
 

 
April 2022 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

This has been a term in which we have celebrated the wonderful efforts of those in our school community.  Our 
Spotlight has given us the opportunity to visit lessons where students are working hard and achieving excellence.  
We have certainly got our step counts up as every hour of every day there has been so much to celebrate.  You can 
see from our newsletter and our social media platforms how much we have to be proud of. 

Our sports teams have really done us proud and an incredible number of trophies now fill our trophy cabinets and a 
number of students have also achieved individual sporting success.  

Students and staff have also shown their compassion for others with a wonderful response to the appeal for those 
facing unimaginable suffering as a result of the war in Ukraine.  We stood in solidarity in blue and yellow during our 
focus day and classrooms were filled with donations for those who have lost everything.  

Next term is a very busy and important one as our students in Year 11 and 13 will face the first set of external 
examinations since 2019.  Students have been working very hard to prepare and there is an extensive programme of 
revision classes to support students during the Easter break.  Students in all other years will have their end of year 
exams during the term and are busy preparing for these assessments.  Once assessments are out of the way we have 
a fantastic programme of trips and visits to look forward to and Year 11 and 13 will celebrate completing their exams 
with the traditional summer ball and prom. 

Easter will be a busy time for the site team as work will finally get underway on our student toilet refurbishment 
programme.  We secured funding for this work in June 2020 but the challenges of the last two years has meant that 
this work has been subject to successive delays.  However, the programme which commences during the holidays 
will mean that students will have the facilities they deserve by September. 

Have a wonderful and restful Easter break and we look forward to welcoming staff and students back to school on 
Monday 25 April, 8.55am.  

Conyers School 



Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher's Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Shay Larkin 11C for demonstrating consideration and kindness towards others in the school community.  A 
wonderful gesture! 

Mya Finch 9H for working hard and making exceptional progress in Geography. 

Hot Chocolate Awards 
Year 7: Jess Richardson, India Richards, Joseph Batty, Lizzie Holbourn, Sophie Krenzler and Luca Paleschi. 

Year 8: Holly Wise, Aidan Husband, Robbie Bruce, James Cowan, Isabelle McCue and Abby Watson. 

Year 9: Leanna Jones, Grace Forster, Sophie McGrath, Tom Davey, Thomas Edmundson and Gregor Young. 

Year 10: Luke Sumner, Suzannah Utley, Alisa Taylor, Abigail Butler, Seth Cowling and Liyah Singh. 

Year 11: Isobel Cordey, Layla Dunn, Priya Sukhraj Kaur-Singh, Fizza Wasif, Hatty Jones and Eve Austin. 

Celebrating Vocational Students at Conyers 
At Conyers we offer a range of vocational subjects at both GCSE and A-Level.  We have BTEC’s in: Travel and Tourism, 
Health and Social Care, Sport, IT and Engineering. 

These courses allow for students to get practical, hands-on experience in the workplace, in lessons and out in the 
community.  This half term has been a busy one.  With exam results and some outstanding work from students. 

Vocational Stars of the Half Term 

BTEC L2 Travel and Tourism:  McKenzie Thorpe for consistently producing amazing work and 
surpassing his target at every opportunity! 

BTEC L2 Health and Social Care: Layla Dunn Year 11 for a fantastic work ethic and is always 
wanting and willing to do more to ensure she gains distinctions in all her coursework.  Well 
done! 

BTEC L3 Health and Social Care: Ellie Green Year 13.  Ellie has produced some outstanding 
coursework that goes beyond expectations for a Level 3 qualification.  Ellie is definitely ready for university.  

BTEC L2 PE: Ellie Plews Year 11 for being absolutely amazing in BTEC PE in her practical work.  She is working really 
hard and is a fantastic student. 

BTEC L3 Engineering: Jian Le He Year 12, for working really hard and flying ahead in his most recent practical unit.  

BTEC L3 IT: Alliesse Georgiou Year 12, for working really 
hard over the last few months and produced some 
brilliant coursework. 

