
 
May 2022 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

It has been a short but hard working half term, particularly for those students who are taking their GCSE or A level 
examinations and we have been impressed by their conduct and dedication so far.  This is even more noteworthy as 
this is the first set of external exams since 2019. 

As half term approaches revision should continue to take place on a daily basis.  If you have any concerns or queries 
about examination preparation please contact school and we will be delighted to help.  Revision also takes place 
during the school day to ensure students are fully prepared and are able to ask any last minute questions. 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 12 face examinations next half term and should be preparing at home for their 
assessments.  Again, form tutors and subject teachers will be able to provide advice and support.  Results will 
provide parents with useful information about progress and teachers will use this information to plan the next steps 
for students to ensure they achieve the best possible outcomes. 

There has also been time to recruit the new student leadership team this half term.  The process includes a 
presentation, student vote and interview with senior staff.  Therefore, congratulations to our new Head Students 
and their assistants.  We look forward to working with them next year. 

Head Students 

Olivia Evans  Joe Fixter 

Assistants  

Erin Scott  Charlie McMurdo  Arzoo Ali  Amina Marshall 

 

 

Have a wonderful half term break. We look forward to welcoming all students back on Monday 6 June, 8.55am. 

  

Conyers School 



Celebrating Achievement 
Headteacher's Commendations 
Were awarded to: 

Chantelle Vandirai, Ifra Khaliq, Fatma Nada, Husna Baig, Amani Khossa, Aleeshah Hussain, Megan Walker, Eva 
Hussain, Lili Creighton-Banks, Niamh Creighton-Banks, Poppy Robinson, Maisie Parkes, Babi Bartliff, Zohra Mustafa, 
Mahima Begum, Fatima Fatty, Inaya Mahmood, Mahnoor Maqsood, Saffa Khossa, Husna Matloob, Kara Nwajiobi, 
Jumana Abouelghit, Georgia Chapman, Hannah Armstrong, Abi Edwards, Yusuf Hussien and Maira Majid for being 
amazing ambassadors for our school and promoting racial justice so powerfully.  Thank you. 

Dom Serafini, Nick Meek and Oli Barnard for working as sound, recording and lighting technicians at Northallerton 
Forum's Charity Big Band evening. 

Izzy McGough for the wonderful friendship, support and kindness shown to a fellow student.  You are a very special 
young woman. 

Hot Chocolate Awards 
Year 12: Megan Lee, Rhianna Lees, Jorja Watt, Jonathon Day, Alexander Crow and Alice Montgomery. 

Year 13: George Gursoy, Nina Turner, Calum Robinson, Emily Swan, Olivia-Grace Murphy and Jamie Brown. 

Year 7: Katie White, Nancy Hobbs, Isabel Husband, Alexander Austin, Rafael Francis and Aaryaan Aazer. 

Year 8: Isabelle McCue, Anisha Singh, Adam Ahmad, David Ciuca, Isa Khaliq and Jak Tyler. 

Year 9: Eva Hussain, Ned Parker, Megan Walker, Lois Hudson-Foster, Fatima Fatty and Amelia Potter. 

Celebrating Vocational Students at Conyers 
At Conyers we offer a range of vocational subjects at both GCSE and A-Level.  We have BTEC’s in: Travel and Tourism, 
Health and Social Care, Sport, IT and Engineering. 

These courses allow for students to get practical, hands-on experience in the workplace, in lessons and out in the 
community.  

This half term has seen students completing their courses and preparing for summer exams. 

Vocational Stars of the Half Term 

BTEC L2 Travel and Tourism: Max Zangana for working exceptionally hard and exceeding his 
target on his recent travel assessment. 

BTEC L2 Health and Social Care: Jessica Whyte, Munya Ngorima and Maddie Levick for 
fantastic work ethic and preparing for the exam board sample. 

BTEC L3 Health and Social Care: Rhianna Lees for working to a high standard and is going 
above and beyond in preparing for external exams.  Well done! 

BTEC L2 PE: Tiana Welikela for a superb attitude towards all elements of BTEC, recently working at a Distinction level.  
She constantly wants to improve her work and she has shown excellent leadership skills. 

BTEC L3 IT: Jacob Raw for completing his projects to such a high standard.  Keep up the good work! 

