop frame animation, original music, sketches, monologues and more! 

https://www.playathome.org/
https://www.wisechildrendigital.com/tea-and-biscuits
https://visiblefictions.co.uk/?soho_portfolio=phone-fictions-3


 
20 - Interview with a playwright 

Choose someone you’ve never heard of. Listen to what makes them tick as a writer and share your thoughts. 

 
21 - Guide to play writing 

An excellent guide to writing for the stage. With a range of exercises and information on new writing theatre companies. 

Contact 

 
hcullen@conyers.org.uk 
 
Showbie Code: NRYRU 

https://royalcourttheatre.com/series/playwrights-podcast/
https://cdn.oldvictheatre.com/uploads/2020/01/Inside-Guide_Playwriting_.pdf
mailto:hcullen@conyers.org.uk