News 

This term at both Level 2 and Level 3, vocational 
students have undertaken external examinations and 
the results so far have been fantastic.  Level 3 Health 
and Social Care students were very happy with their 
outcomes.  In particular, excellent outcomes from 
Lovpreet Kaur, Molly Lawson, Carla Breckon, Emily 
Kearton and Sky Pounder.  Miss Bray and Mrs Lowe 
were very impressed with the class as a whole. 



They now are preparing for Anatomy and Physiology and Research in Health and 
Social Care external exams for May/June. 

Level 3 Engineering students have also been working on ‘microcontroller systems for 
engineers’ unit and have been producing some outstanding work.  Jian Li He and Max 
Parker, have produced some fantastic programming work. 

Keep an eye out for news on our social media platforms!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

English 
This half-term saw members of Year 11 experiencing Poetry Live in Bradford, where poet laureate Simon Armitage, 
former laureate Carol Ann Duffy and other poets from the GCSE syllabus read and talked about their poems.  It 
proved to be a fascinating and eye-opening experience for all concerned.  In 
school, students have been striving to gain a place on our new Spotlight display 
board which features examples of the best English work across all year groups.  
Check out our team Twitter feed for further examples of excellence in English, 
every Friday.  Meanwhile in Year 12, students were rewarded for producing an 
excellent display on the poetic style of William Blake with the promise of an 
Easter egg.  Hopefully, the prizes have been delivered and consumed by now. 

Twitter: @ConyersEnglish 

 

  

https://twitter.com/ConyersEnglish


Science 
This term has seen the start of the Year 7 science club with Dr Hallam and Miss Crosby.  This has been attended by 
some very enthusiastic budding scientists from Year 7 who started by looking at the science of eggs!  

So far we have dissolved the shell using vinegar to produce bouncing eggs before testing how high we can drop eggs 
from before they break.  We have also explored the strength in the double curve of an egg shell testing to see how 
much weight they could support.  We found that given the correct distribution of enough eggs we could support one 
of our super scientists.  

 

We have now moved on to rocket power and are currently designing and 
producing our own air powered rockets to determine which design is best 
with test launches happening very soon.  We have used Space X launches as 
inspiration and were very impressed with the sustainability of their rockets 
returning to automated landing pads in the Atlantic Ocean to be used again. 

Science club takes place in room 201 at 1pm until 1.35pm every Thursday.  If 
you are interested in coming please speak to Dr Hallam, Miss Crosby or any of 
your science teachers for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Preloved Uniform 
Our Preloved Uniform scheme has continued to be a huge success across Conyers this year, helping many of our 
families.  So many parents and students have donated items of uniform, which no longer fit or are no longer needed.  
If you have any donations or are struggling to purchase a uniform, please contact Mrs McLean 
at kmclean@conyers.org.uk and we will try to help where possible and always appreciate and welcome donations.  
Likewise, the overwhelmingly generous donations we received for the Prom Appeal really made a difference to some 
of our students, helping to ensure they had the best Prom experience.  They were so appreciative.  If you would like 
to donate any Prom clothing or accessories to our Prom appeal this year that too would be greatly appreciated. 

 

  

mailto:kmclean@conyers.org.uk


Learning to sing or play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable 
activities a young person can do. It is widely recognised that studying Music helps develop 
a wide range of skills and abilities that benefit the student both academically and 
emotionally.  This is especially true for students who participate in ensembles such as 
bands and choirs. 

For more information please email gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

It's been a busy half term for Go Music musicians!  The new ‘Showcases’ were a success, 
with nearly 100 students taking part and performing in front of very appreciative 
audiences.  For many students it was the first time they had performed since lockdown 
and for some it was their first ever public appearance... a significant milestone!  Check out 
social media for snippets of the performances. 

The events had a lovely community vibe to them, with performances from local primary 
school students and the community choir that rehearses at Conyers every Wednesday 
(email gomusic@conyers.org.uk for more info about joining). 

