
 

 

December 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Christmas is always a lovely time at Conyers with the carol service and Christmas lunch bringing us together as a 
community and providing festive cheer.  It has been even more special this year as we have been able to come 
together to celebrate having missed so much last year.  

Students have also been busy with the mission Christmas campaign supporting the local foodbanks and charities 
providing gifts for needy children. 

The highlight of the term for many was the performance of The Wizard of Oz at The Forum Theatre, Billingham.  It 
was an incredible show with the cast, musicians and crew once again delivering a fabulous performance.  What was 
impressive was the sheer professionalism and talent of a relatively inexperienced team; you could not tell it had 
been two years since the last performance. 

Sports teams have achieved great success and sports leaders have again been able to develop their skills working 
with children in local primary schools. 

As you will see on the coming pages, we have managed to achieve a huge amount both within and beyond the 
classroom and are looking forward to our Christmas break.  This break is well earned for Year 11 who have 
completed their trial exams and await results in January.  

The start of a new year is often time for resolutions and setting a new path.  For those in Year 11 this can be a 
worrying time particularly if there is uncertainty about where the next steps will take them.  As the New Year 
approaches please take time to look at our website which contains lots of useful information about Conyers Sixth 
Form.  A comprehensive programme of support for every student is already underway but holiday time is a good 
time to begin to think about where those next steps might lead. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your unwavering support as we face the pandemic together.  
The latest local public health guidance states the current measures will continue into January.  This means students 
will need to come to school with a mask and a spare.  We are also required to test all students for the virus on their 
return.  Existing consent still applies so you do not need to do anything unless your position has changed.  Tests will 
take place during the first three days of the new term. We are expecting all students to return on Wednesday 5 
January.  

Clearly, the national situation is changing very quickly in the face of the new variant.  Should there be any changes to 
our plans we will inform you via school comms messages and social media so please keep checking. 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a restful holiday.  We look forward to welcoming all students back on 
Wednesday 5 January, 8.55 a.m.  

Conyers School 



Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher's Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Eddy Gowland 10C, Fraser Brownlee 10O and Jackie Lee 10T for excellent engagement in the Maths competition and 
winning the trophy for Conyers. 

Lois Hudson-Foster 9S, Otis Webb 9C and Izzy Phipps 9Y for excellent engagement in the Maths competition and 
representing Conyers so well. 

Lottie Watson 6AR, Sofia Chohan 10N, Joshua Brown 6DK, and Jessica Birtwistle 10N for representing the school so 
beautifully at the Remembrance Day service in Yarm.  Thank you. 

Ellie Sullivan 13CB for being an amazing ambassador for our Sixth Form on a visit to Acklam Grange. 

Daniel Clifford 7Y for an exceptional piece of homework in Design Technology.  You exceeded all expectations.  Well 
done! 

Hot Chocolate Awards 
A huge well done to the following students selected for all their efforts, hard work and commitment: 

Year 12: Eve Walton, Violet Wilson, Poppy Plummer, Jake Allen, Hafsa Jan and Alfie Smith. 

Year 13: Jeni Mae Northend, Nick Meek, Erin Dale, Mathishe Udugampola and Charlotte Harland. 

Year 10: Esther Young, Aleena Qayyum, Charlotte Harper, Grace Martin, Muhammed Naeem and Ferris Welstead. 

Year 7: Esme Stapleton, Lexie Parkinson, Yvie Gibson, Zakk Windebank, Jacob Dudley and Yusuf Hussien. 

 

2021 Exam Certificates 
Summer 2021 exam certificates are available for collection.  However, you are required to make an appointment to 
collect your certificates from school reception.  You must NOT turn up without an appointment, this is to help 
maintain social distancing during these times. 

An appointment must be made using this link Certificate collection booking, which will be live for the remainder of 
the school year. 

When collecting certificates, you must bring a form of photographic ID such as a driving licence or passport and 
masks must be worn whilst on the school site. 

If you would like to nominate an individual to collect your certificates on your behalf, you will need to complete the 
certificate collection request nominated person form.  The nominated individual will need to bring the completed 
form and some photographic ID with them when collecting the certificates.  We will be unable to hand over any 
certificates without these pieces of documentation. 

If you have any questions please email exams@conyers.org.uk  

https://conyersschoolcertificatecollection.youcanbook.me/
http://www.conyers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Certificate-Collection-Request-Nominated-Person.pdf
mailto:exams@conyers.org.uk


Maths 
It's been another busy term in Maths with students in all year groups 
having completed their first assessment as well as working hard in 
lessons.  Among other things, Year 7 have done some fantastic work on 
understanding algebra and using averages; Year 8 students have been 
working on calculating missing angles and learning how to enlarge 
shapes; Year 9 have been investigating properties of quadrilaterals and 
developing their understanding of proportional reasoning; Year 10 
students have developed their understanding of using Pythagoras 
theorem and also of drawing straight line graphs culminating in 
producing some amazing Christmas tree pictures on Desmos. 

