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Aim:
• To provide an overview of the key stage 4 study programme 

and exams - with specific reference to English and maths

• To indicate ways we support your child and how home and 
school can work together to ensure your child achieves their 
potential. 



Old GCSE grades

Changes to the 
grading system



You have to listen, 
ensure there is a quiet 
area for your son or 
daughter to work, help 
with organisation and 
homework, know 
important dates, give 
encouragement and 
rewards ……and not 
nag!

A parent has to be an 
attendance officer, 
school partner, 
provider of the tools for 
homework, banker, 
chef, laundry maid, 
study buddy, project 
manager, sounding 
board and advisor.

 

Being a parent is tough 
- we get it!

Only 15% of a child’s time is spent at school - so we need your help in getting your child 
to achieve their potential whatever level that maybe.



Recognising stress in your child - 
you know your child better than anyone and they 
may present very differently at home to at school. 

Parents and school working together is the best way 
to support your child achieve their potential.

It is normal to feel some stress / anxiety 
when sitting a test / exam. We have adapted 
the curriculum to develop student resilience 
and self regulation to promote health body 
and mind.

If you are concerned communicate with us



Physical & Mental health lead - 
Mr Youll 

Pyoull@conyers.org.uk 

Overseeing whole school Physical and mental health

Changes to KS4 PE - highly engaged, physically active students 

Varied and fulfilling curriculum 

Learning mentors M. Earl and K. McLean (feat. Vinnie) supporting learning

Link between PD programme & Focus days (PD fully compliant with statutory 
RSHE) 

Conyers Connect - student led mental health initiative

Twitter 

@conyersmhw

mailto:Pyoull@conyers.org.uk


Year 10 is an important year
• Can’t coast Year 10 then cram in Year 11.

• If students fall behind it’s very difficult to catch up
 

• Good work habits need setting from the start.

• The majority of new learning happens in year 10 to 
allow revision time in year 11



What can you do to help?
• Establish routines / expectations early on. (pack bag the night before)

• Homework– 1-2 hours per night (check Arbor)

• Recap learning – ask / discussion – you do not need to be 
an expert! (ask question so student rethink through the lesson - it’ll help transfer information from the short 

term to long term memory)

• Sleep – crucial 
• Healthy Balance – social / sport / school 
• Jobs – no more than 10 hours per week recommended



Remember……
• There were not the distractions there are now, when you 

were a student. Mobile phones, games consoles, Facebook, 
Snapchat, Instagram & the internet are part of the student 
life now.

• But some distractions are the same, TV, social life and ….the 
lure of potential future partners / peers! 

Let’s not pretend we were all saints - we had distractions too.



What does our monitoring mean?

Attitudes to Learning 1-4
Homework 1-4
Whole school expectations 1-4

Descriptions are on the back of the monitoring report - eg if hw is not completed then it is a 3 - 
if all hw completed 2 and if hw is exceptional =1. A ‘4’ is indicating a persistent problem - you 
should have had some contact with a teacher prior 

1.8
Student’s should aim 
for 1.8 or less



Important dates for you
• W/C 25th Sept - maths assessment
• W/C 9th Oct - English assessment
• W/c 16th Oct - PE practical exams
• W/C 7th Nov - geography fieldwork
• W/C English unseen poetry assessment
• 21st Nov Tutor evening
• W/C 11th Dec - English assessment
• W/C 11th Dec PE practical exams
• W/C 8th Jan - maths assessment
• 23rd Jan - consultation evening - RE
• 5th Feb - CNat and Btec exams week
• W/C 12th Feb - English language 

assessment
• W/C 12th Feb - PE practical exams

● From 15th Feb - geography trip - Azores
● W/C 25th March - English poetry 

assessment
● W/C 25th March - PE practical exams
● W/C 15th April - maths assessment
● W/C 22nd April monitoring reports issued
● W/C 22nd April English GCSE speaking 

exam
● 14th May - consultation evening
● 21st May - PE practical exam
● 24th May - Engineering NEA deadline
● 3rd June - DT & Textiles NEA deadlines
● 17th June - EXAMS WEEK
● 28th June Watersports trip
● 1st July - H&SC work experience
● W/C 8th July - English assessment
● 8th July - exam results issued.



End of year exams in the school hall

Why? - This gives students the experience of being in an exam setting with 

invigilators, seating practices etc. 

Feedback from students suggests that  this real helps make exams feel normal as by the 
time get to year 11 the  exam environment is no longer a strange experience. 

 



GCSE RE 
Students will sit their GCSE RE exams in Y10.

This gives them the opportunity to experience the preparation for a real 
exam.

It has proven to be a useful learning curve for many in the past as they 
move into year 11.

Dates of the RE GCSE: Paper 1  9th May

Paper 2  16th May



National picture - DFE

This graphs shows the strong 
relationship between good 
attendance and grades 
achieved.

To have good attendance - 
more than 96% present
95.9%-90% is classed as poor 
attendance

Below 90% is classed as 
persistently absent



If students are absent…
• They need to catch up what they missed.

• They need to understand what they have missed

Lesson resources are on google drive / showbie

Learning Gaps are the enemy of success: 
- most learning is sequential
- impacts on self-confidence



If you are concerned please contact 
the school:

• Mrs Croft ( CIAG advisor) jcroft@conyers.org.uk
• sdyball@conyers.org.uk
• Tutor
• Subject teacher / Head of Subject
• Mrs O’Boyle aoboyle@conyers.org.uk
• Mrs McLean kmclean@conyers.org.uk

mailto:jcroft@conyers.org.uk
mailto:jcroft@conyers.org.uk
mailto:aoboyle@conyers.org.uk
mailto:kmclean@conyers.org.uk


English GCSE
Head of English - Dr Lodge rlodge@conyers.org.uk

mailto:rlodge@conyers.org.uk


GCSE English
• Two courses – English Language; English Literature.