The Conyers School Band and Choir have received confirmation that they will be performing at Disneyland Paris in 
July which is exciting news and will be perfect preparation for the Summer Concert the following week! 

The graded exams for this year are ‘digital’ again, very similar to last year.  If you are expecting you child to take an 
exam (they will be aware!) please keep an eye out for an email from your child's peripatetic teacher after Easter with 
more details on the process. 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 4 to Friday 8 July: Tour to Paris  

Wednesday 13 July: Summer Concert, Stockton Baptist Church 

Twitter: @gomusicconyers (more pictures, and videos!) 

Email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
https://twitter.com/gomusicconyers
mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk


Innovation Station 
An exciting new initiative that gives students access to industry standard media 
editing equipment and software to create projects where the only limitation is their 
imagination! 

If your child wants to get involved, has any questions or ideas for projects please 
contact athompson@conyers.org.uk or the teacher listed below: 

Minecraft Club - Mr May: tmay@conyers.org.uk  

Multimedia News Centre - Mr Gallacher: jgallacher@conyers.org.uk  

Gardening Club Video Diary - Mr Hallam: rhallam@conyers.org.uk  

Drone Club - Coming soon! droneclub@conyers.org.uk 

 

 

Vinnie 
Vinnie, our school dog, was exhausted but so happy after our latest sports based Focus Day.  Students from each 
year group were given the opportunity to walk him and Mrs McLean's three dogs around the local estates.  The 
students were fantastic and great ambassadors for Conyers, with several members of the public commenting on how 
polite, sensible and friendly they were. 

This followed our alternative PE timetable for some of 
our Year 10 and 11 students, who regularly take Vinnie 
and his friends as part of their Core PE sessions.  The 
students have had some great things to say about the 
sessions - they have been a real success! 

"The dog walking lessons have really helped me with 
my injury to my knee as I could not do a lot of the 
exercises PE had in them, it also helps with the mental 
health. I have been diagnosed with anxiety and this has 
really helped me escape reality and all the stress that I 
feel.  I love all the dogs but my favourite is Vinnie.  He is 
a lovely dog.  They all are.  It is nice to get away and 
have lots of different talks with people.  Thank you for 
this.  You have really helped me." 

"I prefer dog walking to sports as I don’t consider myself sporty.  I love socialising with others during this time and 
with dog walking I’m able to do this without worrying.  It’s great because I am able to get exercise and fresh air in a 
position I feel comfortable in.  We do around 4000 steps.  Also, personally it’s great for my mental health as being 
around animals really helps with my anxiety." 

"I like the vibes, I think we all have a laugh like we all get on well and it’s nice!  I especially love Socksy!  He will 
forever have a special place in my heart!  Truthfully, I can't think of anything I don’t like!" 

"I find that these sessions give me fresh air and time to reflect in a calm way." 

 

 

If your family's circumstances have changed recently and you feel your child may be entitled to free school 
meals, please follow the link below. 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims 

mailto:athompson@conyers.org.uk
mailto:tmay@conyers.org.uk
mailto:jgallacher@conyers.org.uk
mailto:rhallam@conyers.org.uk
mailto:droneclub@conyers.org.uk
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims


Year 11 
We really want to say a huge well done to our fantastic Year 11 students, who have shown such 
dedication this half term, attending CLASS sessions after school, lunchtime revision sessions and 
Breakfast Club.  They have really shown a mature and dedicated attitude towards their GCSEs.  CLASS 
sessions will be starting back up after the Easter break. 

A final push on our Easter revision sessions available during the holidays.  Miss Croft has sent out an email to all Year 
11 students with a list of all sessions available.  Please make sure your child has filled in the form by the end of this 
week to secure their places to ensure the best possible grades for themselves. 

 

Humanities 
Another busy half term for the Humanities department. 

In RE, Year 8 students have been working on a presentation comparing religious and scientific views on a variety of 
different topics, such as genetic engineering, animal experimentation and climate change.  Although nervous at first, 
their hard work and determination have made their presentations a pleasure to watch.  Year 7 have been studying 
pilgrimages.  They have looked at places around the world, which religions visit there and the religious significance of 
these places.  They are also busy revising for their first end of year tests, designing mind maps to help them with 
these important assessments. 