Additionally, Key Stage 3 students have taken part in the first ever 
1590 Trust Sumdog competition with 7pq1 coming out as overall 
winners; the highest scoring students being Sam B, Miruna M and Thea 
A - great work on your amazing scores!  Other students have been 
engaging in the weekly Parallel Challenges.  These are interesting, fun 
and challenging tasks that go beyond school maths: mystery and 
history, activities and oddities, puzzles and problems.  For example, 
Year 7s have had tasks about 'Happy numbers', 'Is zero odd or even?', 
'The big bang theory', 'Exoplanets', 'The tale of Ramanujan - the man 
who knew infinity' and 'How to build your own plane'. 

Keep up the great work everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Dates 2021/2022 
Friday 17 December, 2.30pm Students finish for the Christmas holidays, buses early 

Monday 20 December to Tuesday 4 January Christmas holidays 

Wednesday 5 January, 8.55am All students return after the holidays 

Tuesday 11 January, 7.00pm Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 13 to Friday 14 January Year 12 and Year 13 Trial Exams 

Tuesday 25 January Year 11 parent consultations 

Tuesday 8 February Year 9 parent consultations 

Tuesday 1 March Year 12 subject consultations 

Tuesday 8 March Year 13 subject consultations 

Monday 21 to Friday 25 February Half term 

Monday 11 to Friday 22 April Easter holidays 

Monday 2 May Bank holiday 

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June Half term 

Wednesday 20 July to Wednesday 31 August Summer holidays 

Thursday 18 August A Level/BTEC L3 results day 

Thursday 25 August GCSE, BTEC L1/2, CNAT results day 

 



Creative Arts 
It has been a fantastic term for Creative Arts, with Drama, Art and Music students attending many 
out of school activities and events.  

A level Art students have been to York on a photography project and visited the galleries of 
Edinburgh as part of their course looking at modern and contemporary artwork.  Drama students 
have been on theatre visits to see ‘Blood Brothers’, ‘Wuthering Heights’ and ‘Jitney’.  We are extremely proud of the 
effort and commitment the Year 11 and Year 13 students have put into preparing for their examinations this half 
term.  

It was wonderful to be back performing at The Forum Theatre, Billingham, and our school production this term was 
‘The Wizard of Oz’.  We had four shows over 2 days, which included performances to the local primary schools and 
our Year 7 and 8 students.  This was another superb performance by our students who never fail to impress with 
their commitment and endless talents and they richly deserved the standing ovation they received.  Comments we 
received included “Just wanted to say congratulations for another wonderful job, we absolutely loved it” and “I 
would just like to say a very big thank you, to yourself and everyone involved in the production - it was fantastic!’  
We are already planning our next show at The Forum Theatre, which we hope to announce shortly. 

The Conyers School annual carol service took place at Yarm Parish Church.  The service was a special evening and 
celebrated Christmas with readings, carols and student performances.  The atmosphere created was a wonderful 
start to the festive season.  

A very special thank you to the students who practiced and performed through the autumn term, and to the 
dedicated staff who made these events such memorable occasions. 

  



Learning to sing or play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities a young person can do.  
It is widely recognised that studying music helps develop a wide range of skills and abilities that benefit the student 
both academically and emotionally.  This is especially true for students who 
participate in ensembles such as bands and choirs. 

New Starter Offer 

In addition to only being £20 for the first half term, we are offering free loan 
of brass, woodwind or string instruments for anyone having lessons.  Please 
email gomusic@conyers.org.uk for an enrolment pack to take advantage of 
this fantastic opportunity. 

Assisted Purchase 

We recommend that any student who has passed their grade 3 invests in 
their own intermediate instrument.  The best way to do this is through our 
assisted purchase scheme where the cost of the instrument can be spread to 
the end of the academic year and the instrument can be bought without 
having to pay VAT. 

For more information please email gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

This term the musicians at Conyers School have finally had the chance to 
perform live again, entertaining audiences at the Celebration of Achievement Evening, The Wizard of Oz and the 
carol service. 

Overall a very busy and successful half term for our Go Music musicians!  

Twitter: @gomusicconyers (more pictures, and videos!) 

Email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
https://twitter.com/gomusicconyers
mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk


Food Bank Awareness Day 
On Friday 3 December, we held a Food Bank Awareness Day in 
school.  Students and staff contributed to baking cakes, cookies and 
biscuits and students around school were asked to donate either a 
minimum of £1 or a bag of clothes or food towards the Billingham 
Food Bank.  The Year 11 Princes Trust class helped organise this and 
it was a big success as we managed to raise an amazing £86 along 
with some food/clothes donations, all of which will be 
going to the Food Bank. 