• Two separate grades

• Plus an award for spoken English: pass, merit, 
distinction



What We Do – What We Have Always Done
• Read books and passages
• Respond in essays and shorter forms
• Write non-fiction and descriptive pieces
• Assessed on imagination and accuracy
• Assessed for spoken English



What’s Changed in Recent Years?
• Only one set of exams – no tiered papers
• No coursework or controlled assessment
• Four exams at the end of Year 11
• Speaking mark is separate and does not 

go towards the Language grade
• Grades have been replaced by numbers



Two qualifications:

● English Language
1. Read fiction passages 

and write fiction 
pieces

2. Read non-fiction 
passages and write 
non-fiction pieces

● English Literature
1. Read Shakespeare 

and 19th Century 
Novel

2. Read novel or play 
and poems



Literature Texts
• Romeo and Juliet
• A Christmas Carol
• An Inspector Calls
• Selection of poems on power and conflict



Course Order
• Writing Skills
• Unseen Poetry
• A Christmas Carol
• Anthology Poems
• Paper 1 Fiction
• Paper 2 Non-fiction
• An Inspector Calls
• Romeo and Juliet
• Revision, revisiting, improving reading and writing skills



Course Content
• Each unit features two assessment points
• Preparation assessment
• 1 final assessment
• Data gathered from each final assessment
• These grades will inform marks sent home with 

whole school monitoring 



Support
Google Drive 
• We have a very wide range of resources on here
• Lots of past exams
• Lots of revision booklets
• Resources for every unit

Showbie
• Individual teachers will put their lesson 

powerpoints and resources on here



What Can I Do?
• Ask your child about their homework – 

likely to get something from English every 
week

• Guide student to use resources to check 
and learn key learning points



Questions?
• If you have specific questions about your child, 

please contact their teacher in the first instance
First point of contact is always: class teacher – 
ateachername@conyers.org.uk

• My email: rlodge@conyers.org.uk

mailto:ateachername@conyers.org.uk


Maths GCSE
Head of Maths- Mr Anderson 
kanderson@conyers.org.uk

mailto:rlodge@conyers.org.uk


GCSE Maths
Year 11 maths exam info:

• Edexcel exam board

• At the end of Year 11 students will sit 3 
papers

• Each paper lasts 1hour 30minutes

• Paper 1: Non calculator
• Paper 2 : Calculator
• Paper 3: Calculator

Y10 assessments in maths:

● Assessment 1 – W/C 25th September

● Assessment 2 – W/C 8th January

● Assessment 3 - W/C 15th April

● EOY (Mock Exams) – Commencing 
17th June



Groups
Sets 1-4: Higher
Group 5 is a grade 5 foundation class
Groups 6-9: mixed ability foundation (aim for a 5)
Set 10: alternative qualifications and GCSE



Revision
As preparation for all assessments, students are set 
a Mathswatch assignment.
Students can also complete their own revision.
Complete exercises, work on showbie or use a 
revision guide.



Schemes of work – shared on showbie





What equipment do students need 
for Maths?

• In addition to the standard 
school equipment (Ipad, 
pen, pencil, ruler, eraser) 
students must also bring 
and a scientific calculator to 
every Maths lesson.
Students should have a 
pair of compasses, a 180o 
protractor - told in advance 
when to bring these.

Which calculator should I buy?

We recommend the Casio 
FX-83GT X or the FX-85GT CW 
calculator which cost £10-£12 
from most major supermarkets 
and are also available from the 
school library (via parentpay) for 
£10



Which resources are available if 
students need help?

• Students will be asked to write notes and examples in their exercise books and 
students should always look back at their previous work to see if this helps them if 
they are struggling.

• Teachers may upload examples and additional support materials into Showbie

• MathswatchVLE is an excellent resource which contains video tutorials and self 
marking exercises for all aspects of Maths at KS3 and KS4.  Each student has a 
login to this system.  Teachers can assign work in here and monitor progress.  
This can help identify students who need additional support.



Which resources are available if 
students need help?

•

• Mathspad – another interactive teaching resource with assignments and used in 
lots of Maths lessons.

• There are numerous other websites that provide excellent revision and practice 
resources for students.  Many of these are self-marking or have mark schemes 
provided.  These include MrCartermaths, transum, CorbettMaths, Mathsgenie 
and BBC Bitesize.

• Teachers are always available in block 6 during social time to help students if 
required.



Login details
Teachers will give students their login details 
for the following websites.
They will also be on showbie



Mathswatch
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
Username: 
16kanderson@conyers         
(first part of individual email)
Password: square

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/


Mathspad
Individual logins given by teachers and shared 
on showbie



What homework is issued in Maths?

• Homework is issued weekly by the class teacher.
• A ‘Weekly Skills’ sheet containing 20 questions is issued, some topic 

based questions are also set for students to complete. These will be 
completed electronically on DrFrostmaths.com

•
• The ‘Weekly Skills’ sheet is supported by ‘Weekly Skills’ classroom 

tasks in which the homework skills can be practiced and developed.
• Topic based homework – every unit (2 weeks) students may also 

receive a topic based task, either the current topic or a revision topic
• Teachers may begin to give practice GCSE papers







Past papers
Can complete some independently in Year 10

Schedule in Year 11



Always something to do
Mathswatch
Complete work on showbie
Revision guide



Who should parents/guardians 
contact with further questions?

• Please email either 
kanderson@conyers.org.uk or your child’s 
Maths teacher if you have any further 
queries or require any clarifications.

mailto:kanderson@conyers.org.uk