News 

Work experience is one of the highlights of a vocational course.  At level 2, in 
Year 10 we offer our students the opportunity to take part in a few days 
experience in an early years or health setting.  Although this is not a 
compulsory part of the course we feel it is important for young people to gain 
that vital insight into the working world and grow in confidence as a result.  
Level 2 Health and Social Care students are currently looking for work 



experience placements for the week of the 4 July.  If you could offer a placement to one of our 
students in either a health or social care setting please get in touch with Mrs Sanvitale, Head of 
Health and Social Care. 

At level 3, Health and Social Care students have to complete 100 hours of experience, a dedicated 
placement day once a fortnight allows students to complete their hours throughout the year and 
develop skills which take them onto university and apprenticeships within the field of Health and 
Social Care.  Universities will often interview students for courses such as Nursing, Social Work and 
Teaching based on the added value this opportunity has. 

In other news: Some Year 13 Health and Social Care students are visiting London in June to visit the 
Welcome Collection - exploring health and the mind.  They will also get the chance to see a show in the West End!  

There is also a Vocational Event on 1 July where students from Year 9 upwards will get the opportunity to discuss 
careers and get some top tips on how to access higher education and apprenticeships in vocational subjects, like 
Travel and Tourism, Health and Social Care and IT from previous students.  If any parents/carers work in any of these 
sectors and would like to be involved please contact Mrs Sanvitale.  

Please keep an eye out on social media for updates! 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

If your family's circumstances have changed recently and you feel your child may be entitled to free school 
meals, please follow the link below. 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims


Maths 
This half term started with a group of Year 7 and 8 students taking part in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge.  
Eighteen students in Year 7 were awarded a certificate; six achieved a Bronze Award, eleven achieved a Silver Award 
and Luca P was best in year, achieving a Gold Award. 

 
Thirty four students in Year 8 were also awarded certificates; eighteen achieved a Bronze Award, twelve achieved a 
Silver Award and four achieved a Gold Award with Jess B scoring the best in the year.  Well done to everyone who 
took part. 

 
There was also success in the follow on round to the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge for Years 9-10 with two of 
our talented Year 10 students competing in the Pink 
Kangaroo round, for which they achieved a certificate of 
merit. 

Otis from Year 9 was invited to a lecture at Newcastle 
University after his entry was selected for an award in the 
Newcastle University Challenge 2022.  He thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience of being involved in the lecture, 
which was given by a mathematician about her research 
on the universe. 

In lessons, Year 7 have been building their skills at solving 
equations and doing some tricky fraction and percentage problems.  Year 8 have been developing their 
understanding of probability and straight-line graphs.  Year 9 have also been working on solving equations; but they 
have been looking at how they can apply their skills to help solve simultaneous equations.  Year 10 students have 



been investigating area and volume problems - including using oranges to explain the formula for the surface area of 
a sphere. 

 
To finish the half term, Year 12 Maths and Further Maths students are attending an afternoon of problem solving, 
which will also cover the difficult entrance exams required for certain universities. It aims to promote mathematical 
thinking and reasoning through the development and solving of problems. 

In addition, of course, Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 students have been continuing their exam preparation.  Well 
done to those Year 10 and 11 students who have already sat their Number and Measures Level 1 Award, and good 
luck to all students in their upcoming GCSE and A-level exams; I am sure all your hard work will pay off! 

English 
Naturally, this half-term has been all about our exam classes in Years 11 and 13.  It was great to see so many 
students attending our GCSE revision sessions during the Easter break.  After school CLASS sessions have also been 
well attended.  Revision materials on Google Drive, Showbie and in paper form have been utilised.  Seneca is also a 
particular help for GCSE students, and we have subscribed to another online revision package via ZigZag education.  
Students in Year 13 have been offered extra lessons in person and via Zoom.  They too can access all the past papers 
from their syllabuses on Showbie.  Because we finish our basic teaching early, we have been able to do a lot of 
revision lessons in normal class time for both Year 11 and 13.  We wish all students the best of luck 
and would remind them that we continue to be available during lesson time and at other times to 
offer support and advice as the exams take place.  Any worries should be addressed via email to a 
student's class teacher.  

 

Careers 
It has been another busy half term for our Careers programme.  All of our Year 11 students have had meetings with 
the Executive Team and Careers Adviser and Youth Direction have been in school supporting our students with their 
choices post 16.  Middlesbrough College also came in for a drop in session over a lunchtime with a number of Year 
10 and 11 students attending.  In preparation for their exams, students have worked with their tutors to devise a 
thorough revision plan. 

Next half term all of Year 12 will be undertaking work experience which should give students a valuable insight into 
the world of work.  Some students in Travel and Tourism and Health and Social Care continue to gain valuable work 
experience through their course programme. 