 

 

 

Humanities 
Another busy half term for the Humanities Department. 

Following on from work done by RE earlier in the year, Neil Maddison from Middlesbrough FC visited to 
collect our contribution to the Foundation Stones Project. These stones, painted by our students, will 
be part of a display at the National Holocaust Memorial. Conyers and Middlesbrough FC have been 
working alongside each other on this national scheme to raise awareness of the Holocaust among 
children. 

 

  



Year 7, 8 and 9 students visited Farooq E Azam Mosque in Stockton and learned about its role in the local 
community. 

Year 10 Geography and Travel and Tourism students visited Newcastle as part of their human fieldwork, where they 
investigated the impact of migration on the city. 

In lessons, Year 7 History have been studying the causes and consequences of the Black Death.  A 
gruesome but fascinating subject. 

Year 9 Geography have been studying links between health and poverty, investigating why life 
expectancy is 16 years lower for men in central Stockton compared to elsewhere in the borough. 

Finally in RE, Year 8 students have been examining human suffering, looking at the story of Anne Frank as well as 
natural evils such as the Australian Bush Fires of 2020. 

Thank You 
This half term Conyers students, staff and parents demonstrated a real Conyers community spirit by donating bags 
and bags of food, toiletries and gifts for people in need throughout the North East.  The call for donations went out 
at the beginning of the half term and by the end of it the Staff Room was filled with snacks, jars of pasta sauce, 
tinned meat as well as gifts ranging from teddy 
bears and baby rattles to hair dryers and air pods.  
The Christmas spirit of giving and sharing was also 
present during the Christmas Jumper Day when 
students raised more money than ever with all of it 
going to the Save the Children charity.  Thank you 
to all those involved for brightening up someone’s 
day in the coming weeks and letting them know 
that someone cares. 

  



Innovation Station 
An exciting new initiative that gives students access to industry standard media 
editing equipment and software to create projects where the only limitation is their 
imagination! 

If your child wants to get involved, has any questions or ideas for projects please 
contact athompson@conyers.org.uk or the teacher listed below: 

Minecraft Club - Mr Scott: rscott@conyers.org.uk  

Multimedia News Centre - Mr Gallacher: jgallacher@conyers.org.uk  

Gardening Club Video Diary - Mr Hallam: rhallam@conyers.org.uk  

 

 

 

PE 
It has been amazing to have so much sport up and running again in school this term.  The extra-
curricular activities organised by the PE department have been fantastically well attended by so many 
students across all ages in school.  These have included social football on a lunchtime and early 
morning football team practices, social and team netball, rugby, cricket, badminton, dodgeball and 
even American football!! 

This amazing dedication to sport and 
enthusiasm has led to some great successes.  A 
number of boys and girls have represented the 
Cleveland Schools FA this year.  Our school 
football, netball and rugby teams have all 
enjoyed playing and competing locally.  Our 
wonderful Sports Leaders have organised and 
run a range of Primary Festivals supporting 
young people and getting them actively 
involved in sport.  Outside of school we are 
very proud that Gracie Mitchell is the Teesside 
Sprint Series Junior Max Champion! 

At the Stockton Sports Hall Athletics, the Year 8 boys and girls both finished third, the Year 7 boys finished second 
and the Year 7 girls finished first; all qualifying for the next round. 

  

mailto:rscott@conyers.org.uk
mailto:jgallacher@conyers.org.uk
mailto:rhallam@conyers.org.uk


Our Under 16 Netball team won the Stockton Finals whilst all of 
our netball teams have performed brilliantly throughout the 
term. There was a fantastic effort from all of our runners at the 
Stockton Schools Cross Country Championships at Preston Park, 
with six Conyers students qualifying to represent Stockton. 

 

 

The department have organised some amazing trips, including taking groups to watch the Newcastle Eagles 
Basketball team, the England Lionesses and to see our own Miss Holmes play for Durham Women FC against 
Manchester United. 

All of this would not be possible without the energy and skill of the staff in the PE department who work so hard to 
provide such incredible opportunities for the students.  Thank you. 

We are also delighted that Go Sport Conyers has made such a positive impact within the Community after a difficult 
year.  The Go Sport programme continues to provide a wide range of accessible and affordable sporting, health and 
recreational opportunities.  The addition 
of the new Activity Studio has allowed 
for more dance, Pilates and yoga and we 
are excited that the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme has also joined our 
programme. 

We are also extremely proud and 
honoured to have received the SME 
Northern Enterprise Award for the Best 
Community Sports & Fitness Project - 
Yorkshire for the second year running.  
This is an outstanding achievement by 
the team! 

From everyone in the PE department 
and Go Sport, Happy Christmas!! 



 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               

Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 

Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk 

Website: www.conyers.org.uk/go-sport/ 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gosportconyers 

 

 