 

Year 7 Geographers have been working hard on presentations on extreme weather events, invaluable work for this 
subject and well as the future of the planet.  Year 9 have been working on 20th Century issues such as globalisation, 
migration and plastic pollution.  Again, these important issues are essential knowledge for young people in this ever-



changing world.  Mr Scott’s classes have been looking at the historical causes of the situation in Ukraine and what 
they can do to help. 

 

In History, Year 8 have been researching the role of NFL 
protests in the Black Lives Matter movement and have 
been comparing this to protest movements in the past.  
Year 7 are enjoying studying Queen Elizabeth I at the 
moment, looking at the problems she faced, such as the 
Spanish Armada, as well as examining the differences 
between rich and poor in Elizabethan society.  After 
studying the Treaty of Versailles and the League of 
Nations, Year 9 are excited to be studying Hitler’ 
Foreign Policy aims and are looking at links with the 
present situation in Ukraine. 

Finally, staff and students will all be sad to see Mr Scott 
leaving us at the end of the term.  He is moving on to 
pastures new.  His positivity, enthusiasm and passion for his subject have been appreciated by all and we wish him 
luck in his new school. 

 

Maths 
This term has seen a range of skills being developed in lessons including Year 7 exploring the equivalence of 
fractions, decimals and percentages and learning proportional reasoning techniques.  Year 8 have been extending 
their competence at solving equations.  Year 9 students have been learning about Pythagoras Theorem and learning 
how to apply it to solve problems in right-angled triangles.  While Key Stage 4 and 5 students have been continuing 
to work hard towards their exams. 

During the term, there has also once again been lots of students involved in a range of different maths competitions.  
In January a selection of students from Years 7 and 8 took part in the 25th Anniversary UKMT Maths Challenge - this 
was an extra opportunity for students to get involved in a selection of stimulating problem solving tasks.  The highest 
scoring students in Year 8 were Meg Cuthbert and Will Elder; the best performance in Year 7 was from Aidan Hall. 

Then the Intermediate UKMT Maths Challenge took place in February - this involved a selection of our Year 9, 10 and 
11 students completing a selection of challenging questions which encourage students to develop mathematical 
reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.  
Over 50 students were awarded certificates for being in the top 50% of all entries.  Seven amazing 
students were awarded the coveted gold award; Joseph Watson, Kadhim Kadhim, Lauren Gill, Eddy 
Gowland, Amaan Mughal, Fergus Young and Jackie Lee.  These 7 went through to the next round, the 
Pink Kangaroo, with Eddy and Fergus both scoring in the top 25% of the country, despite still only being 
in Year 10.   



Over the February half term, a selection of students were set the Newcastle University Challenge - all of the 
questions for this year’s challenge were inspired by famous paintings.  Otis Webb in Year 9 had his work selected to 
win a certificate and an opportunity to attend a mathematical lecture at Newcastle University. 

In March there was another Sumdog competition, this time for students in schools across Stockton, 7rs3 were the 
highest scoring class in Conyers – with Thomas W of 7pq2 being the highest scoring individual student.  

On pi-day (14 March) students in all years engaged in a range of activities to develop their understanding of the 
number pi and how it is used to calculate the circumference and area of circles.  How many digits of pi can you still 
remember? 

April started with some classes being fooled by a sneaky starter problem with an important message – ‘make sure 
you read all the instructions before starting a task!’ 

PE 
It has quite possibly been the busiest term for sport the PE department can remember.  It has been wonderful to see 
a full return to competitive fixtures and Conyers students have been amazing both for school and outside of it. 

There has been some exceptional success on the sports fields and an enormous number of students engaged in our 
recreational and social activities. 

Our achievements this term have included; 

Football 

The Under 14 girls have made it into the football County Cup final after winning 
their semi-final 4-3 on penalties. 