There are a number of exciting events taking place in June and July including a Stock Market Challenge for our Year 
10 Business students and a Medical Mavericks event for Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 students which we hope will 
inspire the next generation of medics and scientists.  A group of our Year 12 Economics/Business students will once 
again be competing against other schools and colleges in the North East CIPFA Management Games. 

We are looking for local employers to help support the school next year with employer talks, work experience 
placements/visits etc.  If anyone is interested and able to offer some support please contact jcroft@conyers.org.uk.  

mailto:jcroft@conyers.org.uk


Conyers Developing New Practices to Support 
Young People 

The Thrive Approach is a dynamic, developmental and trauma-sensitive way of meeting the emotional and social 
needs of young people.  At Conyers we have four trained Thrive Practitioners, with senior leaders completing 
awareness sessions.  Additionally ten Teaching Assistants have completed a course to increase their awareness of 
Thrive and learned strategies to support young people in the classroom and beyond.  As part of the Year 6 transition 
we are using Thrive interventions to help children settle more quickly, working closely with Layfield Primary School.  
Over the next year we are working towards Conyers becoming a Thrive School of Excellence. 

 

Science 
Since the last newsletter the students who have taken part in Science Club have test launched their designs and have 
found very effective shapes to produce an incredibly straight 
flight path when they were tested in the gym.  They were also 
incredibly accurate as several flights hit the basketball 
backboard.  The students have also been inspired by Space X 
and their reusable rocket stages.  The challenge has been set 
for the students to combine everything that they have done in 
Science Club so far and produce an air powered bottle rocket 
that is able to launch an egg and safely return both the egg and 
the rocket for reuse.  So far they have designed and planned 
the rockets they wish to build and have watched videos on how 
to assemble and connect parachutes to them to guarantee a 
soft touch down.  After half term they will be launching their 
rockets and finding out if their designs have worked. 

 

IT 
This term has seen an exciting new adventure for our Year 8 and 9s in IT!  We have had a big push this term with 
getting girls involved in STEM subjects, focusing on Computing and IT.  Our Girls into Computing club has had an 
exciting opportunity to work on their very own games!  We have entered a competition working with Smallpeice 
Trust, alongside other schools to challenge our students to be the best they can and encourage future careers in the 
gaming industry. 

Students have been split into their own game development groups, identifying programmers, designers, musicians 
and artists!  Each group has a choice to make either a maze 
game, an adventure game or a hide and seek game.  The work 
our students are doing has been absolutely amazing to see and 
they have really had a chance to show off their talent! 

These games will be sent off to Playground Games (the team 
behind the Forza games) to be judged and awarded a prize.  If 
you would like to join this club and get involved in this 
competition or any other competition, it is open for Year 8 and 
Year 9 girls every Tuesday Lunchtime. 

Coming soon:  

The 2022 Conyers Primary Lego Competition. 

Year 12 work experience.  



Humanities 
With staff and students working flat out with GCSE and A level courses, it is 
nice to focus on the younger year groups. 

Year 7 students have been looking at the topic of ‘Inspirational People’ in 
their RE lessons.  This has involved them studying the story of local man Gram 
Seed and his story of turning his life around.  Students have enjoyed project 
work on this most inspirational of men.  Year 8 have been looking at how 
animals are treated by different religions around the world.  Comparing 
different religions attitudes to animals has proved a fascinating subject. 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, Year 7 have been making the most of the sunshine to investigate microclimates around the school.  
Getting used to geography instruments is an important skill for those thinking about studying Geography later on in 
the school.  Year 8 students have spent the last half term studying China and how it has developed over the years. 

 

In History, Year 7 have been examining life in Elizabethan England.  One of the most interesting monarchs in our 
history, Elizabeth I’s reign saw great changes for both the rich and the poor.  Year 8 have just completed their exam 
work on the Civil Right Movement.  Now more relevant than ever, this period in world history has inspired some 
excellent work this half term. 

Obviously, this time of year sees exams for GCSE and A level students.  Their efforts at this potentially stressful time 
of year have been greatly appreciated.  Their attitude and hard work should see great success when results are 
announced this summer. 

Finally, the Humanities department would like to wish Miss Brown the best of luck in her new job as she leaves 
Conyers at the end of this half term.  She will be missed by staff and students alike. 

 

  



Creative Arts 

Year 10 spent the morning visiting the Baltic to look at the 
work of contemporary artists as part of the GCSE NEA.  The 
students took on board the concept challenges of artists 
work. 

 

Year 10 photographers and Mrs Blades 
visited Hartlepool Marina to look at 
‘Reflections’ for their GCSE NEA work. 

Year 8 Drama have created Paper Man puppets and workshopped with 
them in lessons. 

 



 

PE and Sport 
A huge congratulations to Henry and Alex L on their incredible show jumping achievements this term, which includes 
qualification for the Hickstead International Horse Show and both of them competing together at the Great 
Yorkshire Show! 

Well done to all of our athletes who took part in our first athletics fixture against Our Lady and St Bede and All 
Saints.  Over 70 students represented Conyers with a number of excellent performances across the board! 

Sophie K produced a personal best in the North Eastern Counties Athletics Association Championships winning silver 
in the 200m. 

The girls’ Sports Leaders have had a fantastic afternoon running a Summer Sports Festival at Levendale Primary. 

Cricket and rounders training is now in full flow and there will be lots of fixtures coming up after half term. 

Fin R has continued his rugby success and has been invited to train with Newcastle Falcons Under 18 Academy.  
Megan O has represented Durham County Under 18s and has been invited to Newcastle Falcons Academy 
programme. 

Thank you to Hutchinson Hobbs for sponsoring one of this years’ football kits, it looks amazing and the students have 
performed extremely well whilst wearing it.  The Under 15 girls football team finished the season unbeaten and have 
won the league.  The Under 13 girls football team have played all of their fixtures and it was great to see new faces 
making their debut for Conyers as the season went along.  The Under 14 and Under 16 girls football teams have 
reached the County Cup finals as well. 

The Year 7 boys football team have also had a great season, winning the league and qualifying for the Cleveland 
County Cup final vs Lawrence Jackson  

The Year 7 boys rugby team have also been outstanding, progressing to the final of the County Cup and they are 
looking forward to playing that fixture as soon as possible. 

Well done to Ned and Otis P who represented the county in squash, winning the Northern Counties Cup! 

We would love to hear more of your sporting successes outside of school.  Please email peconyers@conyers.org.uk 
with your reports and photos.  Thank you! 

  

A Level Drama and 
Theatre students visited 

London to watch a 
production of  

‘The Woman in Black’. 



Learning to sing or play an instrument is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities a young person can do. 
It is widely recognised that studying Music helps develop a wide range of skills and abilities that benefit the student 
both academically and emotionally.  This is especially true for students who participate in ensembles such as bands 
and choirs. 

For more information please email gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 4 to Friday 8 July: Tour to Paris  

Wednesday 13 July: Summer Concert, Stockton Baptist Church 

Twitter: @gomusicconyers (more pictures, and videos!) 

Email: gomusic@conyers.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Dates 
Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June Half term 

Monday 6 to Friday 10 June Year 9 exams 

Tuesday 14 June Year 8 subject consultations 

Monday 20 to Friday 24 June Year 10 exams 

Monday 20 June to Friday 1 July Year 12 exams 

Tuesday 21 June Year 7 subject consultations 

Monday 4 July Sixth Form transition 

Tuesday 5 July Year 12 UCAS Parents Evening 

Thursday 7 July New Year 7 Parents Evening 

Friday 8 July New Year 7 Induction Day 

Wednesday 13 July Summer Concert 

Tuesday 19 July, 2.30pm Students finish for the summer holidays 

Wednesday 20 July to Wednesday 31 August Summer holidays 

Thursday 18 August A Level/BTEC L3 results day 

Thursday 25 August GCSE, BTEC L1/2, CNAT results day 

Thursday 1 September Staff Development Day 

Thursday 20 and Friday 21 October Staff Development Days 

Monday 24 to Friday 28 October Half term 

Tuesday 20 December Students finish for the Christmas holidays 

2023  

Wednesday 4 January Students return after the holidays 

Monday 20 to Friday 24 February  Half term 

Friday 31 March Students finish for the Easter holidays 

Monday 17 April Students return after the holidays 

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday, school closed 

Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June Half Term 

Thursday 20 July Students finish for the summer holidays 

mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk
https://twitter.com/gomusicconyers
mailto:gomusic@conyers.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Telephone: 01642 790296               

Mobile: 07779903215 (out of hours) 

Email: gosport@conyers.org.uk" sport@conyers.org.uk 

Website: www.conyers.org.uk/go-sport/ 

Follow us on twitter: @GoSportConyers 

Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/gosportconyers 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