The Year 8 girls football team are the Stockton 5-a-side football champions. 

The Year 7 boys football team have played 5 and won 5 in the Stockton Schools 
league. 

The Year 11 boys football team made the semi-finals of the County Cup. 

The Year 8 boys football made it to the finals of the Stockton 5-a-side league 

Netball 

The Year 7 girls netball team made it to the Under 13 Stockton Schools Premiership 
Final.  Well done to all of the girls netball teams who have been superb throughout the term and played an 
incredible number of fixtures in the league competition. 

Rugby 

Year 7 boys played some fantastic Rugby 7’s in Durham County competitions. 

The Under 15 boys rugby team finished as runners up at the Durham County RFU 7’s and then went on to win the 
Cleveland 7’s in the same week. 

Our Under 13 girls rugby team took part in their first Stockton Schools 
competition ever! 

Megan O playing for Durham County Under 16 rugby team and being 
part of the Newcastle Falcons Academy programme. 

Fin R representing Newcastle Falcons Under 17 team at the RFU 
Academy Festival. 

Cricket 

The Under 15 and Under 13 girls teams took part in the Lady Taverners 
Indoor Cricket competition, the only school to enter two teams at both 
age groups! 

 

 



Athletics 

The Year 7 girls and boys reached the finals of the County Sports Hall Athletics.  

Sarah A running at the National Cross Country championships and finishing fourth out of the Cleveland runners. 

Individual Success 

Annabel L won her national 50m freestyle swimming qualifier in a PB of 34.8secs. 

Henry M qualified for the England team going to Prague for the World Youth Kettlebell Championships. 

Sophie K came fourth in the 60m sprint at the North East Counties Indoor Athletics Championships. 

Sports Leaders and Primary Activities 

Our Girls’ Sports leaders are attending the ‘Girls Can Coach’ course. 

The after school Primary PE Stars has been very successful, run by PE staff and Sports Leaders.  These leaders have 
also been helping PE staff in the primaries as part of the Primary PE 
offer. 

Eight Year 9 students participated in two Stockton Schools Sport 
Partnership Leadership Academy days aiming to be part of the 
Commonwealth Games in July. 

The Football leaders ran the Levendale Primary School ‘Girls Can Play’ 
day as part of the National Girls Football Day with every single girl at 
Levendale taking part. 

Conyers Sports Leaders also ran the Schools Sport Partnership Girls 
Football Finals and Skills Day and the Schools Sport Partnership 
Cluster Netball ‘Stingers’ event. 

Whole School 

We had an amazing Focus Day that included the Sport Relief mile for over 1000 Conyers students and then a wide 
variety of sports including UV Dodgeball, Football, Just Dance, Kinball and Archery. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported and encouraged all the activity this term.  A big thank you also to 
Hutchinson & Hobbs, DF Coaching and Stockton RFC for their generous sponsorship of our new football and rugby 
kits - they have been well used this term!! 

 

Calendar Dates 2021/2022 
Monday 11 to Friday 22 April Easter holidays 

Monday 2 May Bank holiday 

Monday 16 to Friday 20 May Year 8 exams 

Tuesday 17 May Year 10 subject consultations 

Monday 23 to Friday 27 May Year 7 exams 

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June Half term 

Monday 6 to Friday 10 June Year 9 exams 

Tuesday 14 June Year 8 subject consultations 

Monday 20 to Friday 24 June Year 10 exams 

Monday 20 June to Friday 1 July Year 12 exams 

Tuesday 21 June Year 7 subject consultations 

Monday 4 July Sixth Form transition 

Tuesday 5 July Year 12 UCAS Parents Evening 

Thursday 7 July New Year 7 Parents Evening 

Friday 8 July New Year 7 Induction Day 

Wednesday 13 July Summer Concert 

Wednesday 20 July to Wednesday 31 August Summer holidays 

Thursday 18 August A Level/BTEC L3 results day 

Thursday 25 August GCSE, BTEC L1/2, CNAT results day 


